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                     Commander’s Message 

WELCOME 2009    

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO 

ALL  

I  hope that everyone has 

enjoyed the holidays, I 

know that 

I did.  I 

am very 

thankful 

that as 

bleak as 

the recent 

economic 

conditions have been, Santa 

was good to my family. I 

love ringing in the New Year 

with friends and family.   

Speaking of the New Year I 

thought we should make some 

SQUADRON NEW YEAR’S 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Attend the Kingsway Bowl-

ing night on Friday January 

16th 2009 at Laurel Lanes. 

Make sure to call Bill Nel-

son (856-340-2412) for your 

reservations for the Foun-

ders Day dinner at the Crab 

Trap on February 19th 2009. 

Call Clarence Cramer and 

sign up to take a course. Tell 

him which classes you 

want to take. 

Attend the March meet-

ing to see just what the 

new USPS University 

seminars are really like. 

Ask a Squadron officer 

or committee chairman if 

he could use some help. 

Then give some HELP! 

Get an idea for a fun 

event (how about we all 

go to the boat show to-

gether) then HELP Bill  

L ake Powell's major 

houseboat vendor said it 

would retrofit the generators 

on about 50 houseboats after 

finding a design flaw that 

may have contributed to a 

carbon monoxide-related 

death this summer, according 

to federal documents.  And 

Aramark, which also pro-

vides most other services at 

the lake, bought as many as 

1,000 household carbon mon-

oxide alarms and installed 

them in houseboats, though 

the alarms were not intended 

for marine use, documents 

say.  

Investigators from the Na-

tional Park Service and the 

U.S. Coast Guard discovered 
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the design and alarm issues 

after the June death of Glenn 

Howeth, 62, of Winslow, 

Ariz.  

Howeth and seven family 

members were aboard a 

houseboat, rented from 

Aramark and tied in a bay on 

the Utah side of Lake Powell, 

when they began experienc-

ing symptoms of carbon 

monoxide poisoning. Howeth 

suffered a heart attack, be-

lieved to have been induced 

by the poisoning, while car-

bon monoxide sickened the 

others.  

Park Service reports say 

rangers do not know how 

carbon monoxide entered the 

boat -- that someone may 

have left open a window or 

the high concentration of 

gases may have simply pene-

trated the boat. 

But the source of the carbon 

monoxide was the exhaust 

system on the boat's genera-

tor, according to the Park 

Service and Coast Guard.  

The four-cylinder, gasoline-

powered generators on house-

boats suck lake water to cool 

their motors. On the Howeth 

boat, water flowed from the 

motor compartment to a sepa-

rator, which kept it in one 

compartment and sent fuel 

exhaust to another. The water  

Exhaust Design Flaw Cited in CO Boat Death  

[Design Flaw p. 2] 
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spewed out through a submerged drain 

between the pontoons, while the ex-

haust was supposed to be blown out a 

stack above the boat. 

Investigators for the Park Service and 

the Coast Guard found the boat's ex-

haust line was too long and had too 

many bends, which created resistance 

and prevented exhaust from escaping 

through the stack. Instead, according 

to federal documents, the exhaust was 

expelled through the water drain be-

neath the cabin. 

When park service rangers investigat-

ing the Howeth poisonings started the 

houseboat's generator, according to 

documents, they "heard a loud bub-

bling" in the water under the boat.  "It 

was obvious the generators's exhaust 

system was malfunctioning and caus-

ing carbon monoxide gas to be dis-

charged into the tunnel area beneath 

[the] bow deck between the pon-

toons," a Park Service report says.  

Park service rangers were later told 

Aramark mechanics were testing other 

Lake Powell houseboats with similar 

exhaust systems. A ranger reported the 

mechanics were finding exhaust vent-

ing out those water drains, too, and a 

hazardous level of more than 600 parts 

per million of carbon monoxide was 

accumulating under the boats.  

The Salt Lake Tribune obtained the 

reports and others related to the 

Howeth case in requests under the 

Freedom Of Information Act. 

An Aramark spokesman on Thursday 

declined to answer questions, saying 

the company is still investigating what 

happened in the Howeth case.  

The 75-foot houseboat rented by the 

Howeths was manufactured in 2006 

by Twin Anchors of British Columbia. 

A Coast Guard report said Twin An-

chors installed the exhaust system 

without consulting the company who 

manufactured the parts.  

In an interview Wednesday, James A. 

Riddle, an attorney for Twin Anchors, 

said his clients do not yet concur with 

 

Nelson, our Administrative Office, 

make it happen.  (See trip info for 

Atlantic City Boat Show in this 

issue on p.3.) 

Be sure to make your reservations 

for the Kingsway’s new members 

picnic at Campbell’s Field to 

watch the River Sharks play ball. 

Join in the fun and share that fun 

with the people who love boating 

fun just like you do. 

If you are RE-

SOLVED TO 

HAVE FUN give me 

a call and you can 

help everyone have 

some fun.  609-922-

6090      

Jeff Stevens 

the findings of the Park Service and 

Coast Guard.  

"We have not concluded there was a 

malfunction in any way," Riddle said.  

Riddle said more investigation is 

needed and may lead to different con-

clusions. Riddle said he did not know 

if exhaust systems like the one aboard 

the Howeth boat were installed on 

houseboats elsewhere in the United 

States and Canada.  

The Coast Guard recommended 

changes to the generators' exhaust 

systems: removing the slack from the 

exhaust lines, placing the water drain 

outside the pontoons so any gas could 

more easily dissipate and adding ven-

tilation from the generator compart-

ment to the outside.  

A separate park service report from 

mid-July said Aramark would follow 

the suggestions to eliminate exhaust 

escaping through the drain. About 50 

boats had exhaust systems similar to 

the Howeth boat, according to docu-

ments, and Aramark planned to alter 

the systems as replacement parts ar-

rived and renters returned the house-

boats to the docks.  

Aramark did the right thing by chang-

ing the designs and deserves credit, 

said Kiko Villalon, a boating consult-

ant who investigates accidents for the 

Coast Guard and wrote one of the re-

ports on the Howeth poisonings. 

"Leaving it like it was could have put 

other lives in jeopardy," Villalon said 

in an interview.  

Then on Oct. 1, a representative affili-

ated with carbon monoxide alarm 

manufacturer Pro-Tech-Safety called 

the park service, pointing out its 

alarms were designed for residential 

use. The park service report said 

Aramark bought as many as 1,000 Pro

-Tech model carbon monoxide 

alarms,identical to an alarm found on 

the Howeth boat, for use at Lake Pow-

ell, but the alarms are intended for 

"ordinary indoor locations of family 

living units."  

Remember 

Friday, January 16th 

(our monthly meeting) 

Laurel Bowling Alley 

2825 Route 73 South 

Maple Shade, NJ 

[between intersections of Rte 38 and 

Rte 295] 

Pizza 

Soft Drinks ð Shoe Rental  

Hours 6:30 to 8:30 pm 

$14.00/person 

RSVP NOW to Bill Nelson 

lighthouse6@comcast.net 

856-340-2412 

[Design Flaw] 
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course every day of your life on or off 

the water.  Contact Ken Stevens, the 

instructor (kstevens49@comcast.net; 

phone at 856 273-5816) or SEO,  

Clarence W. Cramer 

(cwcramer@comcast.net; phone at 

609 261-1755) to sign-up.  

Starting this year, all those who boat 

in NJ waters must have completed the 

required Public Boating course and 

passed the NJ exam to be qualified.  

We will offer the USPS Public Boat-

ing course in February at the Burling- 

ton County Institute of Technology’s 

Westampton campus. Pass the word 

along to your friends. If they intend to 

do any boating this coming year, they 

must be certified and this is their 

chance to take the best boating course  

offered in NJ. The cost is $75 and reg-

istration is being handled by Drew 

Stanwyck (stanwyck@comcast.net; 

phone at 856 489-1663). 

Looking ahead, we are planning to of-

fer the GPS seminar course on a Thurs-

day evening in April or early May.  It is 

a single three-hour session and Power 

Point presentation conducted by  

Pat Cunningham 

(hawsingham@comcast.net; 856 858-

2036) 

Anyone interested in taking any of the 

various courses offered by USPS or 

who has any comments on the subject 

of education should please contact the 

Squadron SEO, Clarence W. Cramer 

(cwcramer@comcast.net; phone at 609 

261-1755) or Assistant SEO   Ron Forst 

(forstjuro@aol.com; 856 764-1789). 

A  great group of students has fin-

ished the Piloting course and is 

anxious to continue with the Ad-

vanced Piloting (AP) sessions that will 

begin March 9, 2009.  Pat Cunning-

ham (hawsingham@comcast.net; 856 

858-2036) will be teaching this excel-

lent course. Anyone who boats on the 

Jersey coast or tidal rivers & bays and 

who has passed the Piloting course 

should definitely consider expanding 

their knowledge through AP.  

USPS National has released a brand 

new Weather course and we’re look-

ing for enthusiastic students who are 

interested in taking the best course 

offered by USPS.  Weather applies to 

all of us and you’ll be able to apply 

the knowledge you gain from this 

 Education Department News 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

An attached user manual for the Pro-

Tech alarms refers only to use in resi-

dences. Marine certified carbon mon-

oxide alarms, which are similar to 

residential alarms but are water tight 

and resistant to vibration, were found 

elsewhere in the Howeth's boat.  

None of the carbon monoxide alarms 

sounded the night the family was 

poisoned, according to witnesses and 

audio recordings.  

Phil Cappel, chief of the Coast 

Guard's recreational boating product 

assurance branch, said a marine-

certified alarm may not have been nec-

essary on the interior of a houseboat, 

where an alarm would not be exposed 

to the splashing or bouncing common 

to other boats.  

"On a houseboat, most carbon monox-

ide detectors would work as long as 

you" follow the manufacturers instruc-

tions, Cappel said.  

Cappel still recommends using marine-

certified carbon monoxide alarms on 

boats but said the Coast Guard does not 

regulate the alarms' usage 

In its reports, the park service did not 

suggest changing the alarms used on 

Aramark's boats. Max King, a spokes-

man for the park service at Glen Can-

yon National Recreation Area, which 

includes Lake Powell, said rangers 

there are investigating the effective-

ness of carbon monoxide alarms and 

whether marine-certified alarms 

should be installed on houseboats.  

 

By Nate Carlisle 

The Salt Lake Tribune 
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Adults: $15    

Youth (ages 13-15): $8  

Children (12 and younger): FREE when accompanied by an adult  

Special Two-Day Ticket: $25  

Wednesday, February 4, 11:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.  

Thursday, February 5, 11:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.  

Friday, February 6, 11:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.  

Saturday, February 7, 10:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.  

Sunday, February 8, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Letôs Go ð Why not take the train to the Atlantic City Boat Show?       

Atlantic City Convention Center  

—————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

Take the NJ Transit Atlantic City train from Cherry Hill or Lindenwold right into the Convention Center & Show 

Lv. Cherry Hill @ 0926, 1226, 1413, & 1714 every day.  Also 1047 on Sat & Sun.   Lv. Lindenwold 10 minutes later.  

 For more train schedule info:   http://www.njtransit.com/sf/sf_servlet.srv?hdnPageAction=TrainSchedulesTo 

mailto:kstevens49@comcast.net
mailto:cwcramer@comcast.net
mailto:stanwyck@comcast.net
mailto:hawsingham@comcast.net
mailto:cwcramer@comcast.net
mailto:forstjuro@aol.com
mailto:hawsingham@comcast.net
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Weôre on the web  

http://www.usps.org/kingsway    

Return Address 

651 Pine Valley Court 

Egg Harbor City, NJ  08215 

Jan 15, 
2009  

Weathervane Deadline 

Jan 16, 
2009  

General Meeting ð6:30 ótil 8:30 

 

 

 

 

 

Laurel Bowling Alley 

2825 Route 73 South 

Maple Shade, NJ 

[between intersections  

of Rte 38 and Rte 295] 

Feb 4 ð8 Atlantic City Intôl Powerboat Show 

Atlantic City Convention Center  

[See p. 3 for schedule.]  

Feb 15  Weathervane Deadline  

Feb 19  Founders Day Meeting  

The Crab Trap  

North Park Drive  

Pennsauken, NJ  (on Cooper River)  

Mar 15  Weathervane Deadline  

Mar 19  General Meeting Location TBA  

Apr 15  Weathervane Deadline  

Apr 16  Change of Watch Meeting  

Jun 25 

 (Thu Eve.) 

New Members Picnic  

Campbellôs Field  Camden NJ  

River Sharks Baseball  


