
THE COASTAL  
PLAINS SIGNAL  

October 2009  
 

ROCKY MOUNT POWER SQUADRON, INC. �

 

 

 
 

Commander’s Message 
Cdr David F. Bock, AP 

 

Fall is in the air…. It is the time of year when for 
many of us that our days on the water become 
shorter and less frequent.  It also means the start 
of our fall public boating class.  As many of you are 
aware, our fall boating class started on 15 
September 2009 and we currently have four 
students taking that course.  Unfortunately, the 
news of the new bill 43 has not been promoted very 
much since it was passed this past summer.  I 
hope that it will hit the news and be promoted so 
that our younger boaters are not surprised when 
they are out on the water next spring when the bill 
takes affect.  Just as a reminder, anyone under the 
age of 26 that wishes to operate a boat with over 
10 hp will be required to have successfully taken a 
safe boating course.  If you know of any family or 
friends that are in the age category, please direct 
them to our website to get more information on the 
bill, and to stay tuned for our next boating public 
boating class. 

 Last weekend I had the pleasure of attending a 
district meeting held in New Bern, NC.  A few of our 
squadron members were in attendance, and our 
own Phil Benson hosted a break out session on 
Co-Operative Charting.  I was very pleased that 
Rocky Mount Power Squadron had a number of 

people that made the national honor roll for Co-Op 
charting, and our squadron also one a very special 
award in relation to Co-Op charting.  More details 
to come at our annual Past Commander’s Pig 
Pickin. 

 Just as a reminder to all, our Past Commander’s 
Pig Pickin will be held on 18 October 2009 at the 
Sharpsburg Exchange Club. Please come and 
enjoy the feast our past commander’s will prepare 
for you.  In addition to the Pig Pickin, we are 
planning our next family night to be in the 
beginning of November at which Robert Brunner 
will present the USPS Weather Seminar. Stay 
tuned for more details! 

 I hope to see everyone at the Pig Pickin!  Enjoy 
the cooler fall days on the water… 

�
�
�����������	
��
��������������������
���������
 

 
 

COMING EVENTS ����
 
1800 Monday    Bridge Meeting 
05 October   La Perla Tapa Tia, Rocky Mount 
 
1700 Monday Past Commanders’ Pig Pickin 
18 October  Sharpsburg Exchange Club 
     Sharpsburg, NC 
 
02 November Family Night 
     The Rib Hut 
     Wilson, NC 
 

 



  

 
 
 
RMPS Calendar  2009 
 
 
1800 Monday RMPS Bridge Meeting 
05 October La Perla Tapa Tia, Rocky Mount 
 
18 October Past Commander’s Pig Pickin 
 Exchange Club Sharpsburg, NC 
 
1830 Monday          Family Night 
02 November Weather Seminar 
 The Rib Hut, Wilson, NC 
 
1800 Monday RMPS Bridge Meeting 
09 November La Perla Tapa Tia, Rocky Mount 
 
1900 Tuesday Public Boating Class Final Exam 
10 November Edgecombe Community College 
 Rocky Mount Campus, Room 258 
 
05 December Christmas Party and Annual Meeting 
 The Legacy, Elm City, NC 
 
16 January 2010 D27 Winter Training Meeting 
 Raleigh, NC 
 
01-07 February  USPS Annual Meeting 
 Orlando, FL. 
 
20 February RMPS COW 
 
19-20 March 2010 D27 Council/Conference/ COW 
 Wrightsville Beach, NC 
 
 
 

 
Rocky Mount Power Squadron, Inc. 

Patrons (Newsletter and Roster Sponsors) 
 
Barnes Steel Services  P/C/C L. M. Barnes III, SN 
 
Medical Park Pharmacy  Randy G. Crawford 
 
Amsoil Synthetic Lubricants  Robert  H. Bruner, P 
 
Wooten’s Marine, Inc.  The Wooten Family 
 

Sponsors 
Become a “Newsletter Sponsor” by placing a business card ad 
to run each month through December for only $50. 
 

Friends of the Squadron 

Lt/C Robert H. Bruner, P 

Bobby Brown 

Lynda Brown 

Chuck Sawyer 

Linda Sawyer 

P/Lt/C Lorraine B. Ryan, S 

Lt/C Kendall M. Cranston, AP and Kaye Cranston 

P/C Christopher E. Payne, AP 

P/C Cathy A. Payne, S 

P/R/C U. Glenn Daughtridge, AP 

Pam Gilreath 

P/C Nelson Gainey, AP and Ondra Gainey 

A donation to the Squadron of $10 or more will have your 
name listed as a “Friend of the Squadron” through December. 
 

 

 



 
UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS DISTRICT 27 AWARDS 
NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE COOPERATIVE CHARTING PROGRAM  
BASED ON REPORTS RECEIVED April 1, 2008 through Mar ch 31, 2009  
 
Squadrons that made the National Honor Roll 
 
Squadron    National Rank           
Rocky Mount    4 
Charlotte     6 
Greensboro     19 
Goldsboro     22 
Ft. Macon     43 
Catawba      44 
 
Individuals that made the National Honor Roll 
 
Name       National Rank    Squadron 
Rodgers, John J.     5         Charlotte 
Benson, Phillip A.    15         Rocky Mount 
Davis, George W.    28         Charlotte 
Helm, Clay H.     39         Rocky Mount 
Summers Ed      49         Goldsboro 
Wessel III Conrad Bowman 52         Goldsboro 
Long, Paul DeMars    57         Greensboro 
Payne, Cathy E.     78         Rocky Mount 
Ryan, Lorraine B.    79         Rocky Mount 
Helm, Wilma      95         Rocky Mount 
Ibach III, Charles Roland  105        Charlotte 
Cranston, Kaye     112        Rocky Mount 
Cranston, Kendall M.   113        Rocky Mount 
Paetzell, Alvin E.    114        Rocky Mount 
Paetzell, Dorothy S.   115        Rocky Mount 
Kelly, Daniel A.     117        Greensboro 
Payne, Christopher E.   125        Rocky Mount 
Drum Sr, C Douglas    129        Charlotte 
Myers Jr, Brevard S.    136        Charlotte 
Parker, Henry Worth    147        Catawba 
Summers, Rema     148        Goldsboro 
Zolas, Gregory     153        Rocky Mount 
Standridge, Paul A.    166        Charlotte 
Miles,  Allen      170        Albemarle 
Ford, John       213        Shallotte 
Lambert, Charles L.    214        Shallotte 
Moore, Lloyd A.     234        Cape Lookout 
 
The above awards were presented at the Members Award Luncheon during the District 27 Fall Council and 
Conference in New Bern. Congratulations to all and a special thank you to the participants from Rocky Mount. 
 
Cooperative Charting Committee Chair  P/C Phillip A. Benson, JN    



Vessel Safety Check 

P/C Alvin E. 

Paetzell, AP  
Chair, VSC Committee 

 
 

Note to examiners. Please turn in the white copy of 
204 or ANSC7012.  
 

Call any of our Vessel Examiners to get your Free  
Vessel Safety Check today. We have plenty of 2009 
VSC decals on hand (pictured at right). You can even 
prepare ahead of time by performing your own pre-
VSC online at www.safetyseal.net by clicking on 
“Virtual Vessel Safety Check”.  
 
 Thanks Al  

 

 
Contact me at 252 823-2469 or alanddotp@yahoo.com if you would like to become a Vessel Examiner. 
 

Vessel Examiner Telephone Email Primary Area of Safety Checks 
P/C/C L. M. Barnes III, SN 252 446-7192 lmbarnesiii@suddenlink.net  Rocky Mount, Beaufort 
P/C Phillip A. Benson, AP 252 212-1723 philbenson.phil@gmail.com Rocky Mount 
P/C Nelson Gainey, AP  252 443-4171 nelsongainey@boddienoell.com Rocky Mount, Jordan Creek 
P/C Alvin E. Paetzell, AP 252 823-2469 alanddotp@yahoo.com Tarboro and Washington 
P/C Christopher E. Payne, AP 252 641-1233 cepsmpcs@aol.com Tarboro, Hertford, Edenton 
 

 

 

FIRE EXTINGUSHERS 

Question: During a recent visit to the local West 
Marine store, it was noted that there was not a 
single fire extinguisher with the A-B-C marking or 
rating. The only ones they had were marked Gas/ 
Electrical.... No letter markings on them.  
 
Don't they use A-B-C anymore? Are extinguishers 
considered acceptable for VSC purposes if they 
indicate the type of fire on which they are designed 
to use (Liquid) and have a legible USCG approval 
number?  
 
 
Answer: Some fire extinguishers may have word descriptions instead of letters to indicate what type of fires 
they are designed to fight. What we look for to determine if a fire extinguisher meets the requirements for 
carriage on boats is the U S Coast Guard approval on the label. If a fire extinguisher has that approval, it 
meets the requirements.  
George R Bores, BC-VTR 

 



Leave A Mark….. RMPS education footprints 
    SEO P/C H. Clay Helm, JN 
    ASEO Wilma Helm, S 
     
Passports 
Members pursuing certification will have 
a "BOC Passport" to record their progress. 
The Passport is part of the Inland 
Navigator Kit, which is available through 
squadron SEOs. These will be signed by 
certifiers and instructors. For courses, 
seminars and skill demonstrations 
completed before the issuing of the 
passport, the SEO or certifier can sign the 
appropriate spaces based on national or 
squadron records. It is important for the member to keep a passport and for squadron certifiers to keep back-up 
records of these events. These kits are available at a price of $35.00 for members. If you are interested, please 
contact me at Canalgal@embarqmail.com or call at 252-955-9905. 
 
 
 

Public Boating Class 
The Public Boating Class began 15 September at 
Edgecombe Community College. We are using the 
America’s Boating Course, 3rd Edition. This material 
worked well in the spring class and was well received 
by the students. Anyone willing to help instruct or 
proctor these classes should contact Clay or Wilma. 
Come out some Tuesday evening and meet our 
students.  Canalgal@embarqmail.com or call at 252-
955-9905. 
 

 
 
The Weather Seminar 
Our Family Night on 02 November will be at the Rib Hut in Wilson, NC. As a follow-up to the Hurricane 
Seminar, Robert Bruner will be presenting the Weather Seminar. Changing weather conditions can convert what 
was a delightful day on the water into a real challenge. Forecasting what weather you will encounter is one of 
the top priorities for safe boating. Should we go out? When should we come in? These are important questions, 
but some fundamental understanding of the weather can help you make these decisions. That is what this 
seminar is all about. This seminar will also help you in meeting the BOC requirements, so join us and make 
yourself an even safer boater. 
 

 



D/27 Fall Council and Conference  
Phil Benson, Sally Benson and Robert Bruner provide d the following pictures. 

 

  
The Trolley Tour 

 

Dave Bock, Robert Bruner, Phil Benson and Lorenzo 
Johnson(Shallotte) 

  
Clay Helm receiving his Honor Roll Award from V/C John 

Alter, SN and Phil Benson 
 

Chris Payne receiving his Honor Roll Award from V/C John 
Alter, SN and Phil Benson 

  
V/C John Alter, SN, Dave Bock, D/Lt/C Jamie McCurry, AP 
and Phil Benson. You will have to come to the Pig Pickin to 

learn more about this. 

Phil and Sally Benson at Dinner. The Buffet Dinner was 
delicious. 

 

         

 



HIGHER GROUND  
 

The Cranston’s have continued their journey around the Great Circle and are currently somewhere on the Mississippi 
River. They plan to be in Nashville, TN before 18 October and plan to be at the Past Commander’s Pig Pickin before 
continuing their journey. The following was extracted from their blog and describes their return to US waters. You can 
read their complete story at http://highergroundjourney.blogspot.com/  

 

We arrived at Drummond Island on August 21, two months and 
two days after entering Quebec. Drummond Island was 
originally part of Canada and was fortified after the War of 
1812, but was given to the US after the Treaty of Ghent and is 
now part of Michigan. This is where we cleared US Customs, 
which went smoothly. The marina notified the Customs Officer 
who came to our boat asked a few questions, checked our decal 
(which seems to be just revenue for the government to pay for 
customs personnel), and filled out a form. We were done and 
taking down our quarantine flag in less than 10 minutes. After a 
night at the Drummond Island Yacht Haven, we headed back 
out into Lake Huron for a trip to Mackinac Island. We entered 
the harbor and after settling in went for a walked down the 
main street. Quite of bit of the downtown is like beach tourist 
traps but there are interesting parts such as the ostentatious 
Victorian houses and Inns.  

 
 

The next day we took the traditional horse drawn trolley tour. 
Kaye gave me scathing reviews later for not taking any pictures 
of the horse drawn vehicles since that is the hallmark of 
Mackinac Island - no motor powered vehicles allowed! 
However, I did take pictures of the first stop on our tour, the 
butterfly house. 
 
Inside the glass hot house were butterflies from all over the 
world with plants that are their favorites. The butterflies would 
land on you and you had to be inspected before you went out to 
keep from carrying a "guest". 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Of course the highlight for me was the last stop which was Fort 
Mackinac (which you seasoned travelers know is pronounced 
Mack in augh not Mack in ack.) The forts exhibits exceeded 
my expectations and included in one exhibit a hologram of an 
1840's doctor and a doctor from this century telling how they 
did or would now treat various illnesses or injuries. The fort is 
up on the tall hill with an excellent view of the harbor.  
 

 

 

 

 

This view shows the Mackinac Island State Harbor in the 
foreground the main street on the far right and four of the many 
ferries that ply the waters around the island. One company’s 
ferries are designed to shoot up a stream of water behind which I 
assume is just for show. Two shown are catamarans. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

After two nights, we left the harbor heading west and caught 
sight of the famous Grand Hotel. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Within a couple hours, the Mackinac Bridge came into view. 
This bridge built in 1957 connects Lower Michigan to the 
upper part called the UP or Upper Peninsula. The total length 
is 3.64 miles  

 

 

 

 



 

 

         

 

 

 
 
 
 

THE PAST COMMANDERS OF THE  
ROCKY MOUNT POWER SQUADRON 

 

Request the Honor of Your Presence at Our 
 

PAST COMMANDERS’ PIG PICKING 
Cocktails/Social at 1700 

Dinner at 1800 
Sunday 

The Eighteenth of October 2009 
 

Exchange Club 
Sharpsburg, North Carolina 

Casual Attire - B.Y.O.L. 

 
To drive to the Exchange Club, approach Sharpsburg on US 301. From the north, take the first paved road past the signal light to your 
right. From the south, take the first paved road before signal light to your left. Proceed three blocks. The exchange club will be on your 
left.  

P/C  Kendall M. Cranston, AP 

150 Rainbow Drive  #5052 

Livingston, TX   77399 

k2cranston@yahoo.com 

 
 
 



 

                                        _ FIRST CLASS_ 
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A Unit of District 27 
The United States Power Squadrons ® 

Sail and Power Boating 
David F. Bock, AP, Commander 

P/C Phillip A. Benson, JN, Editor 
website: www.usps.org/rockymount 
e-mail: philbenson.phil@gmail.com 

1100 Mashie Lane 
Rocky Mount, North Carolina 27804 

 

 

 

 

 

 


