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Mission Statement   “To promote recreational boating safety through education and civic activities while providing fellowship for o ur members” 

The official publication of the Grand Lake & Power Squadron a unit of the United  States Power Squadrons.®.   

Commander’s Letter Nov 2015 

 

We have enjoyed some beautiful boating weather this fall.  The temperatures will be 

getting a little cooler, but, there is still time to get out there and enjoy the lake before 

our boats are winterized. 

 

November is a big month for our squadron.  On November 14 a great slate of new 

officers will be installed. Many of you have been contacted regarding taking an ap-

pointed position within the Squadron for next year.  Please consider taking an appoint-

ed position when you are contacted.  The Squadron runs on volunteer effort and if 

everybody takes on a job, it will not be a burden placed on a few.  Please do your part. 

 

This is my last commander’s letter, so I have taken a little time to reflect on what we 

have done.  During my term I have stressed the three legs of the USPS triangle to fo-

cus our efforts in improving our squadron.  I think we have made strides, but we have 

room to improve in all areas.  Give your support to the officers so our improvements 

will continue. 

 

Remember, all members are invited to attend Eboard meetings it they have concerns 

and issues or if they are only curious to what goes on. 

Be safe on the water and watch out for the other boat. 

 

David B. Sloan, AP 

Commander, Grand Lake Sail and Power Squadron 
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The Grand Lake Sail and Power Squadron Participates in Grove 
Pelican Fest 

Fall brings the Pelicans back to Grand Lake and Grove celebrates 
the occasion with the annual Pelican Fest.  This year the Pelican 
Fest included a parade on Saturday October 10 along Main Street 
and 3rd Street.  Vendor and craft booths were located at the Wolf 
Creek Boat Launch on Friday and Saturday along with a midway of 
carnival rides.  The Grand Lake Sail and Power Squadron was there 
to participate in the parade and with a booth at Wolf Creek.  The 
Power Squadron also contributed by staffing the GLA Visitor’s Cen-
ter while GLA staff setup Wolf Creek for the Fest. 
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Charles Chapman Award 

7 New Members 

Boating Award for  

Public Education Civic Service Award 

Re-Alignment for 

Bill Miller 

 

3rd place at National 

 

1st place winner  

Casey Sloan from  

from Falls Church, 

VA age 10. 
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Mark your calendars! District 30 
spring conference will be held at  
Lake of the Ozarks in Osage 
Beach, MO. More details to come. 
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Jim Chastain 1 

Scott Cox  4 

Ed Landers  2 

Connie Spicer 15 

Earl Starkman 19 

 

Ken Noteboom 20 

Pegy Miller  22 

Kathy Hunt 27 

Bill Reese  27 

Chuck Perry Speaks to the Grand Lake Sail and Power Squadron 
 

Chuck Perry was the speaker for the October  15th meeting of the Grand Lake Sail and Power 
Squadron at the Rancho Viejo Mexican Restaurant.  Chuck is a one of seven members  of the 
Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Commission. The Commission’s role is to promote tourism 

in Oklahoma from within the state, nationally, and internationally. Tourism is the third largest 
economic engine in Oklahoma after energy and agriculture.    Over 18,000 people are directly 
employed in tourism in the state.  State Parks are a big tourism draw.  There are 35 state parks 
and they are in need of additional capital improvements.  The commission faces a 10% reduc-
tion in funds next year as a result of the reduction in revenue from the energy sector.  Chuck 
urged the audience to contact their legislatures to voice our interest in supporting tourism and 
the need for additional funding. 
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Grand Lake Sail and Power Squadron Teaches Weather and Seamanship Courses 
In October five members of the Grand Lake Sail and Power Squadron are completing the Weather 
course.  In this course students will become keener observers of the weather, but weather observations 
only have meaning in the context of understanding the basic principles of meteorology — the science of the 
atmosphere. The course focuses on the principles of how weather systems form, behave, move, and inter-
act with one another. The course concentrates on accessing all sorts of weather reports and forecasts par-
ticularly from the Internet.   
 
Also in October  2014 four members of the Grand Lake Sail and Power Squadron course and three student 
from the public will complete the Seamanship Course.  This course is the first step into building boating 
confidence and competence for safe and fun on-the-water adventures. Seamanship presents material ap-
plicable to both power and sail, covering such topics as the construction and functioning of a boat, the skip-
per’s responsibilities, preparing the boat for use, handling and maneuvering a vessel under various condi-
tions in close quarters and on the open water, rules of the road, anchoring, emergencies, and marlinespike/
basic knots. As a part of the course the students will be offered an on-the-water experience where course 
members will practice the skills learned under the guidance of our highly qualified instructors. 

By P/C Jim Sweeten, SN 
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Here  

are 

pictures 

from 

past 

silent 

auctions. 
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Part of the fun operating a PWC is jumping wakes. However cutting to close to the sterns of other boats to jump 

their wakes is dangerous. Stay at least 100 feet behind the boat. This should give you sufficient room to observe 

traffic conditions in all directions. Avoid jumping wakes in areas of high boat traffic. If you fall, you may not be 

seen in the water, and you could be injured by an approaching boat. Remember, the GRDA’s lake rule of no wake 

jumping in any arm of Grand Lake that has a name ending in Creek, Cove or Hollow or in the Cowskin and Elk Riv-

ers. 

 

 

By P/D/C Larry Stout SN-IN  

 

 

 

 

Carbon monoxide poisoning can occur with the “station wagon effect” on boats. When running your boat under 
power, make sure that the stern ports are closed and the cockpit has some positive air flow through it. People have 
gone below to nap in the aft cabin and been overcome by the CO fumes that were sucked in the open ports of the 
cabin. Without positive air flow through the cockpit from an open windshield, the same effect may occur. Be cau-
tious about rafting up with another boat that is running a generator or motor. The exhaust fumes may enter your 
boat depending where the exhaust is exiting.  Avoid going under a swim platform if the generator or motor is run-
ning and the exhaust outlet is located under it as the concentration of carbon monoxide can be so great one large 
breath can be fatal. 
 If you have a carbon monoxide detector, check it periodically to make sure it is working. If you don’t have one, it is 
time to install one. For many cruisers it is wise to install at least two. Put them in the sleeping areas and salon. 
The symptoms of mild carbon monoxide poisoning are nearly the same as motion sickness or flu-like with nausea, 
weakness, dizziness and headache. Confusion may occur and if the concentration is heavy enough one will become 
almost immediately unconscious and stop breathing leading to death.  

Rafting up on the lake is fun, but setting the anchor to hold properly can be a challenge for the boater. To help your 
anchor hold properly, it is important to have the correct scope. The “rode” or anchor line should be a minimum of 
5:1 for calm conditions to 10:1 for severe conditions.  A scope of 7:1 is suitable for most situations.  To figure the 
length on Grand Lake (no tides), determined the depth of the water and the distance of your bow to the water. For 
example: 10’ of water depth with the bow 3’ above the water means 10+3=13x7 (scope) =91 feet of rode. A short 
length of chain from the anchor to the rode or anchor line will help the horizontal pull of the anchor on the 
bottom. 
After setting the anchor, pick out some reference points on land to check from time to time so you can tell if your 

anchor is dragging. If so, it may be necessary to reset the anchor. 
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The Prince Henry is the most prestigious award that a squadron can 

receive. There are only 33 such statutes in the world, one for each of 

the 33 United States Power Squadrons’ Districts. It is awarded by a 

district to the squadron that has members elevated to the rank of Jun-

ior Navigator, Navigator or Senior Navigator within an educational 

year Grand Lake Squadron received the award 3 consecutive years 

and at the disillusion of District 31 retained the right to permanently 

keep the award for permanent display. 

A display cabinet will be purchased to display the award in the map 

room of the Grand Lake Visitors’ Center. 

The following members’ educational achievements contributed to the 

squadron receiving the award: Junior Navigators P/C Jim Chastain,   

P/C Baxter Thorman and Orville Edwards; Navigator P/C Bob Hunt; 

and Senior Navigators P/C Jim Sweeten and P/D/C Larry Stout. 
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The Pelican is the official publication of the Grand Lake Sail and Power Squadron, Debbie Sweeten, Editor. Please email all 

correspondence to  jdsweeten3@suddenlink.net . 

 

Grand Lake Sail and Power Squadron’s 

 Commander is Cmdr. David Sloan, AP  

 918.786-4871  sloandb@hotmail.com 

 

Webmaster P/D/C Bill Miller, P   

wmmiller@aol.com 

 

 

Grand Lake Power Squadron website... 

www.usps.org/Grandlake  
District 30website… 

www.usps.org/d30 

National… 

www.usps.org  

 

 

From your Editor… 

Please send me pictures (with names and the activity), ideas and suggestions that are most important to you. The deadline is the 23rd of the month.    

Thanks for your input. 

Debbie 

November- 

 
11/14      Change of Watch Decorating 1000-1200    Cherokee Yacht Club 

11/14      GLSPS Social Hour,                    1800 

              Dinner,  and Change of Watch      1900    Cherokee Yacht Club 

11/17       E-Board Meeting                   1000 – 1200         GLA 

December- 

 
12/11          Christmas Party                      TBD     Wyandotte Casino 

12/12 Decorate Parade Float          1000-1130           Cox's 

12/12 Grove Christmas Parade     1800        Civic Center 

12/15 E-Board Meeting      1000 – 1200           GLA 


