
Calendar 

Jan 2010 
 6  E-Boarrd Meeting 
   Americana Estates 
 
 20  Membership Meeting 
   See page 3 
 
Feb 2010 
 3  E-Boarrd Meeting 
    
 
 27  Road Trip 
   See page 4 
 
 
   

Have fun by Participating in your Squadron. 
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Well this is my last article as your com-
mander, we have had a lot of ups and downs, 
more ups then downs, I have enjoyed this 
year very much, with a large number of chal-
lenges. The new bridge will now take over 
and continue where we left off. 

I believe that the biggest challenge facing 
ABPS and all United Power Squadrons today is membership 
growth and funding. Nationally we have seen membership dwin-
dle and our Squadron mirrors the national trend. This reflects 
two trends. One is a result of the economic conditions which this 
great nation is experiencing. This is causing people to cut back 
on memberships and adjust their lifestyle expenses. We have 
lost 973,000 jobs in the State of Michigan since 2000. WE have 
over a fifteen percent unemployment level in the state. This hits 
home with me, our son and grandson are unable to find good 
paying jobs, and I suggest they look out of state to there dislike. 

The second is a demographic shift. After the baby boomers, 
there was a decline in birth rates. In the late 1980s and early 
1990s, there was a drop in the high school and college popula-
tion as the baby boomers delayed having children and also had 
fewer children. This smaller generation which followed the baby 
boomers (I believe this group is called “Generation X”) is ap-
proaching their late 30s and 40s, a time they might consider 
boating as a lifestyle or family activity. This trend will affect the 
numbers entering boating. 

The membership drop has resulted in financial constraints, since 
there are fewer members, resulting in lower membership reve-
nues. 

I known the new Bridge will be focused on retaining and in-
creasing membership. They will also continue our efforts to 
broaden membership involvement. They have a hardcore group 
of members they will rely on. I will give all the help, when and 
where I can. 

In closing I would like to thank all of you for you help and sup-
port over this last year, without your help I never would had 
made it. 

 

Thank You 

            Cdr WoodyCdr WoodyCdr WoodyCdr Woody 
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Happy New Year. 

This years educational program has started with a 
great start.  We conducted a seminar on Anchoring 
on Monday 11 Jan 2010.  It was well attended. 

The next seminar on this year’s schedule is Onboard 
Weather Forecasting.  It is scheduled to start at 7:00 
PM on 8 Feb 2010.  The location is the Chesterfield 
fire station on Baker and 23 Mile Road. Mark you 
calendars and spread the word. 

The first boating class of the year is scheduled to 
start on 22 Feb 2010 at 7:00 PM at the Chesterfield 
fire station on Baker and 23 Mile Road.  Registra-
tion will begin at 6:30 PM.  The class will run 5 
weeks.  We are teaching the America’s Boating 
Course -  3rd edition.  Information about this course 
is available on our web site. 

This is your squadron.  Let us make it the best that it can 
be. 

  Mike RachukMike RachukMike RachukMike Rachuk 
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How to Update your Address and 
Phone Numbers 

Go to www.usps.org. 

Click on Site Index at the top of the page. 

Near the bottom of the next page click on Information 
Center. 

On the left side of the next page click on Logon as A 
USPS member. Use your certificate number and zip 
code to logon then click on Continue. 

On the left side of the page scroll down to Manage 
Your own Profile and click on it. 

Scroll down to the bottom of the screen and make the 
necessary changes.  If you make any change, then 
click on Send Updates. 

Congratulations, You did it. 

This process can take from 24 to 72 hours for the 
sever to send an email to the squadron roster person 
and for the changes to be made at both national and 
your squadron. 

Please make sure your personal information is Cor-
rect.  We need good info for good squadron communi-
cations. 

Is your E-mail Address Incorrect? 

You Can Fix it! 

It’s Easy, Trust Me. 
Go to www.usps.org. 

Click on Site Index at the top of the page. 

Near the bottom of the next page click on Infor-
mation Center. 

On the left side of the next page click on Logon 
as A USPS member. Use your certificate number 
and zip code to logon then click on Continue. 

On the left side of the page scroll down to Man-
age Your own Email Address and click on it. 

Change your Email address if necessary.  If you 
make a change, then click on Update. 

Congratulations, You did it. 

Please make sure your Email Address is Correct. 



 

Dear Membership 

Our Incoming Commander, Andy Kasinec 

Cordially invites you to attend 

The Change of Watch 2010 

At 

Club Capri 

On 

Wednesday, January 20, 2010 

Please choose one entre 

--Chicken Parmigiana with Fettuccini-- 

--Fish (cod) and Chips-- 

--Pasta Bake w/Meatballs and Italian Sausage-- 

Includes Tossed Salad w/Red Wine Vinaigrette, 
homemade bread, tea, coffee or soft drink 

$15 pp 

Kindly RSVP to ritafbrowne@aol.com or 810.794.2497 

Our Outgoing and Incoming Bridge wish you a 
very Happy New Year!    We look forward to 

seeing you! 

mailto:ritafbrowne@aol.com



