
Spring                 2009 
 
FROM THE DISTRICT COMMANDER 
 
My term as your District Commander is quickly coming to an end.  It 
seems like yesterday when I was elected to lead District 1.  One of 
my areas of emphasis as Commander was to foster membership.  
Without members, we are incapable of carrying out our mission of 
promoting   Safe Boating through Education! 
 
Squadrons have to work hard to locate, educate, recruit, and retain 
members.  As with everything today, we have to show perspective 
members that we have something for them.  We convey that 
message with our educational programs, our civic activities, and our 
social events associated with the water and boating.  Individually, we 
can do little.  Together we can accomplish much.  Think recruitment. 
 
Membership needs Leadership.   Squadrons are finding it more 
difficult to fill leadership positions on their squadron bridge.  Someone 
must step up to steer the course of our organization.  Membership 
without leadership leads to frustration and causes members to leave 
our ranks.  Think about giving back to our organization in the form of 
accepting a leadership position within your squadron.   
 
Operation’s Training offers a close look at the United States Power 
Squadron’s organizational structure, an examination of its working 
parts, and how they all fit together.  Before accepting a position of 
leadership, members should take this course, so they will fully 
understand where they fit into the district and national organizational 
picture. 
Finally, if anything has been accomplished during the past two years, 
it was because many people came forward and offered their 
assistance One thing for sure, if I asked someone to assist in some 
way, they responded.  That’s what we are all about, members 

helping members for the organizations sake.  I want to give my 
sincere thanks to all of you who stepped up and assisted when 
I asked. 
 
My final message to you is simple - If you believe in what 
USPS is doing, get involved!  I can promise you this, your 
involvement will help USPS carry out its mission, but more 
importantly, you will meet and work with some really great 
people just like yourself.  Try it; you’ll have a great time and 
love doing it. 
   
Thank you all for making this a very rewarding and memorable 
experience that I will cherish always. 
Sincerely, 
 
Elaine L. Williams AP 
District Commander 
 
 
CALENDAR OF District 1 EVENTS  
 
Saturday, 28 March 2009, 0800 
 Conference 
 Cromwell, CT 
  
Saturday, 27 June 2009 
 
Saturday, 8 August 2009 
 Sale Race 
 
Saturday, 26 September 2009 
 Poker Run 
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CALL FOR THE 2009 SPRING CONFERENCE  
 

DATE:  Saturday, 28 March 2009 
HOST:  New Britain Squadron  
TIME:  0800 
PLACE: Courtyard by Marriott,  
 4 Sebethe Drive, Cromwell, CT 
DRESS: Uniform F or other appropriate attire 

   
Morning Schedule 

0800-0900 Ships Store, Raffle Ticket, Coffee and Pastry,  

  Registration 

0900-1030 Business meeting – General Session   

  I. Call to Order:  D/C Elaine L. Williams, AP     

         A. Presentation of Colors and Pledge of Allegiance:           

           D/Lt John LaBrie, S    

       B. Invocation:  Chaplain Paul Bialecki, P 

C. Moment of Silence in tribute to the deceased 
members of District 1 

 D.   Welcome to Conference: – Cdr. Paul Bialecki, P, 
  Commander, New Britain Squadron, 

E. District Commander’s Introductions: 
    Chief Commander’s Representative –  
               R/C William M. Bellinger, SN 
    Guests 
    Head Table 

    F.  Introduction of Past District Commanders in 
attendance:   P/D/C Sandra W. Pierog, SN 

     II.   Conference Roll Call:   D/Lt/C Clifford W. McKibbin, JN  
 

III.   Message from the Chief Commander 
     IV.   Action on the minutes of the 25 October 2008 conference 
      V.    Reports of District Bridge Officers and Committee Chairmen 
               A.  Executive Officer — D/Lt/C John R. Nason, SN 
                B.   Educational Officer — D/Lt/C Roy F. Gilley, AP 
                C.   Admin. Officer — D/Lt/C H.E. “Bud” Greenbacker, SN 
                D.   Secretary – Clifford W. McKibbin, JN 
                E.   Treasurer – Douglas S. Burdett, SN 
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1030-1130       Breakout Sessions: 

1030-1130       Mates Program – Sample “Tastefully Simple”  

1130-1200       Attitude adjustment – cash bar at main hotel bar  

            Awards Luncheon –  
 
Afternoon Schedule 
 
1400-1500       Breakout Sessions: 

1400-1500 Mates program –  

1500-1645 Business Meeting continued – 
 
VI. Reports of District Bridge Officers and general & Standing  
      Committees (continued)                                        
 
                F. District Commander — D/C Elaine L. Williams, AP 

G. Audit — D/Lt Thomas A. Hayes, AP 
H. Rules — P/C/C Robert L. Woods, SN 
 I. Planning — P/D/C Ralph L. Borriello, AP 
 J. Law — D/Lt Van A. Starkweather, P 

VII.   UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
SHIP’S STORE 

 
Super Shammy Cloths: Soak up morning dew on dinghy, seats, 
cockpit, teak, wet pets, and more! Package of 5 for $10 or $3 
single (sells at boat shows & fairs for $10 apiece). 
 Absorbs and polishes 
 Machine washable 
 Cleans up spills FAST! 
 Will not scratch surfaces 
 Made in Germany 
 
4 GB flash drive: great for squadron secretary, historian, or 
photographers. Price is $18 (retails for $30). 

 
 
 
4 

 



VIII.  NEW BUSINESS 

    A.  Nominating Committee Report – P/D/C Sandra W. Pierog,  SN
      B.  Election of Officers and Committee Members –  

C/C Representative R. C. Bellinger 
    C.  Installation of Officers 
    D.  Date & place for 2009 Fall Conference – New Haven Squadron, 

            Host  
    E.  Consideration of any other business that should come before 

 this meeting. 
      
     IX.  BENEDICTION — Chaplain, D/Lt Paul Bialecki, P 

 
     X.  ADJOURNMENT  
 
D/C Elaine L. Williams, AP 
 
 
      
Luncheon Arrangements: 
 
The Conference Luncheon will consist of: 
 Chicken Milanese with Parmesan Breading $23.00 
 Pan Seared Cod with lemon and herb crust $24.00 
Salad, dessert, and coffee are included with dinner. 
 
After March 21, please add $1.00 to each dinner. 
 
Please send your check and your dinner choice to: 
P/C Edward Friedman, SN, 49 West Ridge Dr. 
West Hartford, CT.  06117-2049 
Phone: 860-231-8733 
e-mail: friedmane@att.net 
 
To receive group rates for Room Reservations: $99.00 plus tax, call 
800-627-7468 ASAP. Ask for the USPS Block. 
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Pre Conference Dinner 
27 March 2009 1800 
Eastside Restaurant, 131 Dwight St., New Britain, Ct 
 
Post Conference Dinner 
28 March 2009 1800 
Hawthorne Inn, 2421 Berlin Turnpike 
Route 15 north,  Berlin, CT. 
 
Please come and join us at these dinners.  They are not for 
District Officers only. They are for all members, and a great 
way to meet people from other squadrons. 
 
Please contact H. E. ”Bud” Greenbacker for reservations by 
 22 March 2009, 203-238-4520, Hgreenbacker@cox.net 
 
 
Mates Program  
Wondering what to make for dinner?  Spice up your everyday 
meals - - - appetizers, main dishes, sides and desserts.  With a 
little help from TASTEFULLY SIMPLE , you can cook up all 
kinds of meals in minutes. Whether you’re looking for a taste of 
Italy or food fresh off the grill,   TASTEFULLY SIMPLE  can 
help.  It's easy, it's fun ... and it’s a terrific way to create a new 
menu every day of the week! 

TASTEFULLY SIMPLE  selections offer a wide variety of 
convenient, easy-to-prepare gourmet foods designed to help 
people spend less time in the kitchen and more time enjoying 
the rest of their lives. 

At 10:00 a.m., come and sample simple portions of 
TASTEFULLY SIMPLE products, which will be available for 
purchase. Prices range from $1.99 – up. 
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DISTRICT 1 NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 

Report of the District 1 Nominating Committee 
 
 For the 2009-2010 one year term 
 
Commander:  John R. Nason, SN  Springfield 
Executive Officer: Herb Greenbacker, SN Meriden 
Education Officer: Roy F. Gilley, AP  New Britain 
Admin. Officer: George M. Gilbert, AP Middletown 
Treasurer:  Douglas S. Burdett, SN Waterbury 
Secretary:  Clifford W. McKibbin, JN Hartford 
Asst Education:  M. Ellen Barbour, SN  New 
London 
Asst Treasurer: Donna Emmons, P  Middletown 
Asst Secretary:  
 
For the 2009-2012 three year term: 
 
Nominating Committee: Elaine L. Williams, AP 
Rules Committee:  Ralph L. Borriello, AP 
Planning Committee:  Anthony Salzarulo, AP 
    James E. Coley, JN 
Audit Committee:  Alfred Mongillo, AP   
 
To be voted upon at the District 1 2009 Spring Conf erence. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
P/D/C Sandra W. Pierog, SN 
P/C Steven R. Cyr, JN 
P/D/Lt/C George D. Gwizd, JN 
 
District 1 Nominating Committee 
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Educational Officer’s message 
 
Education is a cornerstone of the United States Power Squadrons, 
and I am pleased to report that we are making progress. 

Certification of Instructors 

Thank you to Manchester and New London Squadrons for offering 
Instructor Development (ID) last fall. Unfortunately, we were unable to 
fill either class. New Britain is offering a class starting in February. 
 
Certification of experienced instructors was offered last fall (a one 
time only offer). Several squadrons responded and sent me their lists. 
If you have not responded yet, please do so immediately. 

Re-Certification of Instructors 

Certification only lasts four years. Last fall, Les Williams offered his 
second re-certification class. Twenty-two certified instructors were re-
certified. Les created an excellent program and we are all indebted to 
Les for the hard work and dedication he continues to provide for 
District One. Thank you Les. 

Basic Boating Classes 

The new text, America’s Boating Course, 3rd Edition is now available. 
Information for ordering the book for spring classes has already been 
sent to every squadron. By now, I hope everyone has used up their 
stock of the old text, The Squadron Boating Course… If not, use them 
this spring or send them back to National. 
 
I receive reports from National several times a year on which 
squadrons are teaching the basic boating course. A number of 
squadrons are having a problem filling fall courses – spring seems to 
be a better time to attract students. Still we are doing well. For 2008, I 
have received reports on the following squadrons: 
 

Hartford: 1 class in 2008, 4 classes in 2009 
 Middletown: 1 class in 2008 
 Milford: 4 classes in 2008, 2 classes in 2009 
 New Britain: 2 classes in 2008, 3 classes in 2009 
 New Haven: 1 class in 2009 
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New London: 1 class in 2008, 1 class in 2009 
 Saybrook: 2 classes in 2008, 1 class in 2009  
 Springfield: 2 classes in 2008 

Waterbury: 3 classes in 2008, 1 class in 2009 
 Westerly: 1 class in 2008 
I have no information on basic boating classes offered by 
Manchester, Meriden or Norwich. While I am sure classes were 
offered, National does not know about them. Please register all 
your classes including advanced courses and seminars. 
 

Educator’s Forum 
The state DEP will host the next Educator’s Forum on March 
11, 2009, 9:00 A.M. at 333 Ferry Road, Old Lyme, CT, (860) 
434-8638. We will be discussing the new state exam and 
related items. You are all welcome to attend. I understand that 
taking time from work is difficult so I will send a memo after the 
meeting. 
 

Seminars 
I am very pleased that most squadrons are presenting the new 
seminars. Keep up the good work. If someone would like to 
present one at the next conference, we will oblige. 
 

              And in closing … 
I want to thank four old timers who are helping me as I learn 
this new position. They are Al Charette, Chairman of Boating 
Courses, Gil Alwang, Teaching Aids, Les Williams, my 
predecessor and Ellen Barbour, the ADEO. And, no 
educational program can succeed without the dedication 
provided by the SEO’s, ASEO’s and instructors throughout the 
District. Thank you one and all. 
 
D/Lt/C Roy Gilley AP, DEO, District 1 
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Administration Department   
 

This is my final report to you as Admin. Officer.  Over the last two 
years I have attended all District 1 meetings and as many Squadron 
meetings as I could.  I have performed all my duties to the best of my 
abilities. 
 
Summer activities are a big part of the Administration Department.  All 
who attended the various functions have had a good time.  There is 
always room for more members.  Those of you that don’t participate 
are really missing an important part of what being a member of the 
Power Squadron is all about. 
 
By attending District summer functions you have the opportunity to go 
to different places, meet new and interesting people, and have fun. 
 
I offer my best wishes to the next Administration Officer.  I have 
enjoyed serving on the District Bridge, and hope I will be elected to 
serve as Executive Officer. 
 
D/Lt/C H. E. Greenbacker SN 

Four members of District 1 were honored for their 50 years of       
service to the U.S. Power Squadrons at the Fall Conference on 
25 October, 2008.  The four were: 
 
Hartford  P/D/Lt/C Roland Grandahl, SN 
Middletown  Thomas Brookes, P 
Milford   P/C Donald Baldwin, AP 
New Haven  John Kerrigan, N 

 
Hartford Past 
Commanders with 
Rolly Grandahl;   
L to R, George 
Gwizd, Cdr Cliff 
McKibbin, Ken 
Weeks, Rolly, Ed 
Taisarsky, and Pat 
Pabouet. 
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Western” Holiday Party 
Another Great Success 

 
This year’s Holiday Party featured a “Western” theme complete with a 
wonderful buffet, Line dancing instruction, and raffle.  Members wore 
their best western regalia and brought “Toys for Tots”.  We had a 
great turnout with Meriden and Waterbury having the most members 
in attendance.  
Jo Anne Brown, a professional line dancing instructor, led us in 
learning at least 10 dances. (Well, some of us learned).  She was 
helped in the demonstration by Kathie Burdett and Karen Rosa.  The 
word at the party was that next year’s theme is a 50’s dance, so 
ladies, get out your socks and crinolines and guys your nylon shirts, 
ugh.   

  
The District Bridge 
turned out in its 
entirety for the party.  
L-R  Commander 
Elaine Williams, 
Executive officer Jack 
Nason, Education 
officer Roy Gilley, 
Admin officer Bud 
Greenbacker, 
Treasurer Doug 
Burdett, and Secretary     

Cliff McKibbin.  
 
 
.  
 
Jo Anne Brown, 
our professional 
instructor 
instructed Kathie 
Burdett and Karen 
Rosa in line 
dancing. 
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