
Fall       2009 
 
D/C John R. Nason, SN  
 

Seven members of District 1 just returned from Kansas City, 
where we attended the National Fall Governing Board Meeting. 
The Governing Board is a rather large group of members that 
includes the national bridge, chairmen of national committees, 
district and squadron commanders, district educational officers, 
and elected general members. There were 422 members at the 
Saturday morning session on 12 September. 
 
Prior to the Saturday meeting, there were breakout sessions, 
where members learned about national programs and initiatives. 
Some of the more interesting issues that were discussed in the 
meetings that I attended were: 
 
Unified membership – every member, including family members, 
will have the same rights and benefits as an active member. There 
are a lot of details to be worked out, but this may come to a vote in 
a year or so.  
 
Recognition of outstanding women in USPS – since women were 
included as members 28 years ago, there have been some that 
have made significant contributions to USPS. Districts will 
recommend candidates for national recognition. 
 
Store front concept for delivering seminars to the public  – hold a 
series of seminars on a regular basis at the same location, at the 
same time and day of each month.  And advertise this fact. 
 

Start training administrative officers – National to train district 
administrative officers at national meetings, and districts to train 
squadron administrative officers at district conferences. 
 
Boat operator certification – an on the water program we need to 
get started. 
 
Sail Angle – a new on-line communications tool. 
 
Potential redistricting of USPS squadrons – in a very early stage 
of discussion. 

 
Come to the district Fall conference and learn more about these 
issues and other important issues concerning the future of USPS. 
 
In addition to meetings, we all enjoyed a number of social events 
and consumed a large quantity of delicious Kansas City Bar-B-Q. 

 
NATIONAL AWARD 

 
 2008 National Honor Roll for “Distinction in Journ alism”  
 D-1  Sounds  of 1 
 
  Life Member (25 Merit Marks)  
  P/D/C Walter H. Wiegert, SN     Saybrook 
 P/C Edward L Taisarsky, AP     Hartford 
 

District Awards  
   
Chapman Award for Excellence in Teaching   

Lt/C Brenda J. Keefe, P Norwich 
 R. Michael Goman, S  Hartford -- Runner-up 
 
Everett M. Lebel Educational Achievement Award for the 
Squadron with the most active educational program based on 
members taking courses – New Britain Squadron. 
 
The R/C Hamilton D. Smith Award  for Journalistic Excellence.  

Norwich Compass Rose, P/Lt/C Ruth Ann Collins, P 
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CALL AND AGENDA FOR 2009 FALL CONFERENCE 
 

DATE:  Saturday, 14 November 2009 
HOST:  New Haven Power Squadron  
TIME:  0900 
PLACE: Pattaconk Yacht Club  (see directions at bottom) 

Dock Road, Chester, CT 
DRESS: Uniform F or other appropriate attire 

SCHEDULE: 

0800 Registration. Ships Store, Coffee, Raffle Tickets 

0900 Opening Session 

        Call to Order: D/C John R. Nason, SN 
 Presentation of Colors/Pledge of Allegiance, New Haven Power  

      Squadron 

 Invocation: D/Lt Paul Bialecki, P, Chaplain 

 Introduction of Past District Commanders in attendance –  

  P/D/C Elaine L Williams, AP 

 District Commanders Introductions-Guests, Head Table 

  Welcome to Conference   Cdr Arthur Andrea, AP – New Haven  

       Squadron 

       Conference Roll Call:  D/Lt/C Cliff McKibbin, JN 
Voting members are the D/C, D/Lt/C’s, the immediate Past District Commander, the 
Chairmen of the General Committees, Squadron Commander’s, all Past District 
Commanders in good standing and residing in the District and delegates. Delegates are 
selected by Squadrons on the basis of one delegate for each 50 members, or major 
fraction thereof, in good standing as of the preceding 1 March, with a minimum of 2 
delegates per squadron.  If the Squadron Commander is absent, then the Squadron 
Executive Officer or Administrative Officer can vote in the Commander’s place. Each 
Commander or Commander’s representative shall provide a written list of delegates to 
the District Secretary prior to the conference. 

 

0930       Message from the Chief Commander Creighton C. 
Maynard Jr., SN       P/V/C Robert P. David, SN 

   
1000     Departmental Meetings (for Officers indicated, and others  
   interested) 
                                     3 

Meeting Room-1st Floor - Education Department—Report 
on latest Education news from  the September Governing 
Board Meeting-ADEO D/1st Lt M. Ellen Barbour, SN  

                    South Meeting Room-2nd Floor – Cdr’s Breakout –  
P/V/C Robert P. David, SN 

                    Ballek’s Garden Center – Mates Program-See below 
 for directions 

                    
1115      Attitude Ad justment — Cash bar 
  Ham Radio Demonstration, P/C Barclay Thomas,  

         
1200      Luncheon (See below for menu and reservations)    
                * Life Member presentations by P/V/C Robert P. David, S 
                 * Awards presentation by D/C John R. Nason, SN and P/V/C 
                            Robert P. David, SN 
                 * Chapman Award presentation 
                 * Raffle    
                 * “SailAngle”-National Communication Initiative,  
 D/Lt/C Cliff McKibbin, SN 

 
1400   Departmental Workshops  (for Officers indicated, and others 
interested) 
                  
Meeting Room-1st Floor – SEO/ASEO Focus Group-DEO D/Lt/C Roy 
F. Gilley, AP   Bring your Issues, problems, successes to discus 
Room TBA – Summer Activities= D/Lt/C George M. Gilbert, AP 
South Meeting Room-2nd Floor -  Mates Program?? 
 
1500 Reconvene the Conference – Business Meeting 
  Action on the minutes of the 28 March 2009 
   Spring Conference 

Reports of the District Officers 
 District Commander  —  John R. Nason, SN 

 Executive Officer — D/Lt/C H. E. “Bud” Greenbacker, SN 

 Educational Officer — D/Lt/C Roy F. Gilley, AP 

 Administrative Officer — D/Lt/C George M. Gilbert, AP 

 Secretary — D/Lt/C Clifford W. McKibbin, JN 

 Treasurer — D/Lt/C Douglas S. Burdett, SN 
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General and Standing Committees 

 Audit — P/C Robert Santaniello, S  

 Nominating — P/C Steve R. Cyr, JN 

 Rules — P/C Kenneth L. Bell Sr., AP 

 Planning — P/D/C Patrick A. Pabouet, P 

 Law — D/Lt Van A. Starkweather, P 

Unfinished Business 

New Business 

 Confirm the date and location for 2010 Spring Conference,  

  Host: Meriden 

 Confirm the date, time and location for the February Council  

  Meeting, Host: Westerly 
  Consideration of any other business that should come before this  

   meeting 

1630 Benediction  –   Chaplain D/Lt Paul Bialecki, P 

Adjournment 

 

By Order of the District Commander: 
John R. Nason, SN,   District 1 Commander 
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Directions to the Pattaconk Yacht Club: 
 

1. Take Rt. 9 to exit 6. 
2. Take a left(from South bound) or right (North bound)  onto Rt. 148 

toward the Hadelyme ferry.  
3. Pass the light at Rt. 154-  
4. Take the 1st right onto Dock Road- 
5. Park across from the main building. 
6. Use the pointer below to get a map at Yahoo. 

 
Note to those living south of Chester:  Do not expect to drive up Rt. 154 as it is 
closed just south of Rt. 148 for bridge repair. 
 
http://maps.yahoo.com/map?q1=Chester%2C%20CT%20US&mag
=2&lat=&lon=&ard=1#mvt=m&lat=41.413263&lon=-
72.437208&mag=2&zoom=14&q1=dock%20road%2C%20chester
%2C%20ct 
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DISTRICT FALL LUNCHEON 
The menu will be: Tossed salad, Pasta, Barbeque Chicken, Oven Roasted 
Potatoes, Vegetable, Rolls, Dessert, Coffee.  The cost will be $16.00 per person.  
Wine/Beer will be available for a $3.00/$2.00 donation. There are limited eating 
facilities close by and Pattaconk rules do not allow food to be brought in when 
they are furnishing a meal. There will be limited plates for sale at registration, so 
be sure to make your reservations: 

Send your check for $16.00 per person made out to USPS D-1 to: 
Bill Weidner, 480 Skiff St., North Haven, CT  06473. 

��
Pre-Conference Dinner 
Brushmill by the Waterfall,  Chester, Ct     www.thebrushmill.com 
13 November 2009,  1830 
Come meet with P/V/C Bob David, SN who will be the Chief Commander’s 
Representative  at our Conference 
 
Post-Conference Dinner 
14 November 2009 1730 
The Gelston House,  East Haddam, CT      www.gelstonhouse.com 
 
Please come and join us at these dinners.  They are not for District 
Officers only. They are for all members, and a great way to meet people 
from other squadrons and your Chiefs Rep. 
 
Please contact George Gilbert for reservations by 7 November, 2009 
860-836-8930    geomgilb@aol.com 

 
Hotel Reservations 
Comfort Inn, 100 Essex Road, Old Saybrook, CT 
860-395-1414 
Rate: $99.99 with a 10% discount for AAA or AARP membership card. 
It is located 10 miles away from the PYC and a 10 miinute ride to 
Brushmill and 15 minute ride to the Yacht Club. 
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MATES PROGRAM – MORNING SESSION 
Designing the New England Garden for Interest Year Round 
 
The Mates Morning Session will be held at Ballek’s Garden Center, 90 
Maple Avenue, East Haddam, CT,   about a 15 minute drive from the 
Pattaconk Yacht Club.  Nancy Ballek will present a discussion on 
“Designing the New England Garden for interest year round.”    Nancy is 
an enthusiastic and knowledgeable speaker.  She has a library of over 
250,000 slides from which she will chose the best to help you design 
your garden.  The outline of her discussion will include 
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After the lecture there will be a question and answer period where you 
can ask how to defeat the August garden doldrums or any other plant 
related question.   There will also be time to browse through Ballek’s 
facility and purchase any indoor or dried plant arrangement or find that 
gardening accessory you have wanted. 
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1950’s – 1960’s 
Holiday Party 

 
Manchester Country Club 

12 December 2009 
 

$30.00 per person 
 

1800 cash bar – 1900 Buffet 
 

Music by our very own 
Don and Nina Sawyer 

Westerly Power Squadron 
 

Prize for best costume 
 

Bring 
Unwrapped toy 
“Toys for Tots” 

 
Your COMMANDER has the tickets! 
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HARTFORD, MANCHESTER, SPRINGFIELD 
JOINT MEETING 

Tuesday, October 13, 2009 
Clarion Hotel – 161 Bridge Street, East Windsor, CT  

Exit 45 off of 91 (left off exit if going North – right, if going South) 
 

6:00 – 7:00    Sandwich Buffet, with chips, homemade cookies, 
and pitchers of water. Cash bar. COST $10 per person  

7:00 – 8:30 Speaker 
 

 

Michael Tougias  

A dynamic speaker and award 
winning 

author of 18 books including, 

Fatal Forecast       Ten Hours Until 
Dawn 

The Finest Hours. 

 8:30 – 9:00 Brief Squadron meetings for any business that needs 
to be discussed. RSVP by 10/06/09.  
Hartford, Cliff McKibbin, 44 Copplestone Rd., Avon, CT 06001,  
860-673-1584 
Manchester, Michelle T. Lesisko, 461 West St., Hebron, CT 06248,  
860-966-6315 
Springfield, Barbara Huber, 315 N Main St., E. Longmeadow, MA 01028, 
413-525-6142 

 
An invitation to all District 1 members and  family 

ARM CHAIR CRUISE OF THE GREAT AMERICAN LOOP 
 

Date:   Friday, October 23, 2009 
Where:  First Church of Christ Congregational 

366 Main Street 
Old Saybrook, CT 

Presented by: Bev and Dick Astles 
Cost:  A donation is requested 

Coffee and dessert will be served 
Any questions, please contact 

Commander Elaine Williams AP 
Saybrook Sail and Power Squadron 

1-860-434-0753 
lwwilliams@snet.net 
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Everett M. LeBel Educational Achievement Award  

Everett LeBel was District 1 Training Aids Chairman from 1970 – 
1982 and a member of the Hartford Power Squadron. He made 
many Training Aids for the District and taught Instructor 
Techniques and Instructional Aids to many of the District 1 
squadrons. 

In an effort to thank him for all of his efforts, the Everett M. LeBel 
Educational Achievement Award was originated. It was designed 
to stimulate squadron individuals toward working together to 
promote completion of educational courses. 

Points are given from completion of the various courses within the 
award year (1 July to 30 June). 

 S        1 CP      2 
 P        2 EM      2 
 AP     3 ME      2 
 JN     4 Sa       2 
 N       4 W        3 
  ID        4 
5 points will be awarded to the squadron for each Full-Certificate 
(all courses completed) earned during the year, and 1 point for 
each Proficiency Award (completion of AP and at least 3 elective 
courses) earned during the year. In addition,1 point will be 
awarded for each additional Full Certificate member on the 
squadron roll as of 30 June. 

Total points, earned by a squadron, will be added and divided by 
the squadron’s Active membership as of 30 June. The squadron 
with the point total per member will be the winner. 

The committee (EDO,Asst DEO, and one member appointed by 
the District Commander) will announce the results of the 
competition at the Fall Education Conference and will present the 
award at that time. A squadron winning the Award 3 years in a row 
will be awarded a permanent trophy at the end of the 3rd year. 
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NEW COOPERATIVE ADVERTISING PROGRAM  
 
A new Co-op Advertising program, based on educational sales, is going 
into effect for the 2010 education year. It will be explained at the Fall 
Conference in detail. Squadrons will be getting more money to put 
towards class advertising. Posters, radio releases, newspaper 
announcements are now available from the Marketing Department 
online. They can be filled out with the local squadron information and 
downloaded directly onto your computer. Come to the Fall Conference to 
learn more of what the new program is all about. 

The BOC (Boat Operators Certification) is expanding by leaps and 
bounds. Insurance is now in place, and we have on the water certifiers, as 
well as advanced and master certifiers, ready to come to our area and 
start training our members in this new exciting program. See the 
September/October issue of the ENSIGN for an excellent article on this 
program. This too will be spoken about at the Fall Conference.

�

USPS DISTRICT 1 CONTEST 

This contest is open to anyone under the age of 18 yrs. -- relatives, 
friends, scouts, or strangers. It must be an original idea or method to 
promote safe, fun boating. A working model, or full size of an invention, 
must be displayed at the Spring 2010 D/1 Conference. In place of a 
model invention, it can be explained using posters, grafts, etc. 
Contestants must be in attendance. Contestants may work alone or work 
as a group. Ownership of an idea or an invention will remain the property 
of the participant unless given to the District in writing. Judging will take 
place during the AM breakout session and awards will be made during 
the luncheon. 

Class A: up to age 10; Class B age 10 – 15; Class C: 15 – 18 

Groups will use the same age classifications with the oldest member 
setting the class. 
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Waterbury squadron has developed a “distance learning” capability 
which we have used in two of our recent course offerings.  What is 
“distance learning” you may ask?  It is a way of allowing students to 
participate in a classroom lecture/discussion from a distance by use of 
technology. 

Why do we use distance learning?  The need arose when Wes and Jeanie 
Quigley, two of our very active members, retired to cruise full time on 
their 42 foot custom trawler.  They regularly spend winters in the warm 
waters of Florida, but they still want to take our advanced courses.  What 
to do, what to do? 

Doug Burdett, our Education Officer, enjoys a challenge and is computer 
savvy.  After considerable research, he developed a plan with the 
Quigleys on Miss Ruby to include them in the Piloting Class.  We 
arrived at a very practical solution that costs next to nothing.  Wes & 
Jeanie already had a laptop computer and a wireless connection to the 
Internet, so they could stay in touch while traveling.  What they needed 
was a way to see the same presentation and hear the same lecture that the 
students in the classroom are experiencing.  For the visual side of it, we 
sent a copy of the instructors CD for them to view.  That just left that 
audio.  We decided to use Skype software on their laptop and on the 
classroom PC. 

For those who are unfamiliar with Skype, it is a software package which 
allows users to place telephone calls from their PC.  Calls to other Skype 
users are free.  You can use the regular speakers and a microphone 
plugged into the PC, but we chose to use a combination 
speaker/microphone costing $15 in the classroom to pick up the 
discussion.  Everything that is said on either end is heard at the other 
location 

Now our distant students click through the slides while listening to the 
classroom discussion.   They can participate in the discussion and ask 
questions during the class.  Wes & Jeanie have recently completed 
Piloting and are now deep into Marine Electrical Systems.  All this from 
the comfort of their new floating home, while experiencing much nicer 
weather than the rest of the students. 
 

 
13 

 

S
ou

nd
s 

of
 1

, O
ffi

ci
al

 P
ub

lic
at

io
n 

of
 U

S
P

S
 D

is
tr

ic
t 

1 
c/

o 
44

 C
op

pl
es

to
ne

 R
d.

, A
vo

n,
 C

T
 0

60
01. 

  C
om

m
an

de
r 

   
   

   
  

Jo
hn

 R
. N

as
on

, S
N

,  
   

86
0-

56
1-

23
77

 
E

xe
cu

tiv
e 

O
ffi

ce
r  

H
er

b 
G

re
en

ba
ck

er
,S

N
 2

03
-2

38
-4

52
0

 
E

du
ca

tio
na

l O
ffi

ce
r 

R
oy

 F
. G

ill
ey

, A
P

   
   

  8
60

-5
8

3-
13

33
 

A
dm

in
 O

ffi
ce

r 
 

G
eo

rg
e 

M
. G

ilb
er

t,A
P

 8
60

-3
42

-4
61

4 
S

ec
re

ta
ry

 
 

C
lif

f M
cK

ib
bi

n 
, J

N
   

 8
60

-6
73

-1
58

4 
T

re
as

ur
er

 
 

D
ou

gl
as

 B
ur

de
tt,

 S
N

   
20

3-
72

3-
21

69
 

U
S

P
S

, U
ni

te
d 

S
ta

te
s 

P
ow

er
 S

qu
ad

ro
ns

, T
he

 E
ns

ig
n,

 J
e

t S
m

ar
t, 

B
oa

t S
m

ar
t, 

A
m

er
ic

as
 B

oa
tin

g 
C

ou
rs

e 
ar

e 
re

gi
st

er
ed

 
tr

ad
em

ar
ks

.  
T

he
 S

qu
ad

ro
n 

B
oa

tin
g 

C
ou

rs
e 

is
 a

 s
er

vi
ce

 m
ar

k 
of

 th
e 

U
S

P
S

.  
A

rt
ic

le
s,

 a
nd

 o
pi

ni
on

s 
do

 n
ot

 n
ec

es
sa

ril
y 

re
fle

ct
 U

S
P

S
 p

ol
ic

y 
or

 
en

do
rs

em
en

t u
nl

es
s 

so
 d

es
ig

na
te

d.
  A

ny
 a

rt
ic

le
 m

ay
 

be
 

re
pr

od
uc

ed
 in

 a
ny

 U
S

P
S

 p
ub

lic
at

io
n 

w
he

n 
cr

ed
it 

is
 g

iv
en

 to
 b

ot
h 

th
e 

au
th

or
 a

nd
 th

e 
S

ou
nd

s 
of

 1
. 

 E
di

te
d 

by
: D

/L
t C

hr
is

tin
e 

L.
 G

w
iz

d,
 A

P
  8

60
-3

88
-9

988 
 

gw
iz

d@
sb

cg
lo

ba
l.n

et a
nd

 P
/D

/C
 E

la
in

e 
 L

. W
ill

ia
m

s,
 A

P
 

86
0-

43
4-

07
53

 lw
w

ill
ia

m
s@

sn
et

.n
et  

 

N
on

-P
ro

fit
 

U
.S

. P
os

ta
ge

 
P

ai
d 

H
ar

tfo
rd

, C
T

 
P

er
m

it 
N

o.
 9

88
 


