
The HistorY of District I

To start outwe will go back into thc History of USFS in the Operations Manual.

In January af l9l7,as lYorld War I threatened to engage this Nation into the conflict, USPS
has47?memhersintwentysquadrons.OneofthesesquadronswasNewHaven,whohsdcome
rboard st tbe mceting at the New YorkYacht CIub on 2 February 1914.

At the 26 January 1918 Annnal Meeting Chief Commander Theodore I. Coe, JN of Potomac
River Squadron, wrote in his Annual Report, *The demands of War have affected social,
fraternal and economic lifc, and our organization has not escaped the problems and handicaps
which have ariscn from this abnormal condition.'

USPS had problems. Interest wnned in alt thing military and Squadron activities and
membership declined dramatically.

Times remained dfficult under Chief Commander C. N. Buruell in 1918' and at the FalI
Gover-ning Board in 191% his succesor, Chief Commandeer. M. Williams reported thtt USPS
had no money in the treasury and was $450 in debt He necommended that the members of the
Governing Board chip inn pay tho biII and disband the organization.

YIC Adolphus B. Bennett, JN disagreed. IIe opposed disbanding and proposed fourchanges
in the By-Laws, which he predicted would rwitalize the organization and set it off on a
promlsing course.

(1) That a man should be a mcmber of USPS and a member of a Squadron'
(2) That all boat drilts and maneuver requinemetrts be eliminated.
(3) That invihtion to membenship should no longer be restrictcd to Yacht club

members, but should be brsed on & mans proficiency in boating and his compatibility
with other members.
{4} That USPS should encourlrgc all its membere fo take advantage of the educational

Opportnnities developod within the organization.

At the Annual Meeting in January 1920, Bennett became Chief Cornmtnder snd the rcvised
By-Laws, including suggestions of P/C/C Coe were adopted.

One thousand letters were written to those on the ENSIGN mailing list tclling them of the
changes in the By-Laws and asking them to pay $1.00 dues for 1920 *rril come back One
hundred forty two signed, a few from each squadron.

During this time there wrf one Squadron who did not drop out That Squadron was New
Ilaven The only Squadron ont of all who had signed an in 1914 at the Nerr Yark Yacht CIub'
Even RogerUption'sBoston YachtClub had dropped ouL ThatiswhytheNew Haven Power
Squadron is the oldest acfrve Squadron in USPS,
C/C Benaettts fonryears of workpaid off, and m1924 therewere3SS members and $1'000 in
the treasury and no deb8
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At the Annual Meeting in 1930, Fredrick \il. KeatorJt of Nem Haven Squadron ras elected CIC

of USPS, The organization was on the increase. On 2 June 1931 Middletown Sqladron was

chartered with thc help frou members of the New Havcn Squadron. Most of the Middletown

members cage from the Middtetown Yacht Club, which i* still in existence today. They were

the 14tr $quadron in USPS.

Later that year on 28 Novembcr 193L H*rtford Squadron wa$ ehartered as the 15 Squadron
in USPS. Again this was done with the help of members of New IIaYen. Most of thc members
of llartford cams from the 

'lVethersfield 
Cove Yacht CIub. Kenneth B. Noble who helped

arganize the sqnadron transferrod firam New Haven and wag elected their frrst Commander.

These three Squadrons were the start of what was tc be District l-

In January 1937 \ilesley E Morsg N of rrartford became the 15e chief commander of usFS'
IIe wes also an active member of thc Weathersfield Cove Yacht Clnb. His pieture hangs in the
Yacht Club today in his USPS uniform.

At the Fall Goveming Boad an 13 December 1938, twhy a Fall Goveruing Board Meeting in
December$ The $eptember mefing had to be cancelled due to the 23 September Hurricane.)
At that meeting C/C Morse recommended the setting up Districts of the organization due to the
growth of USPS which htd put a subst*ntial burden on the Chief Commander. The arrea now
occupied by District I s*s named because if was C/C Morse's home area and included New
Haven, thc oldet active Squadrun in USPS. USPS was dividcd into 7 Disfricts consisting of 33
Squadrons and upwards of 5r{X}0 membere by the end of f938. Thsse Distrists were placed
under the snpervision of a Rear Commander and the firet one named for District L was John
IL Murphy of New llaven, a past National treasurer.

Di$trict I began to grow and on 14 Aprit 1939 New London Squadron was chartered with 14
Charter Members, Their first Commander being Charles B, Wood, JN. This $quadron was
started with the help of thc Hartford $quadron. Most of the members eame from the Thames
Yacht Club.

One day later on L5 April 1939 the Springfeld Squadron was chartcred. Thi$ Squadron was
founded by Merlc Ilnryea and eleven of his friends. Merle Duqyea was eleffi their firs
Commander. IIe was the grandson of the founder of the Durye* Automobile Compeny.

District 1 was now up to five Squadrons and interestwas growing in other cities in the state.

In 1939 five member:s of Middletown Sqnadron, who lived in the New Britain area elected to
folmaSquadron and on25April l40theyreceivedtheirCharter. CalvinE.Wileoxwas elected
the first Commander
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lfforld W*rZ eome rpon us on December 7nt94l and the gowth of the District ceme to a hall
The Squadrons were busy with thc War efiorl Many memberu went into the ermed forcs and
thosewhodidnotorcouldnotworkedindefenreplaats. SomcofthemcmbensjoindtheCoast
Guard Auxiliary and patrolled Long lderd Sound and the large rivers of the state Some
memberc were or submarine patrol ofr of Montauk Point on [*rge sail bosts. I]istrict 1
remrined with six $qradrons during the lyar *nd up until 1950.

Between 1938 and 1947 District l was under the supenision of 6 Rear Commanders:
John trL Murphy - Nrw Hayen
l{esley E. Morse, N - Hartford
Hals€!' trL Philbuch N - Hartford
Cliford R. Haskins, N - Harfford
Authur N. Clifton, N - Springfreld
S. Bany JenningsrN -New llaven

Iluing 1945' PICIC Fredrick W. Keator, N ofNcry Eaven took it upon himselfto writc the firot
set of By-Laws for a Ilirtrict A trid nrn of theceware to be run in District I and if found
workrblewouldbeadoptedbytheGoveningBoardforofherllisfriets.On30ll{arch 1946R/C
Arthur Clifton of Springfreld catled the the Spring Conference to order in Ne.ry London.
lloming meetinge were hetd inctutring one attended by several Nrtional Officers and fhe
Squadron Commanders."lclc Keator revic,wed his proposd By-Laws article by erticla At
the tfternoon Conf+rence Meeting the reccmmendstions of the Commandsr *cro brought to
the delegates and the fu-Laws were approved.
The Nominating Committee submitted a slatc and R/C S. Bcrry Jendngs of Nerr Haven took
oYer commtnd of the District from R/C Clifton

On 11 January 1947 st the 33 Annual Mecting of USPS the Goveruing Board approved the
ryodul DistrictBy-Lawr and R/C S. Barry Jenningr becamethe first District Commander of
Ilistrict l.

With the War over U$PS @an to grow snd so did Ilistrict 1. On 27 Janutry 1950 Wwterly
Squ*dronwae presented a Charter Signed by C/C ArthurClifton, N ofSprfugfield. Therewere
22 CharterMembere wh* had tran*ferred from New London. Arthur B. Gervasini, Ap was
electod thc firstCommander. Thls was the first and only Squadron from Rhodc Islrnd. District
L now hatT Squadrons from three stetes.

9=o 6 Febmary 1953 Saybrook Squadron was Chartorcd r.iith zz Charter Membcns from
Middletown and New Londonwho lived in the area arouad tho month ofthe ConneeticutRiven
Edward T. Rob rras the finst Comm*nder. At the Charter prrsenfation the New London
commandergrve saybrrook theirold flagrt*ffs. Thcy still have them.

InApril of 1953 4Smcmbers ofNewLondon Squadronwholivedin theNomich aren formed
a Squadron. On2?ApriI 1953136members and guesagathercdatadinnerwheretheCharicr
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was preserted to W. Harry Stehbins, AP the new Commander.

The following year 26 members of Middletown Squadron who lived in Meriden fomed a
Squadran and on 2 Febmary 1954 Commander James F. Otas yas pr€sented the Squadron
charter.

On2SFebnrary l957rJohnMclaren,AP andWilliam Huddinott,AP ofNeryHaver,with the
Squadrons permission called a meeting in Milford. The pur?ose w*s to organize a Milford
Porver Squadran. It was I unrmmmous votc and on 8 April 1957 Milford was Chartered with
John Mclaren as their frrst Commander.

Three yerrs l*ter an 26 October 19fi) 45 members of lfnrtford Squadron voted to form the
Manchester Power Squadron and 14 January l96t?fDlc william E. Andrewo N of Hartford
presented to Commander Clifford A. Loomus the Squadron charter, This gave Ilistrict I 12
Squadrons.

On 17 Oetober 1962 W*erbury trea members of the Meriden Squadron met at. the
Connecticut Light & Power on Freight Street in Waterbury to form a Sqnadron. Thi* was done
with the help oftheMeriden Squadron. On lgJanunry 1963 Waterbury received theirCharter.
John H. Hyland vas the fret Commandcr, This gave District 1 the 13 Squadrons that we have
today. Just like the thirteen originat colonies ba*k in l77f.

Through fhe yeam we have had many membens who haye seived at National as Olficers and
Committee members. lYe have been honored to have had four Chief Commanderr:

Fredrick W. Keator, N - New l{ayen
Weley E, Morsg N - Ifarford
Arthur N Clifton, N - Springfield
Robert L. Woods, SN - New Britain

New lfaven might take claim onPlClC Bruce M. Steere, SN
who took the Piloting Course while a sfudent at yale, Joined
and tmnsfered to Dallas.

Other Officers:
John K. Murphyn New llaven - National Treasurer f915 - 1916
?Nlc Harry Pennington, N - New lraven - National rreasurer - 1967
P/R/c Paul w. Buckley, N - New Britain - ch/ Liaison committee
PIR/C Robert E. Gorton, SN - Msnchester - Cb/Sail, ED program
P/R/c Mrytin w. Frith, N - saybrook - ch/ weather - ch/Electives
P/R/C Bryon N. Dunfee, N - Springfreld - Ch/Weather
P/RIC Charle* IL Toifl, SN - Meriden - Ch/ Jr. Navigation
p/rlc Laura-F. Toifl, AP - Meriden - Ch/Ships Sfore
P/R/C Grover C. Culshaw, JN - Saybrook - Ch/ Membership
R/C Richard E. Kyle, SN - Saybrook- Ch/lDduc, Busine*s Com.
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Rlc Hayden F. Loveland, SN - saybrook - Ch Boating Com - Nat Ncminating comPlstgc A Marrin shoemaker, sN - N"* London - Assr Nat ch*prinP/stgc constance M- pacheco, p - westcr$ - safety com.
R/c rramitton r). smith, sN - New rraven --cn, pouli"atiols com."lDt'C James E Coley, JN - Saybrook- Flag & Etiquette Com - Ilistorians Com."mfc wiliam E- Andrew, sN - Haffiord -"ao* Advisory com.
?mrc Richard F, Grant, SN - Middletown - Educ/planning, - Nom Com.Pm{Ltlc Richard N. carrier, N - \ilesterly - Training Aids com.PID|C Crawford B. Tunle, SN _ Spring$eid _ Aid ta itC.lVoods, _ OT Com.P/C Edward C. Smith, SN _ Sayb"ootl fitoting Con.

com 
P/c M' Ellen Barbour, s-N. - Nery London - salety, Membership, yessel safety check

?{DILAC Cape D. Gwizd, JN - Ilartford - Ce.Op Charring Con.P/C Murmy Warner, S,N. - Saybrook _ Sail Com.
P/C rWafterl,, Jones, Ap _ Safbrook _ Safety C;.
Lt patricia H. coley, s-N. - saybrook - J" N;"ig;tion com.
Jeanne Chocran - Milford _ BoatingAcf Com.
P/R/c Kenneth L. Berbour, s-N. - lv"* London - ch otrshoreNavigation comPD'C rlolores v- Loprinze, Ap - Iriew London - operTraining com.P/I\ilT'lLt Arthur P. coggins, s-N. - New g;tain - National Flag Lt to c/c liloods

A$ Pv/c Louis spector, s-N-, Past National Educational officer called it fhe mostprestigiousAward in all of usPS, *The charles F. chapman award for Excellenee in Teaching.'
District t has had three lMinners.

Patricia IL Coley, S.N. - Saybrook
J."9IL Summgan S.N. - Springtreld
ArthurP. Cogginsn S.N. - N*r"brit"io

P{DIC James E. Coley, JN
I{istorian


