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Who’s that behind those Foster Grants? Our own Executive 

Officer, Lou Pasquesi.  

This picture of Lou accompanied the interview he conducted 

with Door County Daily News.com on 24 September. The 

subject of the interview was hypothermia.  Thanks Lou, for 

representing our Squadron and for a job well done. 

Hypothermia is one of the key areas of interest in Boat Live 365. This 

program was introduced late 2017 and is a partnership between ABC 

and USCG. Each key area of interest is represented by an icon on the 

wheel below: 

From the top, clockwise: Navigation, Alcohol, Cold Water, Propeller 

Strikes, Operator Responsibility, Accident Reporting, Life Jackets & 

Safety Training. Years of data collection has convinced the Coast 

Guard that these 8 areas are responsible for most boating accidents 

and fatalities. The objective of Boat Live 365 is to create a safe boat-

ing culture 365 days a year.  I pitch the program during every VSC I 

do, along with Electric Shock Drowning and Sober Skipper. Want to 

know more about the dangers of cold water immersion?  Go to: 

https://boatlive365.org/cold-water/ 

National:  

 The 2020 Fall Governing Board Meeting was held virtually 7-13 

September. You can access the “Meetings and Information” 

from the Member Home Page 

 The Ensign is now digital. It should be in your Inbox. There’s a 

cute article on the 6 Stages in a Boater’s Life: A fun read. 

                                                                        (continued on page 2) 

https://boatlive365.org/cold-water/
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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE  (CONTINUED) 

District 10: 

 The Fall Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 27 October 

2020 via GoToMeeting, and will convene at 1900 for the pur-

pose of acting on matters set forth below:  

1. Recommend approval of FY 2021-22 Budget as recommended for 

approval by the D10 Bridge Officers.  

2. Receive and act upon reports of officers and committees. 

 The Fall Conference Meeting will be held on Saturday, 31 Octo-

ber 2020 via GoToMeeting, and will convene at 0930 for the 

purpose of acting on matters set forth below:  

1. Approval of FY 2021-22 Budget as recommended for approval by 

the D10 District Council.  

2. Receive and act upon reports of officers and committees.  

3. Consider and act upon any other business that may properly come 

before this meeting. 

 

Associate member, P/V/C, Ben Coons heads up the Automated Radio 

Check program for D-10. Our Squadron maintains 2 sites: one at the 

Door County Maritime Museum in Sturgeon Bay, and the second at 

the Museum’s Death’s Door facility in Gills Rock.  Ben has requested 

that all systems in D-10 be disabled, until Sea Tow, Maritel and the 

FCC get things straightened out.  I’ve contacted Kevin Osgood, Exec-

utive Director at DCMM to unplug both systems.  Hopefully, we’ll be 

back up for the 2021 boating season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watch the New Knots to Know Video 

The second video in the new Knots to Know series on how to tie a clove hitch is now available. Every month, America’s Boating Com-

pass releases a new video to demonstrate basic knot tying for new and beginning boaters thanks to a grant from the USPS Educational Fund. 

Subscribe to America’s Boating Compass and our YouTube Channel to receive a notification when a new video is posted.  –Amy Townsend 

Check boatingcompass.org on the 15th of every month for a new video or subscribe to America's Boating Compass, and be the first to re-

ceive a notification.  Amy Townsend 

Read more:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eTUNcVNfRT4   

Carefree and I had fun cruising this season.  The last couple of 

weeks, however, have been a” boil” on the Bay. So, Carefree 

gets pulled next week: Not a good day! 

Just when we thought we were out of the woods, Wisconsin’s 

Covid-19 numbers are up! 

I don’t know about you; but this is getting way beyond OLD. Hope-

fully, a vaccine will be developed soon. To quote our friend Alan 

Wentworth: “Stay safe. It's the best thing we all can do. It's danger-

ous out there” 

Your Commander,                                 

Bob 
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FROM YOUR EDUCATION OFFFICER 

Ahoy Everyone, 

Most of you know that a recurring theme in my monthly articles in 

the Scuttlebutt is safe navigation. My wife is always bringing this up 

when I am navigating the land yacht and keeping a sharp lookout on 

everything but the road in front of us (oops).  Part of navigation is 

being able to give your location when you are in trouble and need 

help. How many of us have broken down on a well- marked highway 

and have called for assistance but were unable to give our exact 

location to a wrecker or to the police when asked for it? Even more 

when we are on the great expanse of unmarked water, how many 

of us have been unable to share our location because we don’t 

know how to use the GPS on the boat or don’t have one aboard 

the boat? A VHF radio with Digital Selective Calling (DSC) fix-

mounted or handheld is considered an essential tool for safe recrea-

tional boating. The first thing the Coast Guard will ask a boater is 

his or her location. What if we are in a dinghy or kayak or other 

small craft without a VHF radio to call for help? Most of us would 

use our cell phones to call for help because they are the one device 

that most of us have on us at all times. The beautiful thing is that 

your cell phone has location services built-in that can be turned on 

and off.  

The Coast Guard in Sector Lake Michigan is now using a system 

that was rolled out throughout the US in May of 2020 called i911. 

This system is another tool in the tool bag to help them to locate 

boaters who are in trouble and need to be rescued. The smart 

phone that you probably have in your pocket can usually be used 

within twenty miles of shore depending on the provider’s signal 

towers. This is not a foolproof system as most of us know who have 

tried to make a call at sea using our cell phones. Sometimes they 

work and sometimes they don’t so use the information I am about 

to give you as an additional way to be rescued and not the main 

way. A recent search for i911 revealed the following information in 

the Sept/Oct issue of Boat Us: 

 ”Sector North Carolina has also successfully used the newly au-

thorized i911 web tool. The sector command center received a 

VHF-FM transmission from a mariner on board a 33-foot Scout; 

both sunset and a storm system were approaching and his boat had 

lost one engine and the second was struggling to overcome the 

prevailing weather conditions. Without a GPS on board, the best 

location description he could provide was that he was in the Albe-

marle Sound – which is 60 miles long and up to 15 miles across, for 

a total area of 450 square miles. By getting the mariner’s cell-

phone number and inputting it into i911, the sector com-

mand center was able to get a GPS position that was up-

dated every 30 seconds. The GPS location was used to broadcast 

a Marine Assistance Request and ultimately to dispatch Coast Guard 

assets to assist the vessel. “The GPS tracking of the  mariner’s cell-

phone continued throughout the case and was a valuable situational 

awareness tool for the command center.” 

If you call the Coast Guard on your VHF they may ask you to give 

them your cell phone number on channel 22A. If you do not have 

GPS on your boat or your kayak, you can give them your cell num-

ber that they will enter into i911. They will send the following mes-

sage on your phone: 

The US Coast Guard has received a report that you may be in dis-

tress. To share your location with the US Coast Guard tap this link: 

https://i911.com/help? This will also include a long string that will 

identify the Coast Guard station you are calling. In Door County 

you would call Coast Guard central Lake Michigan sector to have 

them send you a request for your location. Their number is 414-747

-7190. The Coast Guard in Sturgeon Bay has not used this system 

because CC Central Lake Michigan coordinates all rescue efforts in 

this area. The petty officer in Sturgeon Bay referred me to Central 

Lake Michigan which assured me they have used i911 already. You 

will need to turn on your phone’s location sharing device for the 

Coast Guard to use the satellite system to track your phone’s loca-

tion. To turn on location on an android phone  go to settings, tap 

location and turn the slider to on, and tap mode on high accuracy to 

allow the phone’s location to be shared with i911.  

So, ir you are ever in a siauation where you do not have VHF or a 

GPS and are in trouble, now you can use your trusty cell phone to 

help 1st responders locate and rescue you.   

CLASS NOTES: 

Wisconsin is the number three hot spot in the nation as of this writ-

ing (Sept 30, 2020) It is not prudent for us to conduct any in-person 

classes at this time.  On-line courses are the student’s best option at 

this time. The school district I teach in is conducting in-person clas-

ses with staff and student’s getting sick every day.  We will not place 

our student’s or instructors at risk at this time. 

Fair Winds, 

Steve 

https://i911.com/help


4 

OFFICERS AND BRIDGE 

Commander 

Bob DeNoto 

920-493-0287 

bobdenoto@gmail.com 

 

Executive Officer 

Lou Pasquesi 

920-854-2214 

lou.pasquesi@gmail.com 

 

Educational Officer 

Steve Rank 

920-743-5469 

captainrank@charter.net 

 

Administrative Officer 

Open Position 

 

Secretary 

John Hermann, 

920-743-1675 

john.c.hermann@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 

Cynthia L. Weis 

920-559-3011 

weiscynthia@yahoo.com 

 

Member at Large 

Alan Wentworth 

920-336-3274 

AWentworth@aol.com 

============================================= 

Commander’s Department 

Chaplain   Karen DeNoto 
Flag Lieutenant     Craig Weis 
Merit Marks           Alan Wentworth,  

Executive Department 
Public Relations                  Open 
VSC Officer            Lou Pasquesi 
Safety Officer          John Hermann 
Port Captain                       Dave Baumann  

Education Department 
Adv. Grade Courses    Steve Rank 
Elective Courses          John Welch 
ABC Representative     Bob DeNoto 
& Boat Operator Certification 

Administrative Department 
Membership                     Cynthia Weis 
Cruise Planning                Terry Keating 
Meetings & Programs      Open 
Member Involvement       Dolores Hermann 

Secretary’s Department 
Newsletter                        Dolores Hermann 
Webmaster                       Austin Hermann 
Facebook Manager Cynthia Weis 

Treasurer’s Department 

Ships Store                        Cynthia Weis 

Thank you to all of the members who contributed articles and 

pictures. Please take no offense if your article was somewhat 

changed or if your picture was not included in the Scuttlebutt.  

Changes, exclusions and inclusions are made based on space.      

Submit articles and pictures for the October Scuttlebutt by     

October 30,  2020. 

Send your comments, ideas and articles to:    

dolores.e.hermann@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

The Door Scuttlebutt is published twelve times a year by Ameri-

ca’s Boating Club. Door County Squadron,  a  member of District 

10 of America’s Boating Club, the United States Power  Squad-

rons. 

The Door Scuttlebutt can be found on the                              

Squadron website:  www.usps.org/door 

Austin Hermann, Web master 

 

 

 

Check us out on FACEBOOK  - Go to your FACEBOOK page 

and type in:    DoorCountySailAndPowerSquadron  

In Google type https://www.facebook.com/

DoorCountySailAndPowerSquadron 

 

 

Email your boating related photos and stories to Cynthia Weis—       

weiscynthia@yahoo.com   for posting and tell her if you would  

like to include a comment.  It is helpful to you to say you “like” 

the site and be sure to give it a review. 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
8th    George Mitchell 

9th John Reichmann 

13th  John Hermann 

15th   Tim Mahaffey 

25th   Steve Mayheu 

25th Jim Walker 

28th Dan Balch 
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