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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

 

It is with sadness that I share with you the loss of two of our Squadron   mem-

bers: John Leupold and Cleida Galligan.   

John was a new member who joined the summer of 2018 with wife Gretchen 

and adult children, Jeff, Jennifer and Susan.  On John’s bucket list was to take 

delivery on a newly ordered pontoon boat and have us instruct his learning to 

skipper it. Craig Weis volunteered to do that. Unfortunately, John passed be-

fore he could enjoy the experience. Please keep John’s family in your hearts 

and prayers.  Thank you, Craig. 

Honorary Member Cleida Galligan was widow of long-time member Bill  Galli-

gan.  Bill left us in April 2016. 

Cleida was a Sturgeon Bay native and daughter of Palmer Johnson.  She was a 

feared racer in the local small sailboat fleets and on the Hoofers College Sail-

ing Team in Madison.  Over the years Cleida shared many a story with me on 

the rich maritime history in and around Door County. Alan Wentworth put it 

so well, “Cleida's last sail; what a wonderful person, energetic sailor, inspira-

tional”. Cleida will be dearly missed. She is survived by her four children and 

three grandchildren.  Please keep them in your thoughts. A celebration of 

Cleida’s life will be held at the Sturgeon Bay United Methodist Church at a 

later date (Covid-19 permitting). We will keep you all posted. 

If you haven’t visited our Web Page recently, you need to https://

www.usps.org/door/index.html.  Austin is working his magic.  Click on “Education” (top ribbon). Abbreviated course descriptions will list, with 

an option to expand, i.e. “read more about our Boat Handling course (here)”. “Now you know the rest of the story”.  I just sent Austin write-

ups on Sail & Marine Navigation (Formerly Piloting).  More to come. Keep checking.  Thank you, Austin.  

Last month I gave you a heads-up on BOC Boating School Mid-West, coming to Door County this summer.  My friend Mike Ludtke, from the 

Waukegan Squadron is Midwest BOC Regional Director.  Mike has advised that we will postpone BOC School to summer 2021.  

 So, given our “Safer at Home” directive, what TV programs are you binging on? Karen and I are into “Blue Bloods (Weds. ION TV)” Tom 

Selleck is the Police Commissioner of NY City.  His two sons are on the police force and daughter Erin is Asst. District Attorney.  So, there are 

at least three conflicting stories each episode.  The entire Reagan family has Sunday dinner together at least once per episode. The DeNotos did 

that when I was growing up in Bristol, Connecticut, Uncle Rocky’s meatball recipe is still a secret. Each episode also contains a profound quote 

that could have merit within our current dilemma. These quotes could be from a Greek philosopher, Winston Churchill, Teddy Roosevelt, JFK, 

or whomever. So: Where am I going with this? 

This Coronavirus pandemic and, right on its heels, climate change, is this Millennial generation’s defining challenge.  All generations have had 

theirs challenges, and all challenges have had their rainbows. I am seeing some very heartfelt expressions from us in the way we treat each   

other.  Globally, our atmosphere, skies and water are getting cleaner.  Hopefully, when all this washes through, we will be more honest and 

forthright in our relationships, less divisive, less consuming and slow ourselves down. What I’ve always appreciated about Door County, is that 

we live in a slower community and most all of us are here by choice.  This certainly is working for us in these challenging times. 

Hopefully by my next column, many of us will have splashed in.  Stay safe and be well.      

Your Commander,       Bob 
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CRUISE SCHEDULE FOR 2020 

 

We have scheduled several cruises for the 2020 boating season, 

weather permitting.  By concentrating on shorter trips within the 

Bay of Green Bay, we encourage all boat types at all travel speeds 

to join in.  Tell us now of any conflicts you see regarding other 

cruising sponsored at these marinas. We intend to adjust the cruise 

dates to include your participation. With fewer members owning 

boats, we hope that land yachts will join boaters at the various 

ports-o-call. 

For cruise participation and to communicate your own last minute 

arrangements, we will use smartphone text messages.  If you want 

to invite others to join your own spontaneous outing, simply tell us 

where and when.   

Cynthia Weis should first be texted at (920) 559-3011 or emailed 

at cynthiaweis0@gmail.com.  She will then forward all cruise info 

to the rest of us via text, email and Facebook.  You can always text 

or call Terry Keating (920-889-9059). 

Cruises will be held as scheduled, although more may involve an-

choring off shore in order to avoid contact and maintain social 

distancing.   

Remember that cruisers are responsible for making their own ma-

rina and/or motel reservations. For State of Michigan harbor mari-

nas, you will be directed to use the MI DNR web site https://

www.midnrreservations.com/ (be sure to select the tab ‘Harbor’).  

The exception is for making same-day harbor reservations, where 

you can VHF radio (Ch 9 or 16) or call a marina around 0900.  

Some marina operators hold back 20% of slips for same day usage. 

Scheduled cruise dates 

May 22nd (or May 23rd ) to May 25th --  Shakedown cruise to Me-

nominee Marina 

June 13th - 14th — Cruise to Oconto or Menominee 

July 3rd - 12th  Cruise upper Bay of Green Bay   (options - prefer 2 

nights at each marina stop) 

 Washington Island (Jackson Harbor or anchor in Detroit Har-

bor) 

 Fayette MI State Park (reserve early - July 5-6) 

 Maybe Anchoring at South River Bay – near Fayette 

 Maybe Gladstone 

 Escanaba 

 Maybe Cedar River 

 Menominee 

August 1st — Wave Point Marina for poolside fun 

August 14th - 16th— Menominee Rendezvous (Friday night dinner 

at Berg’s Landing, Saturday Car Show in the park area, afternoon 

yard games next to Boater’s Lounge followed by the Pot Luck din-

ner. 

September 4th - 7th — Cruise to Washington Island 

September 19th — Cruise to Wave Point Marina or Menominee 

  

 

 

 

Commander Bob’s report in the March/April Scuttlebutt announced a switch in Bridge leadership assignments.  Lou Pasquesi is our new   

Executive Officer (XO) and I will serve as Squadron Secretary on the Bridge.  Lou is well qualified as our XO, having served in similar capaci-

ties for the local Flotilla of the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary.  Lou will alsocontinue his accomplishments as our VSC Officer. 

Please be ready to answer “yes” when Lou invites your participation in our America’s Boating Club events and activities.  As Secretary, I will 

continue as a VSE and Squadron Safety Officer as well.  So you will continue to see my periodic articles in the Scuttlebutt. 

Dolores and I enjoyed several weeks on Hilton Head and Kiawah Islands.  Kiawah was a great place to “shelter in place,” followed  by two 

more weeks self-quarantined in Door County.  We look forward to some relaxation of the “stay home” directive the end of May.  Please 

continue to follow safe practices as we move into the future.             Best Regards, 

        John Hermann, Secretary  

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT 

https://www.midnrreservations.com/
https://www.midnrreservations.com/
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FROM YOUR EDUCATION OFFICER 

Ahoy Everyone, 

As the boating season approaches amid the Covid 19 pandemic we 

are about to enter truly uncharted waters. Boating is a very social 

activity and we all love gathering on each other’s boats to share a 

drink or a meal or to just exchange stories. This will be difficult 

when we are asked to maintain at least six feet of social distancing. 

While we are, of course, chomping at the bit to get out on the 

water, we need to heed this rule. There have been many people 

who have said that this has been over exaggerated and not to  

worry. Don’t bet your life or my life on it. Boating with your family 

is certainly a safe and healthy activity. Just practice social distancing 

with those who are not in your family whether they appear sick or 

not. It has been increasingly annoying to me to see the large    

number of people who go to the store but refuse to wear a mask. 

The purpose of me wearing a mask is to protect others from being 

infected by me since I can walk around with the virus, but without 

symptoms.  Wearing a mask and keeping social distance is just 

plain considerate. I know that while we are on the water with our 

families we do not need to wear a mask, but I suggest that when 

we are launching our boats or at a marina, we do need to wear a 

mask when we are less than six feet, or are downwind, from a 

person who is talking to us but is unmasked until this virus is un-

der control.  If we pretend we are pirates, then the masks won’t 

be so bad. Errrrr on the side of caution and we will get through 

this. 

I would like to acknowledge the courage of Captain Brett Crosier 

of the Roosevelt who sacrificed his career for the safety of his 

crew when he let the world know about the dilemma of the crew 

due to Covid 19. A captain’s duty is the safety of his ship and crew. 

Thank you, Captain, for exemplifying the best of what it means to 

be a captain! 

There have been some silver linings for boaters that are directly 

related to the pandemic. The fact that vehicles have been off the 

road in huge numbers for the last two months has produced a 

remarkable clearing of air and water quality around the world. I 

can go four weeks on a gallon of gas! Accidents are down and 

there hasn’t been a single school shooting in months!! The canals 

in Venice are clearer than they have been in many decades (due to 

muck not being stirred up as well as cleaner air), The Himalayas 

are visible in parts of India where they have never been seen be-

fore and Los Angeles has clear air. I suspect that the less we drive, 

the greater the positive effect on the rate of global climate change. 

Let’s make this a time to jump start our commitment to slowing 

global climate change by committing to alternatives to fossil fuels. 

Let’s treat each other and our planet with tender loving care. That 

is always the healthy choice and the way to a healthy world. 

As of this writing, we have lost two people who have meant a lot to 

me although I don’t think they ever  met. The first was John  

Leupold. I didn’t know John well but I knew that he grew up in 

Wauwatosa like I did and that he shared a dream with me and I dare 

say all of us.  He wanted to buy a boat and become a knowledgeable 

boater. He pursued this dream even though he had terminal cancer 

and didn’t know how long he had left. He took a self guided Seaman-

ship course from us and ordered a big new boat. Sadly, he never got 

the boat delivered up here before he died but he had the dream and 

cancer couldn’t take that away. Someone once told me that the 

meaning of life is not the destination but the journey. I hope John is 

continuing his journey on a big beautiful boat. Boating is a dream we 

all share and I am glad that John found it even at the end of his life. 

The second was Cleida Galligan. I knew Cleida much better than 

John. She was my neighbor and the daughter of Palmer and Sylvia 

Johnson (founders of the famous Palmer Johnson shipyard in Stur-

geon Bay). Cleida was also the wife of the late Bill Galligan who was 

a legendary member of our squadron. Cleida was a sailor and a 

cruiser on the great lakes along with Bill. Like John she shared the 

dream every sailor has – sailing your own boat well with people you 

love on the sea God has put before us. Cleida got to live the dream 

unlike John but in the end I think the dreaming even more than the 

doing is the thing that defines us best. Sweet dreams, fair winds and 

following seas, John and Cleida. 

The canals in 

Venice are 

much clearer 

now. 

View of the 

Himalayas 

Blue skies above LA 

 

Fair Winds, 

Steve Rank 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
     15 May Fitting Out Social and COW  

(cancelled) 

 22/23 May Shakedown Cruise to Menominee 

   

  26 May Executive Committee Meeting  (on line) 

 

   4 Jun Vessel Safety Checks – every Saturday    

  (on hold) 

  TBD June ABC course (on hold) 

  13/14 June Cruise to Oconto/Menominee  

 

  3-12 July Cruise to upper bay of Green Bay  

  

  19 July Cookout Social  (on hold) 

  21 July Executive Committee Meeting 

 

      1 Aug Cruise to Wave Pointe Marine  

14-16    Aug Squadron Annual Rendezvous –  

  Menominee, MI   

 

   4-7 Sep Cruise to Washington Island (on hold) 

   TBD Sep Weather Course begins (on hold) 

   19 Sep Cruise to Wave Pointe Marina or       

  Menominee  

  22 Sep Executive Committee Meeting 

 

TBD Oct District 10 Fall Conference  

  

  17 Nov Executive Committee Meeting 

 

   4 Dec  Holiday Party  - Friday  (on hold) 

 

Editor’s Note:  Please continue to keep events on your 

calendar that are marked “on hold.”  Please keep in mind 

that cruises may be modified as necessary.  It is my hope 

and prayer that when the virus crisis is passed, we will 

once again gather in friendship on and off the water. 

 

USPS DOOR COUNTY SQUADRON 

2020 EVENTS CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 

   CLASS NOTES 
We are still considering America’s boating course in June. Given the 

state of things these days we may give it as a go-to-meeting or 

Google Hangouts or a Zoom course. This would not be my first 

choice so we will have to see if we can have face-to-face classes if we 

practice social distancing in the classroom and wear masks during the 

instruction. We will wait to see what the Governor’s order will be. I 

have a feeling things will get back to a new “normal” this summer if 

we are careful. 

The sail course that we have planned with Marionette/Menomonie is 

also still on hold pending the Governor’s order. We will wait and see 

when we can once again gather in some kind of classroom setting. I 

will let you know. 

We would also like to hold some seminars this summer but the same 

restrictions apply to them as to the courses above. 

Stay strong and smart and we will get through this. 

                                                         Steve 

 

 

 MAY BIRTHDAYS 

    8th Lowell Ranum 

    23rd Gary King 

    23rd Linda Wember 

    25th Jeri Rank 

    26th Andrew Murphy 

    26th Michael Murphy 
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OFFICERS AND BRIDGE 

Commander 

Bob DeNoto 

920-493-0287 

bobdenoto@gmail.com 

 

Executive Officer 

Lou Pasquesi 

920-854-2214 

lou.pasquesi@gmail.com 

 

Educational Officer 

Steve Rank 

920-743-5469 

captainrank@charter.net 

 

Administrative Officer 

Open Position 

 

John Hermann, 

920-743-1675 

john.c.hermann@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 

Cynthia L. Weis 

920-559-3011 

weiscynthia@yahoo.com 

 

Member at Large 

Alan Wentworth 

920-336-3274 

AWentworth@aol.com 

============================================= 

Commander’s Department 

Chaplain   Karen DeNoto 
Flag Lieutenant     Craig Weis 
Merit Marks           Alan Wentworth,  

Executive Department 
Public Relations                  Open 
VSC Officer            Lou Pasquesi 
Safety Officer          John Hermann 
Port Captain                       Dave Baumann  

Education Department 
Adv. Grade Courses    Steve Rank 
Elective Courses          John Welch 
ABC Representative     Bob DeNoto 
& Boat Operator Certification 

Administrative Department 
Membership                     Cynthia Weis 
Cruise Planning                Terry Keating 
Meetings & Programs      Open 
Member Involvement       Dolores Hermann 

Secretary’s Department 
Newsletter                        Dolores Hermann 
Webmaster                       Austin Hermann 
Facebook Manager Cynthia Weis 

Treasurer’s Department 

Ships Store                        Cynthia Weis 

Thank you to all of the members who contributed articles and 

pictures. Please take no offense if your article was somewhat 

changed or if your picture was not included in the Scuttlebutt.  

Changes, exclusions and inclusions are made based on space.      

Submit articles and pictures for the June Scuttlebutt by     

May 30,  2020. 

Send your comments, ideas and articles to:    

dolores.e.hermann@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

The Door Scuttlebutt is published twelve times a year by Ameri-

ca’s Boating Club. Door County Squadron,  a  member of District 

10 of America’s Boating Club, the United States Power  Squad-

rons. 

The Door Scuttlebutt can be found on the                              

Squadron website:  www.usps.org/door 

Austin Hermann, Web master 

 

 

 

Check us out on FACEBOOK  - Go to your FACEBOOK page 

and type in:    DoorCountySailAndPowerSquadron  

In Google type https://www.facebook.com/

DoorCountySailAndPowerSquadron 

 

 

Email your boating related photos and stories to Cynthia Weis—       

weiscynthia@yahoo.com   for posting and tell her if you would  

like to include a comment.  It is helpful to you to say you “like” 

the site and be sure to give it a review. 
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