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 SQUADRON NEWS 

 

DO YOU WANT TO PUBLISIZE A 

SQUADRON EVENT OR ADVANCED 

COURSE BEING OFFERED BY YOUR 

SQUADRON? WHY NOT FORWARD A 

RELEASE WE CAN INCLUDE IN THE NEXT 

ISSUE OF MARK-4. DJMGEM@AOL.COM 

 

 2006 LACKAWANA SAIL &      

 POWER SQUADRON   

COOP CHARTING PROGRAM 

The National Geodetic Survey (NGS), our 

Nation’s first civilian scientific agency, was 

established by President Thomas Jefferson in 

1807 as the Survey of the Coast. Its mission 

soon included surveys of the interior as the 

nation grew westward. In 1878 the agency was 

reorganized and given a new name, the Coast 

and Geodetic Survey (C&GS), which it 

maintained until 1970. 

In 1970, a reorganization created the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA) and the National Ocean Service (NOS) 

was created as a line office of NOAA. To 

acknowledge the geodetic portion of NOAA 

mission, the part of NOS responsible for 

geodetic functions was named the National 

Geodetic Survey. NGS maps the coastal regions 

of the United States and its possessions to 

position the shoreline and other features 

needed to construct navigational charts. An 

accurate, consistent, and up-to-date national 

shoreline can improve charts for navigation 

and marine geographic information systems. 

The Cooperative Charting Program was 

initiated in 1963 and is a joint effort between 

the United States Power Squadrons (USPS) and 

the National Ocean Service (NOS). The USPS is 

a volunteer staff of over 2800 participants that 

collects field data that can be used to improve 

the quality of NOS products. As volunteers, our 

role will be to locate and report the condition of 

the markers used in these surveys.The survey 

divided the US into 7.5 x 7.5 minute quads. For 

our event, we will be focusing on the 

Morristown Quad. There are approx 52 

markers located within the Morristown Quad 

(Mendham has 4, Boonton 9, etc.). Over the 

years several were replaced, and many more 

reported as not found. Due to the described 

locations and large number of these markers, I 

will determine which ones we will attempt to 

locate and provide maps and data for each 

marker. The NGS database provides location 

coordinates, marker descriptions, and notes 

from previous searches. We will use this 

information to locate the markers and update 

the database as necessary. The NGS teams 

will use our data to determine the future and 

validation/calibration of the found markers. As 

technology advances, global positioning 

becomes more precise and markers 

recalculated depending upon their importance. 

Please bring: If available - Handheld GPS 

and/or Handheld Compass. All other necessary 

  

(continued on page 2)  
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