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	Milford Power And Sail Squadron Education Course Schedule Jan 08 to June 08
	Remarks
	Members & Public
	Members & Public
	Members & Public
	Members & Public
	Members & Public
	Members Only
	Members & Public
	Members & Public
	Tentative

	
	INSTRUCTOR
	Biill Carotenuto
	Bruce Ross
	Al Mongillo
	Dennis Belanger
	Bob Post
	George Buffinton
	Bruce Ross
	Hank Chmielewski
	Tony Barbieri

	
	LOCATION
	Fowler Bldg.
	Fowler Bldg.
	Fowler Bldg.
	Fowler Bldg.
	Foran H/S
	Egan Center
	Egan Center
	Foran Pool
	Milford Library
	Milford Yacht Club

	
	TIME
	7:00 -9:00PM
	7:00 -9:00PM
	7:00 -9:00PM
	7:00 -9:00PM
	7:00 -9:00PM
	7:00 -9:00PM
	7:00 -9:00PM
	9:00AM to 11:30AM
	10:30AM to 3:00PM
	10:30AM to 3:00PM

	
	TIME FRAME
	2 hours
	2 hours
	2 hours
	2 hours
	8 HOURS
	4-5 weeks
	2 Hours each
	3 hours
	4 hours each
	12 Hours

	
	DAY
	Thurs
	Thurs
	Thurs
	Thurs
	WED
	WED
	Tues & Thurs
	SAT
	SAT
	SAT

	
	START DATE
	10-Jan-08
	17-Jan-08
	24-Jan-08
	31-Jan-08
	20-Feb-08
	5-Mar-08
	25-Mar-08 & 27-Mar-08
	29-Mar-08
	19-APR-08 & 26-APR-08
	07-JUN-08 & 14-JUN-08

	
	COURSE TITLE
	Seminar #5  Charts
	Seminar #6  GPS
	Seminar #7  Weather
	Seminar #8  Radio
	Boat Smart
	Engine Maintenance
	Kayak part 1 Lecture
	Kayak part 2 Hands on in Pool
	Boat Smart
	Squadron Boating Course


Commander’s Report

The 2008 New Year has been rung in, and with that comes planning and preparation for the upcoming boating season.  Boating, you may ask yourself; it’s the dead of winter. YES! Boating.  Now is the time to start preparing.  

As member of USPS and Milford Power Squadron, you have at your fingertips publications and educational training programs that can offer you some enjoyment, plus make your boating experiences safer.  Consider some of the education programs being offered from January through June, especially the newest offering, Seminars.  They should spark the interest of our members and are open to the public as well.  They are presented in a relaxed, interactive and informal setting (no tests).  You will find our slate of courses summarized in this issue of the Bell. They are an informative avenue to acquiring knowledge that is relevant to everyday boating activities.  Also, you will be rewarding our SEO, Bob Reeves with your participation.  He has worked hard to bring these programs to our members.  Remember, boating education is the focus of USPS and our Milford Power Squadron. Spread the word!!  

If you are looking for an opportunity to usher in the 2008 boating season, consider attending the “Post Holidays’ dinner meeting at “Pietra” Italian Restaurant in Milford January 8th. Refer to the flyer you received in early December, or contact Hank Chmielewski at 203-878-5203 for details and reservations. (See the notice in this issue)

As usual, MPS members are invited to attend our monthly Bridge meetings to see what is going on behind the scenes.  Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 10 at the Margaret Egan Center in Devon, 7 P.M. There are a number of activities that are available for anyone willing to give a few hours a month of their time. We especially need a dedicated Squadron Historian. 

Lastly, thanks to our Bell Editor, Gabe Cordova, for his dedication to producing and distributing our newsletter.   If any member would be interested in lending a hand, or has a flare for writing and would like to contribute to our publication, please contact Gabe at Gabeski@optonline.net.

You’re Milford Power Squadron Bridge
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Bridge Members shown in the photo are: Group standing, Al Mongillo, Bill Carotenuto, and Brice Ross, and seated, Gabe Cordova and Hank Chmielewski.  Individual photos are Bob Reeves (Left) and Bill Rinckel. Absent is Bob Post. Your Bridge and committee chairpersons are actively working to get out into the community and serve the boating public.  Please support our efforts by volunteering your time to support these activities and contacting me at 203-734-5213 or amongillo01@snet.net.  

Cdr Al Mongillo


Request for update to Member Mailing Address, Email address and Phone Records

The Bridge continuously attempts to find ways to save our financial resources.  One is to use email communications a much as possible, in addition to the telephone and US Mail.  Therefore, we are attempting to especially update our membership’s email addresses, in addition to mailing address and phone records.  Please provide these updates either by emailing Cdr Al Mongillo at amongillo01@snet.net or by filling in the form below and mailing it to Al  Mongillo, 4 Spindle Rd, Seymour, CT 06483.  Thanks.

Name:

Address

Ph (Home)

Ph (Cell)

Administrator’s Officer Report

The Vessel Safety Check Team is looking for new members to help get involved with providing VSC's for boaters in the area.

This project has been a very rewarding experience for its participants and we usually get a lot of appreciative customers whether they pass their inspection or not.  And it gives you a little more opportunity to spend some time out in the sun.  It's also very interesting to find how some boaters have come up with creative solutions to long-time boating problems. 

You would be involved with inspecting anything from 10-foot dinghies to 60-foot yachts, both sailboats and powerboats on land or in the water.  

There is a qualification process that requires the reading of a manual (provided by the USPS web-site) and an on-line test that must be passed.  However, it should not require more than four to six hours of your time.  

If you are interested or are still on-the-fence, give me a call and we can talk about it at greater length.  I hope to hear from many of you very soon.

Hank Chmielewski

Administrative Officer & VSC Chairman

(h) 1.203.878-5203

(c) 1.203.414.0423

Executive Officer’s Report

The Milford Power Squadron will be offering its Kayaking course again during the week of March 24th.  Topics include the following:

· Selecting a new kayak and choosing your kayak equipment

· Finding places to paddle: Connecticut and nearby rivers, lakes and tidal estuaries

· Choosing the right clothing for the wind, weather and water

· White water tips, tricks and safety

· Demonstration of safety equipment 

· Basic Navigation using charts, compass and GPS

The Kayak Seminar consists of 2 two-hour classroom sessions and a 2.5 hour hands-on, in-water pool session.  

In the pool session, you will get to try out a kayak, a paddle and a lifejacket.  You will learn several paddling strokes and maneuvers.  You will try out boat re-entry techniques after a capsize.

No test is required.  Join the dozens of local kayakers who have taken the kayak course and put this valuable information to use out there on the water this summer.

Dates:  Classrooms will be held on Tuesday, March 25th and Thursday, March 27th at 7:00pm and the pool session will be held on Saturday, March 29th from 9:00-11:30am. 

For more information, please call or write Bruce Ross at 203-378-9780 or bruce2sail@aol.com

About the instructor:  Bruce Ross has been  leading  inland and sea-kayak  trips for the Appalachian Mountain Club for over 7 years and teaches safe paddling in association with the Milford Power and Sail Squadron.

Milford Power & Sail Squadron

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE


Join us during the Milford Power Squadron MEMBERSHIP DRIVE.  If you recommend one or more friends or relatives (not including direct family members) and if they become a member of the Milford Power Squadron, you can attend the USPS Seminar of your choice at NO CHARGE (regular member price is $30).  
Seminars include: 
o      How to Use a Nautical Chart - on Jan 10 
o      Using your GPS - on Jan 17
o      Onboard Weather Forecasting -  on Jan 24
o      Using VHF and DSC Marine Radios -  on Jan 31


If you prefer, instead of the free Seminar, be our guest for a free lunch (a $20 value) at the upcoming Spring D1 meeting.  

Please call Karl Weber at:   926-9565   He will help you by signing up your new member.
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