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(EDITOR’S COMMENT)  As a 
Past District Commander I am 
honored by getting copies of 
Sqaudrons publications as they 
are published. The most recent 
copy of Relative Bearings from 
the Raritan Bay S& P Squadron 
was outstanding and should be 
red by all members. The following 
articles are reproduced with my 
thanks. 
 
Why Do We Go Boating?   
 
The other morning, while crossing the 
Verrazano Bridge, I wondered  
what draws so many people to go 
boating. I was stuck in dead stop 
traffic, barely crawling. Your mind 
tends to wander in many directions in 
these situations, simply to make the 
time pass by. Often times, you try to 
think of solutions to solve the world's 
problems, only to have your solutions 
dissolve as the person behind you 
beeps his horn.  
 
 Well on this particular day, I thought 
about boating, and why I am drawn  
to it. Perhaps it was looking over the 
side of the bridge, watching a sailboat  

all alone in the morning mist, 
approaching the bridge, on his way to 
points unknown.  
 
 I felt a sense of jealousy, comparing 
his situation to mine. He was relax-ing 
on the helm, with a gentle breeze 
pushing him, perhaps with a cup of 
coffee in his hand, and not a worry in 
the world. And then there I was, 
making my daily  
grind to work, stressing out about the 
day that lay ahead. Talk about polar 
opposites!  
 
 As my mind drifted, I thought about 
that salty smell of the water, the gentle 
rocking of a boat at anchor, or even 
better, when I anchor out at night, or 
simply in my slip, the noise of the 
water gently slapping on the hull that 
lulls you to sleep.  
 Each boater takes something very 
special away from his or her 
experience on the water. Perhaps it is 
enjoying working on the boat in the 
spring, getting it ready to splash, and 
taking pride in all your hard work. 
Perhaps it is landing that perfect fish 
that you have dreamed of catching 
your whole life, your arms sore at the 
end of the fight. Maybe it is the silence 
of being on a sailboat, tacking through 
the waves. It could be a new 
destination on a family trip, the cast 
off, the arrival, and anticipating new 
(continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1) 
adventures.  In whatever flavor you 
enjoy, boating is one of life's great 
stress relievers. So get out there and 
enjoy your day or evening on the 
water.  
Darn, there goes another horn, back 
to reality!  
 
LtC Gerald Borna, JN  
Executive Officer, Raritan Bay Sail & 
Power Squaadron 
 

 

               
 

 

 

IS IT OUR  AGE OR THE 
ECONOMY? 

In the last 30 days my wife and I 
attended two separate functions 
run by District 4 and by the Staten 
Island Power Squadron. The first 
was a cruise to Haverstraw Marina 
on the Hudson River organized by 
Staten Island and promoted 
district wide and the other was a 
visit to Monmouth Race Track on 
August 17th run by the district.  

On July 25 we arrived at 
Haverstraw looking forward to the 

usual camaraderie at functions 
run by Staten Island Power 
Squadron. I was given the first 
slip on Silver dock and was 
advised that other Power 
Squadron members were on the 
same dock. With my USPS Ensign 
displayed at my stern which was 
backed up to the dock, I expected 
to be visited by my fellow 
members during our stay to July 
27th. Not hearing from anyone, I 
walked the length of Silver Dock 
hoping to see fellow members. I 
saw no one nor did I see any 
USPS Ensigns displayed. On Blue 
Dock there was a boat with the 
ensign, it was D/L Bob Phillip’s 
which is normally berthed at the 
marina. Not seeing anyone else, 
we got together with Bob and 
Ronnie Phillips as well as Pete 
and Liz Scudder (who also have 
their boat there) and had our own 
Northern New Jersey rendezvous. 
Ironically. I have since been 
advised that there were 5 USPS 
boats at the rendezvous, all on 
Silver Dock, but none displaying 
their Ensign.  

The racetrack is another sorry. 
This land event was attended by 
37 members from various 
squadron, proudly displaying their 
name tags (and having a great 
time mostly losing their money). 

Due to our age, Gail and I recently 
switched from a sail boat to a 

(continued on page 3) 
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 power boat. The cost of fuel, and 
thus the expense of cruising, hit 
home. In July we sailed the boat 
to the Cape  Cod area and used 
some 560 gallons in 10 days. We 
have taken the same trip for the 
last 10 or more years and have 
seen a decline in boats on the 
water and an even greater decline 
in boats flying the USPS  Ensign. 
Is it our age or the economy that 
is the culprit? Is it a lack of pride 
in the organization?. There is a 
line in the Boadway Show, The 
King and I, that is perfect here 
“IT’S A PUZZLEMENT”.. 

Time to do something before its 
too late. Protect your investment 
in USPS by supporting your 
squadron and showing your pride 
in the organization by displaying 
the ensign and seeking new 
members. 

P/D/C David Meshulam, AP 

CHILDREN’S POSTER CONTEST 
 
D/Lt Elaine Pfapf advises that as 
of the middle of August 4 
squadrons have plans to submit 
entries in the poster contest at the 
forthcoming winter conference. 
Winners will go on to the national 
USPS contest. The following is the 
announcement by Barnegat Bay, 
the latest to join the contest.  
This year Barnegat Bay will give a 
prize to all children who 
participate in the Annual national 

Poster contest. In addition the  
winning poster will receive a 
$25.00 prize and be entered into 
the District 4 contest and the 
winner of that will be sent to 
national to compete for the 
&125.00 prize. All entries must be 
sent to Joyce  Barkalow (732 255 
4791) by Sept., 30 2014.  attached 
please find entry form and contest 
rules. please sent to all members. 
 
P/D Richard D Zucchi 
____________________________ 
 

                                _______________________  
Talk about this great mate taking 
care of business. Would you believe 
she is 80 years old and the 
grandmother of 12 and great 
grandmother of 2?. Now here is a 
dedicated boater. Yes, it’s Gail 
Merson Meshulam and its her last 
climb. 
___________________________ 
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 THE BACK HOLE NINE 
    THE BACK NINE HOLES THE BACK HOLE NIN 

You know ... time has a way of moving 
quickly and catching you unaware of 
the passing years. It seems just 
yesterday that I was  
young, just having kids, and embarking 
on my new life with my mate. Yet in a 
way, it seems like eons ago, and I 
wonder where all the years went. I 
know that I lived them all. I have 
glimpses of how it was back then and 
of all my hopes and dreams. 
But, here it is... the back nine of my life 
and it catches me by surprise .... How 
did I get here so fast? Where did the 
years go and where did my youth go? 
I remember well seeing older people 
through the years and thinking that 
those older people were years away 
from me and that I was only on the first 
hole and the back nine was so far off 
that I could not fathom it or imagine 
fully what it would be like.But, here it 
is ... my friends are retired and getting 
gray ... they move slower and I see an 
older person now. Some are in better 
and some worse shape than me ... but, 
I see the great change ... Not like the 
ones that I remember who were young 
and vibrant .... but, like me, their age is 
beginning to show and we are now 
those older folks that we used to see 
and never thought we'd become. 
Each day now, I find that just taking a 
shower is a real target for the day! And 
taking a nap is not a treat anymore ... 
it's mandatory!Because if I don't on my 
own free will ... I may just fall Asleep 
where I sit!And so .... now I enter into 
this new season of my life unprepared 
for all the aches and pains and the loss 
of strength and ability to go and do 
things that I wish I had done ... and 

never did !!! But, at least I know, that 
though I'm on the back nine, and I'm 
not sure how long it will last .... 2 or 3, 
or 15 or 20 years ? ... this I do know, 
that when it's over on this earth...it's 
over. Does a new adventure begin?  
Only our faith in God will tell. Yes, I 
have regrets. There are things I wish I 
hadn't done ...... things I should have 
done ... but there are many things I'm 
happy to have done. It's all in a 
lifetime. 
If you're not on the back nine yet .... let 
me remind you, that it will be here 
faster than you think. So, whatever you 
would like to accomplish in your life, 
please do it quickly! Don't put things 
off too long!! Life goes by quickly. Do 
what you can today, as you can never 
be sure whether you're on the back 
nine or not! You have no promise that 
you will see all the seasons of your life 
... so, live for today and say all the 
things that you want your loved ones 
to remember ... and hope that they 
appreciate and love you for all the 
things that you have done for them in 
all the years past !!! 
Life" is a gift. The way you live your life 
is your gift to those who come after. 
Make it a fantastic one. LIVE IT WELL! 
ENJOY TODAY! DO SOMETHING FUN! 
BE HAPPY! HAVE A GREAT DAY 
Remember: It is health that is real 
wealth and not those pieces of gold 
and silver. LIVE HAPPY IN 2014! 
FINALLY, CONSIDER THIS: 
~Your kids are becoming you ... but 
your grandchildren are perfect ... so 
far!~Going out is good ... coming home 
is better!~You forget names ... but it's 
OK because some people forgot they  
 
(continued on page 5} 
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(continued from page 4) 
 
even knew you !!!~You realize you're 
never going to be really good at 
anything like golf.~The things you used 
to care to do, you are not as interested 
anymore, but you really do care that 
you aren't as interested. 
~You sleep better on a lounge chair 
with the TV 'ON' than in bed. It's called 
"pre-sleep."~You miss the days when 
everything worked with just an "ON" 
and "OFF" switch.~You tend to use 
more 4 lettewords"what?"..."when?"... 
???~You notice everything they sell in 
stores is "sleeveless"!!! 
~What used to be freckles are now liver 
spots. 
~Everybody whispers !!! ... you have 
come to expect that people will repeat 
what they just said to you. 
~You have 3 sizes of clothes in your 
closet ... 2 of which you will never wear 
again. 
.............. But Old is good in some 
things: Old Songs, Old movies, and best 
of all, OLD FRIENDS!! 
Stay well, "OLD FRIEND!" Send this on 
to other "Old Friends!" and let them 
laugh in AGREEMENT!!!  
It's Not What You Gather, But What 
You Scatter That Tells What Kind Of 
Life You Have Lived. 
TODAY IS THE OLDEST YOU'VE EVER 
BEEN, YET THE YOUNGEST YOU'LL EVER 
BE, SO ENJOY THIS DAY WHILE IT 
LASTS. 
_______________________________ 
 

 

 
Staten Island Power Squadron members 

at Haverstraw Marina Rendezvous 

   

 
 
 HURRICANE SEASON 
 
Its here again starting June 1 to 
November 30. 
 
NOAA is predicting a near-normal to 
below-normal Atlantic hurricane 
season. That is 8 to 13 tropical storms 
and 3 to 6 hurricanes. There is no way 
to tell if any of these storms will hit 
the US coast line. There is also a 70% 
chance of El Nino forming this 
summer and 80% chance this fall and 
winter, according to the Climate 
Prediction Center. 
     Watch for signs of approaching 
storms: dark, threatening clouds 
which may foretell a squall or 
thunderstorm. A steady increase in 
wind or sea and lightening flashes. 
Heavy static on your AM radio may 
be an indication of nearby 
thunderstorm activity.  If a thunder-
storm is approaching, head for shore 
if possible. Get out of your boat and 
away from the water. Find shelter 
immediately, if a thunderstorm 
catches you while you are out on the 
water put on your life jackets and 
 
(continued on page 6) 
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(continued from page 5) 
 prepare for rough seas, stay below 
deck if possible, keep away from metal 
objects that are not grounded to the 
boat’s protection system. 
 
Please boat safely and Wear your life 
jackets. 
 
D-4 Safe Boating Officer 
Bernice Fiorentini 
 

A DAY AT THE RACES 
 

      

D/C Bob Barkalow and Joyce 
Barkalow were winners for hosting 
this event but were they winners?. 
Smile on his face may be a clue 
depending on whether picture was 
taken before of after the races. 
 

 
 

Now here are some winners? D/Lt 
Elaine Pfaft and P\D\C Richard 

Zucchi and Janice Zucchi  who 
organized the event and personally got 
betting tips from the horses directly. 
 

 

 
 

“It is definitly BEETLEBAUM in the 
3rd. Got it directly from the jockey” 
  

 
 

Janice Zucchi calling the track 
complaining that BEETLEBAUM 
lost. 
 

 
Bruce on his way to help pick winners 
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AROUND THE SQUADRONS 
 
. Lackawanna S&PS Sail Power, held 
a raft up at Liberty Landing, Jersey 
City on 19 July, 2014, behind the 
Statue of Liberty followed by a great 
picnic on the Lightship. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
At last a boating picture. Thanks 
 

Shrewsbury Power Squadron 
is celebrating its 75th 
Anniversary on Sunday, 21 
September, 2014, at 3PM. All 
are invited. The dinner is at 
Branches Catering in West 
Long Branch, NJ. Cost is $65 a 
person. All are invited and 
welcome. For futher details or 
for reservations, contact 
Walter Graczyk  at 732-741-
9169. 
 
All are invited by Lackawanna 
S & P Squadron to attend a 
Fire Extinquisher Training 
session to take place on 
September 17 at 6PM sharp at 
the Morris County Fire and 
Police Academy, 500 West 
Hanover Avenue, Parsippany, 
NJ. 
 
Lackawanna also is planning a 
clambake, its an annual affair, 
on Saturday, 20 September, in 
Toms River, NJ. Cost is $30 
(with lobster), $15 without. 
Space is limited for this great 
event that can be reached by 
car or boat. Contact Frank 
Gingerelli at 
adminofficer@lackawanna.org 
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Fraternity is Part of USPS 
 
Liz and I arrived at our slip at 
Haverstraw early Monday 
afternoon, with plans for a sail, 
lunch afloat and staying onboard 
overnight.As is my custom, one of 
the first things I did was to fly the 
USPS Ensign to indicate we were 
on board. 
  
Shortly thereafter we heard a 
strong booming voice with words 
to the effect "Ah, the Power 
Squadron flag, I've found a new 
friend!" Turns out he was correct. 
Upon learning we were from NNJ 
he observed that he had lectured 
"there"on "Navigating the 
Hudson" a few years ago. 
  
This prompted Liz to recall that he 
had had a pretty unique 
powerboat. She was right and he 
indicated the boat "over there" a 
few slips away. He had arrived 
that morning from Kingston 
aboard "Melodic" a 1936 ELCO 32 
foot motor yacht. He was flattered 
and pleased at Liz' recall, and 
invited us over for a tour.  
  
Our new friend is Dan Fannon, 
member of Bayside Power 
Squadron and a Hudson River 
expert. His boat is a living 
museum, authentic in almost 
every detail (major, sensible 
exception-a Yanmar diesel), 
including the mechanical steering 
and a vintage Perko alcohol stove. 
Onboard plumbing is all manual. 
  
Dan is staying at Haverstraw for 
the rest of the season. His trip 

from Kingston ended an antique 
boatshow at which he won a first 
prize in the recreational category. 
  
I just wanted to share with you our 
serendipitous meeting. PDC Dave 
Meshulam is certainly correct 
about the value of flying the USPS 
Ensign while aboard! 
  
Regards, 
  
Pete Scudder 
Northern NJ Sail  & Power 
Squadron 
 
 
 
 
Mark 4 is the official  
publication of District 4,  
USPS. Published 4 times a  
Mark 4 is the official  
Mark 4 is the official 
publication of District 4,  
USPS. Published 4 times a  
year. P/D/C David J. 
Meshulam, AP, Editor, Gail 
Merson, Assistant Editor, 
with the help of many loyal 
members. Articles and 
announcements from 
squadron officers and 
members are welcome by 
email at DJMGEM@AOL.COM 
 
 
 
 
 


