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District 28 2007 Winter Council 
 
1 December 2007 
Southwestern Yacht Club 
San Diego, CA 
 
0900 The meeting was called to Order by D/C Chuck Peterson, SN 

The invocation was given by P/C J Brockway Clark, SN 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America was led by 
P/D/C Frank Fitzgerald, AP 

  
D/C Peterson then announced the unanimous consent motion that, without objection, 
the chair would vary the order of business to expedite proceedings, which was 
adopted. 

 
D/C Peterson acknowledged members of the District Bridge; D/XO Katie Law, SN 
(absent);  D/EO Bill Bridge, SN; D/AO Van Diehl, SN; D/Treasurer Connie Johnson, 
AP; D/Sec Doug Frazier, AP. 
 
D/C Peterson also recognized his Staff:  Flag Lieutenant Bob Schloeman, 
Parliamentarian Frank Fitzgerald, Chaplain J. Brockway Clark, Merit Mark Chairman 
Mark Keltner, and Aides:  Adriaan Veldhuisen Chester White, Lou Loth, and Pat 
Bramble. 
 
D/C Peterson then recognized the Past District Commanders who were present 
including:  P/D/C’s Bill Bridge, SN; Bill Johnson, AP;  Lou Loth, AP;  Bob Schloeman, 
JN; Tom Swift, AP; Adriaan Veldhuisen, SN; Frank Fitzgerald, AP; Duane Leathers, 
AP. 
 
D/C Peterson then recognized the members serving on National Committees:  Lou 
Cook, Van Diehl, Bill Johnson, Elaine Keller, Katie Law, Lou Loth, Ed Mraz, Chuck 
Peterson, Bob Schloeman, E. Brian Smith, Ken Smith, Dave Uggen and Chester 
White. 
 
D/C Peterson requested that all motions for consideration be submitted in writing.   
Breakout rooms were discussed with the department heads.  Lunch will be a deli 
buffet outside in the hallway.  Dinner tonight will be at Fiddler’s Green.  Mailbox 
procedures are in effect and your mail should be picked up prior to the end of the 
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meeting.  Blank slips for motions are at the end of the table as well as copies of the 
minutes. 
 
 

0915 Morning Program 
Boat Operator Certification – Tim Harrington, SEO Phoenix Sail & Power Squadron 
Created as a result of United Nations Resolution 40 for chartering boats. 
 
There are four successive levels to the Boat Operator Certification: 
 Motorboat Operating Certificate 
 Inland Navigational 

Coastal Navigation 
Advanced Coastal Navigation 
 

In additional to classroom knowledge, there will be skills demonstration in order to 
obtain any of the certificates. 
 
There was a discussion covering the requirements for becoming a “Certifier” 

 
 

0955 Guest speaker – D/Lt Marie Baer introduced Mr. Gus Giobbi from BlueSkyNews.com 
 Mr. Giobbi discussed his free newsletter for local marinas and publications. 
 
 D/Lt Marie Baer is to follow up with Mr. Giobbi on publicizing USPS in his newsletter 
 
 
1012 Breakout meetings and lunch 
 
 
1300 D/C Peterson reconvened the meeting.   

The Secretary, D/Lt/C Frazier announced that a quorum was present.  Voting criteria 
was reviewed for the meeting.    The minutes from the 2007 Fall Conference were 
reviewed and minor corrections were entered and then the minutes were approved. 

 
1305 REPORTS OF THE BRIDGE OFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 

Treasurer:  D/Lt/C Connie Johnson – The full report is in the mailbox.  The balances 
for Checking, Money Market and Certificate of Deposit were given.  The Assets to 
Budget is 4.8:1.  The 2007-2008 budget was presented.  The dues for Active and 
Additional Active will remain the same.   

 
Motion: A. Veldhuisen has submitted a motion for a comment on the proposed budget: 

Move to amend and remove from the proposed budget the restriction “To be taken 
from the checking account (not from the savings account).” 
Motion was seconded by L. Loth 
Discussion 
Motion carried 
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1330 Final Budget Report from Fall Conference presented by D/Lt/C Van Diehl 
The expenses were slightly less than the income, providing a small profit.   
 

1335 Spring Conference Report – Cdr. Bill Johnson 
Information has been placed in the mailbox.  The deadlines for room reservations 
were identified.  The budget is being distributed to review.  The conference 
chairpersons are Diane Ashton and Jeanine Quagliara. 
 

Motion:  Cdr. Bill Johnson, as a representative of the Spring Conference Committee,    
submitted the motion: 
Motion to accept the 2008 District 28 Spring Conference budget as submitted 
A second is not required 
Discussion 
Motion carried 

 
1340 There was a question from the floor to the Treasurer in regards to whether a change in          
 banking relationships has occurred as discussed at the Fall Conference.   Per the           
 Treasurer, the change has not occurred.  The approved minutes from the last   
 meeting are needed in order to speak with the banks. 
 
1345 D/C Peterson introduced the squadron commander for the South Bay provisional 
squadron – Miguel Ramirez-Williams. 

 
Secretary:  D/Lt/C Doug Frazier called upon his staff for reports.   
 

The ENSIGN Correspondent – P/D/C Lee Whitehead (absent) – No report 
 
The Lead Line – P/D/C Lee Whitehead (absent) – No report 
 
Internet - R/C Bob Schloeman’s report was in the mailbox.  There were two 
server problems in November that disrupted email service and they were 
corrected.  In addition, the national email server went off line for a while on 20 
November.  The Members Area link on the website is where one would go to 
locate any of the district documents.  The website evaluations have been 
completed and recognition was given to Phoenix, San Diego, San Luis Rey 
and District 28.  There is a new version of DB2000 that was released on 5 
November (Version 7.2) and it Windows Vista compatible.   

 
Executive Officer:   D/Lt/C Katie Law (absent) D/Lt/C Van Diehl gave her report. 
 

Cooperative Charting – D/Lt Rose Werner (absent).  The geodetic mark 
program has been cancelled. 
 
Balboa Squadron was the only squadron to submit nautical reports.  As of 31 
October had 182 points and was on the National Honor Roll.  Balboa was the 
only squadron to represent the district in nautical reporting.  Special thanks to 
Wolfgang Cutter who has 104 points and to Wes Hueser who has 30 points.  
Five other members from Balboa submitted reports. 
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Public Relations – D/Lt Bob Gibbs – Remind the squadrons that any 
expenses incurred in advertising boating courses can now be submitted to 
Lee Whitehead by 31 December.  There are Star Points associated with this 
activity. 
 
Radio/Technical – R/C Bob Schloeman – No report 
 
Safety – D/Lt John Lusson (absent) – D/Lt/C Van Diehl gave his report. 
All of the boating safety reports have been submitted to the National Safe 
Boating Council.  The report was not submitted in a timely manner and 
actions are being taken to correct the timing of the submissions from the 
squadrons. 
  
Vessel Safety Checks – D/Lt Ron Werner (absent) – Report was given by 
D/Lt/C Van Diehl.  As of 28 November, the district VSCs stands at 470 
inspections completed and 360 inspections passed. 276 of the total have 
been completed by Wes Heusser from the Balboa Squadron.   Phoenix has 
completed 70 VSCs and San Diego has completed 134.  The other 
squadrons have not participated this year.  The United States Coast Guard is 
offering a lottery for a weeks sail on the “Eagle”.  Every examiner will receive 
one entry for each 25 VSCs completed. 
 
Legislative - R/C Bob Schloeman – The Arizona legislature is not in session. 
 
D/Lt/C Law concludes her report with the comment that the Commander’s Kit 
will be sent out on CD this year. 
 

 
Administrative Officer:  D/Lt/C Van Diehl called upon his staff for their reports: 
 

Membership/Member Involvement – D/Lt Cida Diehl (absent) – Report given 
by D/Lt/C Van Diehl – The full report is in the mailbox.  District membership 
stands around 600 members.  From 1 January to 31 October, there were 103 
new members.  The Distinguished Civil Service Award went to Balboa – only 
squadron to submit an entry. 
 
D/Lt/C Van Diehl then announced the Power of One Pins recipients.  Pins 
were awarded to Ted Bowler for one and Paulina Rusk for five.   
 
Boating Activities – D/Lt Marie Baer (absent) – No report 
 
Leadership Development – D/Lt Elaine Keller (absent) – No report  
 
 
 
 
D/C Peterson discussed the status of the future council meeting locations.   
The Southwestern Yacht Club is scheduled for major renovations starting next 
year (2008) and therefore will not be available for District meetings.  D/Lt/C 
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Law has reported through D/Lt. Diehl that there is a restaurant at South Bay 
that may be able to provide meeting space for the Summer Council meeting.  
Cdr. Ramirez-Williams spoke about using the meeting space at the restaurant 
Mangia on 3rd in Chula Vista.  Dialog continues for location for the meeting. 
D/C Peterson also commented that the Chula Vista Yacht Club (CVYC) may 
be available at no cost.  However, CVYC will not accept reservations that far 
in advance.  D/Lt Fitzgerald added more information that with the newly added 
budget amount for meeting space, may also aid in the selection of a site 
which could also include Coronado Keys Yacht Club.  All options will be 
considered.  The location will need to be approved at the 2008 Spring 
Conference. 
 
 

1407 Squadron Commander Reports  – All reports had been submitted in writing and      
placed into the mailbox for distribution.  Abbreviated reports were given by the squadron  
commanders. 

 
Cdr. James Chavez (absent) – Balboa (report given by P/C Wes Heusser) –  
Heusser introduced P/D/C Lou Loth to speak about an article with 
photographs that was sent from USPS National Marketing and PR Committee 
to over 120 nautical publication across the country.  The article was titled 
“United States Power Squadrons and the Boy Scouts of America join forces to 
educate the public.”   The article also is about the Sea Scouts and the vessel 
“Del Mar” which is sponsored by the Balboa Power Squadron. 
 
Lt/C Dick Tripp – Lake Mohave – Pat Bramble is the new Squadron 
Commander with Dick Tripp as Executive Officer.  The newsletter has been 
resurrected and will be published on the squadron website. 
 
Cdr. Bill Johnson – Phoenix – Cdr. Johnson recognized SEO Tim Harrington 
for a great educational year.  The Spring Conference will be held in Phoenix 
(Glendale).  Ed Mraz has volunteered to come to Phoenix and put on the 
Leadership Development Workshop on January 26th and 27th. 
 
Cdr. Ted Bowler (absent) – San Diego – (report given by Ed Mraz) – P/R/C 
Mraz introduced Sean McArdle to speak about the upcoming San Diego Boat 
Show.  All classes were offered this year.  The by Laws have been updated.  
The squadron has 48 new members this year. 
 
Cdr. Adriaan Veldhuisen – San Luis Rey – The squadron has a new 
relationship with West Marine in Oceanside to teach seminars at their 
location.  SEO Cida Diehl was recognized for her contribution to the squadron 
and had an Instructor Appreciation night.   
 
Cdr. Miguel Ramirez-Williams – South Bay (provisional) – The squadron was 
started in April of 2007.  There are currently 8 members and a bridge.  West 
Marine at South Bay has offered space for presenting seminars.  A burgee 
has been designed and ready to be presented for review.  The newsletter is 
called “The South Bay Neptune” to be published in January. 
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1433 Education Officer:   D/Lt/C Bill Bridge - The full report is in the mailbox.   

D/Lt/C Bridge thanked SEO Tim Harrington for the morning presentation.  The 
morning breakout sessions explored ways to incorporate the PRO and others 
into the educational process for the seminars.  The ED80 and ED1 reports 
must be approved by the DEO prior to national submission.  All squadrons are 
current on instructor certification and recertification.  Instructors must be 
recertified every four years.  There have been three nominations for 
“Advanced Certifier” and two nominations for “Certifier” which have been 
passed on the Regional Certifier, Darrell Sausser of D/13.  The HQ 800 report 
needs to be filled out with the classes and submitted to national for 
publication. 

 
1438 Commander’s Report:   D/C Peterson read passages of a letter from the Chief’s 
Representative, Creighton Maynard, about his and Glenda’s experience with the District at 
the Fall Conference. 

 
1440 - D/C Peterson then called for the General Committee Reports to be given. 
 

Nominating Committee- P/C Ron Weiner – the slate of officers is almost 
complete.  We are still looking for two more slots to fill: Assistant Secretary 
and Assistant Treasurer.  The nominees for the 2008-2009 District Bridge are: 
Commander – Katie Law from San Diego 
Executive Officer – Van Diehl from San Luis Rey 
Administrative Officer – Connie Johnson from Phoenix 
Secretary – Doug Frazier from Phoenix 
Assistant Secretary – OPEN 
Treasurer – Dick Tripp from Lake Mohave 
Assistant Treasurer – OPEN 
DEO – Bill Bridge from San Diego 
Assistant DEO – Cida Diehl from San Luis Rey 
 
The Nominating Committee for next year will consist of: 
Adriaan Veldhuisen from San Luis Rey 
Wes Heusser from Balboa 
Dick Tripp from Lake Mohave 
Bill Johnson from Phoenix 
There is an opening for a member from San Diego squadron. 
 
The Rules Committee  for next year will consist of: 
1 Year Position - Jane Peterson has asked to be removed from the 
committee. The 1 year position is OPEN 
2 Year Position – Bob Schloeman from Phoenix 
3 Year Position – Tom Swift from San Diego 
 
The Audit Committee  for next year will consist of: 
1 Year Position – Dan Rancourt from San Luis Rey  
2 Year Position - OPEN 
3 Year Position - Shaun McArdle from San Diego 
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Motion: Ron Weiner, Chairman of the Nominating Committee, made a motion: 
I move on behalf of the Nominating Committee, I nominate Shaun McArdle to 
fill the existing vacancy on the Audit Committee for the balance of this year. 
A second was not necessary. 
Discussion 
Motion carried 
 
Rules Committee –  D/Lt Bob Schloeman – No report 

 
1450 Standing Committees’ Reports -  
 

Planning Committee –  P/D/C Bill Johnson – provided a brief overview of the 
makeup of the committee and the responsibility of the committee to provide to 
the district. 

 
Motion:  P/D/C Bill Johnson moved, as chairman of the Planning Committee:  

I move that the motion to rejoin the 1-800 Sea Skill number program be 
amended to read: 
“On behalf of the Planning Committee, I move that District 28 rejoin the 1-800 
Sea Skills number program with the obligation not to exceed $480 annually” 
Discussion 
The amended language for the motion passed 
 

Motion:  The amended motion presented by P/D/C Bill Johnson, as chairman of the 
Planning Committee, from the Fall Conference on the floor is: 
I move that District 28 rejoin the 1-800 Sea Skill number program with the 
obligation not to exceed $480 annually. 
Discussion 
Motion lost 
 
There was a request from the floor to have the Planning Committee try and 
obtain the exact formula on how the cost for the 1-800 Sea Skill is calculated 
and present the formula at a future meeting. 
 

Motion:  P/D/C Bill Johnson moved, as chairman of the Planning Committee:  
I move to add to the District 28 Policy and Procedures Manual, Section 2, a 
new paragraph with the following: 
13. The District Commander (D/C) and the District Educational Officer (DEO) 
shall be reimbursed for housing charges in excess of those reimbursed by 
National for attending the Annual Meeting and the Governing Board upon 
presentation of acceptable receipts.  The daily cost of housing shall be the 
stated group room rate at the host hotel plus all applicable taxes.  The 
reimbursement will be limited to the daily housing cost less the reimbursement 
provided by National for the stated number of days of the meeting.  In the 
event that the D/C or DEO stays at a different hotel, the basis for determining 
the reimbursement is the rate charged plus applicable taxes at that hotel, not 
to exceed the corresponding amount at the host hotel. 
Discussion 
Motion carried 
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Motion:  P/D/C Bill Johnson moved, as chairman of the Special Conference/Council 
Planning Committee:  

 I move due to the extenuating circumstances and the short time between Fall 
and Winter meetings, I move that the Special Committee report be moved to 
the Spring 2008 Conference in Phoenix. 

 Discussion 
 Motion carried  

 
1530 Unfinished Business  – Lou Loth (chairman) has resigned from the committee to 

explore the possibility of an educational cruise with Coast Guard.  Volunteers 
to fill the vacancy were requested by D/C Peterson.  An alternative suggestion 
to contact the Maritime Museum to inquire about the educational sail vessel 
“The Californian” was offered from the floor.  Duane Leathers and Shaun 
McArdle will follow up on the availability and costs for a similar educational 
cruise.  Bob Schloeman offered information in regards to already established 
criteria for Educational cruises that is available to review the requirements and 
risk management of such a cruise.   

 
1535 New Business  – P/R/C Ed Mraz discussed the survey that was sent out via email.  

The response from the district was about 6%.  The survey will be resent and 
input from the membership is very much requested. 

 
 SEO Tim Harrington (Phoenix) is requesting that the Bridge and the hosts for 

the Spring Conference consider creating some time during the Spring 
Conference for a “Train the Certifiers” class for the Boat Operators 
Certification program.  The people that want to become Certifiers must be 
approved by the Regional Certifier.  Forms can be obtained from your SEO’s 
and submit them. 

 
 The proposed calendar for next year was presented by D/C Peterson 
 
1548 Good of the Order  -   
   
  Lou Loth has a friend wanting to sell a new inflatable and motor 

The Spring Conference is March 7th & 8th  
 

 
1550 - D/C Peterson, without objection, adjourned the 2007 Winter Council 
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2007 District 28 W Council Attendees  
 

 
Name     Rank or Grade    Squadron  
 
Edwin Mraz    P/R/C     San Diego 
Mike Fontaine   Lt/C     San Diego  
Ron Weiner    P/C     San Diego 
Adriaan Veldhuisen   P/D/C     San Luis Rey 
Tom Swift    AP     San Diego 
Lou Loth    P/D/C     Balboa 
Mark Keltner    P/C     Balboa 
Duane Leathers   P/D/C     San Diego 
Shaun McArdle   P/C     San Diego 
Bob Schloeman   R/C     Phoenix 
Bill Johnson    Cdr     Phoenix 
Connie Johnson   D/Lt/C     Phoenix 
Richard Tripp    Lt/C     Lake Mohave 
Wes Heusser    P/C     Balboa 
Miguel Ramirez-Williams  Cdr     South Bay 
Bill Bridge    D/Lt/C     San Diego 
J. Brockway Clark   P/C     San Diego 
Van Diehl    D/Lt/C     San Luis Rey 
Gus Giobbi         GUEST 
Frank Fitzgerald   P/D/C     Phoenix 
Tim Harrington   P/C     Phoenix 
Doug Frazier    D/Lt/C     Phoenix 
Chuck Peterson   D/C     Phoenix 
Marie Baer    P/C     San Diego 
Dave Baer    P/C     San Diego 
 
 
25 Total attendees 
24 members and 1 guest  


