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The one manual boating couples really need

A long-time boater shares his advice on ways couples can effectively
communicate while onboard

By Alan Wendt
F irst-time boaters can be
overwhelmed by the
number of operating manuals
they receive on the day they
finally take delivery of their
new boat. The bigger the boat,
the thicker the briefcase,
which contains manuals that
explain everything from how
to wire a bilge pump, to in-
structions on how to set up
your onboard TV remote. The
manual that’s missing, how-
ever, is how the captain should
address the admiral (a.k.a. how

husbands and wives should
communicate).

“How strong is your mar-
riage?” The question lobbed
at me by the attractive blond
sprawled out on a beach
towel stopped me dead in the
sand. My wife and I were
wading ashore after providing
comic relief to those who
watched our fumbling at-
tempt at anchoring. Yes, this
was our first day of boating,
and, although neither of us
had served in the Navy, our
soon-to-be boating friends
would tell us months later

that we both delivered a
string of four letter words
that would’ve made a sailor
blush.

“Make sure you laugh on the
drive home”, was her parting
advice. Gayle would become
one of our closest boating
friends in the months ahead.
Her insight helped us create
the emotional bonds that hus-
bands and wives need to
smooth over the metaphoric,
storm-tossed seas that boat-
ing marriages weather.

[Couples p.2]

w ¥ w Commander’'s Message

]ust as I sit and ponder the
notion that the cold winds
will soon give way to the
warm gentle breezes of
spring, | WAKE UP and real-
ize the stupid groundhog pre-
dicted six
more
weeks of
winter and
even if we
had an
early
spring I’'m
not ready for it. I’'m still try-
ing to get the winter projects

done before I need to get started
on the boats.

How do we get everything done?

I guess we prioritize and then go
to the top of the list or go to the
squeakiest wheel, I don’t squeak

well but I will ask a special favor

of each of you. Could you move
the March 19" general member-
ship meeting at the Stevens of-
fice to the TOP of your list? We
have a slate of new bridge offi-
cers that need to be elected and
you can help do that. We’ll also
have a terrific guest speaker —
Capt. Russ Cohen from Boat

Boy Marine Services. (See p
4 for details.)

If you’re really looking for
some fun plan to come to
Ocean City MD for the Dis-
trict 5 Spring Conference and
join Kim and I as well as
several other Kingsway
members for a great time on
March 27",28" and 29", If
you can’t make the district
change of watch let’s not
forget Kingsway’s change of
watch on April 16™ at the
Ramblewood Country Club.

[Message p.3]
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better anticipate the challenges of wind,
tide and how the boat moves in re-
sponse to throttle changes. Besides, her
basic survival instinct wants reassur-
ance that if he bumps his head, she’ll
know how to return to land.

That first weekend, neither one of us
said a word on the hour-long drive
home. By the second weekend, we
managed to find a chuckle at the half-
way point. The third week we said our
apologies before we left the marina.
By the way, that was 20 years ago; we
are still boating and have raised two
children on the water, now adults, who
also share the water gene.

Aside from the mechanics, we learned
that a good rehearsal was also the key
to solid teamwork. From launching or
casting off lines at the dock to planning
what to do in the event we run out of
gas (not that I would ever admit to such
an oversight), rehearsing your steps
verbally as a team makes you better
prepared to work in sync.

Aside from laughter, nothing beats a
good teacher. Find a boat dealer who
offers hands-on learning for both the
husband and the wife, and not neces-
sarily at the
same time.
Generally, hus-
bands make
lousy instruc-
tors because
they yell and
hog the wheel. Over two decades,
we’ve observed that women , when
properly taught, are better at docking
than men. They are patient and not
afraid to pull back and try an ap-
proach again, whereas men will mus-
cle the boat into a slip. That’s why
they invented rub rails, right?

Take turns at the helm. It’s her boat
too. Couples that split helm time find
a new respect for each other and can

Now the good part: Boats force you to

spend time together. You’re in close
quarters; it’s easy to make eye contact.
Away from the distractions of home
and work, you’re more likely to talk
with each other. Marriage counselors
say this basic intimacy leads to real
intimacy. Cue the music for “The Love
Boat”

Use the winter to jointly plan summer
boating trips. Your boat offers mini-
vacations, an escape every weekend.
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Choose Green Products: Look for the EPA-certified
“Design for the Environment” DfE label, which assures
you that the product has minimal environmental impact
and is safer for the person using it.

Use The Right Prop: Use a prop with the right pitch so
your engine reaches its designed wide-open-throttle RPM.
An adjustable-pitch propeller allows you to dial in the op-
timum pitch angle in single degrees. Modular props, let
you swap props while keeping the same hub.

Dondt P uslistall Wd diseetrim tabs or hydrofoils.
Most planing powerboats can improve hole-shot accelera-
tion or reduce fuel consumption with properly adjusted
trim tabs and hydrofoils. Keeping on a plane at lower en-
gine RPMs can extend your range and reduce your time on
passages.

Green Boating Tips
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Boaters are pretty social and shared din-
ner parties or cocktails are a rich tradition.
So you don’t even have to leave the dock
to enjoy the boat. With low cost business
cards you can print at home, create a card
with your contact information and boat
name to share with new boating acquaint-
ances. It could be Gayle calling to say
“We’re going to the Seafood Shack for
Sunday brunch. Come join us. Meet you
on VHF channel 72.”

Visit DiscoverBoating.com to learn more

about some of the great rewards boating

offers families. This online resource is

constantly updated with new boating ac-

tivities, destinations and resources to help
your decision-

™ making process.
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Reprinted with
permission of the
author. Alan Wendlt is editor of Marine
CEO magazine. His article appeared in
the Discover Boating Show Directory &
Boaterds Guide for
national Power Boat Show February 40

8, 2009. Discover Boating is sponsored
by NMMA, the National Marine Manufac-
turers Association.

Take a worthwhile visit to their web-site

http://www.discoverboating.com/

Keep The Bilge Clean: Avoid the accidental discharge of oily
water by using a sorbent in each bilge area. Consider a bioreme-
diation product designed to convert hydrocarbons into safe com-

Retire That 2-Stroke Outboard: Although it may be possible
to get a few more years out of your old-technology outboard,
you’ll be much happier with the reduced noise, fumes, fuel con-
sumption, and pollution of a modern injected four-stroke out-
board. For an even quieter ride, try an electric outboard.
Recycle your Lead-Acid Batteries: 12V batteries are among
the most recycled products in the world.

Prevent Fuel Spills: Use or install a device to prevent over-
board discharges from your tank vent.

Recycle Your Monofilament Fishing Line. If your harbor
doesn’t have a recycling location, see the website
www.fishinglinerecycling.org
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Education Department News

23 April at 1900 hours at the Stevens Anyone interested in any USPS courses
Real Estate building 365C New Al- should contact me at phone: 609-261-
bany Road, Moorestown, NJ Thisisa 1755 or by e-mail at

A one day Public Boating Course will 1€ evening Power Point presentation cwcramer@comcast,net.

be conducted in late April or early with a student manual/work book. We

May are offering this to the membership Clarence W. Cramer SEO

A GPS Seminar will be conducted on  20d the general public. Cost is $25 for
members and $45 for non-members.
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IMPORTANT & This your LAST ISSUE delivered by U.S. Mail unless . . .
YOU expressly request it! The Executive Committee approved going GREEN with The Weathervane. We are now end-
ing regular U.S. Mail delivery. Starting April 1, monthly editions will be delivered via e-mail and will always be avail-
able on our web site — www.usps.org/kingsway/news/news.htm

The Weather course and the 7 week
Public Boating Course are both in
progress.

To request continued U.S. Mail delivery or to confirm your e-mail address please call Al
Stoughton at 609.965.1663 or 609.230.8735. You can also reach him via e-mail at
alstoughton@comcast.net or by US Mail to 651 Pine Valley Court, Egg Harbor City, NJ
08215.

terest and Bridge member e-mail. It will also be easier to expand, add pages and experiment with
on-line interaction and replies like surveys, forms, reservations, course registration and the like.
And remember, your ideas, stories, features and pictures are always welcome

NE.WS As we move to a more complete electronic format we will include direct links to web sites of in-
_-f'ﬂf
e

Message Best Chance for Boaters

If you didn’t make the Founders Day Most states now have mandatory boat- either not aware of their state laws
dinner at the Lobster Trap, you ing safety course laws, and statistics regarding mandatory boating educa-
missed a great time, good food and reveal that they are saving many lives. tion/safety courses, or who have pro-
good company. See ya next time. In 1974, with approximately six million  crastinated and need to take a course
Please take careful notice of the an- pleasure boats registered in the United to meet legal requirements and to en-
nouncement on this page that the States, there were 1754 deaths. By sure the safety of their families.
Weathervane is going to all elec- 2005, boat registrations had doubled to Education Fatalities
tronic distribution starting next approximately thirteen million, but
month. So if you want to continue deaths had dropped to 701, and con- USPS 1
etting the Weathervane be sure Al tinue to drop. According to the latest .
%toug%ton has your current e-mail 2007 Coast Guard statistics, United CG Auxiliary 12
address. Or give him a call and tell States Power Squadrons (USPS) taught State 24

courses, by far, had the best record with
only one fatality of the 683 reported. Informal 21
The next best record was that of the

him that you need to keep getting a
hard copy in the mail.

' In closing I want to extend a spe- Coast Guard Auxiliary with 12. See Other 34
01a1.thanks to .all those who keep the www.uscgboating.org. for breakdown. None 282
business qulpgsway Povyer Squad- Drowning still is the leading cause,
ron working like a well oiled ma- Unknown 309

because of boaters falling overboard
and not wearing a life jacket.

chine.

Completion of any of the courses taught
Jeff Stevens by USPS will satisfy local state’s edu-
cational requirements. There appears to
be a large number of boaters who are
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Upcoming Events

Mar 15 Weathervane Deadline
Mar 19 General Meeting 0 1930 hours
Stevens Real Estate
365C New Albany Road  Moorestown, NJ

VOTE at this Meeting
Bridge Nominations 2009 0 2010

Commander_: William Nelson

Executive Officer: Jeffrey Stevens

Educational Officer: Clarence Cramer

Administrative Officer: Bradley Humphrey

Secretary:  Pennington Hess
Treasurer:  Megan Humphrey

Special Guest Speaker
Capt. Russ Cohen, Founder & President

ATBOY

MARINE TRAINING

|l District
o 5

Weathervane Deadline
Change of Watch Meeting
Ramblewood Country Club

GPS Seminar 1830 hours
Instructor: Pat Cunningham
Stevens Real Estate
365C New Albany Road
Moorestown, NJ

Weathervane Deadline
Weathervane Deadline

New Members Picnic
Campbell 6s Field
River Sharks Baseball




