[image: image1.wmf] 


[image: image2.wmf] 

[image: image3.wmf] 

Members

Handbook
Milford Power and Sail Squadron

Revised 23 April 2008

[image: image4.emf]   



Table of Contents

Welcome to Milford Power and Sail Squadron



Page 2

The “Bridge”








Page 3


Rank


Grade


Objectives of the Squadron






Page 4


The Pledge

Communication







Page 5


Dress Code


Ships Store

The USPS Ensign







Page 6


The MPS Burgee

Merit Marks








Page 7

Fringe Benefits

USPS Membership Organization





Page 8

USPS Education Courses






Page 9


Public Courses


Advanced Grade Member Courses


Elective Courses

The Vessel Safety Check Program





Page 16

The Coop-Charting Program





Page 17




-------------------------------------

Appendix I

The United States Power Squadrons

Page 17





History





Organization

Appendix II

Typical Squadron Organizational Chart

Page 18




Typical District Organizational Chart

Page 19

Appendix III

Flag Etiquette




Page 21

Appendix IV

Current Milford Power Squadron Bridge 

Page 22

Officers and Chairpersons

Milford Power and Sail Squadron

“Welcome to Milford Sail and Power Squadron”

Milford  Power and Sail Squadron welcome you aboard! You are a member of the Milford Power and Sail Squadron more commonly referred to as Milford Power Squadron (MPS), which is a unit of the United States Power Squadrons (USPS). The USPS is a prestigious boating education organization devoted to the promotion of Boating Safety. The Milford Squadron was originally part of the New Haven Power Squadron, which was one of the first squadrons formed in 1914.In 1957 Milford was granted a charter and separated from New Haven to form its own individual squadron reporting to District 1. Today District 1 comprises 13 squadrons  

in the southwest New England area. The area responsible to District 1 is as follows: Connecticut from Stratford east to Southwest Rhode Island, and from the Long Island Sound Shore North to Springfield, Mass. Each of the 13 squadrons in the area operates as a unit with its own identity, members, activities, and local customs. 

Because of your interest in boating, you have been recommended for membership, which was voted on and accepted by the local governing board. We hope that you will enjoy the organization, participate in as many of its activities as possible and share in the pride and spirit of MPS by volunteering your time and talent in serving its members and the community. All MPS workers are volunteers. The only remuneration they receive is an annual Merit Mark Certificate awarded by the National Chief Commander for substantial contribution in furthering the objectives, interests, and programs of the USPS. Accumulation of Merit Marks also has its rewards (see Merit Mark section page 7).

“Milford Power Squadron, Inc.” is described fully in the document entitled “By-Laws of the Milford Power Squadron”. It is available from the Commander for your inspection at any time. The attached organizational chart (Appendix I) will explain the responsibilities of the various officers within the squadron. Membership meetings are held every 2 months generally at a dinner at a local restaurant. At this time members can have their questions answered, suggest changes and improvements to the program and share their boating experiences with other members in the squadron. Meeting notices are distributed beforehand by mail.

Milford Power and Sail Squadron
To assist you in becoming better acquainted with Milford Power Squadron we will present a short summary of the squadron’s organizational wing and how it operates.

The “Bridge” 

All Squadrons are managed by a “Bridge of Officers” (referred to as the Bridge) under the command of the Squadron Commander who is responsible to the membership for all areas of operation. The Squadron Commander reports to the District Commander who in turn reports to the National Commander. The Milford “Bridge” consists of the following Officers:

Commander 

Executive Officer 

Administrative Officer 

Squadron Educational Officer 

Treasurer  

Secretary 

Each of the Bridge Officers has a primary responsibility for certain activities, most of which are accomplished through a committee system.  Each committee has a chairman that is responsible to a Bridge Officer. Bridge meetings are generally held monthly and members are always invited to attend. In addition to the elected Bridge of Officers, several appointed officers and committees are also directly responsible to the Commander such as Flag Lieutenant, Chaplain, Legal Officer and Parliamentarian. The Bridge are advised and assisted by an elected Executive Committee and by the members and chairmen of committees who carry out the programs and activities of the Squadron. Milford Squadron is quite small in membership therefore many of these duties have been consolidated within the existing Bridge members. Each edition of the Squadron Newsletter “The Bell” has all the Bridge Officers and the Chairpersons identified.

Rank 

Rank is the title for an office held. It is signified at the squadron level by Cdr. for Commander, Lt/C (Lieutenant Commander) for the other  bridge officers,1st/Lt. (First Lieutenant) for the assistant officers and Lt. (Lieutenant) for committee chairs. 

Grade

Grade is a designation shown after a members name and indicates their educational achievements: S for Seaman, P for Pilot, AP for Advanced Pilot, JN for Junior Navigator and N for Navigator. SN for Senior Navigator signifies that the wearer has earned the USPS Educational Achievement Award for having successfully completed all USPS courses currently offered. The USPS Educational Proficiency Award may be earned by members who have successfully completed Seamanship, Piloting, and Advanced Piloting plus any three current elective courses.

Milford Power and Sail Squadron

Objectives

The objectives of the USPS are as follows:

· To associate selectively, as a boating fraternity, congenial persons of good character having a common love and appreciation of yachting

· To encourage and promote yachting, power and sail, and to provide a practical means to foster fraternal and social relationships among its members interested in yachting.

· To encourage and promote a high amateur standard of skill in the handling and navigation of yachts, power and sail; to encourage and promote the study of the science and art of navigation, seamanship and small boat handling; to develop and promote instructional programs for the benefit of members; and to stimulate members to increase their knowledge of and skill in yachting, through instruction, self educational and participation in marine sports, activities and competitions.

· To encourage its members to abide by recognized yachting traditions, customs and etiquette and;

· To render, and to encourage its members to render, such altruistic, patriotic and other civic service as it may from time to time determine or elect.

The USPS Pledge

“I do solemnly pledge to:

· Abide by the Bylaws of the United States Power Squadrons

· Promote high standards of Navigation and Seamanship

· Maintain my boat and operate it legally

· Render assistance whenever possible

· And conduct myself in a manner that will add prestige, honor and respect to the United States Power Squadrons.
Milford Power and Sail  Squadron

Communication

Other than the Dinner meetings and Bridge Meetings the local Milford Squadron will notify all members regarding events, schedules, changes, etc. thru “The Charles Island Bell” which is the squadron newsletter published and distributed to members once a month. Announcements for member educational courses are made in “The Bell” and made directly to each member on a flyer that gives all the data on the course, date, place and price etc. Public boating courses are also announced in the local newspapers. If a member wants the latest information on any squadron activity he may get it from the web page that is maintained on www.usps.org/localusps/milford. If further information is required any member may call the Administration Officer or the Education Officer. These phone numbers and E-Mail addresses are published on the web page and in the newsletter.

All members also get a copy of “The Ensign” which is a Nationally Published USPS magazine. This magazine will permit the members to become aware of all the changes

and the progress of other districts and squadrons across the country.

Dress Code

At some functions officers and members will be seen wearing uniforms. This is a personal option, as USPS members are not required to wear uniforms. Frequently you will see USPS members wearing a blue blazer with a special pocket emblem. . The blazer is not a uniform, but it may be worn in lieu of a uniform except at formal (bow tie) functions, which are designated before time. The pocket emblem contains the members name, squadron, and grade. Purchase can be made thru Ships Stores at National Headquarters of the USPS. This contact can be obtained on the national web site www.usps.org or as listed in the “Ensign” magazine. It is preferable that any purchases of this nature be arranged thru the Squadron Administration Officer

Ships Store
Members may browse thru the products authorized by the USPS on the USPS web page

www.usps.org under Ships Stores. Items may be ordered directly from this website.

Milford Power and Sail Squadron

The USPS Ensign
Our National USPS Ensign was designed by P/C/C Roger Upton (the founding father of USPS) and P/C/C Charles F. Chapman (of Piloting, Seamanship and Boat Handling fame). Flown only by USPS members, it may be placed on the stern flagstaff of a vessel in place of the United States Ensign. Sail boaters usually fly the USPS Ensign from the lowest starboard spreader of the foremost mast, reserving the stern flagstaff for one of the national flags.
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The Milford Power Squadron Burgee

Creation of a burgee (pennant) for the MPS took place in one of those sudden step changes in USPS growth of the mid-fifties. In the first quarter of ’57  Cdr. John McLauren,  AP, called the first membership meeting and it was voted that they apply to National Headquarters for a squadron charter. The Burgee was one of the early needs for establishing the squadron’s signature.

A contest was sponsored for the burgee design which was won by member Ed Phelan (later to be the 4th Squadron Cdr). Notification of design acceptance came from the USPS Flag and Etiquette Committee per P/C/C  C.F. Chapman on April 22, 1958. A rendering of the design immediately became part of the cover design of the squadron newsletter “The Bell”.
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Milford Power and Sail Squadron
Merit Marks

The “Merit Mark” is the way that both USPS and Milford Power Squadron offer a “thank you” to those members who have contributed their time to the squadron on a yearly basis. On, the recommendation from the Squadron Commander the squadron awards a merit mark certificate to those members who make a substantial contribution in furthering the interests of boating education. The names of those members are submitted to the Squadron Commander on a yearly basis and thereafter are reported formally to the National Commander who issues the certificate.

Life Membership is awarded with honor and gratitude to any member who earns 25 merit marks after contributing 25 years of service to the USPS. All life members are exempt from paying all dues.

Fringe Benefits
· Save up to 26% discount on your Boat Insurance. 23% saving is based on the courses you’ve completed and another 3% is based on having a Vessel Safety Check (Discuss with St. Paul Insurance)

· Enjoy special organizational discounts on services such as:

Sea/Tow Membership

Vessel Assist Membership

Boat/US Membership

· Utilize the Port Captains Program which provides members with travel tips and local information when traveling in unfamiliar areas.

· Members discount on Dell computers (10%)

· Members discount on Maptech software and charts

· Members discount on Nobeltec software, charts, tides and currents (25%)

· Receive a complimentary subscription to “The Ensign” a national magazine loaded with current information on inland and off shore boating.

· Federal Tax deductions for selected USPS expenses for Squadron, District, and National participation. 

Other benefits will be presented occasionally in the newsletter “The Bell” when received. So please read your issue carefully.

Milford Power and Sail  Squadron
USPS Membership

To qualify for membership in the USPS, prospective members must be willing to accept the USPS Pledge and be able to contribute energy and skill to the objectives of the USPS and the local squadron. They must pass the USPS Boating Course, the Coast Guard Aux. Course, the State of Ct. Boating Course or any authorized equivalent. They must be at least 18 years of age and be accepted by the squadron.

Certificate Numbers (generally referred to as E-Numbers) are assigned to all members to identify them throughout the USPS organization. This 7 character designation appears on both the Certificate of Membership and the Membership Card which is issued to each new member by the National Secretary on joining the USPS. All progress thru Educational Courses is retained for each member who is identified to the National Headquarters by their E-Number.

There are three basic types of membership in the USPS-Active Members, Family Members and Squadron Apprentices

Active Members have full membership privileges that include voting, holding elective or appointed office, serving on committees, earning a Merit Mark, attending meetings and social activities, taking educational courses, receiving the USPS publication “The Ensign”, wearing the uniform and flying the USPS Ensign.

Family Members are members of the family of an Active Member. Family members may not hold office, wear the uniform, or fly the Ensign. They may attend all meetings and social activities but not vote. Family members may be recommended for merit marks but merit marks earned do not count toward senior, life, or emeritus status. They may take all educational courses offered by the squadron, after completing required prerequisites. Persons less than 18 years of age, who are dependents of an Active Member and reside in the same household, may hold Junior Family Memberships.

Squadron Apprentices  are  persons 12 years of age and not yet 18 who are not otherwise eligible for membership. A Squadron Apprentice may attend classes and take examinations in all courses, but has none of the other rights of membership

The duty of processing new members through the Squadron Level and then through the District and National Level is the responsibility of the Squadron Membership Chairman. All requests for membership and recommendations for membership should

be processed through the Chairman. He will submit the recommendation to the Squadron Bridge of Officers for a vote and membership approval, and then, if accepted, process the paperwork through the proper channels. After accumulating 5 years of service to USPS the member will be awarded the grade of Senior Member. The Membership Year runs from June to May.

Milford Power and Sail Squadron

USPS Educational Courses- Public Courses

Milford Power Squadron offers several Boating Course choices for the public:



The 6 Lesson (12 hr.) Squadron Boating Course



The 8 hour Boat Smart Course



The 6 hour Chart Smart Course

The Squadron 6 Lesson Boating Course is a 12 hour classroom in-depth course for both power boaters and sail boaters. It is approved by the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA) which means that this course offers those who pass the examination with a grade of 80% or above a Safe Boating Certificate (SBC) commonly referred to as a State of CT “boating license” and a Certificate of Personal Watercraft Safety (CPWO) This course is also recognized by the Coast Guard and the Coast Guard Aux.

The Squadron 12 hour course is divided into 6 sessions of 2 hours each, with the last session for the exam. Instruments necessary for plotting (e.g. plotter, dividers) are furnished along with the text. The course addresses the following topics:

You Are the Skipper



Piloting-The Mariners Compass

                                                        

Boat Terms and Types


Government Regulations

Marine Radiotelephone


Piloting-Distance, Speed, Time

Knots and Lines



The Navigation Rules

Charts 





Piloting- Determining Position

Aid to Navigation



Adverse Conditions and Emergencies

Piloting-Plotting a Course


Trailering

Boat Handling




Personal Watercraft Operation (with Video)

On Passing, State of Ct. applications for the SBC and CPWO are distributed to the students and they are advised on how to complete them prior to sending them to the State of Ct. DEP in Hartford. The student also will receive a certificate of course completion and a wallet card from the Milford Power and Sail Squadron which can be used “on the water” as a license until he or she receives the State of CT license              

Milford Power and Sail  Squadron

The Squadron Boat Smart Course is usually given on two Saturdays of 4 hours duration each. The final exam is given during the last hour. A PWC Video is shown just prior to the exam, which satisfies the State of CT requirement for PWC operation. This course will contain much of the same material in the six-lesson Boating Course except for Piloting (navigation)/Plotting/Chart work and much of the detail has been shortened. A text will be provided however plotting instruments will not be distributed. The student will be advised to continue with the Public Chart Smart Course or, as an option, he or she may be invited, to be considered as a candidate for USPS membership.

Jet Smart is a Personal Watercraft safety course and has been integrated completely in both the 6 lesson Boating Course and the Boat Smart Course. However if required this course can be given alone as a PWC Course.

Chart Smart is a course devoted to introductory piloting techniques, chart reading and plotting of courses. It is the same navigational information given in the 6 lesson Boating Course and is the navigational information that has been omitted from the Boat Smart Course. It may also be presented on its own. It contains its own text and plotting instruments. 
All the above courses comprise the Squadron Public Boating Courses being offered by Milford Power Squadron. They are priced out for materials and operational expenses without any instructional charge for the public. 

Advanced Grade Courses for Members Only

The Advanced Grade Courses are a group of 5 courses in Seamanship and Navigation designed to be taken in order for members only. The courses are given under the following titles:

Seamanship and Boat Handling 


Basic Piloting

Advanced Piloting

Junior Navigation – (Basic Celestial Navigation)

Navigation – (Advanced Celestial Navigation)

If necessary, a student may take Piloting before Seamanship but both must be taken before continuing on to Advanced Piloting.

Milford Power and Sail Squadron
Seamanship Course Description

Seamanship is the skill used in the management of a ship or boat, power and sail. The Seamanship Course examines many new areas of boating knowledge. It expands on most of the material introduced in the USPS Boating Course or the boating course given by the Coast Guard Aux. This course is comprised of 2 modules as follows:

Module I





· Marlinspike




· Safety

· The Skippers Responsibilities

· Before Leaving the Dock

· Weather and Wave Forms

· Hull Design and Care


· Nautical Etiquette and Customs

Module II
· Docking and Hull Design and Care



· Docking & Undocking, Towing and Trailering

· Anchoring, Rafting, Mooring and Dinghies

· Cruising Considerations

· Boating Emergencies





  Once this course and the Piloting course have been completed, the student will have the prerequisites necessary for taking the Advanced Piloting Course.

On passing this course with a grade of 80% or more the student/ member will be awarded the Educational Grade of “S” for Seaman. This grade will be identified in his membership records and he/she will be able to use the grade after his or her name in all squadron functions. This grade will be retained until he receives a higher grade based on the advanced courses taken.

Piloting Course Description
This course will introduce you to the basics of Piloting and Dead Reckoning using 

charts while introducing GPS

Piloting is position determination by reference to terrestrial objects external to a boat. Soundings and bearings on objects, such as aids to navigation and landmarks, enable you to establish lines of position (LOP’s). The point where two or more of these lines intersect represents a known position called a fix. 
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Piloting Course Description (Cont’d)

Dead Reckoning is the determination of position by measuring the course and calculating the distance. This technique requires a watch, a compass, some method of estimating speed, and the use of the formula 60D=ST for calculating dead reckoning (DR) positions at various along the course. 

The topics covered by this course are:

Introduction to Navigation

Tools of Piloting

Plotting and Planning Techniques

On the Water

Beginning GPS Navigation

Monitoring Progress

Manual Piloting

Review and Exam Distribution

Piloting Cruise- A Day Cruise on Bowdich Bay

On passing this course with a grade of 80% or more the student/ member will be awarded the Educational Grade of “P” for Pilot. This grade will be identified in his membership records and he/she will be able to use the grade for all squadron correspondence. This grade will be retained until he receives a higher grade based on the advanced courses taken.

Advanced Piloting Description

Advanced Piloting emphasizes positioning techniques for operating in unfamiliar waters, in extended coastal or inland navigation beyond familiar waters, and under conditions of limited visibility.

This 10 session class will cover such topics as:

Advanced Piloting Considerations

Electronic Navigation Tools

Fixes

Avoidance Techniques

Positioning Techniques

Weekend Cruise Exercise

Working with Tides

The effects of Current and Winds

Plotting with Wind and Currents

Weekend Cruise with Tides, Currents and Winds
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Advanced Piloting Description(Cont’d)
On passing this course with a grade of 80% or more the student/ member will be awarded the Educational Grade of “AP” for Advanced Pilot. This grade will be identified in his membership records and he/she will be able to use the grade for all squadron correspondence. This grade will be retained until he receives a higher grade based on the advanced courses taken

Offshore Navigation Course Description

Offshore navigation is now a compilation/consolidation of the old JN and N courses. It has been prepared based on three main ideas:


It recognizes the increased use of Electronic Navigation


The use of electronics as the primary navigation tool is recognized


Celestial Navigation is considered a backup method

The chapters are entitled as follows:

A Star to Steer Her By (Some new terms, and the theory of celestial)

The Sextant (How does it work?)

Sea Time

Altitude Corrections

Celestial Coordinates

Light List for the Sky (The study of Navigational Stars)

The Celestial LOP

Plotting Celestial LOP’S

Appointment with the Sun-More about Time

Sight Planning

Chart work by Calculator (The Sailings)

Before Casting Off

Wind and Current

Electronic Navigation

Under Way

On passing this course with a grade of 80% or more the student/ member will be awarded the Educational Grade of “JN” for Junior Navigator. This grade will be identified in his membership records and he/she will be able to use the grade for in all squadron correspondence. This grade will be retained until he receives a higher grade based on the advanced courses taken
Milford Power and Sail  Squadron

Elective Courses for Members

 Six Elective courses are offered for membership, which is classroom taught and are necessary to complete your Boating Education.

· Cruise Planning

A course designed for members who plan to cruise for a year or just a weekend, in either a sail or a powerboat. Topics covered are:

Planning a voyage, Financing a voyage, Managing commitments back home, How to equip a cruising boat, crew selection, Provisioning, Voyage management, Entering and Clearing foreign ports, Emergencies afloat, and Security measures.

· Weather

This course is taught in two modules-Basic Weather (Wx 101) and Advanced Weather (Wx 102). Both modules were designed to teach a student how to make weather observations and predictions for a safe boating voyage.

Topics covered in Basic Wx 101 are:

Effects of Heat and Cold, Wind and Pressure, Storms and Fronts, Rain, Humidity and Fog, Floods, Droughts and Winter Precipitation

Topics covered in Advanced Wx 102 are:

Thunderstorms and Tornadoes, Tropical Weather, Atmosphere and Clouds, Forecasting, Climate

· Sail

This course provides a through study of the terminology and dynamics of sailing. There are two modules - SA101 Introduction to Sail and SA102 Advanced Sail.

Topics covered for the entire course are:

Types of hulls and rigs, 

Types of running and standing rigging and their adjustments, 

Hull and water forces caused by wind and waves, 

Forces vs. balance, 

The theory of sailing, 

Points of sailing, 

Sail handling, 

Sailing under various wind conditions, 

Navigation rules unique to sailing vessels.

Milford Power and Sail  Squadron

Elective Courses-Member Courses (cont’d)

· Engine Maintenance

This course covers both marine gasoline and diesel engines including concepts of operation, maintenance and repair. Also included are trouble diagnosis and temporary remedies. Along with Engine systems the following is presented:

Cooling systems, Electrical systems, Fuel systems, Lubricating systems, Power train components, and Ancillary propulsion components.

· Marine Electronics

This course will teach the basics about a boats electric system and electronic system  and will include the following in the class discussion:

Proper wiring, Grounding, Corrosion and electrolysis control, Batteries and their maintenance, Depth finders, Marine radiotelephones, Radar, Loran, GPS, and other electronic systems.

· Instructor Qualification

This course deals with effective communications for the speaker and instructor. It offers practical instruction on:

Preparing for teaching assignments, Preparing for meeting presentations, Effective teaching techniques, Conducting efficient meetings, and Selection and use of audio-visual aids. 

Note—As of June 2006 all USPS instructors must have taken this course in order to continue on with their instructional duties.
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Vessel Safety Check (VSC) Program
The VSC is a free check of a vessel's equipment by Milford Power Squadron Vessel Examiners for compliance with federal, state and local safety requirements. Some of the items checked are: Proper display of numbers, availability of registration/documentation, personal flotation devices, visual distress signals, fire extinguishers, backfire flame control, sound producing devices, navigation lights, state and local requirements and overall vessel condition.

The mission of the program is to instruct every boater on the equipment necessary for proper boat operation in order to minimize the loss of life, avoid personal injury and reduce property damage associated with the use of recreational boats.


The program goals are to improve the demonstrated knowledge, skills, abilities and behaviors of boaters. The VSC program helps to achieve voluntary compliance with federal, state and local recreational boating laws. It also increases the boater's knowledge of safety issues through one-on-one contact with volunteer vessel examiners.


 Ship's captains who receive a passing grade will be given a boat decal for display that assures any on water inspector, Coast Guard, police or Department of Environmental Protection officer that the boat complies with all Connecticut safety requirements.

Each examiner must be qualified by passing an exam related to the inspection requirement. Once he passes he is documented as a Vessel Examiner by USPS National Headquarters and must re-qualify every 3 years to retain his qualification.

[image: image7.wmf] 

The examiners are given a red USPS polo shirt and a tan baseball cap so they may be easily identified at local marinas or the local boat ramps. Milford currently has four members qualified as examiners Bob Post, George Buffinton, Ryan Glad and Dick Boardman. Dick is the chairman of the group and may be contacted if you have any desires to assist in the inspection of boats and would like the details of the requirements to qualify f or this effort.
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Cooperative Charting

Cooperative Charting is the name of the program of civic service performed by the United States Power Squadrons (USPS) in cooperation with the National Ocean Service, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration of the U.S. Department of Commerce. The Program is conducted and administered cooperatively by the National USPS Cooperative Charting Committee and the Marine Chart Division of the National Ocean Service (NOS).
The Program is a major public service of USPS. Under it, USPS members supply information to the NOS Marine Chart Division leading to the production "of accurate, up-to-date nautical and aeronautical charts" and related publications; and the preservation of geodetic control stations in the National Geodetic Reference System. 

Cooperative Charting is recognized as the most effective user-participation program in all of the Federal services. 

WHAT TYPES OF CIVIC SERVICE ARE PERFORMED?
The Program provides a variety of services in support of our nation's charting authority!  USPS members supply information and corrections to nautical charts, small craft charts, Coast Pilot publications, depth surveys, tidal currents and related documents. We also supply information on tidal currents and depth surveys. As a service to other federal agencies, NOS acts as a clearing house on USPS boating related reports such as non-functioning aids to navigation (maintained by the USCG), cable crossings (monitored by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers), and corrections to other agencies' charts and maps (such as the Defense Mapping Agency, Corps of Engineers, and others). 
In addition, because of our success in those efforts, other parts of NOS/NOAA have for many years requested our services, such as the National Geodetic Service (which maintains a database of land-based coordinates [marks] for chart and mapmaking, etc), the Office of Earth Science ( which produces the tide and current books we all use), and Aeronautical Charting (which is related to civil and commercial aviation) now under another agency.   

It is suggested that if you are interested in this program to contact the Squadron Executive Officer who will assist you in becoming an active participant.
Appendix l

The United States Power Squadrons
The USPS was founded in 1912 at the Boston Yacht Club in Marblehead, Mass. and is the world’s largest private boating fraternity. Today over 50,000 members participate in more than 446 squadrons, assigned to 33 districts throughout the United States and its territories, and in several over seas locations.

USPS is an organization of people who share a common love for boating and support the prime USPS objective of “Safe Boating through Education”. It includes power boaters, sailors, and those who do not own boats. There are no barriers to membership such as race, religion, sex or ethnic background. The USPS is not affiliated with any governmental organization and is qualified and operated as a non-profit corporation.

History
The USPS was founded 1912 and incorporated in 1914 at the New York Yacht club in New York City. In 1912 a Rear Commodore of that club, Roger Upton, was the sole   force behind its origin. From the beginning, boating education was high on the USPS list of objectives. Over the years it has grown to be the largest National, private, non-profit, boating education organization in the world. USPS has expanded its scope to includes sail boating as well as power boating

The National Office of the USPS is presently located in Raleigh, North Carolina. This office governs all the 33 Districts and 440 Squadrons and regulates the management and policies of USPS. Milford Power Squadron is currently in District 1 of the USPS.

Organization
The National Organization of the USPS is in Raleigh, N.C. and sets guidelines, provides educational courses and materials that enable the squadrons to meet their primary objective of offering a boating education to the public. In addition the USPS provides a fine educational program to its members who are encouraged to participate in civic activities and to enjoy the company of their fellow members. All three levels of USPS, national, district and squadron are led by officers known as Commander, Executive Officer, Administrative Officers, Secretary, and Treasurer.(Commonly referred to as the Bridge). There are also elected and appointed committees who report to these officers. A Typical organization chart for the Squadron is presented in Appendix II.

Appendix II

Typical Squadron Organizational Chart
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Typical District Organizational Chart 

Appendix III

Milford Sail and Power Squadron

Flag Etiquette

The following instructions are to assist the new boater (new member) in flying the most common flags related to the USPS. These instructions can be further explored in the text “Chapman Piloting Seamanship& Small Boat Handling” which is considered the “Bible” for USPS members.

United States Ensign

The US Ensign is proper for all U.S. yachts, without reservation. This is “Old Glory” with 50 stars and 13 stripes. All boats, when at anchor, fly it from the stern staff, if so equipped, only while occupied. I t is flown from the stern staff of powerboats underway on inland waters. If the powerboat has a mast and gaff, the proper display is at the gaff. On a sports fisherman, where a stern staff would be in the way of the action, the practice is to fly the ensign from a halyard rigged just behind the tuna tower.

On Marconi-rigged sailboats under sail alone, the practice for many years had been to fly the ensign from the leech of the aftermost sail, approximately 2/3 the length of the leech above the clew. This puts it in about the same position it would occupy if the boat were gaff-rigged, and on gaff-rigged sailboats it is proper to fly the ensign from the peak of the aftermost gaff.

The advent of the modern high-aspect-ratio rig, with the boom end well inboard of the stern, has made it possible to fly the ensign from the stern staff of a sail boat underway, and this is now an accepted practice. However, the ensign should never be displayed while the boat is racing. Under power alone, or at anchor or made fast, the ensign should be flown from the stern staff of all sailboats. If an overhanging boom requires that the staff be off center, it should preferable be on the starboard side.

United States Yacht Ensign

This is the 13 star “Betsy Ross” flag, with a fouled anchor in the union. Originally restricted to documented vessels of a specific classification, it is now flown on recreational boats of all types and sizes instead of the national flag. Many yacht clubs now follow by laws requiring that the yacht ensign be flown regardless of boat size or documentation status. Whenever a boat is taken into international or foreign waters, however, the 50 star US ensign is the proper flag to display and the yacht ensign is not to be displayed.

Appendix III (cont’d)

Milford Sail and Power Squadron


United States Power Squadrons Ensign

The USPS ensign is flown as a signal to others that the boat is commanded by an active member of USPS in good standing. USPS is a national fraternity of boaters dedicated to better and safer boating through education and civic service.

The preferred location for flying the USPS ensign is the starboard yardarm or spreader, underway or at anchor, or made fast to shore, on motor and sailing craft. It may be flown from the stern stall in place of the US or yacht ensign, but this is usually done only on smaller boats that lack a mast. On sailboats underway, it may be flown from the aftermost peak or leech in place of other ensigns.

The USPS ensign may be flown at its proper location on boats displaying the US Coast Guard Aux. ensign to indicate the owner is a member of both organizations; however, it cannot be flown if the craft is under Coast Guard orders.

USPS Squadron Burgee

Generally triangular in shape although sometimes swallow-tailed the club burgee may be flown by day and night as determined by the individual club. It is flown from the bow staff of mastless and single-masted motorboats, at the foremost masthead of vessels with two or more masts, and the main masthead of ketches and yawls. The burgee may be flown while underway (but not racing) and at anchor. 

Appendix IV

Milford Sail and Power Squadron Bridge Officers and Chairpersons

Milford Power Squadron Bridge of Officers 2008

Commander



Al Mongillo


(203) 734-5213






amongillo@sikorsky.com
Executive Officer


Bruce Ross


(203) 378-9780






bruce2sail@aol.com
Squadron Education Officer
Bob Reeves


(203) 876-8261






bobr876@aol.com
Ass’t Squadron Education Officer
Bob Post


(203) 878-0107






rpost02@snet.net
Financial Officer


William Rinckel

(203) 882-9994






wrinckle@us.ibm.com
Administration Officer

Hank Chmielewski

(203) 878-5203






henry.j.chmielewski@snet.net
Secretary



Bill Carotenuto

(203) 734-5453

Membership



Bob Post


(203) 878-0107





rpost02@snet.net
Audit C/P



Tony Barbieri

(203) 874-4214






Fax: 876-8131

Safety & Chairman VSC 

Hank Chmielewski

(203) 878-5203






henry.j.chmielewski@snet.net


Computer



Bruce Ross


(203) 378-9780






bruce2sail@aol.com
Chairman Boating Activities
Hank Chmielewski

(203) 878-5203






henry.j.chmielewski@snet.net
Public Relations


Bob Reeves


(203) 876-8261






bobr876@aol.com
Port Captain



Bob Reeves


(203) 876-8261






bobr876@aol.com
Co-Op Charting/Historian

Al Mongillo


(203) 734-5213






amongillo@sikorsky.com
Publications/Editor “The Bell”
Gabe Cardova

(203) 878-4727






gabeski@optonline.net
United States Power Squadron
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