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MESSAGE FROM THE DISTRICT 

COMMANDER 

 

 

          
 

As we start a New Year let me wish everyone in 
the district peace, prosperity and goodwill 
throughout the coming year. 
 
When looking back on 2012, we within the 
district can measure the year with memories of 
the sweet and the bitter.  Certainly we can 
reflect back on a rewarding boating season 
with family and friends, despite high fuel costs.  
Reflecting back we remember rendezvous, raft 
ups, cruises, fishing trips and other social 
events that brought shipmates together in 
laughter and conversation. 
 

Also, we must look at the challenges that the 
past year provided.  We have lost friends and 
shipmates and recognize that they have seen 
their last horizon.  Then we had to deal with 
Superstorm Sandy, which had a direct hit on 
our district.  
 
Our district witnessed a storm surge like we 
have never seen before.  We have read, seen 
pictures and film that affected other parts of 
our country, but this time it was our turn.  
Sandy set up as the perfect storm, everything 
was aligned. 
 
We continue to struggle with insurance 
companies, as they assess damage done to our 
homes, boats and other belongs.  Certainly 
these personal losses will affect our lives going 
forward.  Building codes will change, as well as 
boating channels and those that have lost their 
boats must make a decision to remain a boater 
or not.  This is not an easy decision, when 
reflecting back on the great memories boating 
has brought to us, family and friends. 
 
I know we all face a lot of challenges, but you 
always have a family at district.  Wishing 
everyone a successful recovery. 
 
Fraternally yours, 
 
Ray Nylander, JN 
District 4 Commander 
____________________________________ 
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HOW GOOD A MATE ARE YOU? 

Every Captain enjoys boating in the company 
of a good mate. In many cases that person is 
also his/her lifetime mate: who else would be a 
better companion for a day of fun than your 
spouse? Men being men, when they are the 
captain, they usually take over all of the duties 
as the spouse relaxes and enjoys the ride. 
Unfortunately, in many cases that leaves the 
spouse as a boating novice, even after hundreds 
of hours on the water. Where the captain is the 
female partner, similar result can occur.   

I often laugh when I remember a trip with 
another couple. As we approached the marina 
dock, I went to get a line and my buddy’s wife 
confidentially exclaimed “I’ve got it!” As we 
approached the dock, the dock master called 
out, “Throw me the line!” My friend’s 
confident spouse quickly threw the entire coil 
of line to the dock hand. Since it was not 
attached to any cleats, the hand stood there 
with a puzzled look on his face as we drifted 
away from the dock. 

While this is a simple little anecdote, there are 
many serious things that can happen on the 
water that require a spouse to better 
understand the duties of a Captain. We senior 
boaters face many daily hazards including heat 
stroke, CO Poisoning, hypothermia, traumatic 
injury, cardiac issues, and man overboard. All 
of these conditions leave the mate stranded 
alone and forced into becoming a life saver as 
well as the sole person in command of the 
vessel. 

 Recognizing that we men and some women do 
not do a good job of tutoring our mates in the 
finer points of boating, the United States Power 
Squadrons® include in their array of boating 
education offerings, a mate’s class named, 
“Partner in Command.” This class teaches 

participants how to handle emergencies and 
how to capably take over command of the boat 
in the event the Captain becomes incapacitated.  

The next “Partner in Command” class is a 
delightful opportunity to be with other mates. 
Most squadrons make it a social event with 
four hours of instruction elaborated by 
additional time for lunches and other activities. 
It is a valuable experience and enables the mate 
to better understand and respond when boating 
challenges arise. 

To learn more about competent boating, 
contact the experts of the United States Power 
Squadrons. Look for their local notices or go to 
the national website at www.USPS.org.  

As its members tell us: ““Boating is fun…We’ll 
show you how.” 
 

XXXXXX 

Lt. Bill Hempel 
Senior Feature Writer 
Marketing/Public relations Committee 
United States Power Squadrons® 
 
(Editor’s Note: District 4 is considering giving 
the seminar at 2 locations for the benefit of all 
squadron members and friends. Seminars will 
be presented if there is interest. If interested, 

contact P/D/C David Meshulam at 
djmgem@aol.com, for further details). 

 
 
CHECK OUT THE D-4 WEBSITE 
FOR THE DATE AND TIME OF 
THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 
LOTS OF THINGS GOING ON. 
HELP WELCOME OUR NEW 
BRIDGE, ATTEND THE 
COMMANDER’S COCKTAIL 
PARTY. ATTEND THE SEMINAR. 

http://www.usps.org/
mailto:djmgem@aol.com
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On the Light Side 
 

 
Oh Lord, have mercy on my soul. I went 
cruising in a power boat and liked it  
 
(Sailor’s Confession  from Relative Bearings, 
Raritan Bay Power Squadron) 
. 

 

 TRIBUTE TO P/C DONALD E. BAKER, JN 

                      

 

While most of our fellow squadron member’s 
activities center around our own squadron, a 
few, besides those who have taken an active 

part on District committees or posts, have done 
much to promote safe boating and USPS in 
general. Don Baker is one of them and certainly 
deserves recognition for his devoted services. 
Don passed away on December 9, 2012, after a 
long illness. I found out about his passing when 
I called his home. My call was precipitated by 
an inquiry I received from a prospective 
member for my yacht club. Our club requires 
all prospective members to provide proof of 
having their boat certification from the State of 
New Jersey. This prospect advised that he did 
not have the certificate but had taken a course 
given by Raritan Bay Power Squadron in 1992. 
Could he now get his certificate or was it too 
late? Don Baker was the “go to guy ” not only 
because he ran the basic courses for his 
squadron but more importantly since he was 
the District liaison with the State Police, a post 
he held with distinction since 2004. 

I was District Commander in 2004. A few years 
prior to that, the State of New Jersey had 
wisely decided to address the problem of 
accidents cause by operators of personal water 
crafts and did so by passing legislation 
requiring all PWC operators to take and pass a 
safe boating test. In 2004 the State went further 
and announced the intent to require all boaters 
in the state to take a course and get certified. 
Who was going to be authorized to give the 
course? Would the USPS public boating course 
qualify? How could we as an organization help 
and, more importantly, how could we survive 
as an organization if we were not authorized to 
give the sanctioned safe boating course? 

I, as district commander, called on Don Baker, 
for help. Don was personally involved in 
teaching the course for his squadron and  

(continued on page 4) 
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(continued from page 3) 

had good contacts in the legislature and with 
the press in New Jersey. He also had previous 
contacts with the New Jersey State Police. 
While Don met with the legislators who were 
drafting the new law, the USPS National 
Education Officer decided that since the public 
boating course was the issue, all contacts with 
state officials should be directed by USPS out of 
national headquarters in Raleigh, North 
Carolina. Our district disagreed. We felt we 
needed to handle this locally and we prevailed. 
Don was our man. Thanks to his efforts, USPS 
was recognized as the leader in the course 
taught and in teaching the course through our 
squadrons. The procedure was set up to qualify 
our instructors and for the processing of 
paperwork on graduating students. While I do 
not have actual figures as to how many boaters 
we helped certify district wide over the 8 years 
since then, based on my own experience with 
my squadron, Northern New Jersey Sail and 
Power Squadron we certainly taught more than 
1000. Our thanks to Don Baker, skipper of the 
vessel Integrity, leading and devoted member 
of Raritan Bay Power Squadron and most 
importantly “our man in Trenton”  

Thanks Don. You will be remembered 

P/D/C David J. Meshulam, AP 

(P.S.  D/C Nylander is appointing a new 
representative to coordinate contacts with the 
New Jersey State Police Marine Division and 
will provide same at the February 6 council 
meeting). 

 

 

 

(District 4 and Staten Island Sail and Power 
Squadron  lost another Past Commander, P/C 
Louis Gloria.  The survival of USPS  is 
dependent on the dedication and enthusiasm of 
its members. The following is a tribute by a 
member who was motivated by another 
member and ultimately  took a leadership role 
in his squadron).. 

 

                                                                                
 

Louis Gloria, AP   
 
Past Commander Lou Gloria succumbed to 
injuries he received in a cooking accident in 
December of 2012. Lou was Commander of 
Staten Island Sail & Power Squadron 2004 to 
2005. 
I met Lou in the fall of 2001 when I took the 
public boating course. He was an assistant table 
instructor to our treasurer Don Verteramo, 
both of whom became very good friends of 
mine.  
Lou was instrumental in helping me learn 
boating skills with many outings on his boat, a 
1989 Four Winns 25’ Cruiser named” Empty 
Pockets”. He was also the driving force in 
helping set up a very rudimentary web site for 
Staten Island Power Squadron.  
He was very involved in Squadron Activities 
and organized and ran the very successful 
Haverstraw cruise for the squadron every year.  
 
(continued on page 5) 
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(continued from page 4) 
 
Lou was also involved in District activities and 
had many friends in D/4. 
Last year he joined Watchung Power Squadron 
after being out of boating for a number of 
years. 
He is survived by his wife Bernadette 
 
 P/C Joe David,Staten Island Sail & Power Sq. 
 

 

District 4 Strategic Plan 
 

The D/4 Planning Committee has written a 
five-year plan aimed at addressing some of the 
more pressing problems which face our 
organization.  The biggest challenge that faces 
USPS today is how to grow our Squadrons, 
maintain those members who we already have, 
and interest new members who want to share in 
the benefits that we offer. In the near term, the 
operations and actions of the District are going 
to become more and more important, and will 
play a greater role in whether it’s Squadrons 
succeed or fail. 
 
Of the many issues that threaten the future of 
our District and Squadrons, the Planning 
Committee has focused on four groups: 
communications, education, membership and 
member involvement and retention, and 
finances. Goals have been established for each, 
and multiple recommendations have been 
offered within each category. When reviewing 
the Plan, please keep in mind that these 
recommendations are not set in stone. They are 
suggestions which can be changed or modified. 
We encourage all those who have ideas, that 
they have either previously tested or feel could 
possibly be effective in addressing any of these 
issues, to add them to the list. In addition, at 
the conclusion of the first section, there is a 
general list of suggestions which ought to be 
examined and can certainly be modified.  
 
The Plan should be viewed in the context of a 
framework. A structure is in place for those 
officers at both the District and Squadron 

levels, who will both currently and in the 
future, be asked to identify, evaluate, and 
implement potential strategies for the benefit of 
our current and potential members. It’s vital 
that a document such as this be made available 
to everyone in order to assess on a periodic 
basis, where we are and what we would like to 
accomplish. 
 
The second part of the Plan highlights 
background information pertaining to 
National, the Squadrons, and the District; the 
parts, guidelines, and process of implementing 
a strategic plan; and a flow chart depicting the 
lines of communications between a chairman of 
a District committee and his/her counterparts 
at the National and Squadron level.  
 
The Plan is now on the District website. We ask 
you to examine it and forward any suggestions 
or comments to the District Commander, Ray 
Nylander. Email: rhncpacfp@msn.com. The 
next scheduled D/4 Council meeting is on 
Wednesday 6 February where the document 
will be discussed and if approved, will become 
an essential part of the planning process for not 
only the District, but for our fourteen affiliated 
Squadrons for years to come. 
 
 
P/C Robert Rosselot, SN 
Chairman, District 4 Planning Committee  
 

 
 

Mark 4 is the official  
publication of District 4,  
USPS. Published 4 times a  
year. P/D/C David J. Meshulam, AP, 
Editor, Gail Merson, Assistant 
Editor, with the help of many loyal 
members. Articles and 
announcements from squadron 
officers and members are welcome 
by email at DJMGEM@AOL.COM 
 
 

mailto:rhncpacfp@msn.com
mailto:DJMGEM@AOL.COM
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USPS ANNUAL MEETING, JACKSONVILLE 

 
The 2013 USPS conference was well attended 
with over  620 members attending. D-4 was 
certainly represent with 30 members attending.  
 
 

 
 

Podium, including USPS 100th anniversary 
Ensigns to be presented to Districts in coming 
year 
 

 

Youth Posters from all Districts presented for 
vote by members at the conference.   

(Many thanks to Commander Nylander and 
Onya Nylander for hosting the cocktail party 
on Friday, 18 January. It was well attended by 
D4 members and friends of the district). . 

 

Talk about concentration. P/C Ted Wallace 
deep in thought at presentation dinner at 
conference. 

 

Boarman Youth Poster Contest 

The youth poster contest is a USPS event that 
furthers youth appreciation of the water and 
how safe boating is fun boating.  It is open to all 
children ages 6-14.  National has asked all the 
Districts and Squadrons to participate.  Each 
squadron runs their own contest and the 
winners in each of the three categories are then 
judged at the District Fall Conference.  
However, due to “Sandy”, our conference was 
cancelled; therefore the judging was done at 
the January District Council Meeting.  The 
winners at the District level will each receive 
$25.00 and will also be taken to the National 
Meeting in Florida for final judging.  There the 
first place winners will each receive $150.00, 
second place winners $100.00 and third place 
winners $75.00. 

This year we had three squadrons submit 
posters; North River Sail & Power Squadron, 
New York Sail & Power Squadron and 
Lackawanna Sail and Power Squadron.  
 
(continued on page 7)  



7 

 

(continued from page 6) 
 
We are hoping that all the squadrons will 
submit posters for the 2013 contest.  You will 
be hearing more about this and the theme in 
the near future.  So everyone start thinking 
about boating clubs, youth organizations, 
schools and recreation centers, along with your 
children, grandchildren, other family members 
and neighbors.  On the squadron level, they will 
be judged as a group and one winner in each 
category will then be judged at the District 
conference.   
 
The following are the District Winners:  

6-8 year old, Myeh Medina, New York 
Power Squadron 

9-11 years old, Juia Viscuso;    
Lackawana S& P PS 

12-14 years old, Kalista Russo  
Lackawana SPS 

Cdr Elaine Pfaff, AP                                                                          
Lackawanna Sail & Power Squadron  D4 
poster chairman. 

The winning posters. 

 

 

                                  

 

 
 
 

 
 

Are you a member of a yacht club or 
keep your boat at a marina that has 
a youth activity program? If so, why 
not consider running a contest for 
the kids. Get your squadron to put 
up $75 or whatever and offer a prize 
for the winners. Now is the time to 
plan for the summer season. Contact 
Cdr. Elaine Pfaff for details . 
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D/ 4 Steamboat Trip 
 
November 8 – 16, 2013 
 
D/4 Admin Officer Bob Barkalow and D/Lt 
Joyce Barkalow are planning a steamboat trip 
down the Mississippi River for all D/4 
members. Dates are November 8 – 16, 2013 for 
a 9 day vacation; 7 nights on board the boat, 
one night in hotel. This is an all inclusive 
vacation, including side trips in every port, 
beer and wine at dinner, daily activities, several 
meal options, nightly dancing, and entertain-
ment, pool, exercise equipment, etc. 
Cabins range from singles to doubles, inside to 
outside rooms with windows, outside cabins 
opening to veranda to suites. Prices vary 
depending on your choices. Boat is handicap 
accessi-ble. Bob and Joyce Barkalow al-ready 
booked their cabin, but hope others will join 
them. If not, they will make new friends and 
enjoy the journey. 
For more information, check the cruise line’s 
website at: 
www.AmericanQueenSteamboatCo
mpany.com, 
Please contact their travel agent Roberta at 
Berkeley Travel, 732-505-9600 or 
Robertag720@yahoo.com to get group rate, 
more info, or an-swers. If we get several cabins 
booked, we will be able to choose from among a 
private cocktail  
 
______________________________________ 
 
P/D/C Richard Fiorentini 
Receives USPS Chapman Award 
 
Squadron member and Past District 
Commander Rich Fiorentini, SN was 
recognized this year for his teaching excellence 
with the coveted USPS Charles Chapman  
 

Teaching award. Please join us in congratulat-
ing Rich on this well-deserved honor. The 
following is excerpted from the congratulatory 
letter sent from USPS National Education 
Officer V/C Robert Brandenstein, SN. 
“One of the greatest honors accorded to the 
National Educational Officer is the privilege of 
notifying the winners of the Chapman Award 
for Excellence in Teaching. Education is the life 
blood of USPS. We bring basic boating safety 
classes to tens of thousands of boaters every 
year, saving lives and increasing their 
enjoyment of on-the-water rec-reation. We 
provide further education for our members 
through a pro-gram of Advanced Grades and 
Elective Courses that is without parallel in the 
recreational boating community. All of this is 
possible, however, only through the knowledge, 
skills, and dedication of our volunteer 
instructors like you. 
Most squadrons are blessed with many talented 
instructors and each year we encourage every 
squadron to nominate its best instructor for the 
District Chapman Award. The DEOs choose 
the best of the best from their districts. These 
district nominations are then judged by a 
national panel of 
then judged by a national panel of judges who 
pick the five best nomi-nees to represent all 
instructors. This year we salute you as one of 
the five winners chosen for 2012. You will 
receive an award plaque and have your name 
recorded in a perpetual log book in the USPS 
Memorial Library at our headquarters in 
Raleigh.   
 
The presentation to P/D/C Fiorentini was made 
at the USPS conference in Jacksonville on 
January 18. He was also awarded a high 
quality sextant. 
 
(article copied from Relative Bearings, Raritan 
Bay Power Squadron Newsletter)   
 
______________________________________ 
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  Sad News, Loss of a Treasured Sight  
 
By P/C Don Heap, Staten Island PS 
 
Super storm Sandy destroyed Old Orchard 
light [a red sector light, 1 mile off of Staten 
Island in Raritan Bay], but the National 
Lighthouse Museum has plans to resurrect the 
light and hopefully install it on the Museum 
grounds in Saint George on Staten Island. 
According to Linda Dianto Executive Director 
of The Museum, the owner of the light has been 
contacted and is willing to donate the remains 
of the lighthouse to the National lighthouse 
Museum. The light was hit by giant waves and 
knocked into 30 feet of water in pieces.  The 
Weeks stevedores company volunteered to 
retrieve the remains and deliver it to a location 
the Museum sees fit. The company that moved 
the Cape Haterest Lighthouse has volunteered 
to erect the light with a skeleton interior and 
install the parts of the lighthouse salvaged. 
NOAA has also expressed interest in 
documenting the retrieval and erection of the 
Lighthouse for a film. The life of Old Orchard 
is in the hand of the city’s Economic 
Development Corporation. The Coast Guard 
will need to replace this important light but at 
this time no plans have been released. If you 
are interested to learn more about the National 
Lighthouse you can visit the web site at 
lighthousemuseum.org 
 
 
 
CALLING ALL CRUISERS, OR CRUISER 
WANABEES!!!!!!!!! 
 
The year was 1986, the place was Shelter Island 
in Long Island. The event? The rendezvous  of 
12 sail boats and 12 power boats crewed by 
members of Northern New Jersey Power 
Squadron. The highlight, a catered picnic, 
grear friends and camaraderie. The event was 
never matched since then. On the contrary, 
cruises run by all the squadron of D-4 have all 
but vanished. Blame it on the economy. Blame 

it on the cost of fuel.  And finally blame it on 
our members.  
 
I was on the above cruise and remember it well 
since it was my first venture on an extended 
cruise. I started with great concerns as to what 
to expect and what was expected of me. All my 
concerns were unfounded for I went with 
experienced boaters who were ready and 
willing to take the lead and allow me to develop 
my own skills in navigation, chart reading and 
communication.  Since then my wife and I have 
gone on squadron and yacht club cruises and 
regularly cruise on our own. All thanks to the 
things I learned on that first cruise.  
 
Are we, as older members of the squadron 
shortchanging new members? How can we once 
again start cruising? I submit we can best do it 
on a district level, using the district, Mark 4 
and the district website as a sign in board.  I 
suggest squadron commanders announce a new 
service for members interested in cruising. All 
inquiries can be directed to me at 
djmgem@aol.com  providing information as to 
desired dates for cruise, destinations, type of 
boat, email address.  Provided I get responses, I 
will post then in a CRUISER’S COLUMN in the 
May issue of Mark 4. Cruises can also be 
coordinated with any plans by the 2013 Board 
of the district so that the district designations 
can be a starting or terminating destination for 
the cruise. 
 
I will gladly answer any questions  and 
welcome suggestion on how to implement this 
service.  I am also ready to submit my boat on 
the list of cruisers.   
 
Lets do it. 
 
P/D/C David Meshulam, AP Editor, and Gail 
Merson (my admiral)/ 

mailto:djmgem@aol.com

