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Commander’s Corner

| want to personally, and on behalf of the entiad&é Mohave Squadron, thank Cdr. Bill Johnson
for all the support he has given us since our edalys as a provisional squadron. Bill has always
been there to assist, direct, advise and in getefradlp in any way he can. His influence on the
squadron will always be remembered and we hopate many enjoyable times with him and the
Phoenix Squadron. John Gilbert and Barb Bramé$ed/e recognition for the fine job they have
done in producing an annual calendar for all of Tis should make it a lot easier for all of us to
keep abreast of upcoming events and give us ptdrdgglvanced notice for planning purposes.
Also, it is hard to properly thank Linda Pensavédieher unselfish devotion to our group. Linda
spent many personal hours developing a very nié& Z/D for all the members.

We still have open positions that we would likdilo One very important area is that of a Safety
Officer. Please call our administrative officereBda Jameson, to find out in what way you can
help. Many of these positions require a minimunefédrt and are immensely helpful in taking the
burden off the few that already have areas of nesipdity.

Remember that this time of the year provides areléeat time to get your vessel ready for the
boating season. Check your electrical and mechboonnections for any sign of wear and tear or
loss of freedom of motion. Service your lubricatgystems and check your safety equipment.
When was the last time you changed your impellRemember, we are available to come out and
inspect your boat so that you can display a cusafdty check placard for 2008. Just contact me
or John Militello for an inspection.
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Change of Watch

The squadron’s Change of Watch dinner and genezating were held at the Laughlin Ranch Grill
on January 23 We were honored to have Commander Bill Johnfsom the Phoenix Sail and
Power Squadron officiate over the swearing in efritbw and returning officersTaking office for
2008 are: Cdr Pat Bramble; Lt/C Dick Tripp, Liend@t Commander; Lt/C Brenda Jameson,
Administrative Officer,Lt/C Linda Pensavalle, Secretary; Lt/C John MildaelTraining Officer;

Lt/C Jean Militello, Treasurer. Our newest mempB@ve and Maureen Evens were also officially
sworn in by Commander Pat Bramble

Swearing in Executive Committee

Bill Johnson Swearing in Pat Bramble

Linda Pensavalle presented all the members witV Bhowcasing the people and events of 2007.
Linda wants to remind everyone that the DVD’s calyde produced if people take pictures and
join in our activities. She would prefer that yemail her any pictures you might take at our events
throughout the year.

The ceremonies were preceded by a very nice dinkgain, we have to thank outgoing Social

Activities director, Barbara Bramble, for makingtarrangements at Laughlin Ranch. Her tireless
efforts made for another memorable squadron event

Upcoming Social Events

Sharon Dack

As your new Social Activities Chairperson, | wolikk to welcome everyone to a fun year ahead! We
have a lot of activities planned, as you can segour calendars. John Gilbert, Boating Activities
Chair, and | will keep you apprised via e-mails amohthly meetings of any updates.

Mark your calendars for our ‘Get Acquainted’ dockty at Lake Mohave Marina on Feb. 16. We will
have boats docked in Marina 1, S dock for the paPian to join in as we "meet and greet” our i&llo
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boaters and, perhaps, future LMPS recruits. Blbaag your choice of beverages. The squadran wil
provide the snacks. This should be a fun kick-oftite boating season!

March 14th brings us a day of ‘Sailing On The Lihks fun day of golf for everyone at Chaparral
Country Club. You will have a choice of nine-holafgr a fun putting contest, followed by a happy
hour in the grill. Since we will need to make omaagements early, please watch for further details
that will forthcoming.

If you have any questions or suggestions, | magdomacted at
dacksharon@yahoo.coar 928-768-3217

February Birthdays

Edd Maxwell February 10th
Linda Pensavalle February"iz

Both of our celebrants have registered at Westida®verton’s and Bass Pro Shops for any of our
readers that are having a problem deciding on g@piate gifts. They also understand that the
pressures of every day life may prevent their nfaieypds from finding the time to shop, so your
wishes for a Happy Birthday will be more than apmted.

Tidbits from the Crew

Remember to save your plastic bottles and cansn Militello reports that the squadron made
$165.00 last year by recycling. He has been wiltmcollect the cans and take them to the drop
off point. John asks that you remove the caps fttaar plastic bottles that have tHeéRV or
“Recyclé indication on the label. You can bring themhe general meetings or deliver them
directly to John.

(The following entry should in no way be constras@n endorsement of, or a solicitation for
membership in BoatU&ther by the writer or the Lake Mohave Power Stjaa. It is included
here solely for information purposes.)

An article in this month’s issue 8obatUS Magazinegpointed out the importance of keeping alert
to the liability that goes along with the simplé atinviting guests on to your vessel. Be sure to
point out items that could create a “situation” your guests. The simple act of questioning an
elderly person’s ability to maintain equilibrium éhon the water or pointing out a trip hazard
could save you from a law suit and the loss ofentiship. BoatUSMagazinealso prints
notifications of marine industry recalls, handyitgourself hints and some pretty good stories
of other boater’s experiences. Also, USPS memgpera discount on membership. If you have
never seen or heard of BoatUS, you might want\e their web site a look see.
www.BoatUS.com ...... Andy Pensavalle
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Future Champions
Blaise Militello

John and Jean Militello again have another reasdretproud of their grandson, Blaise, and his

soccer teanthey took first place in the local league and are going to Las Vegas for the post season
games on February 9 and 10th. Jean says the team is really jazzed

Who Are We?............. Member Biographies

This month we feature Sharon Dack. Sharon anthirslsand, Norm, have been members of the
Lake Mohave Squadron since June, 2007.

Sharon Dack

| arrived in this world to the sweet aroma of KglipCorn Flakes and Post Cereals toasting in the
distance.... A scent that still reminds me of my htowa of Battle Creek, Michigan. | grew up the
baby of the family, with one older sister and twothers and wonderful, nurturing parents. My
happiest memories were exploring the countrysipending summers in Canada, capturing crickets
and night crawlers to sell to the fishermen fromlittke stand as they went off to the lakes, andtmo
of all, the winter snow fun (of course, when younddave to work in it, it's fun, right?) My fathevas
an avid sportsman and taught me the love of fisamdjcamping. | could never get into the hunting
part, however. Mother took care of my social tiragn “No riding in cars with boys”, etc

I completed my schooling in Michigan, and marrieg mgh school sweetheart, Jim Teegardin. We
moved to California and settled in Anaheim aftecbmpleted barber college and opened his own
business. | have since discovered that we livddeatsover from fellow squadron members, Andy and
Linda Pensavalle, during some of those years. Thtrat familiar "small world" phrase we all

experience sometimes. We were proud parents obbys, Jim Jr., David, and finally our little
4
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princess, Michelle. Our life in Anaheim was fillegth Scouting, Little League and P.T.A., where |
began my career as a volunteer. After years ag $&ader, PTA president and many other positions
with that organization, | decided it was time td pli my experience to the test and go to work.

We bought a cake decorating supply store in Ora@gkfornia and | madly started taking multiple
lessons so | could teach my customers the finefalécorating, candy making, gingerbread houses,
wedding cakes, etc. It was a crazy time: runnistpee, giving demos, lessons and keeping the family
in order. We knew it was time for Mom to be at hoagain when our teenage boys drove our ABC
Cake Decorating station wagon down the street aamkna spectacle of themselves | believe the term
is 'mooning’. Time to sell the store!

It was time to play, and play we did. We bought fst little boat and headed to the Colorado River
We loved camping in the Sierras, so cove campingai® Mohave was a delight. As all boaters do,
we kept upgrading through the years, adding an RAMcomfort and bigger, faster boats. We had
many, many happy trips. Sadly, my husband passegt auddenly from an aneurysm after one such
trip. He was only 43. It seemed as if life and hapgs as we new it was over. My son’s were married
and my daughter was in high school. Our lives wgsde down As they say, a loss is hard to forget
and although time starts to heal, it is never cetaty forgotten.

One never thinks they will find love again. Buipmh Dack and | were lucky enough to renew an
acquaintance, we had formed when he and his wiéel lin Anaheim and we all socialized between
Little League (he was my son's coach) and PTAlifis was on my PTA Board). When they moved
to Buena Park, California, we lost touch with themly later to find they had gone their separatgsva
when the boys were grown. It had been thirteensygiace we had all been in touch. One phone

call and a romance began. And now here we arejedd&0 years with eleven grandchildren between
us. | have six and Norm has five. We have happighed our families

During the years of widowhood, | worked for a compaalled Aromatic Industries. It was
started by my daughter in law’s father, and to hilegm in the early stages, | agreed to lend a
hand, never dreaming what was ahead. It was a pot@ompany and grew to enormous
proportions. Eventually, it was sold to the Men@arporation. Before | retired, | had
experienced a wonderful career in sales and magkedicting as National Sales Coordinator,
organizing our trade shows, traveling and workintpwur sales reps across the nation. | loved
the interaction with people and challenge it oftere

When Norm and | were on our honeymoon, we purchasszhdo on a golf course in Palm Desert,
California where we spent as much free time asiplessin 1988 we both took early retirement and
knew that the desert was where we wanted to begremtly. After selling Norm's Buena Park home,
we purchased a larger home in La Quinta, Califoraigesidential neighborhood a short distance away
from the Palm Desert condo, but kept the condorastal to Snowbirds. The golf course, however, is
where we still found ourselves gravitating to aettigg involved more and more. | volunteered my
time as Social and Publicity Chairperson and thesaime involved in the Ladies Golf Club where |
held several positions, including two years as Goffsident. After so many years of back and forth
between the two places, we decided to downsizeranet back to our little condo. We enjoyed our
friends, traveled and kept increasingly busy whikewere there. Almost too busy!
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The Dacks at Lake Mohave

In 2006 we decided that we were ready for a nevemive. It was going to be a wrench to leave our
friends, but the pull to the Colorado River wa®st. My middle son and family were already
established here, my oldest son had built a sekbone locally, and since we made the move, my
daughter and family have relocated here from Pgnn§s as well. We are enjoying our new friends
and lifestyle. We purchased our little 20ft. Huame Deck Boat to get ourselves back in the water
again. We often wonder how we did all the boathmg the years without the guidance of the Power
Squadron. We still feel like novices to all the expnced boaters we are meeting. So much to lsarn,
little time. Maybe we should name our boat the IbigeDacks, what do you think?

In Closing

As Pat has mentioned many times, our group cantmnbffective and have a successful, safe
and enjoyable 2008 through the involvement of atlmembers. We can all contribute in some
way large or small throughout the year. We allehtiends that we might be able to interest in
our group. We all have a talent we can contribMigthout more members, there will always be
just that small cadre of people that has to dthallwork. From a practical standpoint, without
increased membership, our financial resourcesowiitinue to dictate the frequency of and the
squadron’s ability to subsidize the cost of evenish as holiday parties and other social events.
Even our volunteer work demands that some typepérditure be made for supporting
graphics and equipment. If we want to stay afle@ need everyone’s help. As they would say
in the early days of the space program, “No budks.Buck Rogers.”

Please get involved and do your part. Let peoptakyou are a squadron member. Talk the
squadron up at other social activities you maynatteMany of us are involved in other
organizations that might be a source for new membdisplay squadron graphics on your
vehicles. Many of them do not require permanenimiog and are easily removed. You don’t
have to run around with an “I Like Ike” sticker thau can’t get of f your car. Please get
involved and do what you can to promote and madlig &njoy your squadron. The squadron
truly appreciates the efforts of those who haveighd in new members.
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Remember: Only You
Can Make Your
Squadron Successful!

Who is that guy?



