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                     Commanderõs Message 

W ell, another Change of 

Watch has passed and 

I would like to welcome the 

bridge members and thank 

them for accepting their posi-

tions. I 

look for-

ward to 

working 

together 

this year. 

We had a 

very nice 

group at the 37th Change of 

Watch and my thanks to all 

for coming out. For those of 

you that did not attend, you 

missed a nice evening  
This year we have some new 

faces on the Bridge and they 

are, Megan & Brad Humphrey 

and Kimberlee Stevens. 

Megan will be our treasurer, 

Brad will be our Administra-

tion Officer and Kimberlee 

will be our assistant Admini-

stration Officer. Brad and 

Megan joined Kingsway about 

two years ago and are active 

boaters in the Atlantic City 

area. They have attended vari-

ous courses to date and cur-

rently finishing the AP course. 

Welcome Aboard! 

I  s your vessel Coast Guard 

ready for the new boating 

season? I suggest you check 

now before you do any serious 

boating. Since the U. S. Power 

Squadrons joined with the 

Coast Guard Auxiliary in their 

Vessel Safety Check Program, 

I think it is only fair that 

Kingsway boaters meet or 

exceed the federal boating 

requirements. Based on prior 

yearôs boardingôs, here are 

some suggestions that will 

help you meet federal safety 

requirements for recreational 

[Message p.4] 

boats but more importantly 

assure you a safe boating 

season. 

Visual Distress Signals: 

Boarding officers discovered 

that most boaters carried an 

appropriate number of visual 

distress signals (three) how-

ever, they often exceeded 

their 3 ½ year/42 month life. 

Pyrotechnic visual distress 

signals must be Coast Guard 

approved, in serviceable con-

dition, and marked with an 

expiration date. Itôs okay to 

retain expired flares as long 

as they are in serviceable 

condition. If you donôt want 

to use pyrotechnic visual dis-

tress signals, you must carry 

a CG approved electric lan-

tern that automatically flashes 

the international SOS distress 

signal and the orange interna-

tional distress flag. Again, 

make sure the flares (three) 

have not exceeded their 3 ½ 

year useful life. 

Ventilation: All boats that 

use gasoline for fuel are re-

quired to be equipped with a 

[Ready p.2] 

Ready For The ô09 Boating Season?  

By: P/C Edward Rearick, AP   Chairman Kingsway Safety/VSC Committee 

[If you have questions or need the name of a Vessel Safety Check officer, contact Ed at 

rearco@verizon.net] 

D/C Ralph Bernard installed 

the new Kingsway Bridge 

for the third year and he told 

us he would be back next 

year. Ralph did share with 

us some of the items on the 

D/5 agenda.  I would like to 

echo a little that was said by 

Ralph.   

This yearôs District theme is 

ñD/5 Lights the Wayò. This 

is in recognition of educa-

tion excellence, member-

ship, retention of member-

ship, safety, and most im-

portantly fun.   

National Safe Boating Week   May 16ñ22 
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1980 must meet Coast BT499 Guard 

Ventilation Standards.  That is, a 

power ventilation system is required 

for each compartment in a boat that 

has a permanently in-

stalled gasoline engine 

with a cranking motor 

for remote starting. 

Boarding officers discov-

ered proper ventilation 

systems in place but in 

some cases exhaust 

openings were ob-

structed, ducts blocked 

or torn, and blowers not 

operating properly. Just 

because you can hear 

your blower it doesnôt necessarily 

mean itôs discharging gas fumes over-

board; vibrations can work duct hoses 

loose and separate them from fittings. 

Placing a hand over an exhaust duct 

will quickly reveal whether a blower is 

discharging.  

Life Jackets (Personal Flotation 

Devices): Boarding officers are 

pleased to report that most boaters 

carried CG approved life jackets for 

the number of people aboard that they 

were in serviceable condition, and of 

appropriate size for the user. Make 

sure they are removed from the plastic 

bag and readily available. The bad 

news is that many boaters failed to 

carry a Type Four Personal Flotation 

Device (PFD), commonly known as a 

throwable device. Any boat 16 feet 

and longer (except canoes and kayaks) 

must carry one Coast Guard approved 

Type Four throwable PFD. Also, at-

tach 25 foot of line to the device to 

ensure you are able to retrieve it and 

the PIW. (Person in water)  

Sound Producing Devices: Often 

even a whistle would do but too often 

boarding officers discovered operators 

lacking any means of attracting atten-

tion. Regulations state that any vessel 

less than 12 meters (39 feet) in length 

may carry a whistle, horn, or some 

other means to make an efficient 

sound signal during periods of reduced 

visibility. Boaters should occasionally 

test their boat horn. Itôs better to have 

you discover a horn malfunction than a 

boarding officer. A whistle provides an 

effective low cost backup horn.  

Registration: Many recreational boat-

ers carried the current registration stick-

ers on their boatôs hull but 

failed to have the original 

registration papers aboard. 

This can really slow down 

a vessel examination be-

cause the boarding officer 

must call in on the radio to 

confirm ownership. On a 

busy boating day, this can 

take time. Remember, the 

law requires, as with auto-

mobiles, that you must 

carry aboard current regis-

tration- copies wonôt do.  

Navigation Lights: Must be of a con-

figuration specified for the length of the 

boat and must be operative and fully 

visible through the required arc. Boats 

less than 16 feet do not require lights 

unless they are going to be out after 

dark. Regardless of boat size, if lights 

are installed, they must be installed 

properly and operate.  

Fire Extinguishers: Are not required 

to be mounted however, if mounted you 

always know there it is. It should be 

readily accessible and minimum for 

size 

and type of boat. Halon/FE241/CO2 

must be inspected and tagged by a rec-

ognized authority within six months of 

the inspection.  Pressure gauges or indi-

cators must be in the operable range.  

There should be no obvious physical 

damage, corrosion, leakage or clogged 

nozzles. Do not check the charge by 

test firing.  

[Ready?] Backfire Flame Arrester: All gasoline 

powered inboard motorboats must have a 

Coast Guard Approved Backfire Flame 

Control. This device must be securely 

attached to the air intake of the carburetor 

with a flametight connection. Boarding 

officers often find the arrester screen oily. 

They must be clean and free of oil and 

dirt. 

Registration Numbers: All undocu-

mented vessels equipped with propulsion 

machinery must be registered in the State 

of principal use. These numbers must be 

displayed on your vessel. They must be 

painted or permanently attached to each 

side of the forward half of the vessel, of 

contrasting color and not less than three 

inches in height. Must be properly spaced 

ï not scrunched together. Example -  NJ 

(space) 1234 (space) AB.  Mounting them 

on a plaque and hanging from the bow 

rail or mounted behind glass, on the cabin 

window, is unacceptable. Fancy lettering 

is a NO-NO. They must be plain block 

letters!  

In summary: These are just the common 

discrepancies that often appear during 

boarding. To guarantee you are Coast 

Guard squared away I recommend you 

obtain the Federal Requirements and 

safety Tips for Recreational Boats pam-

phlet. This pamphlet is excellent and user 

friendly, itôs all you need to know in a 

hand-size brochure - your ticket to 

passing a Coast Guard boarding.  

Better yet, since we are involved 

with the Auxiliary in their VSC 

program, get yourself a free Vessel 

Safety Check and ask the Examiner 

what other equipment is recom-

mended.  When you see that Coast 

Guard Auxiliary Patrol Ensign fly-

ing from a vessel with a Facility 

Inspection Decal, it means that ves-

sel is a Coast Guard Facility, has 

been offered for use to the Coast Guard 

and the operator has received special 

training. All Auxiliary membersô vessels 

are required to meet certain requirements 

and pass a rigorous inspection. Letôs all 

meet or exceed the Federal guidelines and 

make the waterways as safe as we can. 

 

* * * * * * * * * *  

  Every boat needs to be  checked! 

[Click logo for link to 

USPS VSC page.] 

http://www.usps.org/national/vsc/
http://www.usps.org/national/vsc/


Fire Extinguisher Safety Recall 
RECALL INFORMATION  

Name of product: Kidde XL Fire Extinguishers  

Units: About 167,000  
 
Distributor : Walter Kidde Portable Equipment Inc., of Mebane, N.C.  
 
Hazard: The pressurized cylinders in the recalled fire extinguishers could lose pressure and fail to operate. In the event of a 
fire, this failure could put a consumer and property at risk.  
 
Incidents/Injuries : None reported.  
 
Description: This recall involves the Kidde XL Fire Extinguishers with model numbers FX340SC, FX340H, FX340GW, 
XL5MR, FX210R, FX340SC-2, FX210W, XL2.5TCZ-4, E-340-3 and with manufacture dates between October 2007 and 
April 2008. ñKiddeò and the model number can be found on the label on the front of the extinguisher. The manufacture year 
is on the bottom of the extinguisher. If your extinguisher is one of the listed model numbers and is marked with the year 07 or 
08, contact Kidde to determine if you have a recalled extinguisher.  
 
Sold at: Department, home, and hardware stores nationwide from October 2007 through April 2008 for about $35.  
 
Manufactured in:  Mexico  
 
Remedy: Consumers should immediately inspect the pressure gauge. If it points to the red zone, contact Kidde to receive a 
free replacement extinguisher. If the gauge is not in the red zone, but you have questions about an extinguisher within the 
listed model numbers, please contact Kidde for additional information.  
 
Additional details are available at the following web sites.  
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml09/09151.html  
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  From the Secretaryôs  Desk 
 

During the recent Piloting class, I gave the students two websites that I have found useful 

when working with electronic charts. 

 The first is (obviously) NOAA's Office of Coast Survey http://

www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/ It is THE place for all things charting.  From here you can 

view charts, download electronic charts, download electronic copies of Coast Pilot and Chart 

#1, get links to chart updates, check the dates of latest chart revisions and much more.   

 The second site that I have found very useful is, GPSBabel http://

www.gpsbabel.org/  GPSBabel converts waypoints, tracks, and routes between popular GPS 

receivers and mapping programs. It also has powerful manipulation tools for such data.  I 

have downloaded and used several versions of this program to port waypoints, routes, and 

tracks between my GPS and Chart plotter as well as between those units and the Maptech 

Chart Navigator software provided with several USPS classes.  This tool has a Graphical User 

Interface that supports many data formats.   

Penn 

Y ouôll find extra pages in this issue as we begin to take advantage of the new-found flexibility 
of electronic distribution.  The last three pages are a 
special pre-season checklist to help you get ready.  

The list was recently published by our neighbors,  

the nearby Absecon Island Power Squadron and 
our thanks for Apryl Bernardôs permission to re-

print. 

 

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml09/09151.html
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/
http://www.gpsbabel.org/
http://www.gpsbabel.org/
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informative seminars 

Thinking ahead to next fall, we will be 

interested in teaching whatever 

courses you are interested in. Please 

contact Clarence Cramer, SEO by E-

mail: cwcramer@comcast.net or 

phone: 609-261-1755 and let him 

know what you would like. 

  

 

 

USPS 

Seminars 

The education year is drawing to a 

close. The Weather course was com-

pleted and the AP course will finish 

this month. 

Our one night GPS seminar conducted 

by Pat Cunningham was a big success 

ð 13 attendees.  Watch for more an-

nouncements of these short but very 

 Education Department News 

 

Ralph recognizes the challenges that todayôs Squadrons 

face and offered ideas. One idea, which I thought was 

very good, would be to combine efforts, resources, and 

break the ñterritorialò boundaries. Contact other Squad-

rons and have combined outings. As always, membership 

is at the top of the list. My challenge this year to everyone 

in Kingsway is to contact some one in the squadron that 

has not been out to a meeting for a while. We all know 

someone.  

The D/5 Southbound cruise will start in Annapolis and 

end in Cape Charles VA. and will mark the start of the 

2009  D/5 summer rendezvous.  To see additional infor-

mation log into Kingsway at www.usps.org/kingsway. 

There is a link to D/5 website.  

As we approach, the summer boating season donôt forget 

to get your Vessel Safety Examination (VSE). Kingsway 

has qualified people and if you need to find someone con-

tact Ed Rearick. Ed is the Kingswayôs Safety Officer and 

can arrange for some one to perform the examination. 

One other thing, donôt forget your marina neighbor.  

We have two meetings remaining and check the Weather 

Vane for locations and time.  

[Message] We have two meetings remaining and check the Upcoming 

Events on page 5 for locations and time. We have our new 

memberôs picnic in June at Campbellôs Field. All new mem-

bers that joined Kingsway this past year are invited at no 

charge. We have a suite with a picnic style dinner and soft 

drinks. Last year was a great success and we are looking for-

ward to another one this year. Contact Brad Humphrey for tick-

ets. We have a limited amount and get them while there hot.   

In case you havenôt noticed, National is now billing for your 

annual dues You should be receiving yours in the mail very 

soon. You can send a check or go to the National Web Site and 

pay by credit card. www.usps.org   

I am looking forward to this year and hope to make some 

changes and need your help in making these changes reality. 

We need your feedback. I always say with out feed back you 

cannot move forward. This is a team effort and we need 

Kingsway to move forward and adapt to the changing times. 

Please contact me directly or a bridge member if you have an 

idea for an event. Letôs make it happen.  

Be safe and have fun. And keep 

  Kingsway Lighting the Way 

Bill Nelson, Jr. 

http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars.htm 
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