
District 26’s “Catch the Spirit!” Award 

Background 

During our District 26 Bridge planning sessions in September, a major topic of conversation was 
the adoption of a District 26 Motto and the initiation of an award to represent the same.  The 
Motto which we have adopted is “Catch the Spirit…Pass It On!”  Our award is known as the 
“Catch the Spirit Award!” 
 
Your District Bridge is excited about our future and we want our membership to be, too! We 
want you to Catch the Spirit and foster a positive and spirited attitude in everything we do.  But, 
it is not enough to just catch it.  We have to then Pass it On to others within our Squadrons and 
our District.  By presenting this award as a perpetual symbol of this attitude to a worthy member 
of each squadron by the District representative to the Squadron Change of Watch, it will serve to 
remind us that we as individuals make a difference!   
 
The award selected is a ceremonial flag based upon the District 26 Flag emblazoned with our 
district motto in gold to match the 50th Anniversary band around the edge of our District Flag.  
The Award Flag is ceremonial, not intended to be flown, and is displayed in a solid frame that 
passes from one recipient to another, year after year, to whom the Squadron Commander 
determines best exemplifies the motto. 
 
While selection of the recipient is entirely up to the outgoing Squadron Commander, it is 
intended this individual promotes a positive spirit in their support of Squadron activities, fosters a 
spirit of cooperation among their fellow members, and serves as a guiding beacon for what the 
ideal member would represent and cause others to emulate.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Charleston Sail & Power Squadron 

Catch the Spirit Award 

 

The recipient of this award joined the Squadron after attending a Charleston Boat Show in 
January of last year and learning about the Charleston Sail & Power Squadron.  

Just like his Commander, he bought a boat after the show and then started attending 
meetings. He joined the Squadron on 11 February 2014.  Since joining he has participated in 
multiple cruises, all of the dinner meetings, and has taken Seamanship, Piloting and Sail. He 
has brought numerous guests to the various events. He helps set up and clean up at the 
events he has attended. His positive attitude about the Squadron when talking with people 
around the community exemplifies many of our newest members and epitomizes the spirit of 
this award. He has not even been a member for a full year yet and we can see his spirit is 
infectious. He and his sons enjoy boating and Scuba diving.  We are pleased to have him as a 
member and I am honored to select him for this award. 

It is my pleasure to announce that our very first recipient of the “Catch the Spirit Award” is 
Gary Wolfe, S!  Congratulations Gary! 

 

  



Hilton Head Sail & Power Squadron 

Catch the Spirit Award 

 

The inaugural winner of this award for the Hilton Head Sail & Power Squadron is the late 
Jim Cavanagh.  

As you are aware, Jim passed away on October 2 of this year and we all know how much 
Jim will be missed. 

Commander Joe told me, and I quote, “As I have thought about what this is award is all 
about, it is only fitting that the first recipient be Jim Cavanagh. His name will forever be 
associated as the first award winner for Hilton Head Sail & Power Squadron and most 
importantly, it will set the bar for what this award is intended to recognize in our 
members.” 

Commander Joe shared the following thoughts as he remembered Jim Cavanagh. 

First, Jim was a passionate sailor who willingly gave of his time and passion to teach 
others in the Squadron what he knew.  Jim had a genuine caring about and for our 
members, especially new members.  Jim attended every ABC course whether he was 
teaching or not, just to get to know potential members and to make them feel at ease.  I 
am told that many of your members joined the Squadron because of Jim’s genuine care 
and concern.  Jim willingly took on a wide variety of responsibilities in the Squadron 
when asked.  He was willing to pitch in no matter where the need and did so with a 
positive attitude.   

Most importantly, Jim did all of this without seeking recognition or thanks.  In fact, 
Commander Joe told me he is certain that Jim would have been embarrassed by being 
recognized in this manner. 

But, Jim exemplified the purpose of this award as he… 

• promoted a positive spirit in support of Squadron activities 
• he fostered a spirit of cooperation among fellow members 
• he serves as a guiding beacon of what the ideal member should represent 

 
It is for these reasons, that I am honored to make this award in Jim’s name to Commander 
Joe Etter who will in turn present this award to Jim’s family at the Squadron’s memorial 
service, on Friday, November 14th at 3:30 pm. 

 


