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Commander’s Message 

 Thank you very much for 
electing me to be District 
Commander for the coming 
year. It is with much pride that I 
assume this office. We have 
formed many friendships  over 
the 36 years I have been a 
squadron member. There is not 
a better group of people 
anywhere.  
     The theme I have picked is “ 
Don’t monkey with safety, Take 
a boating course.” Some of you 
have met Bruce, our 4 foot 
gorilla. He is based on a real 
gorilla named Koko, who 
learned sign language. She has a 
vocabulary of about five 
hundred words, and uses over 
100 different ones daily. Three 
children’s books have been 
written about her life, 
adventures, and schooling.  

Joyce and I first met “Koko” in 
a gift shop on vacation. We 
thought it would be fun to get 
him and take him to squadron 
parties, school, work, on the 
boat, etc. I named him Bruce, 
after my boss, Bruce, at that 
time, as they had the same 
shape, and both wore size 4 X 
shirts!  

     We are all familiar with the 
USPS Triangle  -  self education, 
civic service and fraternal 
boating club.  Our squadrons  
continue to educate their  
members and the public .  Many 
squadrons and individual  
members  donate gifts and 
money  to various charities,  
perform acts such as beach 
cleanup and vessel safety checks,  
participate in Safe Boating 
Week, coop charting,  and  work 
at boat shows. USPS members 
have joined liaisons with the  
Coast Guard Auxiliary and Boy 
(continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1) 

Scouts. Anyone with money can 
buy a boat.  But to maintain it 
and operate it legally and safely 
involves time and effort.  USPS 
offers many varied courses to 
reach this goal.  One  can begin 

with the basic Boating Course 
and continue through to celestial 
navigation with many courses in 
between.  

     The third side of the triangle 
is labeled Fraternal Boating 
Club.  This is the glue that binds 
us together.  District 4 and 
individual  squadrons offer 
numerous opportunities to meet 
and greet, socialize,  mix and 
mingle and of course eat.  
Members are not limited to their 
own squadron’s activities.  Other 
squadrons are usually open to 
visitors and guests. This is a 
wonderful way to make new 
friends, see how others work, 
and enjoy some delicious food, 
drinks, and desserts!           

     In addition to all the above 
mentioned benefits of USPS 
membership, there is a program 
open only to USPS members.  It 
is wisely called, “Member 
Benefits.”  Some of these 

include:  travel benefits, goods 
and services, insurance, health, 
and marine discounts. Most offer 
a percentage off their product or 
service. More discounts are 
added often. Click on 
www.usps.org for the details on 
these benefits. 

     Joyce and I will try to attend 
as many functions as we can this 
year and beyond. Bruce will 
come with us, if he has no other 
plans. 

 D/C Bob Barkalow, AP 

_________________________________ 

 Safe Boating Week Is 
May 17 – 23  
                               

Wear your life jacket.  New 
Jersey and federal maritime law 
requires children under the age 
of 13 to wear a life jacket while 
on board boats. 
Follow all marine laws when on 
the water.  If you are operating a 
personal watercraft or a power 
vessel on the waters of the Jersey 
Shore you are required to 
possess a New Jersey Boat safety 
certificate.. 
       When in a Kayak, always 
wear a life vest and a wet suit.  
Stay away from high traffic 
areas that create excessive wakes 
(continued on page 3) 

http://www.usps.org/


3 

 

(continued from page 2) 
to avoid capsizing. If possible, 
always kayak with a friend and 
carry a cell phone in a 
waterproof case in the advent of 
an emergency. 
 
 Please remember Onboard 
Safety Requirements. 
Minimum onboard equipment 
required by the Coast Guard for 
boats 16 feet or longer. 
One personal flotation device in 
good condition for each person 
plus a throw-able cushion or 
ring. 
Three up-to-date, hand-held 
approved flares for day and 
night distress signals. 
Approved, readily accessible fire 
extinguishers. 
A sound making device (bell, 
Horn) 
Working running light. 
 
More safety advice to come. 
 
Enjoy the Summer. 
Bernice Fiorentini 
Safety Officer 
____________________________ 
  

         AN OPEN INVITATION 

  

  Who out there is up to an old 
fashion fun boat ride???     I'm 
talking about one with no 
electronic gizmos to guide you.     
The one with only a chart, a 
tachometer, a compass and that 

old formula 60D=ST that we 
were taught in the piloting 
class.     Well that's basically 
what a Predicted Log Contest is 
all about. 
  
     All these electronic toys we 
have at out disposal these days 
are fine until the satellites that 
relay the information to them 
quit, and they do from time to 
time.     Then what do you do?     
It's fine to have learned all this 
book knowledge when we took 
Piloting and Advanced Piloting; 
but if you don't practice using it 
occasionally we get hazy and 
lazy and could be up a creek 
with out a paddle to get home. 
  
     Like many squadrons, our 
members don't all do their 
boating in the same waters.     
Most members of our squadron 
boat in either Raritan Bay or 
Barnegat Bay; therefore we at 
Raritan Bay Power Squadron 
offer 2 Predicted Log Contests to 
our members each year.     This 
year we are opening our contests 
to members of any squadron in 
District 4 who boats in Raritan 
or Barnegat Bay. 
  
     If your boat is 16 ft. or larger, 
power or sail (under power 
only), can do 5 knots or better 
and the captain can figure 
60D=ST, you can enter the 
(continued on page 4) 
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(continued from page3) 
contest.    We even have a free 2 
hour class to explain the rules 
and calculations.     This is NOT 
a contest of speed but rather one 
of accuracy and how well you 
know your boat. 
If you're afraid to enter because 
you don't know about this or you 
don't have a boat; we have 2 
positions you can do to see what 
it's all about. 
  
     Both contests are about 12 
miles long and like I said above 
are basically an old fashion boat 
ride that anyone can participate 
in and have fun.    If you are or 
might be interested, please 
contact me and I'll explain in 
more detail.     The contest in 
Raritan Bay is Saturday 
September 20th and in Barnegat 
Bay is Saturday September 27th. 
  

 BOATING IS FUN     WE'LL 
SHOW YOU HOW! 

  

P/C Alan R. Brown, AP 
Predicted Log Co-Chairman 
609-242-7067 
Bgrandmaval@aol.com  
 

 

Free NOAA Charts 
 

GPS’s are Gosh Don Pleasingly 

Stupendous, i.e. when they are 

working. I’ve encountered 2 

instances when the onboard GPS 

was not functioning due to 

signal. Once off the rock reef at 

the North end of Block Island, 

RI. 

2 Garmins showed a buoy in 

front of us, yet it was 3/8 of a 

NM behind us. We were never 

sure if the buoy had been moved, 

the signal had been deteriorated 

or there was interference from 

the adjacent fog bank. Whenever 

you in a tight spot, be sure to 

check the screen in the GPS that 

shows the EPE, Estimated 

Position Error. This will show 

the position error at that time. 

The second time I experienced a 

GPS failure, I was in the ocean 

off the Eastern Shore of MD. 

The night dripping storm clouds 

were so low and moisture laden, 

the weak GPS signal did not 

penetrate these clouds. When I 

lost signal we were about 1 nm 

off shore headed SW, I tacked 

off shore to a SE course. The 

mailto:Bgrandmaval@aol.com
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GPS signal had not returned by 

the end of my watch an hour 

later. Having up to date charts 

aboard will assist you navigate in 

any situation. The NOAA web 

site will allow you to download 

pdf charts to your laptop, or 

print chart books. 

These charts are updated 

weekly, based on the Notice to 

Mariners. 

Main NOAA site - 
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.
gov/ 
Booklet Charts- 
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/s
taff/BookletChart.html 

Print the booklet charts. Put 
them into a clear plastic page 
protector in a loose leaf book. 
You can then write on the plastic 
page protector with a china 
marker or dry erase marker. 
This format is an easy way to 
mark you’re approximate hourly 
position and course lines in the 
cockpit. It’s a fun way to keep 
track of your progress and 
position, while training the crew. 
Maptech/Richardson sell clear 
plastic pouches for their large 
chart packs. These clear pouches 
can function the same, while 
keeping your charts dry and in 

the cockpit where you need 
them. 
Pdf Charts- 
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/p
dfcharts/  

Charts in a laptop are fine, 
except the laptop 
owner/Capt, is the only one 
who can locate and work 
them. 
 
Don’t Leave Home Without 
Them!! 
P/C Joel Rosenfeld, New York 
Power Squadr0n. 
 

 

 

On the Education Front 
 
The Squadrons in District 4 have 
an opportunity to participate in 
a couple on the water activities. 
Two Practical – On – The – 
Water training seminars are 
being planned to be held on June 
21-22, 2014 at Ocean Beach 
Marine Centers, 3245 Route 35 
South, Lavallette, NJ 08735. 
Additionally we will be at  
Minisceongo Yacht Club, 83 
Grassy Point Rd., Stony Point, 
NY 10980 on May 
24&26,2014.Many of you  
are holding ABC3 classes or 
have held some classes and this 
lends a perfect opportunity to 
attract these students in learning 
the correct way to operate their 
vessels. I encourage you to invite 

http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/BookletChart.html
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/BookletChart.html
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/pdfcharts/
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/pdfcharts/
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these people to participate in this 
(continued on page 6) 
(continued from page 5) 
activity, especially the newer 
boaters. Additionally, this lends 
itself to an opportunity  
to encourage these students to 
join your squadron since we are 
the premier teaching 
organization. Please do not 
overlook the members that have 
been in your squadron for some 
time and may still need some 
help with operating their boat. 
We are also hoping to hold a 
BOC (boat operatorcertification)  
session. The BOC programs will 
be scheduled based on your 
needs and your interest level and 
response. 
  
I am asking for you to solicit 
your members with the idea of 
participating in the event and 
advising me of the result. I need 
your input so that we can better 
serve your needs. Any questions 
or concern? I can be reached at 
rwoznicki@comcast.net or 732-
651-1616. Thank you for your 
help. 
 
D/Lt/C Richard Woznicki, SN  
 
(Editor’s Note 
Decreasing Squadron 
membership is a problem faced 
by all of our D-4 squadrons. 
Since the beginning of 2014 all 

squadrons have gone through 
their Change of Watch with 
some old faces being recycled 
and new faces coming forth. The 
following letter addressed to the 
members of Northern New 
Jersey Sail & Power Squadron 
by its newly sworn in 
Commander addresses the 
problems and hopefully comes 
up with new ideas to be 
considered.) 
 
 

To My Friends in Northern New 
Jersey, 
 
Following up on last month’s 
Change of Watch I thought I’d 
reach out to all of you and try to 
set the stage for this upcoming 
year.   
 
For those of you who were at the 
C.O.W., thank you for 
attending; it is always a pleasure 
to see you.  For those of you who 
couldn’t attend, you were 
missed, and you missed a very 
nice party.  It was a great way to 
roll into the Spring of 2014, such 
as it has been. 
 
To all of you, thank you for 
entrusting me with the 
leadership of the Squadron.   We 
are all aware that our 
membership has been declining.  
(continued on page 7) 
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(continued from page 6) 
We are aging, and our ranks 
aren’t being replenished with 
younger members.  We have not, 
as an organization, found a way 
to address a general decline in 
‘joining’ across the spectrum of 
our society and have not found a 
way to make membership in 
USPS attractive to prospective 
members.    
 
We provide a service that is 
needed, and SHOULD be in 
demand.  I emphasize SHOULD, 
because the reality is that 
demand is low.  There are places 
where, for a hefty fee, boaters 
can take courses in navigation, 
in mechanics, in electronics, etc. 
but there is NOWHERE where 
these skills are taught by one 
organization for a reasonable fee 
other than the United States 
Power Squadrons.  We should be 
seen as an integral and exciting 
part of the boating and marine 
community and the sad fact is 
that we’re not.   
 
We have a lot of work to do. 
 
I don’t believe we can do it 
simply by telling people what a 
great group of men and women 
we are.  I believe we can do it by 
marketing our product, by 
increasing demand for our 
courses, by filling the seats and 
creating excitement.  It means 

better coordination with other 
squadrons so we’re not 
cannibalizing each other, it 
means better coordination with 
District, and it means reaching 
out to groups of boaters outside 
USPS.    There are wonderful 
organizations around the New 
York Metro area passionately 
involved in the protection, 
preservation, and history of our 
waterways and shorefronts and 
we should be getting involved 
with them.   We can join their 
activities as a way of furthering 
our involvement in the marine 
community and they may well be 
a source of students and 
members for us.  We should be 
reaching out and involving 
young boaters and future 
boaters.  By engaging with the 
kids we engage with their 
parents and we gain access to a 
source of students and members.  
  
So looking ahead my vision for 
the year is to act, and I need the 
help of everyone.  The Bridge 
and Executive Committee will be 
discussing ways to move forward 
and will be crafting action 
plans.  The long-term goal is to 
ensure the survival of the USPS 
as an institution of value to the 
boating community of this state 
and region. 
I invite you to reach to me 
(continued on page 8) 
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(continued from page 7)   
personally or to any member of 
 the Bridge or E.C. with ideas, 
suggestions, or offers to help.   
invite you to attend our monthly 
meetings   to participate in the 
Squadron’s business and get 
together with friends.    
 
I look forward to seeing many of 
you in the coming months. 
Regards, 
 
Commander David Grill, AP 
Northern NJ S& P Squadron. 
 

 
 

D/C Robert Barkalow swearing 
in Lackawana Commander 
Brian Rogers, AP 
(a new face). 
 

 
 

And look at the happy face on 
the Lackawana Power Squadron 
Junior P/C  Elaine Pfaff, AP 
 
 

ACCESS TO D-4 DIRECTORY 
  

The D4 May 2014 
Electronic Directory is 
now available online on 
our web site members 
page or on the Sail 
AngleD4 Group File 
Cabinet.   To access the 
member's page on 
www.usps-d4.org you 
can use the password: 
D42014 and the Login: 
D4Member2014.   For 
your convenience I have 
attached a copy.  
Squadron's whose 
information is not up to 
date (especially those 
who have had a change 
of watch) should email 
me the latest information 
for the June issue.  If 
your personal 
information is missing or 
inaccurate please notify 
me.   Thank you.  
 
Jerome Tauber, Directory 
Chairperson 
 

http://www.usps-d4.org/
http://www.usps-d4.org/
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 Mark 4 is the official  
publication of District 4,  
USPS. Published 4 times a  
Mark 4 is the official  
Mark 4 is the official 
publication of District 4,  
USPS. Published 4 times a  
year. P/D/C David J. 
Meshulam, AP, Editor, Gail 
Merson, Assistant Editor, 
with the help of many loyal 
members. Articles and 
announcements from 
squadron officers and 
members are welcome by 
email at DJMGEM@AOL.COM 

 

 
 
D/C Commander Bob 
Barkalow, AP, being sworn 
in by USPS Commander 
Baldridge at the D4 
conference 
 
       D-4 2014 Cruise (SIPS 
 
Hear yea, hear  yea all boaters. 
  
We have booked the Haverstraw 

Cruise for July 25-26 & 27th. 
We would love to have all of D/4 
participate. 
Dinner will be at the Hudson 
Water Club on Saturday night 
the 26th right on the Hudson 
River inside the Marina. 
It will be a buffet dinner with 
roast beef and roast pork 
carving stations.We will have a 
pasta and fish dish 
including salads desert and 
coffee for $50.00 per person. 
That is a good price for a Zagat 
rated restaurant.People can 
come up by boat or car. I have 
booked the picnic area for a  
Barbecue on Friday night and 
Saturday afternoon for people 
who come up by boat or are 
booked in the area hotels. 
Please have anyone interested 
contact me at 917/968-7794. 
I will bring a flyer to the June 
Council Meeting. 
  
P/C Joe David, Staten Island 
Power Squadron. 
   
          On the Light Side  
: 

            The 1st Affair  
 

A married man is having an affair  
With his secretary. 
One day they went to her place  
and made love all afternoon. 
Exhausted, they fell asleep and woke  

 



10 

 

 up at 8 PM. 
The man hurriedly dressed  
and told his lover to take his shoes  
outside and rub them in the grass and dirt. 
He put on his shoes and drove 
 home.'Where have you been?' his  
wife demanded. 
'I can't lie to you,' he replied, 
'I'm having an affair with my 
 secretary..  
We had sex all afternoon.' 
She looked down at his shoes and said: 
You lying bastard!  
You've been playing golf!' 
 

           The 2nd Affair 
A middle-aged couple had two 
 beautiful daughters but always 
 talked about having a son. 
They decided to try one last time  
or the son they always wanted. 
The wife got pregnant  
and delivered a healthy baby boy. 
The joyful father rushed to the nursery  
to see his new son. 
He was horrified at the ugliest child  
he had ever seen. 
He told his wife: 'There's no way I 
 can I be the father of this baby.  
Look at the two beautiful 
 daughters I fathered!  
Have you been fooling around 
 behind my back?' 
The wife smiled sweetly and replied:  
'No, not this time!' 

 

  

               The 3rd Affair 

 

A man walked into a cafe,  
Went to the bar and ordered a beer. 
'Certainly, Sir, that'll be one cent.' 
'One Cent?' the man exclaimed... 
He glanced at the menu and asked:  
'How much for a nice juicy steak  
and a bottle of wine?' 
'A nickel,' the barman replied. 
'A nickel?' exclaimed the man.  
'Where's the guy who owns this place?' 
The bartender replied:  
'Upstairs, with my wife.' 

The man asked: 'What's he doing upstairs  
with your wife?' 
The bartender replied:  
'The same thing I'm doing  
to his business down here.' 

 

 The 4th & Best Affair 
 

 Jake was dying. His wife sat at the bedside. 
He looked up and said weakly:  
'I have something I must confess.' 
'There's no need to, 'his wife replied. 
'No,' he insisted,  
'I want to die in peace. I slept with your sister, 
 your best friend, her best friend, and your 
 mother!' 
'I know,' she replied.  
'Now just rest and let the poison work.' 
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