
 1 

“The Barque”   April 2017

Welcome everyone.   

We're getting very close to the 

mandated boater safety card 

that every boat operator with a 

motor, including jet skis ,will be 

required to have starting at the 

beginning of 2018. 

 Now that the holidays have 

passed us and some of us,  like 

myself, are itching for the warm 

weather. Unfortunately,  as 

new boat owners of a 38-foot 

Downeaster sailboat 

"Freedom",  Dave and I have to 

make many repairs before our 

second voyage out to the Delta 

this summer in July. 

Mark your calendars for July 22 

for a cruise on the Delta. For 

those who have never been 

there, it is a beautiful place. There is 

an RV park and campground right on 

the Delta.  This cruise is put on by the 

Petaluma Yacht Club and they have 

invited us to join them. They will cruise 

for approximately one week on the 

Delta including five days at the Delta 

Yacht Club which is an island on the 

Delta privately owned. Anyone inter-

ested in boating to the island must no-

tify me to get a reservation. The cost is 

$50 a night with full hookups at the 

dock including a BBQ area, gaming 

room and swimming pool.  More news 

and information to come as the year 

progresses. 

Many of us have been attending the 

monthly meetings and discussing 

many things for the new year.  
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April 

Ongoing “Engine 
Maintenance” 

Class 

29th 

Shrimp Feed 

May 

June 

Safety Day on lake 
Sonoma 

July 

21-23 

  District 25  

    Rio Vista 

  Delta Cruise 

22th 

Cruise on the  

Delta 

 

 

 

Come for the Boating Education...Stay for the Friends  

United States Power Squadrons® 

Redwood Sail & Power Squadron 
A unit of the 

“The Barque” 
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Redwood Squadron 

2016-2017 

Bridge officers &  

First Lieutenants 

 

Squadron  

 Commander 

Cdr Mike Freeman, AP 

(707) 544-3873 

mfreeman@sonic.net 

 

Executive Officer 

Lt/C Debbie Powell, S 

(707) 217-9629 

redwooddebbie@gmail.com 

 

Administrative  

Officer 

Lt/C Beth Darrow, AP 

(707) 696-8288 

darrow_rocks@yahoo.com 

 

 Asst. Administrative  

Officer 

1st/Lt Kathy Iorg 

(707) 579-8274 

kathleen-grace@sbcglobal.net 

 

Secretary & Editor 

Lt/C Jessica Powell 

 

 

 

 

March 

8th –Engine Maintenance 

Course Starts 

April 

29th–Shrimp Feed       

Fundraiser 

29th –Petaluma  

Butter & Eggs Day  

Parade 

May 

June 

Lake Sonoma Safety Day 

July 

21-23rd 

District 25 Delta 

Cruise 

22nd 

Delta Cruise 

Start at:  Oxbow  

Marina  

 

 

 
Cont.’ from front page: 

We have our annual fund-

raiser shrimp feed 

planned for April 29th.  

Tickets are almost  all 

gone, so call me and 

make sure you get yours. 

 We have started the 

“Engine Maintenance” 

course in March and 

there are 3 instructor’s 

headed by Earl Walters.    

Hope to see new faces.   

EXO Debbie 

Oh, by the way, don’t for-

get to check out the new 

Boater Card information 

on page  6. 
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Dave Powell 

Kathy Iorg 

Pearl & Fred Mehrtens 

Past members Bud & Norma Lipman 
Tom Harrison 
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Earl Walters 

Mildred Harrison & Roy Johnston 

Jan Greene 

Ernie Urton 
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Do you operate a motorized vessel on California waterways? Take 

note: beginning January 1, 2018, boaters 20 years of age and 

younger are the first group that must carry a California Boater Card 

when on state waterways. These lifetime cards will be issued by Cali-

fornia State Parks Division of Boating and Waterways after you pass 

an approved boating safety exam and apply for the card.  

Are you a boater that has already passed a state approved boating 

safety exam since 2015? If yes, you may be pre-qualified for a Cali-

fornia Boater Card! To learn more about getting your Boater Card 

and the phase-in schedule, please see the Frequently Asked Ques-

Q: Am I pre-qualified for a Boater Card if I have already taken a boater education course or will take one before 2018? 
A: DBW has determined that it will accept proof of passing a National Association of State Boating Law Administration 
(NASBLA) and California Division of Boating and Waterways approved-boater education course taken between Jan. 1, 
2015 and Dec. 31, 2017. Persons who have passed an approved examination during this timeframe will have 1 year 
from the effective January 1, 2018 implementation date to apply for their California Boater Card to receive the 

Q: Who will be exempt from needing a Boater Card? A: According to California law the following persons will not be 
required to have a boater card to operate a motorized vessel on California waterways when the requirements go into 
effect beginning in January 2018: • A person operating a rental vessel. • A person operating a vessel while under the 
direct supervision of a person 18 years of age or older who is in possession of a California Boater Card. • A person who 
is a resident of a state other than California who is temporarily operating a vessel in California for less than 60 days and 
meets the boating requirements, if any, of his/her state. • A person who is a resident of a country other than the Unit-
ed States who is temporarily operating a vessel in California for less than 90 days and meets the boating requirements, 
if any, of his/her country. • A person operating a vessel in an organized regatta or vessel race, or water ski race. • A 
person who is in possession of a current commercial fishing license. • A person who is in possession of a valid marine 

Q: Is there a fine for violating the requirement to carry a California Boater Card? A: Yes. A violation of this article 
(Harbors and Navigation Code Section 678.15) is an infraction. According to the person convicted of an infraction for a 
violation of this article shall be fined as follows: • For an initial conviction, by a fine of not more than $100. • For a sec-
ond conviction, by a fine of not more than $250. • For a third or subsequent conviction, by a fine of not more $500. • A 
fine imposed on a vessel operator pursuant to subdivision (b) shall be waived, if the vessel operator provides proof that 

Other questions & answers can be found at: 
CALIFORNIA BOATER CARD INQUIRIES: 

Bria.Miller@parks.ca.gov  

PHONE:(916)327-0179 

Evan.Becker@parks.ca.gov  

PHONE:(916)327-0184 

California Requires a Boater Card 

mailto:Bria.Miller@parks.ca.gov
mailto:Evan.Becker@parks.ca.gov
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The Powell’s Bring “Freedom” Home 

 

 

 

So Dave and I got in our car and headed for Southern California to look at a few boats last 
July. We had been looking at boats online for the past two or three years and finally decided it 
was time to get on board and really check them out. We had three boats in mind to look at 
and on the last boat that we boarded, "Freedom", a 38' Downeaster sailboat, Dave didn't take 
too much time to decide that's the boat he wanted. We sat down on the bench in the boat and 
Dave asked the owner, "How much will you take for this boat?  Then Dave told me to make 
him an offer and I did and it was accepted.  She was inspected, inside & out, pulled out of the 
water & inspected. 

 So Dave set up two other guys including Roy Johnston to help him bring freedom home from 
San Pedro, California. They're beginning adventure started out in the early evening from San 
Pedro and they motored & sailed day and night for two nights, ending up in Santa Cruz. 

 

From there the next leg of the adventure was from Santa Cruz to San Francisco Bay at Fort 
Baker. From there she sail from Fort Baker to the Petaluma Marina where she is at this time. 

"Freedom"  is a 1975, Downeaster, cutter sailboat. (She has 3 sails). 
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Lt/C Roy Johnston 

Dressing up “Lucy!” 

Dave Powell’s son helps at the Marina 

“Petey” dresses up 

for the parade 

Lighted Boat                  

Parade 

Petaluma 2016 
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               Heading home 

The parade begins 

under the  

Smart Train Bridge 

Dave Powell & his grand daughters 

Roy Johnson’s boat early morning at the 

Petaluma Yacht Club with frost on her 
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Cont.’ from page 5 

Luann Capps & Barbara Johnston 

Debbie Powell & Jan Greene 

  Christmas Brunch at  

Eri

Paul Auren & Donna 
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 F irs t C lass  M ail  
A d d ress correc tion  req u ested  

Lt/C Jessica Powell 

555 Lorraine Ct. S 

“Come for the Boating Education...Stay for 
United States Power Squad-

Ask for your  

Vessel Safety 

Check for  

       FREE 


