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      COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 
 
We have been talking about the state of 
the organization for a couple of years now 
and are trying new approaches to all that 
we do in the hopes of increasing our 
membership and retention. To that end the 
SEO is the KEY player in our Primary 
function, Education. At this past Fall 
Conference which is and has been known 
as the Fall Educational Conference there 
were only two Squadrons that were 
represented by their SEO. This is a sad 
commentary for if they have no interest in 
USPS then what hope is there for those of 
us that are striving to keep USPS alive. It 
is understandable for a couple being 
unable to attend as there is always some 
unforseen event to occur. But for 14 out of 
16 to be missing speaks of a larger 
problem.        
D/Lt/C Chris Windeler, the DEO, has been 
asked to poll the SEO’s to try and 
determine why they weren’t able to attend. 
Perhaps they see a problem that we don’t. 
If that is the case we can identify it and we 
can fix it before it gets any worse.  
Being an ―Old Timer‖ I can look back to 
when a squadron wouldn’t think of not 
being represented at a Conference or not 
having as many bridge members attend as 
possible. The competition for attendance 
awards was intense.  But that was another 
age and I guess I have a difficult time 
leaving that behind for this new age we 
now live in. You know the one, when 

people text instead of talk, have little time 
to do anything because they are trying to 
do everything. In some ways now things 
are better but in some ways not.  
 
But at least one thing has not changed so 
on behalf of Myself, my wife Bernice and 
my entire Bridge we send to all D4 
members our wishes for a Very Happy, 
Healthy and Safe Holiday Season.  
 
D/C Richard V. Fiorentini 
 
   

          FROM THE EDUCATION      
  DEPARTMENT 
 
(D/L/C Chris Windeler,  SN, DEO, has 
undergone cataract surgery and is currently 
recovering from it. With his permission and 
input I took the  liberty to release the following 
information.  Best wishes to Chris for a quick 
recovery) 
 
I started proctoring the basic boating class in 
1986 and have taught at least 2 classes a year 
since then. Invariably, regardless of the size of 
the class, students would inquire if the course 
included hands on instructions in the operation 
of their boats. The answer unfortunately  was 
always NO since USPS did not provide 
insurance coverage. Well, that is no longer the 
case. Starting now on water Instruction is not 
only possible but is recommended by USPS. 
The student seeking instruction while taking  
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the public boating course, seamanship or other 
course, may be matched with a squadron 
member who has experience in the same type of 
boat with instructions to be given on the 
member's or student's vessel. Full insurance 
coverage is provided through USPS. The USPS 
Education Department is currently working on 
providing a teaching outline for  use by 
instructors and hopes to release the outline In 
the near future. In the meantime your 
squadron is urged to implement a program and 
offer it at your upcoming public or squadron 
courses. How many boaters do you know who 
spent many dollars to buy the boat but rarely 
take it out of their slip due to fear In undocking 
and docking it?  
 
Increase in squadron membership is another 
benefit of this new program. A great example 
of this is the Seneca Falls Power Squadron 
which doubled its membership after starting 
the program and now have a waiting list for 
students seeking Instruction. See further details 
on this on the USPS website, Education 
Department.  
 
ALL SEO'S AND ASSISTANT SEO'S ARE 
URGED TO ATTEND THE NEXT D-4 SEO 
MEETING ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13, 
2010, AT SAN CARLOS WHERE FULL 
DETAILS WILL BE PROVIDED AND 
QUESTTIONS WILL BE ANSWERED. 
 
P/D/C David J. Meshulam, AP 
 
_______________________________ 

 

 
           SAILANGLE AND USPS 
 
Technology is a wonderful thing, however 
it brings with it evolutionary growing 
pains. For example, the explosion of 
SPAM (unwanted broadcast email from 
businesses, phishing schemes, viruses, 
worms, etc. The Internet service Providers 
(ISPs), e.g. ComCast, MSN, Verizon, 

Google, AOL, etc., are instituting methods 
attempting to protect us from these 
unwanted or dangerous emails. As a result 
our mail list forums, such as the  
Webmaster Forum, USPS-Webmasters and 
Web Site Help) are becoming less and less 
reliable because our mass mailing look  
like SPAM to the ISPs. Though we have 
taken steps in the short term to 
temporarily get around these filters it is 
only a matter of time before they too 
become ineffective.  Due to the continued 
problems the mail lists will be 
discontinued in the coming year, thus any 
communications you relied upon with that  
system will be gone. 
 
There are commercial solutions that solve 
these problems for those willing to spend 
the money. The good news is that the 
owner and developer of one of the best 
solutions is also a USPS member and has 
given the complete capability to USPS at 
no charge. He and his folks have invested 
a lot of energy into  
making the USPS capability work for us 
and they are continuing to make 
modifications as we make suggestions 
and requests for  
customizations. This whole discussion is 
a long way to tell you that Mail Lists  
feature is being replaced by a much-
expanded capability within a new 
environment called �SailAngle�. If you 
are subscribed to any of the above 
mentioned mail lists or any others, all you 
need to do to migrate yourself to 
SailAngle.  The process is  
simple and you only need to do it once to 
migrate all of your mail lists subscriptions 
to comparable groups. To become a 
member of SailAngle, all that is necessary 
is log on to the  
USPS home page http://www.usps.org .. 
Then click on the SailAngle icon in the 
upper left side of the home page. This will 
require you to log into USPS if you are not 

(continued on page 3) 
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already set up but all it takes is your 
certificate number and zip code. Once you 
have logged in to USPS your information 
will be automatically synchronized with 
the new SailAngle system.  
 
You will find that in addition to the group 
communication capability, which you used 
with the mail list, there are a plethora of 
other features oriented towards boating. 
As the membership of USPS migrates to 
this new service additional features will be 
added to make it even more useful to the  
members.  Please do this at your earliest 
convenience. 
 
I apologize to you who have already 
signed on to SailAngle.  It is a matter of 
urgency affecting the future of our 
squadrons and district that we get all our  
members to sign up, doing so will greatly 
increase the lines of communications. 
 
Let me know if you have any problems.  
 
 
Bill Miller 
Web Site Coordinator, USPS 

(EDITOR’S COMMENT) 

A few days ago I spent 1 hour on a 
webinar session run for the benefit of 
USPS members. Many ideas came to mind 
on how signing up would benefit my 
squadron and myself. For starters, 
consider that if you signed up now to be 
added to the District 4 list, you would be 
able to access news form the District as 
well as this issue of MARK 4 by merely 
opening the District 4 site. Same would 
apply to the site of your squadron. There 
would be no need for distribution by email. 
You would instead open sites you are 
interested in.  Since many squadrons have 
a short list of email addresses (some 
mebers feel inundated by email and refuse 

to give out their email addresses) 
communication by email is not very 
productive.  To those members, SailANgle 
is the answer. 

____________________________________ 

P/D/C Dave Meshulam, AP is over the 
hill and is seeking someone to help 
putting together future issues of MARK  
4. Anyone interested please contact Dick 
Fiorentini @ 732-780-4696 or 
USPSpwrbtr@aol.com. 
 

__________________________________ 
 
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN JOINING 
ANY OTHER DISTRICT COMMITTEE? 
WE CAN USE ALL THE HELP WE 
CAN GET. CONTACT  D/C DICK 
FIORENTINI.  
 
 
Mark 4 is the official  
publication of District 4,  
USPS. Published 4 times a  
year. P/D/C David J. Meshulam, AP, 
Editor .  
Articles and announcements  
from squadron officers and  
members are welcome by email at 
DJMGEM@AOL.COM  
 
Our thanks to all the contributors to 
this issue whose names appear with 
their articles. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:USPSpwrbtr@aol.com
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USS NEW YORK 
 

         A PIECE of D-4 on OUR SEAS 
 

The USS NEW YORK sailed into New York 
Harbor with a unique story to tell – her bow is 
constructed with tons of steel from the fallen 
World Trade Center. 

 
The story is known to all of us, but her return 
signals that we have recovered and are now on 
the offense. 

 
District 4 of the United 
States Power Squadrons  
recognize her significance and 
gave our support by 
donating a sterling silver 
soup ladle and a District 4 
Flag. Her crew will see these items daily as a 
reminder of our sponsorship. 

Instrumental in making the donation was Stf/C 
Vincene A. Aquilato, S (City Island) and the 

D/4 Council, which approved her motion 
unanimously. 

------------------------------------------------- 

              NEW YORK BOAT SHOW 
 

This year’s boat show will have a first. USPS, 
through the generosity of the operators of the 
show, will be given the opportunity of 
presenting mini seminars on the various 
subjects offered by USPS in our courses and 
seminars. Included in the presentations among 

others will be weather, GPS and small boat 
handling. Each seminar will run about 30 
minutes and attendees will be directed to our 
booth where our seminar material will be on 
sale.  We need help to man the booth and 
present the seminars. Your squadron will 
benefit greatly  and directly. With you 
there, personal contact can take place 
with boaters from your area that can 
then be solicited for membership.  
 
Anyone interested into working at the NY 
Boat Show this coming January 20 – 24th  

2010 can sign up by going to thefollowing 
link - 
http://www.usps.org/localusps/d4/D4Bs
how.html. 

Marine dealers endorse USPS storefront     
concept 

During the 16–18 Nov. Marine Dealer 
Conference & Expo, USPS presented ―You 
Sell Them, We’ll Train Them‖ to show that 
USPS squadrons can drive traffic to boat 
showrooms at no cost to the dealer. The 
presentation included a booth with 
information about USPS seminars and 
America’s Boating Course as well as 
concurrent breakout sessions.  

All dealers agreed to provide free 
classroom space for a monthly seminar 
storefront. Many also wanted America’s 
Boating Course classes and were willing 
to allot classroom space for an 8-hour 
session. All squadrons are encouraged to 
participate in the storefront program and 
approach marine dealers in their area for 
free classroom space. 

Promotional materials are available for all 
seminars through HQ marketing, and 
promotional pieces are available on the  

(continued on page 5) 
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Marketing & Public Relations Committee 
website at the link below. —Tom Kemp 

READ MORE 
www.usps.org/national/pr/Seminartrifolds.
html 

 

The Dad Vail Regatta Returning       
To The Navesink 

RUMSON - Borough officials announced on 
that the nation's largest intercollegiate 
regatta, known as the Dad Vail, will take 
place in Rumson on Friday and Saturday, 
May 7 and 8, 2010. 

The annual event draws more than 3,000 
participants from 100 colleges in the United 
States and Canada, including the Ivy 
Leagues. 

The regatta has taken place on the Schuykill 
River in Philadelphia for the past 56 years, 
but the organization has been searching for 
another venue for the regatta and Rumson 
was one of several sites under consideration. 

The upcoming event represents a 
homecoming for the rowing race - the very 
first Dad Vail race took place on the 
Navesink in 1939. It will return to the 
Navesink for its 72nd season. 

"We are thrilled that the Dad Vail regatta 
has decided to relocate to Rumson, " said 
Mayor John Ekdahl. "We think this will 
have a tremendous economic impact, not 
only for Rumson but for all of the 
surrounding two river towns. This should 
give a boost to all of the hotels and 
restaurants in the area." 

The cost of the event will be underwritten 
through private and corporate donations, 
officials said.  

Two River Times™ owner Michael Gooch 
has provided an initial advance of $100,000 
toward the $250,000 in financial guarantees 
required by the organization. 

"This is going to be like the Henley Regatta 
in England," said Gooch, who emigrated 
from Great Britain in the 1980s. 

Participants in the Dad Vail will compete on 
a 2,000 meter Olympic distance course, from 
Victory Park to the Oceanic Bridge. 

The founder of the Dad Vail was former 
Rutgers University Athletic Director Lev 
Brett. Rutgers has the oldest college rowing 
program in the United States. 

The regatta is named in honor of Harry 
Emerson Vail, who was known as "Dad" in 
the days when he coached the sport at the 
University of Wisconsin during the 1920s.  

The first organization meeting for the Dad 
Vail took place on February 10, 1939 with 
seven colleges in attendance, including 
Rutgers.  

In the ensuing years, it grew to become the 
largest collegiate rowing regatta in North 
America 

 
PLEASE ACCEPT MY APPOLOGY 
FOR THE LATE RELEASE OF THIS 
ISSUE AS WELL AS MY BEST WISHES 
FOR A HAPPY AND HEALTHY 2010. 
 
P/D/C DAVE MESHULAM  
 

mailto:kempt@hq.usps.org
http://ent.groundspring.org/EmailNow/pub.php?module=URLTracker&cmd=track&j=303478433&u=3381242
http://ent.groundspring.org/EmailNow/pub.php?module=URLTracker&cmd=track&j=303478433&u=3381242
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FROM THE 2009 FALL CONFERENCE 
 
A good time was had by all attending the fall 
conference but especially some of the ladies 
who, under the arrangements made by Bernice 
Fiorentini, our D-4 first lady, took a trip to the 
Brotherhood  Winery in New York State. Are 
they smiling  because they already took the tour 
and wine tasting, or in anticipation of what was 
to come? 
 

 
 
Gail Meshulam, Madeline Paul, Bernice 
Fiorentini, Karen Swackhamer, Connie 
Russo, Jean Ruchdeschel, Patricia Fabrizi, 
Jackie Huff and Janice Zucchi 
 
In times long gone by, many of our D-4 
squadrons added to the festivities at the District 
Conferences by having a hospitality suite for all 
to enjoy. Our hats are off to the Staten Island 
Sail and Power Squadron for sticking to 
tradition and opening their doors to everyone. 

 

  
 
Commander Sam DeMeo and his crew were 
great as were the drinks, food and hospitality. 
THANKS. 
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