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DATES TO
REMEMBER in OCTOBER

3&4 DISTRICT MTG.
Sarasota Florida

10 SUWANNEE RIVER
Launch 9:30 Manatee Spgs

12 EXECUTIVE MEETING
10:00 a.m.

13 GENERAL MEETING  7:00 pm
6:30 pm Social time

21 MILITARY CARD PTY
Doors open at 11:30 am

24 OKTOBERFEST 6:00 pm

30,31,Nov.1  FALL BOAT SHOW
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BRIDGE FOR 2009

COMMANDER Cdr James Kelly, JN
352 -795 -4412

jkellyl7 @tampabay.rr.com

EXECUTIVE
OFFICER

Lt/C Albert Schroedel, JN
(352) 746 -9639
alatl@mindspring.com

EDUCATIONAL
OFFICER

Lt/C Tom Lenton, JN
(352) 382 -5414
tlenton@tampabay.rr.com

ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICER

Lt/C Peter Ward, P
(352) 746 -4969
ppward@embargmail.com
SECRETARY Lt/C Joanne Hepner, S
(352) 795 -9875
ahep21l@yahoo.com
TREASURER Lt/C Susan Brevoort, AP
(352) 465 -4847
hsbm400@yahoo.com

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBE RS

All of the above Bridge Officers plus

Member at Large P/C Harry J. Brevoort, AP
Member at Large P/C William Foster, AP
Member at Large Lt Russell Jerkins, P
Member at Large Lt Alvin Hepner, S
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COMMANDER'S COMMENT

CDR Jim Kelly, N

I n the past dozen years the boating publicos

att

fully; people today seem to be looking for something quick and easy .

program, Boating Safety and Seamanship, twelve two hour classes; that was the only program we h

able. Did this program twice a year; would have thirty or forty people sign up for each program; one ti
two classes a day, room could not accommodate all who signed up. Today we could find few attende

ould commit that much time.

Enjoy one of the cabarets on Homosassa River on a Sunday afternoon, and watch the folly on the riv
do we reach out to these boatersJwbhbd Heapttwn
do. Long ago a person | worked with kept a bi

answer was; it always reminds me to keep peddling.

|One other thing that might help: Most every year we hear they are planning state legislation requiring
a boat operatorés permit for everyone, not ju
seems to evaporate in Tallahassee; some say there are lobbies with money to donate to politics that
new restrictions on boating, might slow down sales. Perhaps it will help if we lobby ourselves; send fr
mails to our | egislators, perhaps focus on th

Fifteen years ago, here in Citrus County, | found myself heading up a Coast Guard Auxiliary public e;Ecatior

ICDR JAMES KELLY, JN
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE

By P/C Bill Foster. AP

As chairperson of the nominating committee, | was very pleased with the response on my
request for individuals answering the volunteering issue for our coming year. There will
be further requests from the officers of the bridge as they fill the positions under their
office. It is my fervent hope that you will respond with the same exuberance as there are
many positions to be filled. | am glad you all agree that the pay is great!!! All the zeros
you want you can add, a merit mark, the heart felt thanks of your fellow members, and
that warm fuzzy feeling that you have given back and become a vital part of a terrific or-
ganization.

P/C Harry Brevoort AP

P/C Richard McConnell S

P/C Bill Foster AP Chairperson

Thank you, Your Nominating Committee

P.S. If there is a job position that you would like, PLEASE feel free to contact us ANY-
TIME!!!
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JUnited States Power Squadrons

SEO Lt/C Tom Lenton, JN

National has announced that any member completing the following classes between July 1, 2009
and June 30, 2010 will automatically have their name placed in a drawing to take place at the Gov-
erning Board held in Seattle from August 30" through September 4™, 2010. The classes and prizes
are:

Seamanship Win a Handheld VHF Radio
Piloting Win a Handheld GPS

Advanced Piloting Win a set of Navigational Software
Junior Navigation Win a Chart Plotter

Weather Win a Barometer

Marine Electrical Systems Win a Multimeter

Engine Maintenance Win a Multimeter

Please sign up for these classes and the other listed in the sign up book located on the counter be-
neath the Education Bulletin Board.

P/Lt/C Gareth Wright, SN and | are in the process of putting together the 2010 7 2011 Education
Budget. The classes offered are based on the number of members signed up for a class and having
an instructor willing to teach the class. At this time it looks like we will be offering the following
classes:

MONTH CLASS Instructor

February Engine Maintenance Tom Rossini

March Piloting Tom Lenton

September Weather Jim Kelly

November Marine Communications Systems Barney O6Conn

Again please take advantage of the great opportunity to enhance your knowledge in Boating by
signing up to take classes.

Lt/C Thomas Lenton , JN

Io

r
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OFF

Lt/C AL SCHROEDEL, JN

Greetings,

Earlier this year, one of the worst boating accidents in Florida's history claimed the lives of 5 passengers and
injured 9 others when a 22.5 ft. bow rider slammed into a docked tugboat on the Intracoastal in broad daylight.
Though still under investigation, here's what we do know: 14 persons partying on a boat rated for 12, intoxicated
Iowner pressed guest with little or no boating experience (presumably less intoxicated) to take the helm. Appar-
ently none of the 14 people on board saw the tugboat until it was too late.

Seems like an open and shut case of gross negligence, doesn't it? Yet the boat owner is now suing the boat
Imanufacturer for designing and manufacturing boats which the owner asserts encourage bow riding where pas-
sengers hang their legs or lean over the front part of the boat thereby blocking the operator's vision. The boat
owner's manual covers the visibility issue in a large red font warning that reads, "Obstructed visibility can cause
death or serious injury." Unfortunately, in this instance, Florida is one of 13 states that follow the "pure contribu-
tory negligence" formula for assessing lawsuit damages, meaning that if the company is found to be only 1 per-
cent at fault, it's still potentially liable for significant monetary damages. There are lessons here for all of

us. Boating demands common sense. If you can't see ahead, don't move the boat; stay within boating capacity
to maintain control; if you're intoxicated, stay at the dock. Especially important, always be on the lookout for
danger.

At our October General Meeting, Chris Kockritz AP, District 22 Safety Committee, will be our guest speaker. His
topic, USPS "Boat Owner's Certification Program"  addresses required skill levels for docking and undocking,
pivot turns, low and high speed maneuvering, emergency stops, and man overboard among others. Don't miss
learning about this ambitious new program. A related Advanced Power Boat Handling Seminar is also now
available. Advise SEO Lt/C Tom Lenton JN if you're interested in this seminar being added to a future class
schedule.

Boat Show at West Marine is just around the corner. Sign up sheet for 10/30 through 11/1 will be available at
IOctober's meeting.

JLt/C Al Schroedel, JN

HAVE YOU
GOT YOUR VESSEL SAFETY CHECK ?
Ft. Island Trail on
Saturday, October 10th
0700 - 0800




