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COMMANDER”S MESSAGE 
 

The Jacksonville Annual Meetings are over and 
the new National Watch has begun. These 
meetings were probably the best attended in 
years, due in part to the contested elections for 
the Administrative Officer and Educational 
Officer. It was an exciting week and Louie 
Ojeda and Bob Brandenstein were installed in 
the positions, respectively.  Our district was 
well represented , see pictures  in this issue. 
 
Saito-San of Tokyo Sail and Power Squadron 
received the Dell Cano award for completing 
his 8th circumnavigation of our globe – 
backwards (into the wind). His story is one of 
perseverance and adversity, including a broken 
arm – giving real meaning to sailing single 
handed. I think we can all learn from what 
appears to be his motto; If at first you succeed, 
keep doing it. 
 
Soon, we too will begin our Changes of Watch. 
It is a time of excitement for the future and 
thanksgiving for the past. With the declining 
membership throughout the nation, we need to 
take a page from Saito-San. Keep doing what 
brings new members into the squadron, keep 
doing what helps us to retain those we have and 
be creative. It is easy to say that someone else is 
responsible, but in the end we are all at part of 
the membership committee and responsible for 
bringing in new members.  
 
So as we move forward into the next watch, I 
say thank you for the opportunity to serve as 

your commander. I would like to thank the 
members of my bridge and their mates and 
everyone who contributed to the success of this 
watch. It is true that the year went quickly, but 
it has been fun. I wish great success to Ray 
Nylander and his bridge. Savor your time as 
Commander, Ray, for all too soon it will be 
gone. 
 
D/C Florence Smith FS 
 
 

 
 
D/C Florence Smith at podium 
at the Conference. (See page 5 for 
more pictures and information.) 
 
     USPS CONFERENCE 2012 
 
33 members of D-4 attended the 
conference in Jacksonville, Florida,  
(continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1)  
 
All enjoyed the hospitality of District 
Commander Smith on Friday evening. 
The conference was highlighted by the 
winning of the Chapman Award by Lt/C  
Marvin Lipper of North River Power 
Squadron (see page 6) and the Teaching 
Aid Award for Best in the Show  
awarded to Shrewsbury PS for a Range 
Marker/ Plotting Dividers. 
 

 
Lt/C Marvin Lipper, D/C Florence 
Smith and the sextant presented to 
the Chapman Award Winner 
                    ___________________ 
_____________________________ 

 
      
 D4 Spring Conference, 2012 
 
It is that time of the year our squadrons and 
district discharge their officers and swear in 
the men and women to guide us in the coming 
year. While Raritan Bay Sail and Power 
Squadron change of watch will take place this 
month, the change of watch for D4 will take 
place on 10 March 2012, at the Park Ridge 
Marriott Hotel. Park Ridge, New Jersey (for 
details please go to the D4 website for the full 
program and plans) with the remaining 
Squadrons changes of watch to follow in March 

and April. All members are welcome at each 
change of watch with good food, drinks and 
camaraderie guaranteed.  Squadrons are urged 
to circulate change of watch schedules and 
plans throughout the district.  
 
Pursuant to Article II, Section 2.16.1 of the 
current District 4 Bylaws, the 
 
Nominating Committee, submitted the 
following slate of nominees for the 
District 4 Bridge, to serve during 2012-2013. Al 
 
District Commander..................... 
………….D/L/ C Raymond H. Nylander, JN 
(Lackawanna) 
District Executive Officer 
...............................D/Lt/C James Ulrich, SN 
(Staten Island) 
District Educational Officer  
____________D/Lt/C Richard Woznicki, JN 
(Raritan Bay) 
District Administrative Officer  
…………….D/Lt/C Robert H. Barkalow, AP 
(Barnegat Bay) 
 District Secretary    
..........................................P/C Richard Pfaff, JN 
(Lackawanna) 
District Treasurer   
…………………..D/Lt/C S. Robert Phillips, SN 
(Northern New Jersey) 
Asst. District Educational Officer 
……………………...P/C J. Kevin Wanner, SN 
(Lackawanna) 
District Treasurer  
………………….D/Lt/C S. Robert Phillips, SN 
(Northern New Jersey) 
Asst. District Educational Officer 
………………………P/C J. Kevin Wanner, SN 
(Lackawanna) 
 
The 2012 D4 Bridge looks forward to your 
attendance at their swearing in ceremony at the 
conference and continued support throughout 
2012-13. 
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            LOOKING AHEAD 
 
February 2, 2014, will mark the 100th 
anniversary of the United States Power 
Squadron. The oldest boating organization in 
the United States. Is your squadron ready to 
join in the celebration? What can your 
squadron and every member do to publicize 
this extraordinary achievement. This was one 
of the many issues addressed by the USPS 
Marketing and Public Relations Committee at 
the recent conference in Jacksonville, Florida. 
The National Flag & Etiquette Committee, 
headed by R/C Joseph Tringali,  approved and 
is implementing the marketing and distribution 
of a “100th Anniversary Ensign”. The ensign 
will be available before the D4 boating season is 
here. At the national conference the lack of 
display of the USPS Ensign was addressed and 
the consensus was that our members nationally 
have gotten into the habit of flying their 
squadron burgee while failing to fly the USPS 
Ensign.  
A presentation by S/C Glen Sherman of the 
Marketing Committee directed the attention of 
the attendees at the conference to the urgent 
need for USPS to get its logo recognized just as 
are the logos of McDonald’s (the arches), 
Starbucks, Coca Cola and others. We serve the 
boating public and have the best crack at 
recognition on the waters we sail by displaying 
the Ensign. Display of a squadron burgee does 
not have the same impact as a USPS Ensign. 
The only way to get the recognition is by 
multiple sighting of the Ensign on all USPS 
member boats. Flying your squadron burgee 
does not accomplish this. It will only be 
recognized by members of your squadron. 
Keep in mind that your squadron cannot 
survive the extinction of USPS. To survive, 
USPS must get the recognition it deserves and 
that can only be accomplished by the efforts of 
our members.  
The “Fly Your Ensign” contest initiated by D4 
was in the forefront nationally in addressing 
the above problem. While it was contemplated 
to run the contest nationally this year, it was 
determined that it was wiser to coordinate a 
campaign with the release of the new ensign 

and proceed then with a campaign to market it 
to the districts and squadrons. We need you to  
purchase an ensign when available and fly it  
proudly (possibly your squadron should 
consider awarding ensigns to new members at 
their initiation ceremony).  
Your comments, input and suggestions are 
welcome. Contact P/D/C David J. Meshulam, 
AP., at djmgem@aol.com.  
 
P/D/C David J. Meshulam, AP (member of 
USPS and D4 Marketing Committees).  
________________________________________ 

FCC Course Change Promising         
for Boaters 
(Agency Acknowledges GPS Interference 

Issues with LightSquared Plan) 

ALEXANDRIA, Va., February 16, 2012 - 
Recreational boaters who rely on global 
positioning devices to keep them safely on 
course can breathe a sigh of relief since the 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
announced plans on Tuesday, February 14 to 
revoke conditional approval of a proposed 
cellular telephone network that could interfere 
with GPS signals. The decision came after the 
U.S. Commerce Department advised the 
Commission that "At this time there are no 
mitigation strategies" that could prevent 
interference with GPS signals if the cell phone 
network planned by a private company, 
LightSquared, were to be built as proposed. 

"This is a significant development for all GPS 
users," said BoatUS President Margaret 
Podlich. "The FCC, as America's guardian of 
our airwaves, needs to protect the integrity of 
the GPS system. It is one of the most important, 
reliable, and critical elements in navigation 
today - on boats, in the air, and on land." 

According to Boat Owners Association of The 
United States (BoatUS), many boat owners use  

(continued on page 4) 

mailto:djmgem@aol.com
http://smtp.boatus.net/t?r=5&c=15689&l=1217&ctl=212030:FFDB57A65FC0D68288E6913FEEC1F38A&
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(continued from page 3) 

GPS chartplotters or carry hand-held GPS 
units - essentially electronic maps - to safely 
navigate and steer clear of shoals and other 
hazards, sometimes in unfamiliar waters. Last 
summer, BoatUS mounted a campaign to slow 
down the federal approval process until 
adequate testing could be done. BoatUS' "Don't 
Mess With GPS" campaign delivered over 
18,000 comments to the FCC from concerned 
boaters all across the country.  

LightSquared had originally asked the FCC for 
permission to build 40,000 cell phone ground 
stations across the country that would expand 
broadband cellular telephone service. In a 
February 14 letter to the FCC, the National 
Telecommunication and Information 
Administration said tests indicate that the 
network would "...cause harmful interference 
to the majority of general navigation GPS 
receivers tested," and in addition, noted that 
"handset transmissions have the potential to 
impact General Navigation GPS receivers." 

"While the news is positive for America's 
boaters, we aren't out of the woods yet," added 
Podlich. The FCC is hosting a 15-day comment 
period ending March 1 to solicit feedback on 
their plans to revoke LightSquared's 
conditional permit. "In the next few days we 
will be looking at options for gaining GPS 
users' input on the issue and will post this 
information at www.BoatUS.com/Gov." 
 
BoatUS - Boat Owners Association of The 
United States - is the nation's leading advocate 
for recreational boaters providing over half a 
million members with government 
representation, programs and money-saving 
services. For membership information visit 
www.BoatUS.com or call 800-395-2628. 

 

 

AROUND THE SQUADRONS 

 

WATCHUNG SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON 
CHANGE OF WATCH SUNDAY APRIL 1, 

2012, PRIMAVERA REGENCY 
STIRLING, NJ 

For reservations contact Tracy 
Swackhamer" <tratrack01@hotmail.com. 

     ------------------------------------------- 

 

NORTHERN  NEW JERSEY  SAIL AND 
POWER SQUADRON’S  CHANGE OF 
WATCH IS  SCHEDULED FOR FRIDAY, 20 
APRIL, 2012,  AT THE ESSEX FELLS 
COUNTRY CLUB.FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
CONTACT COMMANDER JOEL  W. 
STOESSER, SN, at joelstoe@optonline.com.   

               ---------------------------- 

RARITAN BAY SPRING 2012 SCHEDULE 

Now that the holidays have passed, it's time to start 
thinking about warm weather and boating. What 
better way than to take a course. Learn something 
new, sharpen your skills by refreshing your 
memory or just join your fellow squadron members 
and friends. 

The following is a list of the Spring courses that are 
still open for registration. Sign up soon so as not to 
be left out. There has been considerable interest 
expressed in many of the courses. 

Piloting - Last call only a few spaces left 
Starts: 27-Feb 
Register By: 15-Feb 
Contact: Jerry Borna, ab32@optonline.net 

Advanced Piloting - Let us know if you are 
interested 
Starts and register: tba 
Contact: Andy Anastasio, 
andamar47@verizon.net  

http://smtp.boatus.net/t?r=5&c=15689&l=1217&ctl=212031:FFDB57A65FC0D68288E6913FEEC1F38A&
http://smtp.boatus.net/t?r=5&c=15689&l=1217&ctl=212030:FFDB57A65FC0D68288E6913FEEC1F38A&
mailto:joelstoe@optonline.com
mailto:ab32@optonline.net
mailto:andamar47@verizon.net
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(continued from page 4) 

Cruise Planning - Be prepared before you 
get on the water 
Starts: 12-Mar 
Register by: 27-Feb 
Contact: George Druist, 
gdruist@reagan.com 

Engine Maintenance - Get in before it's too 
late, save money this spring 
Starts: 27-Feb 
Register By: 15-Feb 
Contact: Rich Fiorentini, 
USPSpwrbtr@aol.com 

Instructor Development - Register now 
Starts: March, 2012 
Eegister by: February, 2012 
Contact: Chubb Varga, 
cjvarga@optimum.net  

Check our website for course descriptions 
and further information - rbps.org 

___________________________________________ 

  D-4 at the New York Boat Show 

Thanks to the efforts and hard work of 
members of North River Power Squadron, 
volunteers from other squadrons, USPS 
and D-4 were again well represented at the 
New York Boat Show in January. Special 
thanks to P/C Grant Hobson and P/C Kim 
O’Connell. 

 

 

     USPS CONFERENCE PICTURES 

 
. 

USPS Conference General Meeting 2012 
__,_._,___

 
 
D-4 Bridge Wide Awake at Conference 
 

Mark 4 is the official  
publication of District 4,  
USPS. Published 4 times a  
year. P/D/C David J. Meshulam, AP, 
Editor, Gail Merson, Assistant 
Editor, with the help of many loyal 
members. Articles and 
announcements from squadron 
officers and members are welcome 
by email at DJMGEM@AOL.COM 

mailto:gdruist@reagan.com
mailto:USPSpwrbtr@aol.com
mailto:cjvarga@optimum.net
mailto:DJMGEM@AOL.COM
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The Owner of the Jaquars Football  Team’s Little    
Boat at the hotel in Jacksonville. 

                   __________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

 

About P/C Marvin Lipper, SN 
P/C Marvin Lipper, SN, from the North River 
Squadron received the Chapman Award at the 
National conference.  

Marvin won the award by showing leadership 
in education. He has taught core courses, 
elective courses and seminars. 

What most distinguished him is his insight into 
the needs of the squadron and the community 
and bringing them together using the new 

programs generated from National. For 
example, he was the first to teach the Seminar 
Series and offer monthly seminars to build the 
“store front” concept ( North River has been 
teaching seminars for over 3 years every 3rd 
Thursday of non boating months. North River 
PS is now considered a resource to the 
community thanks to his innovation. ) 

P/C Lipper initiated the seminars at the New York 
Boat show and when a request from the NY/NJ 
Harbor Operations Committee to provide a Paddle 
Smart seminar to the kayaking community was 
received by  North River, the Squadron turned to 
P/C Lipper. 

As stated by P/C Kim O’Connell, “the secret of 
Marvin’s success as a teacher is that he teaches 
accurately, thoroughly, and earnestly.  His 
heart is in everything he does; and, therefore, 
he imparts interest in an entire subject.  How 
else could someone make the study of Weather 
an entertaining subject? Marvin made it a 
priority to offer elective classes to boost 
membership. We had 27 people in the weather 
class”. 

Our thanks to USPS for recognizing P/C Marvin 
Lipper for his accomplishments and dedication to 
teaching. 

 

        USPS/D-4 Kids Activities 

At the D-4Conference last September 
squadrons were invited to submit posters made 
by children of various ages with safe boating as 
their theme. Winners of a contest to be run by 
the District were to be submitted  for 
consideration in the poster contest and drawing 
at the USPS conference in Jacksonville.  
Unfortunately only Lackawanna Sail and 
Power Squadron submitted entries. Winners 
were draw in the various age groups and the 
(continued on page 7) 
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(continued from page 6)  
 
Winning entries were submitted in 
Jacksonville.  This page is dedicated to the kids 
who participated, their parents, and to the 
Lackawanna S& P Squadron. Lets hope there 
is better participation in the future.  Our 
thanks to P/C Richard Pfaff, JN, for these 
pictures.   
 
 

 
 
Kallena Russo, 1st place, 9-11 years old, and Lt/C 
Elaine Pfaff, Lackawanna and D4 Chair. 
 
 

 
 
Ashley Baker, 1st place, 6-8 year olds. 
 

 
 
 
 

  
Kallisa Russo, 2nd place, 9-11 year olds. (twin 
sister of Kallena) 
 

 
 
 

  
 


