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    They say that the two best
days in a boater’s life are when you
buy it and when you sell it.  Well,
Dick & I didn’t sell our much loved
45’ sailboat, but after a fire 3 years
ago, she finally succumbed
to hurricane Dennis.  I
can’t say that it was a
happy day when the
insurance company finally
settled our claim, but we
could finally move on and
start looking for a new
boat.

    So what do we do?
I know from experience
almost anything can be
found on the internet.
Well, I’m pretty internet savvy, so I
went  “a hunting”.  It’s amazing what
you can find!  I logged on to one of
several sites that have listings for
literally thousands of boats.  I then

entered in the specifications for our
ideal boat, pushed a key and…..
voila!  Up came a list of vessels that
met our criteria.  Most listings will
show specs, pictures, equipment,
asking price, and location.  We could
easily compare the boats in the
privacy of our own home.  How easy
can this be?

    You can usually find exactly
what you want in various price
ranges.  In our case it was a 41’ Aft

Back to Boating, At Last
D/C Karen Gercak, AP

R/C Michael Horowitz, JN
to attend the

D/15 Spring Conference

See page 2 for complete story.

Cabin Hatteras with twin diesels.
She’s a real beauty and we will
hopefully close on her in a few weeks.
Then we can again do what we both
love; b-o-a-t-i-n-g.  Well, we are in the

Power Squadron, for goodness sake.
    Our hearts go out to all of you

who have had losses this past year.
Any loss, whether it’s your boat, your
home, or your business, or all of them,

can be devastating.
But sometimes, just as
it was in our case, a
loss can mean that
something new and
better is just on the
horizon.  Dick and I
hope that each of you
will finally be able to
move on start your
search for your future.

    Oh by the way,
here are some photos
of our new girl!

    May you all
have fresh breezes and calm seas.
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R/C Michael Horowitz, JN is a
member of Shrewsbury Power
Squadron, District 4. He and his
wife, P/C Lucille Horowitz, SN, call
Allenhurst, NJ their home, but
spend roughly 500 hours yearly
cruising on their trawler, ALTAIR
III (a 44’ offshore trawler, Monk,
Sr. design built
in 1971), in
New Jersey and
New York
waters during
the summer,
transiting the
ICW to Florida
in October.

    A
member since
1972, life
member since
2005, Mike has
held many
squadron,
district and
national
assignments.
Following his
advancement
to commander
on the squadron bridge, he was
initially involved with the district
as flag lieutenant, and then moved
up the district bridge. He serves on
the squadron Rules Committee, is
squadron Supply Officer, is a Port
Captain, and teaches the Cruise
Planning course during the
summer. He is currently serving as
chairman of the National Finance
Committee.

    After college, Mike joined
the family restaurant/nightclub
business in New York, and then
returned to NYU’s Graduate
School of Business Administration
as assistant to the Dean and MBA

R/C Michael J. Horowitz, JN  National Finance Committee
to be the C/C's Rep at the D/15 Spring Conference

student advisor. In 1974, Mike
moved on to Wall Street where he
was active as an independent floor
trader until his retirement from the
floor in 1996.

    Lucille is also a member of
Shrewsbury squadron since 1984.

She has
served on her
squadron
bridge,
advancing to
commander,
was SEO, and
teaches the
boating course
as well as
Cruise
Planning with
Michael.

Lucille is
the recipient
of the Charles
F. Chapman
Award for
Excellence in
Teaching, one
of the highest
honors USPS

bestows on any member.
    Both Michael and Lucille

have dedicated many years to the
United States Power Squadrons.
Married over 43 years, they
continue to enjoy boating, and
even manage to occasionally have
on board their sons, daughters in
law and, so far, four grandchildren.

R/C Horowitz and his wife
Lucille will be arriving in Jackson,
Mississippi on Thursday, 20 April,
playing in the golf tournament on
Friday morning and enjoying the
weekend with the members of
District 15.
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News from around USPS
and District 15

The new District 15 roster will be
available at the Conference in April,
thanks to the hard work of P/D/Lt/C
Dick Reddy, SN and Stf/C Iris Reddy,
SN. It will also be available on the
district webpage. Contact P/D/C
Robbie Jarrell, AP for the username
and password needed for access.

The following members of D/15
have earned 25 merit marks and are
new life members for 2006:

Fort Walton
Mitchell Cash, SN
John Linsay, AP
Vernon Peterson, AP

Mobile
Clifford Jackson, AP

New Orleans
Ernest Beyer, AP
J. C. Ciolino, AP

Congratulations also to D/15
assistant secretary, Sal James, SN who
earned his 50th merit mark. Sal
attended the USPS Annual Meeting
in Orlando where he was presented
his award by C/C Les Johnson, SN.

USPS is developing a series of
educational seminars that can be
offered to both the public and to our
members. The first six will be available
in June, with six more due by year
end. The first topics will be Basic
GPS; VHF and Marine Radio; On-
Board Weather Forecasting; How to

Special Announcement
on USPS Boat Insurance

Because of the enormous
losses sustained by all marine
insurance carriers in the last
two years, the following changes
in the USPS Boat Insurance
Program are being mandated by
the St Paul Insurance Company:

All boats over 10 years
of age in the coastal and
adjacent counties of AL, FL,
GA, LA, MS and TX will be
non-renewed. The non-
renewal process will begin on
March 1, 2006 with policy
effective dates of approximately
May 1, 2006.  If your policy
has already been renewed for
2006 or has an effective date
before approximately May 1,
your policy will remain in
force until 2007.     

No new business will be
quoted in coastal and
adjacent counties of AL, FL,
GA, LA, MS, NC, SC and
TX if the boat is over 30
feet in length or if the hull
value is greater than
$100,000.

V/C Frank A. Dvorak, SN,
National Administrative
Officer, recommends that you
contact our insurance broker
McGriff, Seibels and Williams
immediately at 1-800-476-2211.
Please ask for Mr. Ben Gilbert,
Jim Park or Jake Hill. They
have pledged to work with our
members in these hurricane-
affected states to try and find
replacement insurance with
other companies.

 R/C Luis Ojeda, Chairman
of the Member Benefits
committee will be meeting with
Lee McGriff and Ben Gilbert at
their offices in Birmingham AL
in early April in an on-going
effort to help our affected
members.

Read a Chart; Boat Handling; Knots,
Bends, and Hitches. During the
conference in April, DEO Wil Hugli,
JN will make a short presentation on
where the USPS educational program
is heading.

The national treasurer reported
that 24 districts and 284 squadrons
are
participating
in voluntary
headquarters
anniversary
billing. The
Committee
on Rules is
preparing an
ammendment
to the bylaws
that would
permanently
authorize
HQAB as a
method of
dues collection.

Cdr Joahan McDole, S reported
that Singing River Sail and Power
Squadron exceeded the 3% growth
goal set by USPS. She also issued a
challenge to all squadrons in District
15 to meet that goal.

Council and conference meetings
should be for more than just
managing the business of the district.
District gatherings can be fun,
informative and provide members an
opportunity to interact with other
boaters. Unfortunately, many
members are missing out on that
camaraderie.

Have any ideas on how to
increase interest and improve
attendance? Send your thoughts to
cdjarrell@cox.net

Surprisingly, the new TEAM
casual attire at the council seemed to
create a more open and interactive
meeting - lots more participation by
the membership.

D/C Karen Gercak at
Spring Council in

'TEAM casual attire'

In case you can't tell
- it's a duck race!
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Nominating Committee Report
In accordance with Article 6 Section 6.1 of the Bylaws of

District 15, United States Power Squadrons, the following
members are nominated to the offices indicated for the year
2006-2007.  All Nominees have signified both a willingness
and ability to serve if elected. The Nominees for District
Educational Officer and Assistant Educational Officer have
been approved by the National Educational Officer.

District Commander Cheryl Jarrell, AP
Executive Officer Ronald N. Everett, AP
Educational Officer Maurice T. Schmoll, SN
Administrative Officer J. Glenn Roy, AP
Secretary Pat Brewer, P
Treasurer Carl M. Hutto, AP
Asst. Educational Officer Richard E. Gercak, AP
Asst. Secretary Salvadore James, SN
Asst. Treasurer Al Hofffman, AP

Nominating Committee
1 yr. Harry Hebb, SN
1 yr. Marlene Sobkowich, AP
2 yrs. V. Richard White, AP
2 yrs. Dixon G. Allen, S
3 yrs. Karen L. Gercak, AP
3 yrs. Blanche White,  AP

Rules Committee
1 yr. Robert A. Baldridge, SN
2 yrs. Blanche White, AP
3 yrs. Keith Dellsberger, AP

Auditing Committee
1 yr. D. Barry Pipes, JN
2 yrs. Nolan Haro, SN
3 yrs. Joahan Mc Dole, S

Planning Committee
1 yr. Dean Hoffman, AP
1 yr. Lawrence A. Rathbun, Jr. AP
2 yrs. Charles Chapman, SN
2 yrs. Debi Gould, S
3 yrs. William F. Dietrich, AP
3 yrs. James Van Court, Jr, AP

Respectfully Submitted,
District 15 Committee on Nominations

Robbie Jarrell, AP Chairman
Richard L. Reddy, SN
Harry Hebb, SN
Marlene Sobkowich, AP
V. Richard White, AP
Dixon G. Allen, S

(Note: All 3 year committee members are new; 1 and 2 year
members are continuing in their previously elected positions.)

CALL TO CONFERENCE

In accordance with District 15
bylaws, Article 5, Section 5.5, this
constitutes official notice to the
membership of District 15 of call to meeting, containing the
agenda and other pertinent details for the 2006 Spring
Conference.

The meeting will convene at 0900 on 22 April 2006 at
the Edison Walthall located in Jackson, Mississippi.

All members of D/15 are encouraged to attend the
Conference and may request the privilege of the floor, in
accordance with bylaws Article 5, Section 5.8.

Each squadron commander is entitled to vote.
Delegates shall be selected by each squadron on the basis
of one delegate for each 25 active members in good
standing, or major fraction thereof, as of the preceding 1
March, with a minimum of two delegates per squadron.

Voting members of the Conference are: District Com-
mander, District Lieutenant Commanders, Chairmen of
the General Committees, Squadron Commanders, Past
District Commanders who are active members of District 15
squadrons, and the delegates.

Uniform at the Conference meeting for the District
Bridge will be USPS uniform G. The uniform for other
members and guests will be uniform G or appropriate attire.

P/D/C Robbie Jarrell, AP presenting the Nominating
Committee report at the recent D/15 council meeting
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Spring Conference Agenda
22 April 2006

Uniform ‘G’ (Black trousers and short sleeve shirt)

0800 Closed Meetings
Commanders and Executive Officers ............................... D/Lt/C Cheryl Jarrell, AP
Squadron Educational Officers and Assistants ................ R/C Wil Hugli, JN

0900 Conference Meeting
Coffee and Lunch Break at suitable times
Call to Order ..................................................................... D/C Karen Gercak, AP
Presentation of Colors ........................................................ Stf/C Stan Warner, SN
Pledge of Allegiance ......................................................... D/Lt/C Cheryl Jarrell, AP
USPS Pledge ...................................................................... D/Lt/C Ron Everett, AP
Invocation and Necrology ................................................. Stf/C E. J. Sacks, SN
Roll Call and Introductions .............................................. P/D/C Clifford Jackson, AP
Establishment of a Quorum ............................................... D/Lt//C Pat Brewer, P
Change Order of Business ................................................. D/C Karen Gercak, AP
Clarification of Voting Delegates ..................................... P/D/C Robert G. Fries, JN
2005 Fall Conference Minutes Approval .......................... D/Lt/C Pat Brewer, P
Host Squadron’s Welcome ................................................ Cdr Jay Jenkins, S

Chief Commander’s Message ............................................ R/C Michael Horowitz, JN

Treasurer’s Report ............................................................. D/Lt/C Carl Hutto, AP
Secretary’s Report .............................................................. D/Lt//C Pat Brewer, P
Administrative Officer’s Report ........................................ D/Lt/C Ron Everett, AP
Educational Officer’s Report ............................................. R/C Wil Hugli, JN
Executive Officer’s Report ................................................ D/Lt/C Cheryl Jarrell, AP
Commander's Report ......................................................... D/C Karen Gercak, AP

GENERAL COMMITTEES

Planning Committee Report ............................................. P/D/C Luther O’Brien, SN
Nominating Committee Report ......................................... P/D/C Robbie Jarrell, AP
Budget and Finance Report .............................................. P/C Peggy Larkins, P
Educational Fund Report .................................................. P/D/C Luther O’Brien, SN
Conference Planning Committee...................................... D/Lt Dorothy Warner, P

Unfinished Business ........................................................... Presentation of Awards
New Business

Dismissal of the Bridge (Secretary excepted) and the District Commander

Benediction ........................................................................ Stf/C E. J. Sacks, SN
Retire the Colors ............................................................... Stf/C Stan Warner, SN

Conference is Recessed
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Are You Ready for Some Boating?
Now that good weather is on the way, and boating

season is coming, it is a good time to consider the safety
aspects of your boat. A good way to start is by having a
Vessel Safety Check performed. This will ensure that
your documentation is correct, numbers are properly
displayed, navigation lights are working, PFDs are in
good condition, visual distress signals are not out of date,
and fire extinguishers are current and of the appropriate
size and number for your boat. The first aid kit should be
checked for completeness, and any missing items should
be replaced.  Now is also a good time to check the VHF
radio.

Mooring lines should be checked for signs of wear.
The anchor rode should also be checked at this time for
signs of deterioration. Any line found to be in less than
ideal shape should be replaced. It is especially important

to check the engine exhaust system. Any signs
of leakage must be repaired or the component
replaced. This is to prevent exhaust gases
which contain carbon monoxide from entering
any spaces where personnel may be during
operation of the boat.

If you trailer your boat, attention must
also be paid to the trailer. The tires should be
checked for wear and proper inflation. The
wheel bearings should be properly greased.
Trailer lights must work, and the entire trailer
should be checked for signs of excessive
rusting.

Lawrence A. Rathbun, AP
D/15 Safety Officer

Deadline for this year's Safety Report is
30 September 2006

They aren't just boaters,
they're golfers, too!

Fall 2005 D/15
Stumble through the Jungle
Golf Scramble participants

Interested in playing in Jackson?
Contact Dick Reddy for complete

details.

Remember that all instructors for the public boating
courses must be certified instructors. Having only one
certified instructor creates a lot of work for one person.
Having no certified instructors is a bigger problem. Our
USPS-State MOUs are clear on the requirement.

I will conduct instructor certification at the D/15
Spring  Conference In Jackson on Friday and Saturday. If
you plan to attend, please let me know.

For re-certification, check the USPS Instructor
Development web site. It is easy and one of your
squadron certified instructors can conduct the re-
certification refresher. But, make certain that the
paperwork is completed.
http://www.usps.org/national/eddept/idcom/main.htm

R/C Wil Hugli, JN
D/15 Educational Officer

Instructor Certification
Friday, 21 April - D/15 Spring Conference 

Newsletters on the Web
Several squadrons in D/15 have their newsletters on the web.

Log on and find out what's happening with your fellow USPS
members around the district.

If your squadron would like to get their newsletter online,
contact P/D/C Robbie Jarrell, AP at rcjarrell@cox.net and he
will be happy to help.
http://www.fwsps.com/Porpoise (Fort Walton Beach)
http://home.mchsi.com/~gbsps/ (Gulf Breeze)
http://www.lpsps.org/newsletter.htm (Lake Pontchartrain)
http://www.usps.org/localusps/mobile/MOBILE_NEWSLWTTER.htm
http://www.usps.org/localusps/neworleans/topside_newsletter.htm
http://www.usps.org/localusps/pensacola/cgi-bin/lazy_log.htm
http://www.usps.org/localusps/perdidobay/newsletter.htm
http://www.usps.org/localusps/d15/Newsletters.htm   (CAN 15)
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D/15 Spring CONFERENCE
21-23 April 2006

THE EDISON WALTHALL HOTEL - JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

Rank ___________  Name ________________________________________  Grade ______

Spouse or Guests  ____________________________________________________________

Address  ___________________________________________________________________

City  _____________________________________  State ____________  Zip  ___________

Squadron_______________ Phone  ______________ EmailAddress  ____________________

Event Approximate         Early Fee Late fee Number of TOTAL
Time Until 3/16/06 After 3/31/06 Attendees

Friday Golf 0900 - 1400    Contact Dick Reddy for reservations ilrlred@gulftel.com

Friday Hospitality 1700 - 2100    25.00     30.00 $
Crawfish Boil
Saturday Luncheon 1230 - 1400    20.00     25.00 $
(Members, Spouses, Guests)

Saturday Dinner/Dance 1830 - 2230    42.00     45.00 $
COW
MS Museum 3 hours     10.00
Bass Pro Shop 3 hours     10.00
MS State Capital 2 hours      5.00

2006 Conf Shirt S-XL     20.00
Collar, Cotton XXL-up     25.00

Total $

Power Squadron Rates – Rooms $75.00 Suites $100.00
The Edison Walthall Hotel

225 East Capital Street
Jackson, MS. 39201-2494

(800) 932-6161) (601) 948-6161
Fax- 601-948-0088

http://www.edisonwalthallhotel.com
 Hotel Rates are GUARANTEED through March 31

 Mail Checks to:
Jackson Sail & Power Squadron (JS&PS)

P/C Blanche White
245 Dyke Road A-19

Ridgeland, MS. 39157
Cell 601-955-5559

Jean Hamilton,SN
USPS Environmental
Committee will be
making a presentation
at the D/15
Conference in Jackson.

Jean will talk about
USPS environmental best
practices, available grant
money, what other
squadrons are doing, what
we can do.

Join us for an
interesting discussion.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

All squadrons are asked to conduct
or begin a public boating class

during National Safe Boating Week
20-26 May 2006


