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Commander’s Report

December was been a relatively quiet month as far as boating activities are concerned, but your squadron executive board has been hard a work getting education and member activities planned for the 2007 season.   In this month’s report you will find SEO Bob Reeves’ planned schedule for education courses.  Most are focused on providing instruction to the public for those needing to get a Connecticut State Operating Certificate to legally pilot a boat in CT waters.  However, you will also find some elective courses as well.  If you do not see a course that fills your needs, please contact Bob by email or phone, and if there is enough interest and an instructor available, Bob might be able to make it happen.  

As we head into the 2007 boating season I have several goals for our squadron that rely greatly on the participation of our members.  At the top of my list is a drive to increase membership, the lifeblood of our organization.   One objective will be to hand out literature at our public boating courses, have an MPS member attend a class to speak on the benefits of a USPS membership and also have membership forms filled for each student, thereby requiring only a signature.   

Another suggestion at a recent membership meeting was to run free safety equipment demonstrations at various local marinas.  Having some members along with an instructor perform these demos might attract some interest to join our squadron. There may be some veteran boaters at these marinas who were grand fathered into receiving a CT boating certificate, but who would be interested in our elective courses, but they first must be a USPS member.   

Another goal of mine is to get our members interested in taking part in the squadron operations as well as social boating activities like weekend raft ups or a District 1 Rendezvous.  I would hope that this would tighten our bond as a boating club and see more members take part in Milford, as well as District 1 activities. We could always use some help at the Milford Oyster Festival in August speaking with passersby about the merits of USPS and MPS membership. 

In my 20 years that I have been a member of the Milford Power Squadron, I have always considered the services that the MPS provides to be vital to the boaters of Milford and its surrounding towns.  We have a dedicated SEO in Bob Reeves and we offer qualified, affordable instruction to the boating public and our members, the primary objective of USPS.  But then why not have some fun along the way? I hope to see our members taking advantage of advanced courses to sharpen their boat handling and navigation skills, while enjoying some comradeship.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you are interested in any of the above-mentioned activities. Hope to see many of you throughout the spring and summer.  

 Cdr Al Mongillo

Articles and notices from all members are welcomed. Please submit to Gabe Cordova 53 Housatonic Drive Milford, CT 06460 or via email to: gabeski@optonline.net

Call for Email Address Updates

We are in the process of updating our member email address records.  Please take the time to send Henry Chmielewski (henry.j.chmielewski@snet.net) or Al Mongillo (amongillo01@snet.net) an email from your preferred email address.  This will greatly improve communication with our members.  Thank you. 
Christmas Gathering At Casa Nova Ristorante

A total of 27 members, spouses and family enjoyed a festive Christmas Holiday gathering at the Casa Nova Ristorante on December 18.  The fair was excellent and a suggestion was made to return there for future events.  Also, some informal plans were discussed to get together for a local raft up or a rendezvous at PJ this coming season.  Our thanks go out to Administrative Officer Hank Chmielewski for planning and coordinating the evening’s festivities.  Two lucky members won beautiful fresh floral arrangements to decorate their homes for the Christmas Holidays.
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	   Milford Power Squadron Education Course Calendar
	Remarks
	 
	 
	2 Saturdays - Mar 24, 31-2007
	Tues, Wed Apr 24,25 
	Fri, Sat Apr 27, 28
	2 Saturdays May 5, 12
	June 13, 20, 27
	To sign up for any of these courses call Bob Reeves Eduaction officer at 203-876-8262. We are looking for members interested in Elective courses. Our instructors are prepared to provide instructions in Seamanship, Piloting, Advanced Piloting, Marine Electronics and GPS, Sailing, Engine Maintenance and Kayaking. If interested contact Bob Reeves.

	
	Instructor
	Bob Post
	Bill Carotenuto / Bruce Ross
	George Buffington /   H Chmielewski
	Bruce Ross
	Bruce Ross
	Tony Barbieri
	Hank Chmielewski
	

	
	Location
	Foran HS
	Foran HS
	Milford Library
	Egan Center 
	City Pool
	Milford Yacht Club
	Egan Center 
	

	
	Time
	7:00 - 9:00PM
	7:00 - 9:00PM
	10:00- 3:00 PM
	7:00-9:00 PM
	11:00 -1:00 PM
	10:00AM - 3:00 PM
	7:00- 9:00 PM
	

	
	# Wks
	4
	1
	2
	2 days
	2 days
	2
	2
	

	
	Day
	Wed
	Wed
	Sat
	Tues
	Fri
	Sat
	Wed
	

	
	Start Date
	28-Feb-07
	4-Apr-07
	24-Mar-07
	24-Apr-07
	27-Apr-07
	5-May-07
	13-Jun-07
	

	
	Course Title
	Boat Smart
	Chart Smart           & GPS
	Boat Smart
	Kayak Course Classroom
	Kayak Course Pool
	Boat Smart
	Boat Smart
	








