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  District 5 2011 Fall Conference  

     By Cdr Rich Norris, JN  

Bea and I had the opportunity to attend the Fall Conference in Gettysburg, PA. His-
torically, it has been primarily for squadron SEOôs and course chairpersons to learn 
about changes in the Education Department and courses.  Not so anymore, at least 
not at District 5.  The Fall Conference has evolved into a diverse series of construc-
tive sessions and seminars. 
 
This conference included a lengthy, intense session, ñDealing with Difficult People;ò  
part of a series of courses trending toward leadership development.   Unfortunately, 
neither Bea nor I had an opportunity to attend much of anything offered, as we were 
mostly working as either part of the District Meetings and Rendezvous Committee or 
as aides to the Commander. 
  
One session we were able to attend was on a new Maryland initiative titled ñSee 
Something * Say Something.ò  The session addresses how recreational boaters can 
assist government agencies with the fight against terror.  It covers what to look for 
and how to report to the authorities what you see .  A copy of the session outline and 
CD returned home with us so we can hold sessions for squadron members. 
 
A surprise guest attended the Conference, Ms. Laurel Anders, Director of the PA Fish 
and Boating Commissionôs Bureau of Boating and Access.  Laurel was at the Confer-
ence as a guest speaker.  She spoke about ongoing legislation and about one 
change enacted recently in PA boating laws.  Beginning November 1, 2012 boaters in 
boats less than 16 feet, all kayaks and canoes will be required to wear lifejackets dur-
ing cold weather months, November 1 through April 30.   This is due to statistics that 
indicate a disproportionate number of boating fatalities due primarily from the effects 
of cold water emersion (hypothermia).    
 
Laurel also spoke of Pennsylvaniaôs active and on-going relationship with NASBLA  
(National Association of State Boating Law Administrators).  PA along with many 
other states work closely with NASBLA  to maintain a proactive level of consistency in 
boating laws state to state, for which all of us who operate boats in many different 
states should be thankful. Laurelôs talk was lengthy, but very informative and was a 
delightful break to the normally mundane Conference meeting. 
 
As always, Fall Conference was a wonderful combination of all things good.  There 
were countless opportunities to advance oneôs boating knowledge and people skills; 
the camaraderie among squadrons and squadron members was delightful ; the pres-
entations and awards by the Portuguese Ambassador were welcomed, highly re-
spected and appreciated; and who could argue that the venue was immensely inspir-
ing. 
  
Come to Fall Conference next year for more great seminars, camaraderie, presenta-
tions and awards, and venue.  Thatôs right, D/5ôs 2012 Fall Conference will be held 
again in Gettysburg.  Donôt miss it.  
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Delhighôs 16
th

 Land Navigation Contest Another Success  

By P/C Michael Lebeduik, III   

It started Saturday morning, 12 Nov 2011 at 0920.   The day was sunny and  brisk; a beautiful fall day for 

the land navigation contest, better known as The Road Rally.  

 Sixty individuals from Delaware River, Delhigh, Dundalk and  Susquehanock Squadrons, as well as the 

D/5, District Commander Bernie Karpers and his lovely wife Kathy, Paul Teswny and crew, Reed Van Zile 

and Joanne Day, and members of the Corvette Club and friends gathered for a buffet breakfast at the 

North End Wanderers Athletic Association in Bethlehem, PA.  

After an excellent and cheerfully served breakfast and the final gathering of participants (eighteen cars and 

seventy-one individuals),  Rally Master Mike Lebeduik began the instructions, telling everyone that they 

had just entered the most brutal road rally ever put together. The first half would have the most miles ever 

routed. Two separate routes had been put together and if the instructions were accurately followed, Rally 

Master Mike and Assistant Nikki would meet the them at the half-way point. 

At approximately 1035, the cars left one by one, the navigator having been told their route and direction. 

Everyone was on their way.  There were a few calls to the rally master, about a turn in question or the clari-

fication of a question, but for the most part everyone was concentrating on answering the questions and 

looking for objects shown in photos.   

By 1315, cars started to arrive at the half-way-point. Mike and Nikki met each team as they came in, took 

the teamôs first set of instructions and gave them their second set of instructions which would get them to 

the end point for dinner.  A small setback occurred for Joe Siddons and team.  They locked their keys in 

the car!!!! AAA was called, doors opened and they were on their way!! 

At 1630 cars started to arrive at the final destination, America On Wheels Museum in Allentown, PA.  Eve-

ryone had enough time to spend enjoying the museum before dinner if they chose.  Cocktails and appetiz-

ers were available in the Hub Cap Room, a late 50ôs, early 60ôs soda fountain shop setting. The Road Rally 

Committee was on hand to greet everyone. A very delicious and plentiful buffet dinner was served at 1800.  

First, second, and third prizes were awarded. A raffle was held, a Garmin GPS and a dresser top jewelry 

cabinet were given to the winning ticket holders.  

The conversations and laughter at dinner proved once again, that an event like this can bring individuals 

from all walks of life, professions, and ages together, just to enjoy the day, the scenery, and the camarade-

rie. The many comments from participants were all positive. Everyone had a great day - from breakfast to 

the museum and dinner.  The Road Rally Committee (Mike and Nikki Lebeduik and Cyrus and Kathleen 

Nowroozani) had a great time organizing this event for you and we hope youôll tell all your friends about the 

fun you had .  We look forward to seeing you again next year. 

If you would like to be added to Delhighôs Land Navigation e-mail list, PLEASE e-mail Michael Lebeduik, III 

at --- TJA.ML3@verizon.net ---- in the subject line write ñDelhigh Road Rallyò.      We will be happy to keep 

you informed of the next Delhigh Road Rally. 
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