	
	
	
	
	 EDITOR, The Bell Gabriel J. Cordova       53 Housatonic Drive Milford, CT 06460


[image: image8.png]



	First Class Mail


[image: image2.png]United States
Power Squadronse



 [image: image3.jpg]





December 2007

[image: image4.png]



Bridge Officers & Chairpersons
Commander

 Al Mongillo, AP



 203-734-5213        amongillo01@snet.net

Executive Officer
Bruce Ross, P

203-378-9780               bruce2sail2aol.com


Financial Officer
William Rinckel, S


203-758-5890

wrinckel@us.ibm.com

Education Officer
Bob Reeves, SN



203-876-8261

bobr876@aol.com

Administration Officer
 Hank Chmielewski, AP

203.878-5203

henry.j.chmielewski@snet.net 

Secretary

Bill Carotenuto
, AP

203.734-5453

 

Membership C/P
Bob Post


203-878-0107
            rpost2@snet.net

Audit C/P

Tony Barbieri



203.874-4214

Vessel Safety Check C/P Hank Chmielewski, AP


 203.878-5203
         henry.j.chmielewski@snet.net

Computer C/P
          Bruce Ross, P

203-378-9780           bruce2sail@aol.com

Public Relations C/P
 Bob Reeves, SN



203.876-8261

 bobr876@aol.com 

Port Captain
            Bob Reeves, SN



203.876-8261
            bobr876@aol.com 

Co-Op Charting C/P
 Al Mongillo AP



203.734-5213 amongillo01@snet.net
Bell Editor 

Gabe Cordova, S

203-878-4727 gabeski@optonline.net
Please pay our website a 

 Visit and key in 
www.usps.org/localusps/milford
	   Milford Power Squadron Education Course Calendar Jan 08 to Jun 08
	Remarks
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	To sign up for any of these courses call Bob Reeves  Education officer at 203-876-8261. 

	
	Instructor
	Bill Carotenuto
	Bruce Ross
	Al Mongillo
	Dennis Belanger
	Bob Post
	George Buffington
	 
	 
	 
	

	
	Location
	Fowler Bldg.
	Fowler Bldg.
	Fowler Bldg.
	Fowler Bldg.
	Foran H/S
	Egan Center 
	Milford Library
	Egan Center 
	Milford Yacht Club
	

	
	Time
	7:00 - 9:00PM
	7:00 - 9:00PM
	7:00 - 9:00PM
	7:00 - 9:00PM
	7:00 - 9:00PM
	7:00 - 9:00PM
	10:30AM to 3:00PM
	7:00- 9:00 PM
	10:30AM to 3:00PM
	

	
	Time Frame
	2 Hours
	2 Hours
	2 Hours
	2 Hours
	8 hours
	4-5 weeks
	8 Hours
	5-6 weeeks
	12 hours
	

	
	Day
	Thurs
	Thurs
	Thurs
	Thurs
	Wed
	Wed
	Sat
	Thurs
	Sat
	

	
	Srart Date
	10-Jan-08
	17-Jan-08
	24-Jan-08
	31-Jan-08
	20-Feb-08
	5-Mar-08
	5Apr08 & 12Apr08
	MAY
	7Jun08 &            14 Jun 08
	

	
	Course Title
	Seminar #5 Charts
	Seminar #6     GPS
	Seminar #7 Weather
	Seminar #8 Radio
	Boat Smart
	Engine Maintnance
	Boat Smart
	Advanced Piloting
	Squadron Boating Course
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Commander’s Report

With the 2007  boating season behind us, and maybe some final touches needed on our boats to prepare them for winter, it’s a perfect time to consider taking a boating related course or two to keep our nautical interests alive.  Squadron Education Officer Bob Reeves has put a plan of courses together that will be offered from January through June which should spark interest from our members.  Several of these courses will be presented in a new format, called Seminars, which will be a new experience for many of our veteran members.  The Seminars will cover “How to Use a Chart,”  “Using Your GPS,”  “Onboard Weather Forecasting,”  “Using VHF” and “VHF/DSC Marine Radio.”  USPS has put together great teaching packages for our instructors to use which are interesting and informative.  Each seminar is planned for 2 hours and there are no exams.  You get credit for simply attending an informative, interactive session.  So look to the schedule in this issue of the Bell for the courses and seminars being offered, and please reward Bob with your attendance at one of these sessions. Remember, boating education is the focus of USPS and the Milford Power Squadron.

Looking back at 2007, MPS achieved a major milestone in its history, completing 50 years of service to boating public in and around Milford.   Our 50th anniversary was marked by dinner celebration which brought out a number of our members, spouses and D1 guests to celebrate this distinguished achievement. We were honored to have USPS and District 1 dignitaries including USPS National Educational Officer, V/C Dick Kyle, SN and several of our own District 1 Bridge Members led by D/C Elaine Williams.  The evening was also highlighted by induction of the 2007-08 MPS Bridge during Change of Watch Ceremonies.  It was truly a memorable evening, owed greatly to the planning and coordinating of our Admin Officer Hank Chmielewski.  

Our instructing corps, lead by SEO Bob Reeves, has again achieved a high level of success this past calendar year, providing quality boating education and training to local boaters as well as our own members.   Sincere thanks go out to our instructing corps including Bill Carotenuto, Bob Post, Hank Chmielewski, George Buffington, Tony Barbieri, Dennis Belanger and Bruce Ross.  Their contributions were essential to achieving our educational goals this year.  The Team provided the greater Milford area with traditional USPS courses as well as Seminars and electives

The Squadron also sponsored a fishing clinic in April that drew 23 guests who came to hear Rick Way, local area expert, speak on tactics for catching the 9 game fish species we have in our local waters.  We used this opportunity to provide awareness of MPS to our local sport fishermen.

	Courses
	Classes
	Students

	Boat Smart
	5
	41

	Chart Smart
	1
	5

	Kayak Class
	1
	15

	Seminars
	2
	5

	Piloting
	1
	3

	Total
	10
	69


We again had our MPS Booth on the Milford Green for this year’s Oyster Festival, thanks to the organization of Co-Chairs Dottie and Roger Johns, together with Hank Chmielewski, Bruce Ross and me who greeted about 200 people interested in what MPS had to offer.  

The Vessel Safety Check corps, completed and passed 48 inspections, a commendable effort put in by Hank Chmielewski, George Buffington and Bill Rinckel. 

All MPS members are invited to attend our monthly Bridge meetings to see what is going on behind the scenes.  Our next meeting is tentatively scheduled for Thursday January 10 at the Margaret Egan Center in Devon, 7 P.M.  Room TBD.  Please call me if wish to attend and I will provide an update.  There are a number of activities that are available for anyone willing to give a few hours a month of their time. We especially need a dedicated Membership Chairperson and Squadron Historian. 

Lastly, thanks to our Bell Editor, Gabe Cordova, for his dedication to producing and distributing our newsletter.   If any member with a flare for writing would like to contribute to our publication, please contact Gabe at Gabeski@optonline.net.

Your Milford Power Squadron Bridge
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Bridge Members shown in the photo are: Group standing, Al Mongillo, Bill Carotenuto, and Brice Ross, and seated, Gabe Cordova and Hank Chmielewski.  Individual photos are Bob Reeves (Left) and Bill Rinckel. Absent is Bob Post. Your Bridge and committee chairpersons are actively working to get out into the community and serve the boating public.  Please support our efforts by volunteering your time to support these activities and contacting me at 203-734-5213 or amongillo01@snet.net.  

Cdr Al Mongillo

[image: image6.jpg]



 Milford Power and Sail Squadron

Seminars in Charting, GPS, Radio and Weather for the Boating     Public and Members

This is a group of Seminars to bring the Recreational Boater up-to-date on the current changes in small craft Navigation, Weather, Radio and Overall Seamanship

Course:  Seminars, Wednesdays, 2 hours each with Q and A Period.Cost: $35 each (members $30) Time 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM

Place:   Fowler Building, 45 New Haven Ave. Milford Center, next to Library-   (Use Library Parking Lot and enter at rear of building.)

.Course Dates: 


0 Jan. ‘08 –How to Use a Chart

17 Jan. ’08—Using Your GPS

            24 Jan ’08—Onboard Weather Forecasting

           31 Jan ’08---Using VHF and VHF/DSC Marine Radio


Each course provides a text and miscellaneous technical data.

Additional Navigational tools will be available for sale

· Every participant is welcome to take another USPS Course at membership prices to help them decide if membership in the Milford Power and Sail Squadron is to their advantage.

· NO EXAMS—Credit is given for each seminar course taken toward an “Inland Certification” or Boat Operators Certification (Information on Request)

For additional information E-Mail Bobr876@aol.com or call 203-876-8261. To Register send a check made out to Milford Power and Sail Squadron and mail to 26 Cove Ave., Milford, Ct. 06461
USPS University-

Attainment of Inshore Certification
Four Levels of Certification

1).INSHORE   2).COASTAL                                         3).ADVANCED COASTAL   4).OFFSHORE
Inshore Course Coverage


Rivers, canals, small lakes, bays  <2 nm. Off shore

Boat to 26 feet, Fair weather, daylight, good visibility, F4 wind (16kt, 18mph, 3 ft. waves)

Required Courses for Certificate 

Squadron Boating Course  (Pre- Requisite)

Seamanship Engine Maintenance





Marine Electronic Systems (currently ME101)

Inshore Electives-Must take 4:
1. How to Use a Chart

2. How to use GPS

3. Using VHF & VHF/DSC Marine Radio

4. On-board Weather forecasting

Must take 2 (Student’s choice)

1. Heavy Weather Sailing

2. Knots, Bends,& Hitches

3. Boat Handling Under Power

4. Sail Trim

5. On board Emergencies

6. Using Digital Charts

Endorsements   Inland Waterways, Navigating Rivers, Dams & Locks


Optional-Sail 101 &102, Paddling

Skill Certification Sail-US Sailing and Safe Powerboat Handling

demonstrated to a USPS Certifier


Use of Fire Extinguishers

When completed.  Inland Certificate awarded- 

Continue Education with Coastal Certification Subjects 

Data as of June 15,

Save the Date January 8, 2008


Post Holiday Membership Meeting


Send in your check & reservation to L/L Henry Chmielwski


This event is no to be missed





���








[image: image7.jpg]


