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Diary:  D5  Cruise and Rendezvous 

by Penn Hess 

[Message p.3] 

W here did the summer 

GO?  Labor Day 

weekend is around the corner 

-- ñYIKESò.  The last of the 

summer 

boating 

holidays is 

upon us.  

I, for one, 

intend to 

fight the 

urge to 

consider putting the boat 

away, and I only hope the 

September and October 

weekends stay warm and 

pleasant. 

We had 3 Kingsway boats 

attend the Summer Rendez-

vous in Baltimore, MD.  

Belle Linda, Sea Paws and 

Real Escape helped fill the 

marina and represent 

Kingsway on a slightly warm 

(HOT) but really fun week-

end.   

Kingsway was also repre-

sented in the District Naviga-

tion Contest by Sea Paws, 

with a crew of several first-

time participants.  L/C Bill 

Nelson was at the helm with 

Leslie Nelson and Kim Ste-

vens as timekeepers and 

lookout.  We had a respect-

able 8th place showing, and 

the crew learned all the words 

to the theme song for Gilli-

ganôs Island.  (Next time you 

see Bill, ask him how much 

fun he had). 

As we head into fall and the 

boats are put away, please  

F or the past several years 
Linda and I have tried to 

make at least one trip a sum-
mer from our slip on the 
Delaware into the Chesa-
peake Bay.  Sometimes it was 
only as far as Chesapeake 
City, last year and the year 
before we ventured as far 
south as Leeds Creek in Tu-

nis Mills  

Our usual itinerary is ar-

ranged so that we travel no 

more than 60 miles a day and 

stay in a marina each night.  

This gives me a chance to 

recover and we get to meet 

some nice folks at the mari-

nas.  Hanging out at Tunis 

Mills with squadron friends 

was really enjoyable and I 

began to wonder what a dis-

trict wide cruise and rendez-

vous would be like.   

Then I learned that the dis-

trict Summer Council and 

Rendezvous would be in Bal-

timore this year.  Could we 

take the time away from our 

responsibilities?  Would we 

find a new boat in time to 

take it?  Could we stand an-

other trip past Bulkhead 

Shoal on Belle Linda?  Gas 

prices?  Let's go.  Let's not.  

We should.  We shouldn't.  

Its getting late. We need to 

decide.    

OK, why not? We'll see if we 

can do the last stop of the 

cruise and then the rendez-

vous.  Delran to Delaware 

City, then Worton Creek, 

meet the cruise at Pleasure 

Cove on Bodkin Creek for 

two nights, then into Balti-

more for four nights. The 

Delaware River lived up to 

our expectations.  Worton 

Creek is beautiful and so 

peaceful that it is hard to be-

lieve that you are in the 

northeastern megalopolis.  

Fish making ripples on the 

glass smooth water.  Birds 

having their own seafood 

buffet.  Interesting general 

and ship store in the marina.   

On the way to Bodkin Creek, 

we started hearing traffic on 

VHF channel 69.  It was the 

southbound cruise coming up 

from Annapolis.  
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P a g e  2  T h e  W e a t h e r v a n e  

A  movement is underway to turn 

the ubiquitous cell phone into a 

source of information for paramedics 

and other emergency personnel re-

sponding to accidents, crimes and 

disasters. 

A British paramedic came up with 

the idea of asking cell phone users to 

input an entry into their cellular 

phonebook called ICE for "in case of 

emergency." 

Accompany-

ing that acro-

nym would 

be the name 

and phone 

numbers of 

the person who should be called if 

something has happened to the owner 

of the phone. 

The ICE campaign was launched in 

Britain but people really started pay-

ing attention after the  terrorist 

bombings in London that killed 56 

and injured hundreds. 

Bob Brotchie, a Cambridge-based 

paramedic for 13 years, says he has 

responded to many accidents in 

which the injured person carried no 

information about next of kin or 

emergency contacts. This makes it 

difficult for paramedics because they 

don't know the patient's medical his-

tory or allergies, he says.  

Now paramedics in the USA want to 

encourage ICE usage by Americans. 

"I certainly think it can help," says 

Matthew Levy of the International 

Association of EMTs and Paramed-

ics. "(We are) hoping that we can get 

people excited." And word is spread-

ing in the USA via news reports and 

word of mouth. 

Linda Huntress of Meredith, N.H., 

received an e-mail about ICE that she 

forwarded to her friends and family. 

She programmed ICE into her phone, 

noting that it's better than other forms 

of identification because women 

sometimes go out without a purse but 

bring their cell phones. 

"Basically, we have cell phones so 

that we have a way to reach help," 

she says. "I would want my family to 

know what happened to me." 

Got ICE ? From the 

conversations, we were only about half an 

hour behind the main contingent.  On the 

way up Bodkin Creek we were overtaken 

by a nice 37 foot Sea Ray flying a USPS 

ensign.  There were 13 boats in all at 

Bodkin Creek, one did not arrive until 

Wednesday due to a minor problem in 

Annapolis.  Seeing the younger members 

and children enjoying kayaking around 

the creek encouraged me about the future 

of USPS. 

Pleasure Cove Marina is in the process of 

being 

com-

pletely 

rebuilt.  

The 

docks 

are all 

brand 

new but 

they are 

fixed 

and looked a little high for Linda to get on 

and off the boat.  This was when we dis-

covered how great traveling with friends 

really is.  Whenever it looked like we 

were going to get on or off, there were 

several of the 35 friends reaching out to 

help!   

Tuesday night we took over the dock and 

had a cocktail and hors d'oeuvre party 

before dinner.  We forgot to tell everyone 

when we walked up to the restaurant.  

Imagine my concern when as we were 

leaving the restaurant, I saw the District 

Commander, Cruise Captain, and several 

others looking at Belle Linda, 

and knocking on the deck!  No 

one had seen us in a while and 

they were a bit concerned.  

Wednesday night everyone at-

tended a crab feast at the ma-

rina's restaurant, Props.  Along 

with the fine meal, the results of 

a running trivia contest were 

announced.  There was also an 

award for the boat traveling the 

farthest to participate.  Belle Linda lost on 

the technicality that Breezin' from Abse-

con Island had left her home slip on Me-

morial Day to get to the cruise.   

Thursday morning we took some group 

pictures with the marina owner and got 

underway for Baltimore's Inner Harbor.  

The plan was to rendezvous at Ft McHenry 

and enter the inner harbor in formation.  

Since Linda and I were on vacation, we 

decided to hang back and follow the group 

in.  The Inner Harbor Marina dock master 

had her hands full when VHF channel 69 

lit up with everyone calling in rapid suc-

cession for slip assignments.  A few non-

squadron transients also needing slips were 

not amused by the arrival of so many 

boats. 

As Thursday progressed more and more 

boats arrived flying the USPS 

ensign.  That night included a 

hamburger and hot dog party 

followed by a bring-your-favorite

-dessert contest.  As always there 

was a lot of catching up with 

friends.   

Friday evening Barbara and War-

ren Stevens hosted a dinner for 

the other Kingsway members.   

Saturday started with the squad-

ron commanders participating in the rais-

ing of the American flag over Ft McHenry.  

The next event on Saturday was the annual 

navigation contest.  Kingsway's Adminis-

trative Officer Bill Nelson entered Sea 

Paws with Commander Jeff Stevens show-

ing that he still knows how to navigate.  In 

addition to the navigational challenges, 

Mother Nature provided a strong wind 

blowing directly across the course.  The 

resulting beam seas had many people feel-

ing uneasy.  Saturday ended with a banquet 

under the tent on the dock.   

If you 

have 

never 

been part 

of a 

cruise 

with 

friends, 

you don't 

know 

what you 

are miss-

ing.  Friendly chat, coffee and donuts on a 

boat with friends, dinner on a friend's boat, 

help with dock lines, dessert and cocktails 

on the dock, new locations, the list just 

goes on and on.   

* * * * *  
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