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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

I hope we all have had our vaccinations. I had my second, 2 March. To 

say the least, this has been an extremely challenging year. How this 

plays through, and what our new normal will be, is going to be very 

interesting!  I’m optimistic that we will have a much better boating 

season this year, than we had in 2020.  I assure you; your leadership is 

planning on it. We are thinking: picnic, Menominee rendezvous, and 

lay-up. 

2021 Change of Watch 

Your leadership held a Virtual Change of Watch, 26 February, via 

GoToMeeting. Dolores Hermann brought a virtual cake. Officers who 

were sworn in by District Commander Kevin Wehrmann included 

Commander, Bob DeNoto;  Executive Officer, Lou Pasquesi;       

Education Officer, Steve Rank; Secretary, John Hermann and      

Treasurer, Cynthia Weis. After the formals, D/C Kevin presented  the 

State of D-10 and this watch year’s goals.  I’m extremely pleased 

that Kevin will be serving another year as D/C.  He’s solid and leads 

from the front. 

Lets Talk Plans 

. Executive officer, Lou Pasquesi heads up our VSC effort. Lou has 

an aggressive schedule this season with a kick-off meeting at Quar-

ter Deck on 8 May.  Lou has issued a guidelines document for VEs 

and has purchased N99 masks for all. Lou, along with new mem-

ber Geoff Grainger, will be kicking off the Marina Liaison program.  

You may recall, this program was one of the four deliverables of 

the D-10 Task Force Team.  Another program that Lou has in 

queue is Jump Start. Jump Start is focused on the non-member, or 

member who has a new boat,  and needs some help.  We talk 

with candidates, ID their needs, and pair them up with a member 

who has a similar boat. A 2-hour session of instruction is then 

scheduled using the owner’s boat that has undergone a vessel 

safety check.. Successful outcomes result in recruiting new    

members. 

New Tri-Fold Brochure 

Let’s talk recruiting.  At our last executive committee meeting, we 

decided to develop a trifold handout that describes who we are, 

what we do, our robust education programs, our civic           

commitment, the benefits of membership, and the FUN we have. 

Dolores and John Hermann are vacationing on Kiawah Island in 

SC.  That hasn’t deterred us.  Dolores has completed the trifold.  

What a great outcome! Many thanks, Dolores.  

ABC-3 Program 

In addition to being my personal Consigliere, Alan Wentworth, 

wears many hats. He is National Medical Officer (FAST) and chairs 

the National Educational Fund.  The Ed Fund Trustees have a gen-

erous program in force that they are describing as Grant Project 

2021. Any Squadron that wishes to participate, can get up to 20 

copies of the ABC-3 student manuals free; postage and handling 

included. SEO Steve has ordered the 20 copies. I met with Kevin 

Osgood, Executive Director of the Door County Maritime     

Museum.  Many of you have met Kevin and Heather at our     

holiday gatherings at Crossroads.  Kevin is also Commander of 

the USCGA Flotilla 42-7 in Green Bay.  We will be taking ad-

vantage of the 20 student manuals and co-promoting an in-person 

ABC-3 course.  Where?   In the newly constructed 2nd Floor, i.e., 

Captains Quarters, at the museum., hopefully starting mid-May.  

(continued on page 2) 
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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE  (CONTINUED) 

 

National News  

National News. This year’s Annual meeting was held virtually 15-26 

February.  I thought the seminars and workshops I attended were very 

well done. All were recorded. If you want to catch up on the commit-

tee seminars and events, on the VAM  (Virtual Annual Meeting)

website,  go to:  

Agenda with links to recorded sessions.  (Normal spread-

sheet in PDF format)- 

  Click Here 

District 10 News 

Another of the deliverables coming out of the D-10 Task Force Team 

was district-wide virtual classrooms.  Master Instructors have been 

identified, a two-year forward district education calendar has been 

published and courses are underway. Boat Handling (the new Seaman-

ship) started 23 March.  Sail is scheduled to start 28 April.  If you wish 

to sign up for Sail, contact SEO Steve and he will order your materials.  

The District Spring Conference will be virtual as well this year, with 

events and seminars scheduled for 20-25 April. The agenda should be 

available shortly. 

EVENTS CALENDAR 

April 20-25 —D10 Virtual Spring Conference 

April 28—Sail begins 

May 8—VSC pre-season prep and refresher 

May 11—Exec Com Meeting via Go-T0-Meeting 

June 5—VSC blitz at Quarterdeck/Harbor Club  

July 11—Squadron picnic (TBA) 

August —Menominee Rendezvous (TBA) 

 

All future events to be planned and presented based on 

Wisconsin  COVID guidelines 

 Watch the  “Knots to Know” Video 

 
The complete “Knots to Know” series is now available. Knots to 

know includes the cleat hitch, clove hitch, square knot, bowline, 

sheet bend, round turn/two half hitches, and the figure eight. 

  

America’s Boating Compass releases videos demonstrating basic 

knot tying for new and beginning boaters thanks to a grant from 

the USPS Educational Fund.. Subscribe to America’s Boating Com-

pass and our YouTube Channel to receive a notification when a 

new video is posted.  –Amy Townsend  

 

 

I’d like to close with a Rainbow. I consider myself, as a more than 

a half-glass-full person. More like 75-80%.  Given this past year’s   

pandemic, I’m still confident that we can find Rainbows. Mine is a 

simple reinforcement of the value of family and friends.  I grew 

up in a large, extended, Italian family in Bristol Connecticut. Pasta 

Sunday with 20 or more of your family with you was precious! 

What Rainbow did you discover this past year?  Send your sto-

ries to Dolores and she can share them with all of us in the next 

Scuttlebutt.  Until next month:—Stay safe. Real hugs are just 

around the corner. 

Your Commander 

Bob 

https://www.usps.org/images/Exec/Nat_Meetings/2021VAM/2021VAMAgenda5.pdf
https://boatingcompass.org/category/knots/
https://usps.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=d5b226cf16&e=cbd73d4c37
https://usps.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=d5b226cf16&e=cbd73d4c37
https://usps.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=31523ceb1a&e=cbd73d4c37
mailto:townsenda@hq.usps.org
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THE MARINA LIAISON PROGRAM  

USPS America’s Boating Club Door County has begun an outreach effort 

to the boating community through marina managers and boat dealers.  It 

is through these structures that  USPS can reach new boaters to teach 

them about boating safety and to provide them with the confidence they 

need to operate their vessels safely by avoiding dangerous mistakes. This 

effort is called the Marina Liaison Program. 

 

What is a “Marina Liaison”? 

A Marina Liaison will engage local nautical organizations on behalf of 

their Club to: 

• Increase awareness and understanding of America’s Boating Club       

resources, 

• offer to partner and provide free services that will benefit their organi-

zation and members. 

Expected Benefits: 

• Increased membership 

• Increased member involvement 

• focuses resources on our mission 

The Marina Liaison will make a presentation to nautical organi-

zations to familiarize them with who we are, what we do and 

the benefits we bring to them and their clients. 

Then, ABC will present the Jump Start Program which will aid 

in the operation of their new boat. The Jump Start Program 

begins with a vessel safety check to insure that the boater un-

derstands the federal, local and state regulations regarding safe 

boating in the state of Wisconsin. It will also address any ques-

tions, concerns or fears that the new boater may have.  

Jump Start is a two-hour training session. that can be conduct-

ed on the boater’s vessel or the examiner’s vessel. Instruction 

will include on the water rules, navigation rules, docking, and 

fueling. It can also include launching and loading a boat safely. 

There is a real opportunity to  educate and recruit new mem-

bers. 

LT/C Lou Pasquesi,XO will lead these programs and will have 

new member, Geoff Grainger , assist in the implementation of 

the programs. If you have any questions or suggestions, please 

contact me 

                     Lou Pasquesi, XO 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT 

2021 VESSEL SAFETY CHECK SCHEDULE 

  CALL LT/C LOU PASQUESI, VSC CHAIR WITH ANY QUESTIONS - 920-421-2214 

8      MAY  Vessel Safety Check Season Prep Meeting/Quarter Deck 

     VSC SCHEDULE  2021  

26-28 MAY   Walleye Tournament Sturgeon Bay 

29 MAY  Yacht Works/Beacon Marine/Sister Bay  

5 JUNE  VSC Blitz -Quarter Deck Marina/Harbor Club 

10-12 JUNE  Ephraim Muni/Yacht Club/Rentals 

17 JUNE  Sister Bay Rentals/transient slips 

19 JUNE  Fish Creek Muni/Alibi Dock/Rentals 

26 JUNE  Egg Harbor Marina or as requested by boater’s group 

27 JUNE  Wavepoint Marina/Center Point Marina 

6 JULY  Return to Bailey’s Harbor 

9 JULY  Gills Rock Marina/Ellison Bay  

   Kap’s Marina/Shipyard Island Marina/boat over 

17 JULY  Return to Quarter Deck/Harbor Club 

17 JULY  Lathem Smith Marina 

18 JULY  Return to Yacht Works/Sister Bay/Ephraim 

18 ULY  Return to Wavepoint 

19 JULY  Check Marinas for Transients frequently 

07 AUG  Bailey’s Harbor/Egg Harbor/Fish Creek 

4 SEP  Sister Bay Marina Fest PR Tent/Knots/Info 
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ALL GREAT LAKES GOING DOWN QUICKLY, DISTANCING FROM 

LAST YEAR’S RECORD WATER LEVELS 

BY LOU PASQUESI 

3/6 - From an article by Mark Torregrossa in MLive.com, the Great Lakes aren’t in just a normal water decline mode. They are now going down 

faster than usual and putting some distance between current water levels and last year’s record water levels. 

February saw water levels decline on all of the Great Lakes. This is a normal-time seasonal decline, plus more decline. Due to the lack of precipi-

tation and lack of ice cover, some of the Great Lakes dropped even more than is usually expected in February. The forecast for March is also to 

continue the water level decline on each Great Lake. 

Lake Superior’s water level fell 3 inches in February and is now 7 inches below this time last year. Going into summer, Lake Superior is expected 

to be 3 to 6 inches below last year and 9 inches below record water levels. 

Lake Michigan - Huron also went down 3 inches in February on dry weather and increasing evaporation due to lack of ice. The water is still 27 

inches above average, but 10 inches below last year, when it was at record levels. Lake Michigan-Huron is forecast to be nowhere near record 

levels this summer, remaining 9 to 11 inches below last summer’s record water levels.       Click here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U.S. COAST GUARD ANNOUNCES NEW LAW REQUIRING USE OF ENGINE CUT-

OFF SWITCHES (ecos) 

Each year the Coast Guard receives reports of recreational vessel operators who fall or are suddenly and unexpectedly 

thrown out of their boat. These events have led to injuries and deaths. During these incidents the boat continues to oper-

ate with no one in control of the vessel, leaving the operator stranded in the water as the boat continues on course or co-

ninues to circle the person in the water, eventually striking them, often with the propeller. These dangerous runaway vessel 

situations put the ejected operator, other users of the waterway, and marine law enforcement officers and other first re-

sponders in serious danger. Operators of recreational vessels less than 26 feet in length will be required to use an engine 

cut-off switch (ECOS) and associated ECOS link (ECOSL) as of April 1, 2021, as the U.S. Coast Guard implements a law 

passed by Congress        click here 

https://www.mlive.com/weather/2021/03/all-great-lakes-going-down-quickly-distancing-from-last-years-record-water-levels.html
https://uscgboating.org/recreational-boaters/engine-cut-off-switch-faq.php
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FROM YOUR EDUCATION OFFICER 
Ahoy Everyone, 

During our recent bridge meeting it came to my attention that the 

Coast Guard is requiring boaters in vessels under 26 feet to have 

the operator tethered to the kill switch for an engine be it inboard 

or outboard or inboard/outboard . This is only applicable to a boat 

that is on plane or running faster than displacement speed with a 

three horsepower or more motor. That leaves out all the sailboats I 

know (except maybe a MacGreggor  fitted with a fifty horse out-

board on the stern), because displacement hulled sailboats i.e. all the 

mono hulled non planning boats  I know of,  can’t exceed displace-

ment speed unless it is surfing while running before the wind.  

 The kill switch, of course, is to help the skipper to stop the boat 

and to have a chance to re-board it.  

Unfortunately a sail-

boat with raised sails 

will continue sailing 

with or without its 

engine running when 

the sailor falls over-

board.  Some sailors 

will tether themselves 

to the boat without 

enough lead to put 

them in the water in 

the first place. If the 

tether is too long the 

person may well drown by being pulled under by the boat if you are 

facing forward. Others will 

drag a long line behind the 

boat as a line of last resort to 

catch the boat and have a 

hope to re-board.  If you 

have ever tried to pull your-

self up to a boat that is 

speeding away with a running 

line you know that just like 

with a long tether this is a 

quick way to drown or be-

come exhausted. Tying a line to the rudder to pull the rudder 

over has been more successful if you can catch and pull it 

immediately.   

The following information appeared in a New Orleans news-

paper article concerning the kill switch law: https://

www.theadvocate.com/acadiana/sports/article_926f157e-878c

-11eb-a98d-9f847714a77b.html 

 The Coast Guard pushed for the new law after compiling years 

of data showing an increasing number of boaters and fishermen 

killed or injured by “runaway” boats. 

 “During these incidents the boat continues to operate with no 

one in control of the vessel, leaving the operator stranded in 

the water as the boat continues on course, or the boat begins 

to circle the person in the water eventually striking them, often 

with the propeller,” the release stated. “These dangerous runa-

way vessel situations put the ejected operator, other users of 

the waterway, and marine law enforcement officers and other 

first responders in serious danger.” 

 In hearings supporting the new regulation, Coast Guard 

spokespersons said they believed most recreational boats man-

ufactured during the past 30 years have kill switches installed, 

and this new regulation “obligates recreational vessel operators 

to use critical safety equipment already present on their boats.” 

So here is the takeaway. Whether you are required to or not, why 

not use a kill switch and tether when you are underway and under 

power? You really might be able to stop the boat and you will for 

sure avoid the deadly circling of a skipper-less boat under power as 

described above.  

Most motors manufactured in the last 30 years already have a kill 

switch installed for them. All you need to comply with the law is to 

use a tether connected to the switch and the helmsman when the 

engine is running. By the way, the other precautions described for 

sailboats are also not a bad idea. Finally, never forget that the most 

critical lifesaving piece of equipment you can have is a PFD installed 

on your body. If you hit the water without it you might utter one of 

my favorite sayings of Native American warriors about to engage in 

battle, “Today is a good day to die”. 

 

 

(continued on page 6) 
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The second piece of information I ran across this month is a report 

from NOAA that the deep water in Lake Michigan is warming to the 

point that winter on the bottom is becoming shorter and shorter. 

This means that water 150 feet below the surface is warming. The 

effect is an upset possible to the biannual mixing of surface and deep 

water in the spring and fall. The effect of warming water below could 

be a reduction or halt in this mixing creating less oxygen in the water 

overall seriously disrupting the food chain and making the lake more 

attractive to invasive species that would otherwise be killed or 

slowed down by colder water.  

If you love the lake as a fisherman, boater, or homeowner concerned 

about water levels, the warming of the water deep below the surface 

is not good news. This is another piece of information that should 

serve as a wakeup call for all of us. As an aside, the Gulf Stream is 

also slowing down and may stop because of the amount of ice melt in 

Greenland that is contributing to warmer seawater that can slow 

down the sinking of cold water along the coast of North America 

that drives the conveyer belt known as the North Atlantic Oscilla-

tion. Let’s stop burying our heads in the sand and take steps to cor-

rect the problems that are right in front of us. 

Class notes 

Sail is scheduled to start April 28. The sail course is being 

offered by District 10 and Central Wisconsin and taught by 

billdohr@charter.net on Go-to-Meeting. The course runs on 

Wednesdays from 4-28-21 through 6-2-21. If you want to 

take this course please let me know and I will order materials 

for you that you can pick up from me in Sturgeon Bay. You 

will need to be available in Sturgeon Bay for the test so that 

we can proctor it. Please let me know ASAP if you will be 

taking this course so that course materials can be sent and 

put in your hands before the course begins. If you are reading 

this and are in a different squadron, ask your SEO to order 

materials for you so that you can take this course as well. I 

will keep you informed about upcoming seminars and courses 

that will be offered either in Go-to-Meeting format or in per-

son. 

 Please remember to get vaccinated as soon as you are eligi-

ble to hasten the achievement of herd immunity. The sooner 

we reach that state, the sooner we can return to resuming 

safely our courses and face-to face social gatherings. 

Fair Winds and Following Seas, 

Steve 

 

 

FROM  YOUR EDUCATION OFFICER (CONTINUED) 
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CRUISE PLANNING  

 APRIL UPDATE 

It looks as if boating will start early this season.  Boats will 

likely be in the water in April since ice has already left the 

Sturgeon Bay area.  Marina docks usually will have early    

electricity although marina-specific water and clubhouse  

services may be limited until official opening dates. 

Usually early shake-down cruises venture to Marinette/

Menominee, Fish Creek, Egg Harbor and later to Escanaba, 

Fayette, Washington Harbor and points east into Lake     

Michigan. 

Gary and Sandy King sent in an email mentioning that they 

are planning a cruise in July and anticipate this proposed 

schedule and stops: 

7/9 & 7/10; Friday and Saturday night, Fish Creek, WI, Alibi 

Marina. (They have a wedding to attend) 

7/11 & 7/12; Sunday and Monday night, Washington Island, 

Jackson Harbor. 

7/13 and beyond; Tuesday, depart to any suggestions.      

Manistique or St James Harbor or Charlevoix area for several 

days. Possible continuation to The Mackinac Straight area. 

If you have interest in participating in all or part of this July 

trip, let us know and together we will plan to go.  We will set 

up a cruise-specific text or email communication mechanism for 

participants to plan and communicate.  Some cruisers may start 

earlier and catch up with other cruisers along the way. 

Once the marinas and harbors are open for business, you will need 

to make your own reservations.  For July’s cruise, be aware that 

Fish Creek’s Alibi Dock (https://www.alibimarina.com/) fills up early 

so check in as soon as they begin taking reservations (920-868-

3789).  Call Pam Young (920-847-2454) at the Jackson Harbor Inn 

(https://jacksonharborinn.com/) to reserve a slip in Jackson Harbor. 

Offer ideas as to where you would like to extend this cruise into 

Northern Lake Michigan.  Some favorite ports include Beaver Island 

[St. James Harbor - they are working on building out a second   

municipal marina (North and South docks)], Charlevoix, Elk Rapids, 

Petoskey, Leland, Frankfort and Fayette.  Many of you would also 

enjoy anchoring in the Manitou Islands, South River Bay, and others 

still to be discovered. 

Send us an email if you want to invite friends to cruise with you. 

Terry Keating  

Email:  terrykeating4@gmail.com  

New Cell: (920) 889-9059 

 

 

CRUISERS AT SEA 

Could this be you in 2021? 

CRUISERS AT CEDAR RIVER 

https://www.alibimarina.com/
https://jacksonharborinn.com/
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OFFICERS AND BRIDGE 

Commander 

Bob DeNoto 

920-493-0287 

bobdenoto@gmail.com 

 

Executive Officer 

Lou Pasquesi 

920-421-2214 

lou.pasquesi@gmail.com 

 

Educational Officer 

Steve Rank 

920-743-5469 

captainrank@charter.net 

 

Administrative Officer 

Open Position 

 

Secretary 

John Hermann, 

920-743-1675 

john.c.hermann@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 

Cynthia L. Weis 

920-559-3011 

weiscynthia@yahoo.com 

 

Member at Large 

Alan Wentworth 

920-336-3274 

AWentworth@aol.com 

============================================= 

Commander’s Department 

Flag Lieutenant     Craig Weis 
Merit Marks           Alan Wentworth,  

Executive Department 
Public Relations                  Open 
VSC Officer            Lou Pasquesi 
Safety Officer          John Hermann 
Port Captain                       Dave Baumann  

Education Department 
Adv. Grade Courses    Steve Rank 
Elective Courses          John Welch 
ABC Representative     Bob DeNoto 
& Boat Operator Certification 

Administrative Department 
Membership                     Cynthia Weis 
Cruise Planning                Terry Keating 
Meetings & Programs      Open 
Member Involvement       Dolores Hermann 

Secretary’s Department 
Newsletter                        Dolores Hermann 
Webmaster                       Austin Hermann 
Facebook Manager Cynthia Weis 

Treasurer’s Department 

Ships Store                        Cynthia Weis 

Thank you to all of the members who contributed articles and 

pictures. Please take no offense if your article was somewhat 

changed or if your picture was not included in the Scuttlebutt.  

Changes, exclusions and inclusions are made based on space.      

Submit articles and pictures for the May Scuttlebutt by     

April 30,  2021. 

Send your comments, ideas and articles to:    

dolores.e.hermann@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

The Door Scuttlebutt is published ten times a year by America’s 

Boating Club. Door County Squadron,  a  member of District 10 

of America’s Boating Club, the United States Power  Squadrons. 

The Door Scuttlebutt can be found on the                              

Squadron website:  www.usps.org/door 

Austin Hermann, Web master 

 

 

 

Check us out on FACEBOOK  - Go to your FA-

CEBOOK page and type in:    DoorCountySailAndPowerSquad-

ron  

In Google type https://www.facebook.com/

DoorCountySailAndPowerSquadron 

 

 

Email your boating related photos and sto- ries 

to Cynthia Weis—       weiscynthia@yahoo.com   for posting and 

tell her if you would  like to include a comment.  It is helpful to 

you to say you “like” the site and be sure to give it a review. 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

Tom Voegele—4 

Susan Mitchell—13 

Steve Rank—20 

Andrea Kinsey-Jauquet—21 

Jean Baumann—23 

Dallas Greetham—24 

mailto:bobdenoto@gmail.com
mailto:lou.pasquesi@gmail.com
mailto:captainrank@charter.net
mailto:John.C.Hermann@gmail.com
mailto::weiscynthia@yahoo.
mailto:AWentworth@aol.com
mailto:mailtodolores.e.hermann@gmail.com
http://www.usps.org/door

