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The Cornfield Sailo
56th Change of Watch

The 56" Hoosier Sail and Power

Squadron Change of Watch oc-
curred on Saturday March 1, 2008 Incoming Cdr. Paul Shepherd, JN, Secretary,

Caf ®
the frozen

at Ri ckds
tower overlooking
Eagle Creek Reservoir.

vided contemporary folk music
during the Social Hour.
The District 24 Bridge and

2: p hspausk$veere in attendance.

Following dinner, the Change of Lewis R. Miller, Administrative

Watch Ceremony was presented.Officer, Lt/C Ray A. Weigand,

Lt/C Kathleen
AP was unable to attend. Hé Miller, and Treasurer, Lt/C Cath-
was sworn in by proxy by D/C erine. A. Hess.

Gary Richard E. Mahrenholz, JN. P/ Following the Change of Watch
Wasson and Cara Wahlers pro- D/C Guy E. Waddy will admin-

Ceremony the Past Commanders
ister the oath of office to Cdr. recognized P/C George D.
Shepherd at our next Excomm Herrington, N as a full P/C after
Meeting. ascertaining he had successfully
DEO D/Lt/C Tom Woods, JN completed his year as Junior Past
P/C Russell G.

Cdr. Russell Wahlers, P recog- administered the oath of office to Commander.

nized and thanked his bridge SEO P/C George D. Herrington,
2 members and staff by distributing N and ASEO P/C Russell G.

gifts. Wabhlers, P.
3 Dinner offered Split Roasted D/C Mahrenholz administered
Rosemary Lemon Chicken with the oath of office to the bridge

Wabhlers, P was initiated into the
Junior P/C position.

It was a very enjoyable evening
in appropriate surroundings for
such an august event.

vegetables.

officers: Executive Officer, Lt/C

Commanders Annual ReportWatch Year 20008  car. Russel G. wahlers, P

This year has been an enjoy-
able one for me as Commander
of Hoosier Sail & Power

Squadron. | greatly appreciate
the support and cooperation of
the Bridge officers, members
of the Executive Committee,

District 24 officers, and espe-
cially the general membership.
| am particularly grateful for

the help of Chaplain Lt. Fred

A. Plantz, AP and Flag Lieu-

tenant P/D/C Guy E. Waddy,

JN. A sincere thank you to all

of you.

There are several ways to re-
cap this past year. | have in-
cluded some comments that
focus on our accomplishments
both externally and internally.

Externally with respect to Dis-

trict 24 and our USPS national
organization, my perspective is
that we have come through this

past year in good form. While Indianapolis boat show. Under
| was unable to attend the pastthe guidance of P/Lt/C Norman
national and D24 conferences O. Ottinger, SN and P/C Jo-
personally, we were well repre- seph H. Niesse, Jr., JN, our
sented by a variety of very boat show booth has greatly
capable delegates. In the assisted our membership effort
awards area, we were recog-by recruiting students for the
nized by USPS for our squad- public safe boating classes.
ron membership growth rate; Many of our recruits this past
our website received the USPS year have joined and are con-
Website Excellence Award; tinuing on with their advanced
and our squadron newsletter, grade course progression.
the Cornfield Sailor, received
the USPS Excellence in Jour-
nalism award. Several of our
local members were recog-
Avard a5 evidence of our mem- TS f our education pro-
bershi ; h aaram, SEO P/C George D
ership progr filifidion, N Had dor § brdht
under the direction of P/D/Lt/C . -
Robert L. Zike, SN and as a job Of-Strengthemng our bro-
) gram in several ways. First,
_res_ul_t of recruiting efforts  of SEO Herrington has planned
individual members. our education program in such
Another external strength has a way that advanced grade
been our presence at the annuatontinued on page 4

Internally, | feel that we have
made significant strides in
several areas, in particular edu-
cation and membership. In
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Greetings, For a little of my background, |
| am sorry | was unable to attend rgtired from GM after 35 years, my
the COW, March 1% 8Behand payegigne pago
Boatyard. | understand that ldur bogtlng, lately, on Lake_ ne,
missed an enjoyable evening. Port Clinton & the _Islands in the_
west end of Lake Erie. Our boat i
D/C Dick Mahrenholz swore in a 344 Pequod Yacht.
Guy Waddy as my proxy. Guy will
swear me in at the next ExComm
meeting, April 7, at MCL Cafeteria
Township Line, 2370 West 865t.,  Two-thirds of all fatal boating acci-
Indianapolis, IN. I am looking for- dent victims drowned. Of those
ward to seeing everybody at thewho drowned, ninety (90) percent
meeting. The program will be Lt of the victims were not wearing
Fred R. Plantz speaking on U.S.their life jackets. Eight out of every
Coast Guard Licensing. ten boaters who drowned were us

| would like thank P/C Charles w. N9 boats less than 20 feet in lengt
Hamm, AP as our Editor of The The theme  for 2908 again 1S
Cornfield Sailor and P/C Russell G. WEAR 1T.0

Wahlers, AP as WebMaster of the USPS members, family & friends Cdr. Paul Shepherd’ AP
Hoosier Sail & Power Squadron have a safe and fun boating

www.usps.org/Localusps/hoosier/  season.

| think it is worth passing on some
USCG boating accident statistics.

Lt C Ray A Weigand, JN

Administrative Officer

My wife, Barbara, and | have beerwife and kept it on Lake
boaters for about 30 yeard. be- St.Clair. The blind sailor had
gan by taking sailing courses ofBraille compass and hired a hapd
fered by the Detroit chapter ofto help with the boat navigation.
American Youth Hostels (AYH) in joinedthe DearborrPower Squad
Interlake sailboats on a reservoiron and took courses with a sailifjg
near Ann Arbor.| went on to take friend through the level of INWe
AYH courses in 26' keel boats oralso bareboat chartered 3 36'
Lake St. Clair and courses forS2 sailboats for a week at a timefin
three AYH 30' sailboatshat stu- Annapolis three different years.
dents took to the North Channel in
Ontario each summerWe bare- After moving 40 miles north of Ericson, we explored ports as famins 350hp diesels. We moored
boat chartered the AYH boats inChicago, my wife and | continuednorth as Harbor Springs, MI ander in Northpoint Marina in Win-
the North Channel a few timessailing with a 30" S2 sailboat Fish Creek in Door County, WI. throp Harbor, IL for aboutfive
We then bought a Bayfield 29moored for several years in Mon- years until we both retired.
from a blind sailor and his blindroe Harbor in Chicago and then foAfter about 25 years of sailing, we
several years at Reefpoihtarina switched to powerlt was difficult After retirement, Barb and |
in Racine, WI. | transferred my to decide whether to go the trawlemoved to Carmel, INto be near
Power Squadron membership tooute or go to a faster poweour only daughter and two grand
the WaukeganSail and Power boat. Since Barb and | werekids. | transferred myPower
Squadron and tookvarious both still working at the timewe SquadronMembership to Hoosier
courses. | started N two times at chose a fastezxpress boahat we Sail and Power Squadron and look
Waukegan but dropped it bottmamed Conundrum for the difficulforward to taking the N course this
times due to time constrainend decision making.Conundrum is a spring. We moved our boats to
travel for my jobas a R&D scien- 2001 Tiara 3500 Express that islolland, MI. We have our Tiara
tisttR&D Manager with Abbott conservatively rated as a 35 footdverthed at Anchorage Marirend
Laboratories Diagnostic Divi- and isabout the same &9 footers our Pursuit 2570 Offshoredry-
sion. We moved up to an Ericsonwith the current measuring sysstacked nearby at the Yacht Basin,
34 made by Pacific Seacraft whiciem. She is 43' overall includ-both on Lake Macatawa near Hol-
was a great sailboat for Lakeng bow pulpit and swim platformland State ParkWe spendwveeks
Michigan. In both the S2 andand is powered with twin Cum-at a time in the summertime living
continued on page 5
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