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Cooperative Charting
District 21 currently leads the nation with 28,850 points, but has not reached 75% squadron participation required to achieve honor roll status. Within District 21, Galveston Bay currently leads Houston with Lake Charles in 3rd place.  Acadiana, Coastal Bend, LRGV, Orange, Ouachita, and San Antonio, and Shreveport have no credits so far this year.  We must have 11 squadrons participating to achieve Honor Roll for D/21.  District 26 with 13,551 points is currently in first place.  There will be a critical Coop Charting event on November 14 in Port Isabel hosted by LRGV.  We hope everyone can attend.  P/C Richard Snapp, AP has determined the D/21 Cooperative Charting Award for 2008-2009, to be revealed at the Fall Conference.

Environmental Committee
P/D/C Charles Strong, AP will provide a separate report on environmental activities for D/21.
Liaison Committee

Joint activities with partner organizations continue to be a significant opportunity to expand squadron activities.  There are Citizen Corps programs in every community that offer opportunities for training and participation in related volunteer programs.  In Texas, we have been successful in San Antonio and Austin in partnering with TPWD in boating safety programs.  I regret to announce that Brandi Bradford has resigned from TPWD and taken a job in Waco with the Army Corps of Engineers.  Her replacement has not been determined.
Marketing and Public Relations

P/C Christine Rakestraw, AP has shared regular communications from the National Public Relations committee.  Now that National has Tom Kemp, a full time employee supporting Marketing and Development, we are seeing a new generation of materials for Marketing.  All squadrons should take advantage of the new offerings.  Be aware that the Cooperative Advertising program will undergo significant changes for next year. Funding will be based on a percentage of each squadron’s course purchases from National.  More funds will be available, but there will be new rules for eligibility and reimbursement. 
Legislative Committee

There were no significant changes in Texas boating laws for 2009.  Louisiana had several significant changes in their laws.  The age requirement for mandatory life jackets was raised from 12 to 16.  Mandatory Boating Safety Education will be rolled back to include all born after Jan 1, 1984.  Additional rules will require that all passengers on boats with hand tiller outboards must wear a life jacket.
Safety Committee
A number of squadrons participated in Safe Boating Week, and have provided reports on their activities to D/Lt/C Betty Carr, AP.  
Vessel Safety Check
As of this report, D/21 has 929 vessel examinations for 81 examiners.  Fort Worth is leading the way, with Galveston Bay close behind.  As we approach the end of the year, please make sure that all reports are filed online.  Thanks to D/Lt/C Betty Carr for overseeing and participating in this program.
Regards,
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D/Lt/C Scott D. McDonald, SN

D/21 Executive Officer
