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A View from the Bridge

Cdr Barbara J.
Ketchum, S
LRGV

Commander's Mes-
sage:

Well, here
it is in a nutshell,
the Holidays are
fast approaching,
more than | would
like to see it hap-
pen.

In October
we lost one of our
own Squadron
Members, Paul
Thompson Jr. He
served the Squad-
ron well, as our
Squadron Chap-
lain, and then he
became involved
with the wrong

kind of people, and
regretfully lost his
life. We will defi-
nitely miss him,
may he rest in
peace.
With the

year coming to a
fast end, we have so

many events sched-

uled, that it’s hard

to keep them

straight. For exam-

ple, on November
13-14, we finished
our Coop Charting
Event, which |
might add was very
successful. The 13th
we had 32 people
show up for our tail-
gate party, and on
the 14th we had 5
boats each one car-
rying 4-5 people,
and we accom-
plished a lot of
markings on the wa-
ter, that were not on
the charts, which
lead to a very inter-
esting day.

Coming De-

cember 5", we have

our annual Christmas
Party. However,
unlike last year, we
are going to start with
a tailgate party at the
public boat ramp. Af-
terwards we will go
ahead and watch the
lighted Christmas
Boat Parade on wa-
ter. The night before
however (December
4™), we have a parade
at South Padre Is-
land; down the Main
Street. Also, on De-
cember 10", we have
our Bridge Meeting,
followed by our
Nomination Recom-
mendations for the
upcoming Bridge Of-
ficers for 2010-2011.
January 16" is our
next dinner meeting
and Annual Meeting,
the place is still unde-
cided.

United States
Power Suadrons®
District 21
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Bridge 2008 -2009 Members at Large
Commander Barbara Ketchum, S Bruce Bauer

Executive Officer Sid Rouch, S Daniel Bauer
Educational Officer Peter P. Pranis, Jr., AP E. Karlene (Boo) Ewing
Administrative Officer Kenneth “Larry” Lewis, S Robert C. Ewing
Secretary Kathryn E. Polt, AP Martin S. Glore, S
Treasurer John B. Carey, Jr., JN James B. Palmquist, P
Asst SEO Gerardo Carrillo, P William A. Rutledge, AP

Gary S. Sollner

Auditing Committee /
Jacqueline M. Judah, P
(Chair)

James B. Palmquist, P

Nominating Committee

Kathryn E. Polt, AP (Chair)
Christine G. Rakestraw, AP
Martha (Boo Boo) Lewis, P
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Past Commander Paul Eugene Thompson Jr., AP
1 Junel947- 8 October 2009

Past commander, and advanced pilot; Paul E. Thomson, Jr. met life’s challenges with
uncommon courage. He was first diagnosed with polio at the age of three, in a time when po-
lio epidemics were regularly sweeping over America. Doctors informed his parents not to ex-
pect their son to live to see his seventh birthday. However, he managed to do just that, and
much more in spite of the polio’s lingering effects.

Paul was the first physically challenged Boy Scout in South Texas to earn Scouting’s
highest honor, “The order of the Eagle Scout”. The second and third highest scouting honors,
“The order of the Arrow” and the “God and Country Award”, were also Paul’s achievements.
In the course of Scouting Paul and his brother George, created and operated a home- based
chicken egg business. Again, for a merit badge, Paul got into bee keeping for home consump-
tion honey. He kept bees for many years after that. Finally, He remained associated with
Scouting for a long time as a troop advisor.

Paul was no slouch in school either. He graduated from Donna High School in 1966,
and later from The University of Texas Pan American in 1970 with a Bachelor’s Degree in
chemistry. He followed this up with a stint in the graduate school of chemistry at Southwest
Texas State University at San Marcos.

He returned to the Valley in 1971 to work with Texas A & M crew worm eradication
project which was based at Moore Field. Around 1980 Hel transferred to Weslaco’s U.S De-
partment of Agriculture research facility, where he worked as a chemist until his retirement in
2007,

During most of this time Paul was also very active in Donnas' First Christian Church-
Disciples of Christ, where he served as a church elder and on the church’s board for many
years. In addition, he served his church on the district and regional levels as well. In particu-
lar, his love of photography lead to his being a church historian, something he carried over to
his activities in the Lower Rio Grande Valley Power Squadron.

His musical and singing talents were gifts that he had in common with the other mem-
bers of his family, and that found Paul in church and Donna City Choirs during his days.
Playing the saxophone gave him entrée to high school and college band, while his penchant
for acting brought him a number of part sin high school, college and amateur drama produc-
tions.
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All throughout his full life, Paul’s polio after effects were his constant companions.
He faced them head on by actively participating in the “Rio Grande Valley Post Polio Support
Group”, the Lions Clubs’ “Crippled Children’s Camp”, and the Scouts’ physically challenged
programs.

Through it all, people who met and dealt with Paul soon didn’t think about his physi-
cal problems, but concentrated on his energy and abilities to make serious contributions to
whatever activities he was engaged in. This virtue was demonstrated in full in Paul’s Squad-
ron endeavors.

The Thompson family started boating in the 1950’s. Their first boat was sixteen feet
long and was used primarily on Falcon Lake. All six Thompsons would be on board for fish-
ing, boating and general fun.

As the children grew, the family ran out of room in the sixteen foot boat, so they
moved on to a twenty foot one instead. Still tailored, it was primarily run out of Port Mans-
field. Lastly the family got the thirty foot “Aloha” which was berthed at Port Isabel. The *
Aloha” suffered serious storm damage, but just as its repairs were finished, it was stolen from
its hard stand, never to be seen again. This lead to the famous back yard boat hull in the mid
1980’s that Paul and his dad worked on forever until Paul senior died.

Already having a lot of boating experience, Paul along with his mom and dad took the
fourteen week Squadron Boating Course in 1973 from the Corpus Christi Squadron at a
Brownsville location.  Paul and his dad became member of the Corpus Christy Squadron that
year.

By 1974, there were forty four member of the Brownsville Division of the Corpus
Christi Squadron. Consequently, a charter for the Lower Rio Grande Valley Power Squadron
was issued on July 26, 1974. Paul was character member. Today Lieutenant commander
John B. Carey, Jr., JN is the last surviving charter member in the squadron.

Paul poured his heart into the Squadron at Squadron District and National levels. He
was into everything! He taught classes, was a stalwart in on water activities, bat shows, dis-
trict and national conferences as; Squadron historian, chaplain, and commander. Further-
more, he earned the grade of Advanced Pilot with “Educational Proficiency”. He earned
thirty three Merit Marks, hence was a life member when he hit twenty-five Merit Marks.

At district and national levels Paul served on a number of committee and staff posi-
tions including being District 21 Chaplain of several years and serving on the district planning
committee. Folks from other Squadrons and national always asked how Paul was doing.
They will be deeply saddened to learn of his death.

Lastly, Paul served as Lower Rio Grande Valley Power Squadron Commander in
1982-83. In short, Paul poured his heart and soul into the Squadron as shown by his being a
long, and serving Squadron newsletter editor and the Squadron’s first webmaster in addition
to everything else.
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Over the past couple of years Paul’s health had its ups and downs. However, he
seemed fine at the 2008 Christmas party, but son after began the decline that ended on Octo-
ber 8, 2009.

It is said that the good Lord doesn’t give us more than we can handle, through the
years Paul demonstrated that he could handle an awful lots of challenges. Paul left us with
his record of successfully meeting challenges intact.

***Paul, God be with you. Rest in peace, you have earned it.***

2009 Calendar of Events

5 Dec — Christmas Party and Lighted Boat Parade . Dockside Tailgate Party starting 4:00pm at the end of
Pompano Street near the public boat ramp. Bring a shack or covered picnic dish. Bring your own drinks.
Bring a chair if you want to watch the parade sitting down rather than standing. Parade starts at 6:00pm at
the turning basin in Port Isabel, next to Marchan's restaurant. So we will have good viewing from our tail-
gate party location.

10 Dec — Monthly Bridge Meeting, Carey Sheet Metal in Harlingen, 6:30pm

2010 Calendar of Events

14 Jan — Monthly Bridge Meeting, Carey Sheet Metal in Harlingen, 6:30pm

16 Jan — Annual Meeting and Election of Officers. Location: Amber Jacks Restaurant on South Padre Is-
land.

22-23 Jan — Incoming Officers Meeting . Houston at the Nassau Hilton.

11 Feb — Monthly Bridge Meeting, Carey Sheet Metal in Harlingen, 6:30pm

19-20-21 Feb — All-Valley Boat show . Setup Thursday the 18th. Boat show Fri - Sat - Sun 9:00am -
7:00pm . Contact Pete Pranis to assist with setup, teardown, and manning the booth. We are planning to
have a large booth, joint with Texas Parks and Wildlife and their JetSki simulator. This makes us the most
popular booth at the event. We need your help.

7 Mar — Change of Watch and Awards Ceremony. SUNDAY Brunch. Location TBD.

11 Mar — Monthly Bridge Meeting, Carey Sheet Metal in Harlingen, 6:30pm
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Lt/C Peter P. Pranis,

Mark your calen-

dars!t!!

“I've talked
about a free
space for
Texas Parks
& Wildlife's
jet ski
simulator and
cut rates for
us. They
didn't laugh.”

-Pete Pranis-

The All Valley Boat Show

It will be held at the
McAllen Convention
Center on the 19,20, and

21 of February, 2010. Set

up will be Thursday Feb-
ruary 18 in the afternoon.
Last year boat dealers
were pleased with the
show last year (that is
they sold a lot of boats),
and are taking the whole

exhibition hall! As part of
the expansion, the dealers

want to have exhibitors
such as the Squadrons all

around the hall’s perime-
ters walls. For this to be
possible, the rents they
charge will have to drop,
or the economy will have
to go on steroids.

Squadron Boating Course

The boating course
will be taught March
6,13,20, and 27 of 2010
most likely in Har-
lingen, at the Marine
Military Academy.

The M.M.A is still put-
ting its schedule to-
gether, so we don’t
have an iron clad com-

members need Sea-
manship this will be a
good time to do it. Four
Saturdays in a concen-
trated form gets it over

mitment at this time.

Secondly

We will teach seaman-
ship at the same time
as the boating course.  fast. Plus, everybody
Keith Shantz, AP interacts with the boat-
came up with this idea ing course students.
years ago. It work!

Since about half our

Instructors Needed!!!!

Both, the Boating
Course and Seaman-
ship need instructors,
don't be shy! If you
figure you’re not
qualified, remember;

the students know less

than you! Even if you
just reviewed the ma-

terial the day before.

Power Point programs
are good. Note:
Teaching in this
Squadron counts as
part of the Instructor
Development course.
Why present “make
believe” when you can
do the real thing?

Also, we have excel-
lent instructor section
books for each course
section. These books
include materials from
earlier course editions
and chapters from
“Chapman’s piloting
and Seamanship”. In
addition, the course



Instructor’s Course

After the District 21
Fall Conference, we
will have a one morn-
ing Instructor’s retread
class for all old in-
structors and a class
for all the new in-
structors with the
exam.

Teaching Aids:

We can always use
more teaching aids!
They are great for
classes and the Boat
Show( or other boat
shows). Nothing grabs
people’s attention like

“hands on” stuff.
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Think about it. Even
if you only have an
idea, but are not handy
with tools, talk about
it. Your awards! Fi-
nally, teaching aids
really do work.

How Do You Want To Take Squadron Courses?

There are two ways to take
Squadron Courses. First, you
can take course classes with
instructors and other stu-
dents.

ADVANTAGES:

1. You are forced to keep up
to a class schedule, hence
complete the course quickly.

2. You have an instructor( s)
and fellow students to
bounce questions and /or
ideas off.

3. Classes build camaraderie
in the Squadron.

DISADVANTAGES:

1. Class schedules are not
too flexible. If your
schedule is erratic, you
can miss a lot of material
in class.

2. If you want to get

courses are taught a
year.

The alternative is to take the
courses by
“correspondence”. That is,
you get the material and
teach yourself. Here, you do

flush!).

You might gain a deeper
understanding of the mate-
rial because you are both
the teacher and the student.

You go through the courses
as fast as you want.

all exercises and either self ~ The disadvantages are:

grade or have someone in
the Squadron grade the
homework.

The advantages to this are:

You work on the course 2.

as it fits your schedule.

If you can lock yourself 3.

in your study and work
on the course all Satur-
day/Sunday or all week-
end without outside in-
terruptions (a big if), it
is like taking a total es-
cape vacation without

It is tough to keep to a
schedule, especially with
family demands for your
time.

It requires a lot of self dis-
cipline.

It is lonely. Doesn’t build
much camaraderie.

You have to dig to answer

your own questions. This

can take hours | spent all
afternoon looking for a
buoy on chart 1210 TR!

leaving your abode (This Think about what way fits you
iswhat | did. Itwasan best. We’ll try our damnedest
unbelievable mental to accommodate you.

through the courses
quickly, this won’t work.
Normally only one or two
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Future Squadron Course Schedule

We will have a
Seamanship class with
the Boating Course. If
there is interest, we can
run a follow on a pilot-
ing course.

For electives, it
is up to the members.
What do you want? The
courses are:

-Sail
-Engine Mainte-
nance

-Marine Electronics
-Weather

-Cruise Planning
-Instructor De-
velopment

If you are think-
ing of teaching, you
need to take Instructor
Development. What
we’ll do is give a one
day, or one morning
class and exam.

Bill Gagan at
Cougar Marine in Har-
lingen has offered to
host Engine Mainte-
nance. Plus, he has vol-
unteered to use the stu-
dents’ own boats to
show how to service
the lower unit of their
outboards-1/0s. For
example, take apart,
check, and lubricate.
Also how to remove
(maybe) the main pro-
peller bearing for the
propeller shaft if it isn’t

corroded into the hous-
ing. Does this sound
interesting?

The new Ma-
rine Electronics and
weather courses have
also gotten good re-
views. Russell Judah,
SN does a super job on
the weather course.

Probably the
best place for all elec-
tives except Engine
Maintenance to be
taught would be the
Lower Laguna Madre
Yacht Club or the club
house on Long Island.

Sing out with
your wants and ideas at
meetings or call Lt/C
Pete Pranis, AP at
(956)-630-0648. The
Squadron needs feed-
back on what you want.

Lastly, at the
October dinner meeting
Rick Ekstrom from
Towboats U.S gave a
great talk on towing
and salvage. For ex-
ample, getting unlim-
ited towing from Boat
U.S. an hour of towing
costs about $180! Sal-
vage, that is if condi-
tions are dangerous for
the tow boat, normally
runs at about 30% of
the boat’s value.
Therefore, get insur-
ance. Lots more for

8

the talk. We’ll have him
again, maybe at next
year’s Fall Conference.

Anyway George
Milchuck and Dewitt
Thomas had an interest-
ing side conversation
concluding that the
Squadrons need an elec-
tive course on Boating
and Fishing. Since over
half of all boaters are
primarily fishermen this
makes sense. The
course might have five
main sections: 1.) fish
biology, 2.) fish behav-
ior, i.e. feeding, mating,
survival: temperature
protection from other
fish, breeding; 3.) ocean-
ography/limnology
(seas/lakes); 4.) Naviga-
tion to find fishing spots
and 5.) Boat handling
techniques to stay with
fish.

What do you
think? Any ideas on
what should be in the
course? Where should
we start? Do we need
an outline or draft to get
national’s attention? Or
should we just write up
a course and see what
happens? Feedback...
please!
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Are We Too Casual In Our Dress?

Another ques-
tion that has been pop-
ping up at Bridge and
dinner meetings and
other get together is,
“Are we dressing so
casually that the pub-
lic figures we just fell
off a turnip truck so
we shouldn’t be taken
seriously?”

The United
States Power Squad-
rons was founded in
1914 when uniforms
were taken seriously.
Somebody could
probably write a book
or Ph. D thesis on why
this was so. Anyway,
since the Vietnam

generation, the atti-
tude towards uniforms
has been one of deri-
sion. The full U.S.P.S
dress uniform has
come to be considered
“playing admiral”.
The less dressy shoul-
der board shirts, espe-
cially in the valley,
have been thought to
represent the police or
immigration. Folks
stay clear, Hispanic
and Anglo alike.

Blazers and
our embroidered
Squadron shirts seem
to still be acceptable
to the public. Should
w make a point of

wearing one or the
other when we meet
the public at the Boat
Shows, Boating
Classes, Vessel Safety
Checks etc.? Will it
help get new mem-
bers? Your
thoughts???

Blazer
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FRATEHRNMNAL
BOATING CLT'B

UNITED STATES POWER
SQUADRONS
MEMBER'S PLEDGE

| do solemnly pledge to:
Abide by the bylaws of the United States
Power Squadrons;
Promote high standards of navigation and
seamanship;

To maintain and operate my boat legally;
Render assistance whenever possible;
And conduct myself in a manner
that will add prestige, honor, and respect
to United States Power Squadrons.

10
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14" Annual District 21 Rendezvous

Texas’ 48 Annual
Christmas Boat Lane Parade On Clear Lake

DATE: 12 December 2009
TIME: 1700 (5:00 PM)
PLACE:  Hilton Houston NASA Hotel, Clear Lake, Texas

Join D/21 on the top floor of the Hilton Houston NASA Clear Lake Hotel for the annual D/21 Christmas Party,
It’s located on NASA Road 1 just across from the South Shore Harbour Marina, where the annual Christmag
Boat Lane Parade starts and ends! Watch the parade in warmth and comfort, while visiting with old friends,
Be sure to bring cameras, camcorders, and binoculars to enjoy the event to the fullest.

Act now — call 281-333-9300: ask for Nazie Greenwell. Tell her to get you the best Power Squadron
rate and she will see what she can do! I.D. yourself as Power Squadron and only speak to Nazie to get
the best rate! Charles Ashford has two rooms that come with the suite. If you are interested on a
deal for one of the rooms, contact Charles Ashford at 713-962-4393.

The cost for this fun evening will be $17/person if received by 1 December, after that date the cost will be
$25/person (late supplies cost more). Price includes beer, wine, mixed drinks, spiral cut ham, and the best view
on the lake! AS ALWAYS for SQUADRON & DISTRICT EVENTS, PLEASE BRING AN HORS D’OEUVRE
(no veggie plates please).

This evening will be a great way to get into the holiday spirit,
and we guarantee no meetings!

Please fill out and mail the coupon below:

Name (please print)

Telephone No. No. Attending Total Amount Enclosed $

Make your check out to Charles Ashford

Mail to:  P/D/C Charles T. Ashford, SN
North Flamingo
Seabrook, TX 77586

11
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