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AWARD WINNERS 

Phil Arcuni is the D-8 Chapman 
Award winner for 2009. He is now 

competing for the  
National Chapman Award 
 as the top teacher in the 

 United States Power Squadrons. 
Congratulations, Phil!  

 
Tim Bergin has been awarded a  

Certificate of 
Proficiency in education. He has achieved 

the rank of Advanced Pilot and has  
taken at least 3 elective courses.  

Congratulations to Tim! 
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 View From The Bridge 

Cdr Randy McDonald, JN 

SQUADRON 
 OFFICERS 

 

COMMANDER 
Cdr Randal McDonald, JN 
20973 Seventh Ave W 
Cudjoe Key, FL 33042    305-744-0622 
randalmcdonald@earthlink.net 
 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
Lt/C Deborah Drake, S 
172 E. Cahill Ct.                        305-872-2332 
Big Pine Key, FL 33043-3305  
deborahdrake@hotmail.com 
 

EDUCATION OFFICER 
Lt/C Joseph J. Fadlovich, AP 
3705 Poinciana St. 
Big Pine Key, FL 33043     305-872-7173 
fadlovij@bellsouth.net 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 
Lt/C Marvin  Halldorson, N 
163 Blackbeard Rd.       305-872-1968 
Little Torch Key, FL 33042-5539 
Bud_halldorson@msn.com 
  
SECRETARY 
Lt/C Jill Wagner 
PO Box 421217 
Summerland Key, FL  33042      305-745-8689 
mainjilly@juno.com 
 

TREASURER 
D/Lt/C John Belkengren, AP 
1415 Truman Ave 
Key West, FL 33040                  305-296-2060 
Johnbelk@earthlink.net   
 

EDITOR 
P/C Jan Rohde, AP 
PO Box 420485 
Summerland Key, FL 33042       305-745-9195 
captjan@bellsouth.net 
 
The Conch Skipper is published eleven times 
annually (with the exception of July) by the Key 
West Sail & Power Squadron, PO Box 5, Key West 
FL, 33041. All articles appearing in this paper are 
assumed to represent the opinion of the author and 
are not to be considered as reflecting the policy of 
the USPS or the SQUADRON unless so designated. 

Greetings Squadron mates!  Ahhh, 
the weather is cooling and we are no 
longer hiding in our air conditioned 
homes. Our friends from the North 
are returning and the social season 
is in full force. Isn’t life great here 
in the Keys? Let’s get out on the 
water and enjoy the great boating 
opportunities we have here in Para-
dise! 
 

This month I will discuss the department of the Secretary. The 
Secretary is the last of the Bridge Officers that I will present. 
Like all of the other bridge officers, the Secretary holds the 
rank of Lieutenant Commander (abbreviated:  Lt/C). The Sec-
retary keeps all minutes and attendance records of Executive 
Committee meetings as well as an up-to-date record of all 
members. He or she takes care of Squadron correspondence. 
Our current Secretary is Jill Wagner. From New Hampshire, 
Jill attained a BS degree from the University of New Hamp-
shire. She and Mike owned a business and she has done some 
teaching in many places including Cartagena, Columbia. Jill 
started boating with a 22 foot sailboat in Maine in 1986. Upon 
moving to the Keys in 1995 she quickly joined the Key West 
Sail and Power Squadron. Jill has two grown children with 
families, one in Vermont and the other in Wyoming, and two 
grand children. 
 

There are many helpers in the department of the Secretary:  
The newsletter editor and staff (Jan Rohde & Phil Arcuni), 
Advertising in the newsletter (Dan Probert), Roster Chairman 
(Phil Arcuni), the Telephone Committee Chairman (Peggy 
Jent), the Historian (Lois Arcuni), the Photographer (Jan 
Rohde), the Information Technology Chairman (Phil Arcuni), 
the Web Master (Joan Wallin), the Photo Album Chairman 
(Jan Rohde), and the Sunshine Officer (Lois Arcuni.)  Say 
thanks to all of these volunteers for the work that they do for 
us. 
 

As always, feel free to contact me with suggestions, ideas, 
criticisms, complaints, and offers of help at any time. My 
email is:  randalmcdonald@earthlink.net  and my phone is:  
587-0690. 
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Full Moon Raft-Up 
See page 10 

Sunset 
1800 

Work Party 
1730 

Executive Meeting 
1900 

Daylight Savings Ends Election Day 

Thanksgiving Day 

Fish Fry 
See Page 11 

Tarpon Belly  
Raft-Up 

See Page 10 
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Full Moon Raft-Up 
See page 10 

Sunset 
1800 

Work Party 
1730 

Executive Meeting 
1900 

Lighted Boat Parade 
Hanukkah Begins 

New Year’s Eve 
Blue Moon 

First Day of Winter 

Christmas Party 
See Page  

Christmas 

Inland 
Navigation 
OTW Trng 
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      We’d like to recognize our 
members’ educational accom-
plishments.  Deborah Drake, 
Judy Maslowski and Jens Niel-
sen have successfully com-
pleted Piloting this past sum-
mer.  Nice work.  Thank you 
instructors Randy McDonald, 
Tim Bergin and Mark Sullivan for a job well 
done. 
 Tim Bergin received the educational profi-
ciency award at the District Eight Fall Confer-
ence.  This award is given to members complet-
ing a grade level of at least Advanced Piloting 
and three elective courses.  Congratulations 
Tim. 
 Phil Arcuni was also honored at the District 
Eight Fall Conference.  He is the D-8 Chapman 
Award nominee at the USPS national confer-
ence.  Congratulations and good luck Phil.   
    Boat Operators Certification (BOC): 
    An Overview 
This is a new program being designed by 
USPS.  With the Boat Operator's Certification 
Program, USPS will certify USPS members at 
various levels of recreational, on-the-water boat-
ing proficiency.  USPS expects that these certifi-
cations will be recognized across the boating 
community, both domestically and internation-
ally.  In the United States, The United States 
Coast Guard (USCG) has asked congress to 
authorize the Transportation Secretary to estab-
lish requirements for standards of proficiency for 
recreational boaters.  USPS intends to have 
USPS certification accepted as that proof of 
competence and be accepted as the national 
certificate for the USA. 
      Regarding international recognition, The 
USPS plan is to have certain USPS certifica-
tions meet or exceed the requirements of UN 
Resolution 40, International Certificate for the 
Operation of Pleasure Craft.  Under this resolu-
tion, boaters holding national certificates will be 
able to obtain international certification, much 
like licensed drivers can obtain international 
drivers licenses. 

USPS currently plans four levels of Boat  
Operator Certification: 
   Inland Navigator 
   Coastal Navigator 
   Advanced Coastal Navigator 
   Offshore Navigator 
        The Inland Navigator segment is operational 
and our squadron will begin on-the-water certifi-
cation on Saturday November 14th. Below is an 
outline of Inland Navigator (IN) requirements. 
Anyone interested in obtaining certification 
should contact me for further information.   

Inland Navigator (IN) Requirements: 
Courses 
NASBLA approved safe boating course 
Seamanship (or S 101 and S 102) 
Engine Maintenance (EM) 
Marine Electronics or Marine Electrical Systems  
 Or ME 101 
Seminars 
How to Use a Chart (CHT) (or Piloting, or Chart  
 Smart or Boating) 
Onboard Weather Forecasting (WF) or Weather 
  course or Weather Modules 
Using GPS (GPS) or the new P or AP course 
VHF Radio & VHF/DSC Marine Radio(or ME102 
  or Marine Communications Systems) 
2 additional seminars or 1 additional course 
Skills 
BPH - Basic Powerboat Handling skill demon-

stration or US Sailing Safe Power-
boat Handling on-the-water pro-
gram 

FE - Use of Fire Extinguishers 

 
(continued page 12) 
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OCTOBER SUNSET 
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$5.50 Max Value. Not valid with any other offers or   discounts.  
One per person per visit. One drink of equal or les ser value. 
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CHRISTMAS PARTY   
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Send checks to Deborah Drake, 172 E. Cahill Ct., Bi g Pine Key, FL 33043 (872-2332) 

Please reserve places for _______ people at the Christmas Party  
@ $47.50 per person 

 

Enclosed is my check for -$_____________ made out t o KWSPS. 
 
 

Names:_____________________________________________ _ 
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FULL MOON RAFT-UP  

 Monday 2 November 
Wednesday 2 December 
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XO Deborah Drake, S 

TARPON BELLY RENDEZVOUS 
Saturday 7 November  

1000 (10:00am) 
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FISH FRY 
  Date: Sunday15 November 
  Time: Social at 1400 (2:00 pm) 
   Dining at 1500 (3:00 pm) 
  Cost:  $15.00 per person   

 

Wear your best fish eating dress and come for a great time &  
outstanding food! 

Since all food is purchased ahead,  
please send in your check made payable to KWSPS by  

Monday 9 November  
to Judy Maslowski, 612 Blackbeard Rd., Little Torch Key, FL 33042 

 
 
NAME: ______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Number @ $15.00 each _________________________________________ 
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GOT YOURS? 

If not, call Bill Gillette @ 296-2060 today to 
schedule 

your free safety inspection! 
 

 

(cont from page 5) 

Optional Endorsements 
IW - Inland Waterways (Navigating Rivers, 
 Dams and Locks seminar) 
PAD - Paddle craft (canoes and kayaks) -  
 Paddle Smart seminar 
SA - Sailboating (or Sail or Sail Modules) 
Note: The optional SA endorsement is required to be 
IN certified to operate a sailboat. The    optional PAD 
endorsement is required to be IN certified to operate 
a paddle craft. 

For complete information on BOC go to: 
http://www.usps.org/national/eddept/boc/main.htm 

;������������
�.�

If you need additional information on using your VHF 
radio you may want to take the US Power Squadron 
course on using the VHF radio.  That course is held 
from time to time and could be just the safety infor-
mation that you would need in an emergency.Or if 
you need to improve you VHF radio skills you may 
want to consider attending the next Power Squadron 
class on Seamanship.  The next class is scheduled 
for 18 January 2010.  You can sign up on the signup 
sheets at the Power Squadron’s training board or by 
calling the Squadron Education Officer, Joe Fad-
lovich, at 872-7173. 
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SUNSETS 
Friday 13 November @ 1800 (6:00pm) 
Friday 11 December @ 1800 (6:00pm) 

 
This use of our Squadron Building is probably 
the most successful event for our membership 
as we get to socialize in a nice "cool" building, 
and also enjoy a beautiful Key West sunset. 
This informal gathering, where members can 
talk, relax, and enjoy each others’ company in a 
tranquil atmosphere, is the perfect way to spend 
an evening together and share one of Key 
West's treasures. And the sunsets have been 
breath taking! 
 

Due to an increasing number of members work-
ing, we will be having special social time until 
1830, then the hors d’oeuvres will be served. 
 

For those new to the Squadron, we each bring 
an hors d'oeuvre to share. The dress is always 
Key West casual, so dress comfortably and 
relax.  
 

Come help us celebrate,  meet our new  
members, and see old  friends.  

USPS Web Pg: http://www.usps.org 
Key West Web Pg: http://www.usps.org/localusps/keywest 

Conch Skipper 
Key West Sail & Power Squadron 
P.O. Box 5 
Key West, FL 33041 
 
Phone: (305) 294-0096 

BUILDING CLEAN-UP 
Monday 9 November @ 1730 (5:30pm) 
Monday 14 December @ 1730 (5:30pm) 

 
Our squadron building is our biggest asset, and 
we are totally responsible for its care. Come 
help us keep our NEW walls & floor clean & 
shining!  
 
The time will be 1730 (5:30 PM). We will order 
in some pizza for when we are done. This will 
also give those who are not on the Executive 
Committee an opportunity to stay, see, hear and 
contribute to the workings of your  Squadron. 
See you there! 
 

 

Help Wanted!! 


