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Commander’s Message November 2009
CDR Joseph J. Blass, AP jjblass@comcast.net

A congenial group of 43 members, associates and guests gathered for our
"Oktoberfest" membership meeting at Privateer Yacht Club on October 17th. The
attitude adjustment period featured a German-style draft beer donated by the Gordon
Biersch Brewery Restaurant Group, through their Big River Grill & Brewing Works
in downtown Chattanooga, and German-style appetizers prepared by Carole Blass
Linda Grotjan and Rachel Vincent. With a big fire in the hearth, the warm
Oktoberfest spirit continued through dinner, featuring bratwurst grilled by Norm
Oien, sauerkraut, apple salad, and potato salad prepared by Sandy Schoonmaker and
German-style desserts baked by Susan Smith and Lorraine Ford. A very complete
account of the meeting, prepared by Secretary John Smith, appears in this issue of the
C-Way.

Our next membership meeting, at Privateer Yacht Club on November 21st., will
feature the renowned chili prepared by Chuck and Steve Morgan. Additional
information is in this issue of the C-Way.

In the last issue of the C-Way, | reported that several members of the squadron will
be serving again this year as on-the-water volunteers for the annual "Head of the
Hooch" Rowing Regatta on Saturday and Sunday, November 7th and 8th, on the
Tennessee River, ending at Ross’s Landing in downtown Chattanooga. It has
recently been announced that attendance is expected to be 20% greater this year, with
more than 1,200 entries on Saturday and 500 entries on Sunday. For more
information, follow the link: http://www.headofthehooch.org/

Since the "Head of the Hooch™ has become such a large event for the City of
Chattanooga, we have arranged to have a booth at Ross’s Landing to get the USPS
message out to the public. If you would like to volunteer some of your time for this
event, either on shore at our booth or on the water, please contact Executive Officer
Tom Garverick tgarverick@juno.com or me.

Recommendations for merit marks will be submitted to USPS by November 15th.
Don and Linda Grotian have finished preparing the documentation and have given it
to me for review. If you haven't already done so, please contact them at 843-9743 or
dlgrotjan@aol.com to make sure that they were aware of all of your efforts for the
squadron this year.
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Administrative Officer Sandy Schoonmaker schoon67@comast.net is seeking
volunteers to help with the Christmas Party on Saturday, December 12th at the home
of Lloyd Cox. If you can help, please let her know.

If you missed our District 17 Conference you indeed missed a good time. Please note a few pictures
in the C-Way and more pictures at our Chattanooga and District 17 Web Sites.

Harold & Elizabeth DeHart Rick & Sandy Schoonmaker

R/C R. Herman Green, JN presenting the
Bowsprit Award to D/C Michael P.
Scher, AP and P/D/C Danny Tompkins,
SN. We were one of only 3 districts to
receive this honor! D/Lt/C Margaret
Sherrod, SN is in the background.

Thank you Rick & Sandy Schoonmaker and Harold & Elizabeth DeHart for the above photos.
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Executive Officer’s Message

Thomas J. Garverick, AP — tgarverick@juno.com

As most of you know, the past few years we have had several members volunteer during the Head-
of-the Hooch race. This year, we will have a booth too in the VIP vendor area where we will pass
out information about the Power Squadron and get our name out to the public. We will man this
booth on Saturday, November 7 only. If any of our members would like donate a few hours to help
man this booth, please contact me so | can coordinate times. Joe and | have been assured that we
will have a good vi sable location so we should have plenty of traffic.

Administrative Officer’s Message

Sandra R. Schoonmaker, SN - schoon67@comast.net
Autumn weather is slowly evolving into cool days and chilly evenings...what better time for a Chili
Dinner?

The date is 21 November, the place is Privateer Yacht Club, the time is 6:00 PM to socialize and
7:00 PM to eat! The chefs of the month are the Morgan brothers, Chuck and Steve. Be sure to
make your reservations with Linda Grotjan via your email notification or with Carole Blass, the
caller for those who don’t have internet.

As you know, | volunteered to be in charge of the food for both September and October meetings.
What many may not know is that there were several individuals who helped with the food and |
would like to take this opportunity to thank them. In September, Carole Blass graciously
volunteered to be responsible for the salad and bread portions of the meal. The results were
delicious. For the Oktoberfest, Carole along with Linda Grotjan and Rachel Vincent prepared hors
d’oeuvres that went along with our German theme.

Susan Smith was the provider of the two German desserts that brought rave revues from everyone
present. As a bonus, Lorraine Ford sent wonderful smells through out the building as she baked up
strudel in the oven. And then there was, of course, the best right hand any cook could hope
for...Norm Oien boiled the brats in beer & onions and then went out into the cold to grill them to
perfection.

I don’t want to overlook those responsible for the ambience of the setting for the last two meetings.
When the September monsoon brought rains and wind, Lynda and John DiPrima invited us to eat
our Italian feast under the shelter of their covered dock and in the comfortable confines of their
home-a-float. And in October when the weather once again threatened to spoil our fun, the
members of the PYC met early in the day to winterize the facility so that we could eat our German
fare in comfort. Our own members, Ed and Lorraine Ford were present all day assisting with the
efforts and then arrived ahead of schedule to have a roaring fire blazing in the fireplace around
which we gathered to socialize and eat and drink....oh yes the drink!!! Lest I forget, a multitude of
thanks to our Associate Member, Tim Tyson, who once again procured a keg of what we all
declared to be the BEST BEER ever.

With all these expressions of thanks, I’'m sure I forgot someone and for that I am regretful.
However, if | were to truthfully recognize everyone who has helped through out the year, it would
take pages! When it comes time to feed the squadron, there are always an enthusiastic group of
volunteers.


mailto:tgarverick@juno.com
mailto:schoon67@comast.net

(i
; /A\\\"? -
Jjﬂ =

SOME LIKE IT HOT............. SOME LIKE IT NOT

“ V
v\ﬂ /'/
e <

/ |

JOHN’S ANNUAL CHILI DINNER
21 NOVEMBER 2009

SOCIAL HOUR 1800
DINNER HOUR 1900

PRIVATEER YACHT CLUB

JOIN US FOR A TRADITIONAL CHILI SUPPER COOKED BY THE
FAMOUS MORGAN BROTHERS
BOTH HOT AND MILD CHILI AND ALL THE FIXIN’S
SALAD
DESSERT
NON-ALCOHLIC DRINKS PROVIDED

BYOB

ADULTS: $10.00

CHILDREN: $5.00

UNDER 5: FREE

CHANGE OF DATE FOR CHRISTMAS PARTY

We have changed the date of our annual Christmas Party from the one listed in the Roster. The new
date is: 12 December 20009.

The location, also not listed in the Roster, is the home of P/C Lloyd Cox on Walden’s Ridge in
Soddy Daisy. Finalized details will be in the next C Way.

Education Officer’s Message
John P. Cook, SN  john.p.cook@att.net

CSPS Education Department Report, November 1, 2009

Seven members that took the Weather examination all passed, some with near perfect scores.
Congratulations to all.

The Navigation course is winding down. We expect to be ready for the open book examination by
mid November. After the exam is complete, we will work on getting our sight folders ready for
submittal early in 2010.
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Meanwhile, two new courses will be offered starting this month. Marine Electrical Systems will be
offered at the First Christian Church, starting November 17 at 7:00 pm. Rick Schoonmaker will be
the instructor. And, Piloting will be starting on November 19 at 6:00 pm at the Privateer Yacht
Club. Ed Ford will be teaching that course. If you would like to take either of those courses, please
be present at the noted times.

We never stop learning!!!

Jack Cook, SEO

Secretary’s Message

John Smith, jes@geep.com

CHATTANOOGA SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON
MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES
17 OCTOBER 2009
PRIVATEER YACHT CLUB
HIXSON, TENNESSEE

The members began to arrive around 1745 for the social hour in the Privateer Yacht Clubhouse. While the
weather outside was a little cool the atmosphere in the clubhouse was quite warm with a roaring fire going
in the fireplace. A good group of 43 members and guests were in the clubhouse before the social hour
ended.

Commander Joseph Blass, AP, called everyone to dinner at 1900 and asked R/C R. Herman Green, JN, to
give the blessing.

The Squadron Chef d’ Cuisine P/ D/ C Norman Oien, JN
Squadron Celebrity Chef P/C Sandra Schoonmaker, SN, prepared the accompanying dishes assisted by
Susan Smith who baked the desserts.

Commander Joseph Blass, AP, called the membership meeting to order at 2000.

Cdr. Blass thanked the Big River Grille & Brewing Works for the keg of Oktoberfest beer that was donated
for the event; Norm Oien for preparing the bratwurst; Sandy Schoonmaker for the apple salad, warm
potato salad and sauerkraut; Susan Smith for the apple sour cream kuchen and Black Forest cake; Lorraine
Ford for the apple strudel; and last, but not least Carole Blass and Linda Grotjan for the great hors

d’" oeuvres.

Cdr. Blass presented a replacement certificate to Norm Oien who had misplaced his certificate somewhere
in his home and to John Smith who lost his certificate along with the house during Hurricane Katrina.

Lt Linda Grotjan asked the membership for more information about activities that the Squadron was
involved in for inclusion in the C-WAY.

The Squadron Executive Officer Lt/C Thomas Garverick, JN, asked for volunteers to man the Squadron
booth at the Head of the Hooch event on 9 November. Those that can volunteer need to contact the
Executive Officer via phone or Email. The Executive Officer presented a 25 year membership pin to Cdr. Joe
Blass and also had a 25 year membership pin for R. Alan Winger, P, who was not present to receive the pin.

Lt/C Richard Schoonmaker, SN, advised that all members needed to sign onto Sail Angle which is the
electronic media by which the National organization plans to contact the membership in the future.
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There being no further business, the Commander adjourned the meeting at 2038.

JOHN E. SMITH, P
Secretary

Treasurer’s Message

Richard D. Schoonmaker, SN - schoon67@comcast.net
No report at this time.

9RAUG2NNRE aSaal 3S
Linda J. Grotjan — dlgrotjan@aol.com

Communication is one of our most important functions in keeping the squadron alive and active.
Safety is one of our top priorities and it is something we have neglected to write about and to keep
in our news, although we have been actively working on Safety. We have provided a safety patrol
boat for the Dragon Boat Races, 4 nights of practice and one full day event. Chattanooga Squadron
has provided the Tennessee Blueway Canoe and Kayak Racers a safety patrol boat for a one day
event, and now Head of the Hooch is coming up where we provide a safety patrol boat and several
drivers for patrol boats (jon boats) they furnish us. Some of these races require PFD’s and some do
not, however you will always find our USPS members wearing the inflatable Mustang PFDs
provided to us from the Coast Guard Auxiliary or some we have purchased on our own during these
events. We encourage all participants to wear a PFD while on the water. We are there to assist
them and we display our Chattanooga Squadron Banner on the sides of boats to show our
commitment to serving boaters of all types. This year we will have a space and table to distribute
safety literature for those people coming to watch the races. Volunteers are always welcome.

A large number of students were taught safety issues from USPS in Chattanooga in order to obtain a
license in the state of Tennessee to operate a motor boat. It is great to be able to teach these young
people how to properly handle a boat, proper fit of life jackets, and the importance of saving lives.

Last year our Vessel Examiners completed 14 VSC’s. This year our VE’s completed 36 VSC'’s.
Some of these took place on National Marina Day when the Coast Guard Auxiliary and the Power
Squadron shared in completing Safety Checks. It is a top priority to teach people and help people in
our boating community to be aware of Safety equipment and procedures. Please send me your
personal written articles or one from another source with the proper acknowledgement to be
included in The C-Way. We want to keep ‘SAFETY FIRST’ in our boating community.

CSPS-2009 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

NOV: 6-9 HEAD OF THE HOOCH VOLUNTEER EVENT
Chattanooga River Front
21 CHILI SUPPER
Privateer Yacht Club
DEC.: 12 CHRISTMAS PARTY - Lloyd Cox’s Home

)
JANUARY: 9  CHANGE OF WATCH é%@ﬂ@ﬁ?ﬁil@?*
1914 -2009

Valley Brook Country Club

REMEMBER TO CHECK OUR WEBSITE: WWW.USDS.OI’Q”OCaluapb/u ldudl lvuya/
for more pictures and details of our events.



mailto:schoon67@comcast.net
mailto:dlgrotjan@aol.com
http://www.chattanoogapowersquadron.org/

