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RMPS Ship’s Store

1/Lt Bonnie A. Boshart, P

Squadron Events
Lt/C Lorraine B. Ryan, S, Administrative Officer
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Let us show our Squadron spirit by sporting the Rocky

Mount Power Squadron logo on clothing, burgees, or
hats. Easy shopping at the RMPS Ship's Store is a&phon
call away — call me at 919-284-1608. Call anytime!

The following items are available with the embroidere
Rocky Mount Power Squadron logo: $ (

Nautical Jackets
RMPS Red Tie
RMPS Burgees
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( % $
$65

$24
$20 $$ :

Polo shirts, white, blue, or khaki $25 -1.9%

Denim shirts, long or short sleeve $30

Hats, white or blue
Boat bags (tote bags)

Sweatshirts, white or blue

Jackets
Logo Tee Shirt, White
Nametag

April Birthdays
Cathy A. Payne
John B. Grey, Jr.
Gregory Zolas

$12 | " /
$15
$20
$47
$15 / ( ! $
$11.25 % ! ((
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16 May I

22 May $ $
28 May 1"



RMPS Calendar 2008

Saturday
03 May

1830 Monday
05 May

1830 Monday
12 May

24-26 May
1830 Monday
02 June

Saturday
07 June

20-22 June

1830 Monday
07 July

Saturday
16 August

30 August -
01 September

3-8 September

31 October —
02 November

Co-Op Charting Workshop
Norfolk

RMPS Family Night
Western Sizzlin Steak House
Rocky Mount

RMPS Bridge Meeting
TBD

Memorial Day Weekend Cruise
Edenton Town Dock

RMPS Family Night

Co-Op Charting
Alligator River

District 27 Rendezvous
Ramada Hotel — Lake Wylie

RMPS Family Night

Rendezvous with Tar River Squadron
Labor Day Cruise
USPS® Governing Board Meeting
Detroit Marriott Renaissance Center
D27 Fall C/C Meeting

Sheraton Hotel
Atlantic Beach, NC

Rocky Mount Power Squadron, Inc.

Patrons (Newsletter and Roster Sponsors)

Barnes Steel Services P/C/C L. M. Barnes Ill, SN

Boddie-Noell Enterprises, Inc. P/C Nelson Gainey, AP

Medical Park Pharmacy Randy G. Crawford

Amsoil Synthetic Lubricants Robert H. Bruner, P

Sponsors
Become a “Newsletter Sponsor” by placing a business adr
to run each month through December for only $50.

Friends of the Squadron
Robert H. Bruner, P
Bobby and Lynda Brown
Chuck and Linda Sawyer
P/Lt/C Lorraine B. Ryan, S
P/C H. Clay Helm, JN and 1/Lt Wilma A. Helm, S
Cdr R. Stephen Boshart, P and 1/Lt Bonnie A. Boshart, P
Lt/C Kendall M. Cranston, AP and Kaye Cranston
Lt/C Dave Bock, AP and Lt/C Kelly A. Bock, AP
P/C Nelson Gainey, AP and Ondra Gainey
D/C Ann T. Bailey, AP

A donation to the Squadron of $10 or more will have your
name listed as a “Friend of the Squadron” through December



COOPERATIVE CHARTING

P/C Phillip A. Benson, JN
Chair, Cooperative Charting Committee

The results from last year have been finalized and A new year has begun and we have an outing planned for
District 27 finished third in the rankings. Even thbuayr 07 June. Hopefully the weather will cooperate and

own squadron’s participation was down considerably we can meet on the Alligator River, somewhere tiear
relative to previous years, we managed to finish 16 Alligator River Marina. This area is included on @ha
nationwide and ¥ in the district. This is in spite of the 11553, our adopted chart, and we have not surveyed this
fact that our last planned outing was once againcaffe part of it in my time with the squadron. It will beagbto

due to weather. Note in the chart below that Charlott explore a new area and hopefully provide information to
leads the District and had eight participants. Weg onl help in updating this chart. I will provide more

edged out Greensboro based on the % Excess. information prior to June"? Anyone interested in
Greensboro did and excellent job of getting people to participating should let me know.

participate with 19 individuals earning points.

01 April 2007 thru 31 March 2008 District 27 Results



Vessel Safety Check

P/C Alvin E. Paetzell, AP
Chair, VSC Committee

Is Your Boat Ready?

Verify that you have the recommended safety
equipment, that it is up-to-date, and that your vessel
is ready for boating.

Call any of our Vessel Examiners to get yéuee
2008 Vessel Safety Chedloday. We have plenty of
2008 VSC decals on hand (pictured at right). You
can even prepare ahead of time by performing your
own pre-VSC online at www.safetyseal. bgt

clicking on “Virtual Vessel Safety Check”.

Now is the time to get out there and inspect boatsad@doe bashful, just ask all the boaters that youfseeii
can give them a safety inspection to insure that ¢beyply with the US and North Carolina boating regulation
Tell them that regulations are updated from time to & yearly inspections are the way to remain curfent.
anyone needs materials please let me kiimaget credit for non-registered boats (canoes, kayaisy@u must
enter "NON-REGIST" in the registration number coluinonly have one report for 08. If anyone has reports

please get them to m@ontact me at 252 823-2469aanddotp@yahoo.conif you would like to become a Vessel
Examiner.

Thanks Al

Vessel Examiner Telephone Email Primary Area of Safet¢hecks
P/C/C L. M. Barnes Ill, SN 252 446-7192 Imbarnesiii@suddemletk Rocky Mount and Beaufort

P/C Phillip A. Benson, AP 252 212-1723 philbenson.phil@gmail.comrRocky Mount

P/C James F. Dugan lll, SN 252 637-5319 vsc@duganotero.com Bé&tevand Oriental

P/C Nelson Gainey, AP 252 443-4171 nelsongainey@boddienaellRocky Mount and Jordan Creek
P/C Alvin E. Paetzell, AP 252 823-2469 alanddotp@yahoo.com rbof@and Washington

P/C Christopher E. Payne, AP 252 641-1233 cepsmpcs@aol.com ra, adbaford, and Edenton

Boating Safety - P/C Alvin E. Paetzell, AP Chair, Safety Committee

It is the time of the year when the water in the lakes, streams, and rivers begin to warm up, and the fish once again get
active. Many of us will get into small johnboats and go fishing. Fred Bonner in the April 13 issue of the Washington Daily
News cautions us to think safety as we fish early in the year. Falling overboard is a real danger when fishing from a small
boat. The water is still cold and the shock of finding yourself overboard can be a traumatic experience. Fred, quoting from
Boat US, points out five steps to keep in mind when falling overboard:

1. Wear your life jacket at all times. A fully clothed adult has difficulty getting back in a small boat even with the aid
of a ladder.
2. Use a ladder or other devise making it possible to get back aboard. A four-inch webbing can make an effective
ladder and should be approximately 20 inches below the water line.
3. Whatever boarding devise you have, be sure that it works with your boat. Practice can be life saving in this
situation.
4. Be sure that you can reach the boarding device from the water. It will do you little good if you cannot reach it from
the water.
5. Practice with your boarding ladder, device, until you are confident it will work . Most small boats will capsize if the
ladder is mounted on the gunnels.
Please take time to be sure you get back aboard in the event you find yourself overboard. If it can happen it will happen at
some time or other. | know, | have been boating since | was 5 years old, and | was 65 years old when | suddenly found
myself overboard for no good reason.



Educational Department
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Leave A Mark..... RMPS
education footprints

Report provided by P/C H. Clay Helm, JN

Spring is the season of rebirth. So goes the education
department of the squadron. First, | want to thank Lt/C
Mary Sitton, P for taking the helm of the education
department and steering it on the present course. We
just finished the Spring Public Boating Class with five
students taking the exam. Mary has turned in her
resignation as Squadron Education Officer due to other
commitments. Thank you from all of us.

| started with talking about rebirth. The squadron is now
looking for someone to fill the post of SEO. The basic
gualifications are that the person has to have passed
Piloting and have a desire to lead the education team.
All applicants address your resumes to Cdr. Kendall
Cranston, AP.

These are exciting times for education in the USPS.
Most of the advanced grade and elective courses have
been rewritten. They are now in CD format (no more
transparencies) and use electronics as the basic
navigation system. There is also a series of new one-
day seminars and short mini-courses. We will be rolling
these out in the next few months.

The other news is the Operator Certification program.
There are four levels of certification (inland, coastal,
advanced coastal, and offshore). These certifications
are similar to the type certification an operator would get
if they went to one of the schools to certify for chartering
boats. This is very new and | do not know all about them
yet. More information will be presented in the next few
months.

In this time of change, a new SEO will be installed; the
education department will be expanded with rolls for
chairperson for Public Boating Course, Seminar,
Advanced Grades, and Elective Grades. We will also be
looking for instructors.

As we go forth in 2008, the USPS and our squadron will
be the primary boating education authority in the country.
We will have the best, most up-to-date and complete line
of courses for our members and the general public. Itis
our responsibility to look to the future as an opportunity
for growth and recognition.

H. Clay Helm, JN

Memorial Day Edenton Rendezvous
23-26 May 2008

Lt/C Lorraine B. Ryan, S, Administrative Officer

Come one; come all to our first rendezvous of the
boating season in beautiful downtown Edenton on
Memorial Day Weekend.

Plan to arrive on Friday evening, Saturday or just come
for the day on Sunday. Although there are numerous B
& B’s and motels in the area, both Cathy & Chris and
Wilma & Clay have also offered their extra bedrooms to
us at Holiday Island. Just reserve your room with them
early!

We will probably dine at Waterman’s on Saturday
evening as we have in the past. In addition, we will have
a cookout on Sunday at the Town Dock Park.

Check out the Edenton website for reserving a spot for
your boat: www.visitedenton.com

You need to reserve early but there is no charge for the
first 48 hours of dockage. A credit card is needed to
reserve as this is a holiday weekend.

Please call Cathy (252-641-1233) to let her know if you
are attending this event and the dates you plan on
attending.

We will be cruising the Albemarle or the Chowan or any
other river that has enough draft for our boats!

I know that the weather will be perfect, isn't it always on
Memorial Day weekend? So bring your suntan lotion,
your floppy hat, your appetite, and plan on some FUN!



Boating Class Graduates
Congratulations to:

Charles Walston , Sue Walston , Jean Kibbe , Paul Lewis , and Joe Brewer for successfully completing the course
and passing the final exam with flying colors!!!

P/C Dr. Robert John Sheridan, AP

P/C Dr. Robert John Sheridan, AP passed away 19 April 2098:ad 85 and died of respiratory failure after g

brief illness at Nash General Hospital. Originallyrfr New York, he attended Duke University medical school.

He served in the US Navy and ultimately completed Ilsisleacy at the University of Michigan. He served as g
pediatrician in the Rocky Mount area for many years.

In 1978 he served as the seventh Commander of the RoakytNMower Squadron. The following is an excerp
of from our history records of his year as commander.

1978 Robert J. Sheridanserved as the seventh Commander. RMPS was an Holi@dradron in cooperative

charting again this year as we returned to the Paafiea. Our salt-water rendezvous was held in
conjunction with the Mullet Festival in Swansboro.doating classes were held at Nash Technical Irest
and a Seamanship class was held for the squadron. Tdvensgpassed our first elective course, Engine
Maintenance.
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Thursday, March 27, 2008

USCG 6-pack Requires TWIC

United States Coast Guard (USCG) & Department of Homeland Security (DHS) have announced that if you hold any
USCG license (including a Coast Guard 6 pack or any Masters license) you have just 6 months left to get a new piece of
plastic or your license will be invalidated. Your license will be invalid after Sept 2008 if you do not get a TWIC Card
(Transportation Worker Identity Card) from Homeland Security. To get it you have to go personally to their satellite offices
and apply for and pay approx. $130 and produce id, and they will take your personal information to have their contractor,
Lockheed, prepare and produce a new biometric id card for you to carry. It can be read by automated readers and USCG
personnel with wands in the future if they board your vessel. They are into checking IDs now and this is part of the plan for
the future to protect our waterways. If you lose your card it costs $60 for a new one. You have to apply for it in person, and
then wait one or two months and return to the identical satellite office where you applied to pick up your new TWIC card.

They cannot mail or deliver it and if you are traveling, you are out of luck and need to fly back to where you applied. They
are issued by each office separately. If you want to schedule an appointment or ask a question you can contact them by
phone on their single national site. No local phones to inquire at. They can deal with you in either Spanish or English when
you call. They have a web site explaining it: http://www.twicinformation.com

Future boardings by the USCG will not only check your boat but also your ID.

Don Baker
New Jersey State Legislative Representative
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Story and pictures by Lt/C Lorraine B. Ryan, S, Ad
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George W. Powell, Jr. Amateur Paleontologist Wilma Helm, Clay Helm, Chris Payne and
Steve Boshart

Part of Mr. Powell's personal collection. More of Mr. Powell's collection.

Chris and Steve listening intently. Sally Benson, Cathy Payne and Wilma Helm sifting
through the trailer full of soil and gravel for fossils.



Published by the

A Unit of District 27
The United States Power Squadrons ®

Sail and Power Boating
Kendall M. Cranston, AP, Commander

P/C Phillip A. Benson, JN, Editor

website: www.usps.org/localusps/rockymount
e-mail: philbenson.phil@gmail.com
1100 Mashie Lane
Rocky Mount, North Carolina 27804

[FIRST CLASS MAIL




