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Members and Guests Meeting Information

When—Tuesday, 17 March 2009
Time—Saocial 1830, Dinner 1900
Where—The Boathouse, Augusta, GA
Program—Wildlife on the Savannah River

When—Tuesday, 21 April 2009
Time—Saocial 1830, Dinner 1900
Where—The Boathouse, AugusSA
Program—Development of River
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ONE cALL

Handyman Services

Licensed, Bonded & Insured mem m"m ﬂf
www.onecallhandyman.com Immm nl ' s
20) Years Experience .
Richard H. Johnson Office: T06-863-5563
3876 Wrightshoro Road Fax: T06-860-T449 -
Augusta, Georgia 30909 Cell: T06-533-4941

MAIN ST. NEW ELLENTON, S.C.

All Waork Guarantesd

St. Simons Island, GA Vacation Rental
On-the-Water with Roof Top Pool

Reserved, Covered Parking
Reasonable Rates

For more details, call owners,
Audie and Paulette Holmes

(706) 737-8113

FRED & ARLENE e L RAEC
FAVOUR

Estate Jewelry Company

Abways Buying

506 Georgia Avenue
North Augusta, SC 29841
(803) 279-8362

IF YOU
CAN READ
THIS, THEN

HELP SOMEONE WHO CAN'T
Metro Adult Literacy Council
and
Augusta State University’s
Literacy in Action

(706) 733-7043
- HOTLINE -

Dr. Paulette Harris
Workshops & Seminars
Child Development Consultant

Savannah River Squadron

Serving Central Savannah River Area
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EDITORIAL DEADLINE

Deadline for articles, photos, and reports forNteey— |
June edition oThe Piedmont Binnacl&aturday, 18
April 2009. "

|E
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" If any member has photographs or SRS&PS stories
she would like to submit, please send them in DIGIT
FORMAT to the editor for consideration.

Message from the Commander

The Savannah River Sail and Power Squadron has won the DiS&#&tion in
Journalism Award for 2008. Congratulations to Lt/C Silvate for her great arn
tireless work on th&iedmont BinnacleShe keeps us up-to-date and on-our
about all of the squadron’s news.

By now, you have received your 2009 directory. I'd like tonth&/D/C Ed Lieb
farth for continuing to produce this important booklet. Take time to rea
through the directory. In addition to contact information feembers, you'll se
the squadron’s history and the many awards received bydtbers.

Reminder: The District 26 Spring Conference will bedh2d — 22 March in Flof
ence, SC. Host squadron Swamp Fox has planned for angreleénd. The confe
ence will be informative as well as entertaining oelancing Friday night!). Fd
more information, go to http://www.usps.org/localusps/swampf

Mark your calendars! An Operations Training (OT) class lbeen scheduled f
Saturday, 25 April 2009, from 0900 until 1300 at Fire Houser#Broad Street i
Augusta. P/D/C Ed Leibfarth will be the instructor. Toarse idree of charge.

As I've stated in another article, for members ramhifiar with OT, the following
is an edited description taken from the USPS Operationsi&tan

Operations Trainingoffers members the opportunity to learn about the work
of USPS, including the relationship among squadrons, districts andattienal
organization. It includes insight into squadron education, training, istgfiplan-
ning, conducting a meeting, USPS protocol and communicatimse is ng
exam Each squadron offers the program at least once each year and enes
all members to complete it.

OT is open to all members, but it is especially beradfio the executive commi
tee and new(er) members. Because of organizational chahgedSPS Leade
ship Development Committee recommends that all menbetake the course
least once every 5 years. If you'd like to participammntact me 3
wada@bellsouth.net or (706) 796-8532.

Finally, I'd like to thank the members who represerfiestannah River at the 20
USPS Annual Meeting in Anaheim, California. They dD&t*/Lt Tim Tate, Lt/C

Silvia Tate, Lt Dave Ecklund, Lt Susan Ecklund, Cathkl&ed and Jon Ecklundl.

Make sure to read about their award-winning trip in thesvsietter. Until nex
time, happy sailing!
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Executive Officer
Savannah Boat Show Trip

AHOY Mates! Join your fellow members on an exciting tigyto the Savannah International Boat
Show onSaturday 7 March 2009 The Savannah show is the largest in-water and indmadrdhow
from North Carolina to North Florida. It features poveed sailing vessels and yachts and marine
products of all kinds displayed at the Savannah Intemmaltibrade and Convention Center (located
next to the Westin Hotel on Savannah Harbor).

Initially, we were considering renting a van to tratelSavannah. However, the overwhelming
number of members who have signed up so far would preteavel in their personal cars. We will
meet at a location to be determined (probably Jackson,l&@)ng at 0730 in the morning and ar-
riving in Savannah about 1030. The cost of the show is $8tGfaéi adult plus $3.00 for parking.
Lunch will be available at the show, at the WestindHoext door, or you can take the free water
taxi across the harbor to eat and visit the shops imttown Savannah.

After the show, we will drive to the Del Web Sun Gatymmunity in Bluffton, South Carolina,
where Tim and Silvia Tate have invited us to enjoy dinnemfthagers, chips, salad, and dessert).
We will also be able to see their new home in BlufftAfter dinner, we expect to return home to
Aiken/Augusta about 2200 (or earlier).

You may also choose to stay overnight in one of daloy hotels in Bluffton. The Hampton Inn is
recommended and is located at 29 William Pope Drive fiBluf SC, 843/705-9000,
www.bluffton.hamptoninn.com. Note that our names must bedcan advance to obtain a gate pass
to enter Sun City and drive to the Tate’s home.

To help with event planning, please RSVP with Nettie Dum@i96/799-2043, ndu-
mais@comecast.net), Dan Jones, or Silvia Tat&Magnesday, February 25, 20Q9Please let us
know the names of those traveling to the show andtlds®e planning to attend the picnic dinner.

If you have any questions or suggestions, please contaciobes dt 706/831-3100 or
djones3874@comcast.net, or Silvia Tate, 803/215-4820 or
islandgirl1226 @bellsouth.net.

Hope to see you on this exciting trip!
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Administrative Officer

The Squadron has been tasked, once again, to assisighsté& Rowing Club at the Spring Regatta. Gene Gilbertyagsted four
boat drivers - currently we have three members coradyitte need one more driver and at least five volusit&ersan Ecklund is
requesting at least four boats for Co-Op charting. Adamn and | are requesting assistance in planning theMaken cruise. Any
members wishing to volunteer can contact me at 706-825-5456.

Savannah Boat Show
Date: 7 March 2009
POC: Dan Jones

Spring Regatta
Date: 14 March 2009
Place: Langley Pond, SC

Dinner Meeting Guest Speaker: Brian Metts
Date: 17 March 2009

Topic: Wildlife on the Savannah River
Organization: Savannah River Ecology Lab

Co-Op Charting / Picnic at Lake Thurmond

Date: 18 April 2009

Place: Clark Hill

POC: Moses MclIntosh, Dan Jones and Susan Ecklund

Lake Marion to Charleston SC (Round Trip)
Date: Last weekend in April ofweekend in May
POC: Moses Mcintosh and Dan Jones

Membership is the strength of our organization. lasking all members to recruit one new member withénnext 60 days. We
need to continue our growth to remain a viable Squadron.

"H# S

Educational Officer

Thanks for all who responded to our survey of what ceuyea would be interested in during 2009. We had individuals
wanting Piloting, Advanced Piloting, Sail, and Basic 8w If you did not have an opportunity to complete the syrve
please call me (706) 737-8113 and let me know which course(s) ykei'tw take.

We plan to offer our Basic Boating course four timesyha—twice in Augusta and twice in Aiken, with the actual
locations to be announced later. P/C Nettie Dumaior&ing with Jim Hammett and his assistant, Mike Reynalds,
the coordination for those basic boating courses. We apgadiahat Nettie is doing to train Jim and Mike. Alsay
thanks go to P/C Tim Tate who is now our D26 assistant f8ERIs help with the planning as well.

We shall be teaching the new ABC Boating Course. The eautklast 4 weeks plus a 5th week for the exam. The 4th
week will include charting. Do invite your friends, neighfyand others to join us in those courses.

Congratulations to our 4 new Navigators: Edward Leibfdddve Ecklund, Susan Ecklund, and Barry Sroka. Many
thanks go to the instructor of Navigation, P/C Steve iB5jlISN. In addition, the completion of navigation provides
P/D/C Ed Leibfarth SN as well. Do congratulate albof recent graduates!

Two individuals continue in Junior Navigation. Three amn¢ in Navigation. Piloting and Advanced Piloting viaégin
soon. Do let me know if you will join these courses! Thanks.
% & '&( )
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Quartermaster Award

Jon Ecklund, a United States Power Squadron Member oatlanBah River Power and Sail Squadron, received the Sea Scout
Quartermaster Award at First Presbyterian Church in AS@mth Carolina on 30 December 200&at is Sea Scouts? Sea Scouts
is the original older boy program of the Boy Scouts ofefica. Sea Scouts was started in 1911. In the 1970s it baxaed. To

join Sea Scouts you have to be 14 years old and comphet@ grade. Sea Scouts promotes doing your best. It strdesgy your
duty to God and your country; helping others; and keepingsgtiit physically, mentally, and morally.

Sea Scouts is youth run. It has a nautical emphasi&edrScouts you learn boat handling, seamanship, navigates pf the
road, and boat maintenance. Sea Scouts is run by thesmthey learn how to plan, organize, finance and riivitaes. The youth
learn from others, practice what they learned, hied teach others how to do activities safely andieffily.

Ship 110 is sponsored by the First Presbyterian ChurclikehAThe Ship has been sailing in the Bahamas ane iRltnida Keys.
The youth have power boated, swam and water-skied itipheubkes and rivers. Sea Scouts is not limited éonhter. Ship 110
has gone backpacking, caving, horseback riding, snow skiddjyas done wilderness survival.

As a Sea Scout you can earn all the awards the Vegtoragram offers including the Bronze, Gold and Sikesmards for leader-
ship, community service, citizenship, and fitnessu ¥an earn the Ranger Award for outdoor skills, the Quesatdfor sports, and
other awards for Religion.

As a Sea Scout you can do rank advancement. As youneaApprentice, Ordinary, Able, and Quartermaster rasksar boating
skills and knowledge increase. Your self confidenceci@®es as to practice and teach others.

Quartermaster — What it takes! Quartermaster is a t@agignition to achieve. It requires a sequencing of learmiagtering, and
teaching. You learn the skills as an Apprentice and OrdiNany master those skills as an Able. And teach tekils as a Quarter-
master.

Skills you learn include memorization of the phonetghabet and drawing the signal flags from memory. Yo havearn pilot-
ing, and how to tie a multitude of crazy knots. You havearn how to anchor a boat, cook in a galley, awobime proficient in
various forms of communication used on boats. When under movgail you have know your vessel, how it handles, itkguits
speed under various conditions, and how to fix it whereéiks. You have to be able to read a chart and caddidat wind, and
current to get where you want to be on time. You hawim like a fish, be able to save another perdde;sand become a Boy
Scout Lifeguard. Probably the hardest skill of thenisaib know when NOT to go boating. The skills of beahdling, navigation,
and leadership only come with years of practice omdter. You do make mistakes, lots of mistakes, whichhigitnis best to
learn these skills on someone else’s boat.

What made it harder for Jon was only having small bddis final test for Quartermaster is 48 hours afi¢pén charge on a large
boat at sea. During this period you must safely operatbdht and the only guidance you can get from the aghdets is “STOP,
you fail”. Jon came through with flying colors on a sgjlinp in the Florida Keys. He has earned his rankwadr@@rmasterJon is a
graduate of South Aiken High School class of 2008 wheweaseactive in ROTC, orienteering, cross country, aacktand lettered
in multiple sports.

Jon has been involved in Boy Scouts since he was 6 giehisining Pack 110 as a Tiger Cub. He was a Bearf, Widbelos | and

Il Scout. He joined Boy Scout Troop 110 in the 6th grade ahtkwed the rank of Eagle Scout. He earned 70 merit badge
joined the co-ed Sea Scout Ship sponsored by First PeesioyChurch of Aiken, Ship 110 when he was 14 yearsAsla. Sea
Scout he has earned many awards from the Boy Scoutsarded the Ranger Award for high adventure activitiesebleived three
Bronze Awards for Sea Scouting, Outdoors and Sports. Healnasd the Long Cruise Badge, Mile Swim, EmergenagyePeeness,
and several 50 Miler Awards. He earn the Gold and SAveards for Venturing activities that recognizes sigaifit accomplish-
ment in and proven outstanding performance in leaderstiggnship, social skills and responsibilities, faegand service to others
and God.

Sea Scouts like the Boy Scout program has rank advancerhenQuartermaster Award is the highest rank you chieaein Sea
Scouts, similar to the Eagle Award in Boy Scouts. Theedess than 40 of these awards given out in the Uniit¢elsSa year.
(Usually there are 50,000 Eagle Scouts a year.) To ctentblis award you have to prove proficiency in boadliag, seamanship,
navigation, and teach these skills to other Sea Sdbtakes many dedicated years to accomplish. His sepvaject for the Quar-
termaster was a Health Fair with Blood Drive at Soutte High School. Jon is the second youth to earn thisdamwakiken
County, the first being his sister, Cathi, fellow SREEXmember, and only one of few in South Carolina tothaaward since
1911.
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Quartermaster Award—con't.

As an adult leader in the Boy Scout program, Jon hastbhedBoating Director at the Indian Waters Councih8wer Camp. He is
a Boy Scout and Red Cross lifeguard. He has earned réooggstone of the rare recipients of the Finley aw&he Finley award
is given to those who have proven outstanding cidlacational, and leadership abilities to both the Sea Semdt the United
States Power Squadron through civic involvement, edwgdtachievement, and active participation in both progrdion will be
presented this award in February 2009 at the National UBtteds Power Squadron Annual Meeting.

Jon is a freshman at the Virginia Military Institute wbe is majoring in biology. He received a full Nav@ RC Scholarship.
Upon completion of his degree he plans to be a Navyighgs

% *+,%

SC House of Representative Tom Young presenting Jon
with his Quartermaster award.

Jon with his Quartermaster certificate. Jon proudlglédigng his well-deserved badges.
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January Dinner Meeting

Even though the weather was colder than normal temypesator the CSRA, many dedicated members met at
the Boat House and enjoyed a delicious dinner provide by Wbatkin’. Two gentlemen from the Environ-
mental Protection section of the Department of NatResmlources of Georgia presented information regarding
the Savannah River Basin, which is quite a large area.

Glen Treadwell began the presentation by talking abeuthlaracteristics of the Savannah River Basin, which
included its boundaries, climate, population and land userwae classifications, etc. He went into detail to
explain the characteristics that most of us take fantgch

John Weber then talked about the non-point sources—otheresoof pollution that are affecting Georgia’s
streams—pollution caused by rainfall. As the water maves and through the soll, it picks up and carries
away natural pollutants depositing them in lakes, riveetlands, coastal waters, or ground water.

Before they concluded their presentation, they askagl while boating on the river or lake, if we comeossr
any spills to please report them to the Environmental EwoteOffice.

John Weber discussing non-point sources.

Moses Mclintosh presenting USPS mugs in appreciation
of Glen and John’s presentation.
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Thurmond Lake — Safety Meeting

On 14 January 2009, Dave and Susan Ecklund, representingvtien&h River Sail and Power Squadron, met with the U§ Arm
Corps of Engineers (USACE), Thurmond Lake Power Squadrmhthe Coast Guard Auxiliary to discuss safety oratke The
goal is safe navigation and a clear channel. Teamwork eetthie multiple agencies is needed. USACE is lookirgiay locations
and moving or removing buoys to funnel boat trafficafes directions or to decrease confusion. They hase bsing volunteers,
and will be calling for help when special events oc@liey are working on setting up multi agency boat inspestat the busiest
ramps. Some government agencies are monitoring channaitlifhey want to expand coverage to the entire lake. AllNatice to
Mariners is in the works, and Aids to Navigation insfped and maintenance were reviewed and discussed.

USACE has removed buoys 60 and 62 and they have moved 108udyseshould be “line of site” from one to the next. Wba
the lake, if we see any hazards or obstructions,iloeyd like us to notify them (800-533-3478). This includes aegdout espe-
cially the center of the lake. They have added inspedfitime “Slow No Wake”, “Boats Keep Out”, “Boat RamfiDanger Buoy”,
Junction Buoys, Fish Concentration, and Mile Marker&¢atspection of the Channel Markers this year. Ther@aaw 600 buoys
to inspect.

To keep the lake safe USACE needs volunteers. They meallbey on us to assist from time to time. They hageded help with
drownings, lost boaters, and recently needed help 836&00 birds died after heavy winds. The pretty purple flowersee below
left is a problem. It grows rapidly and can attach tts &b navigation. It can
pull buoy line out. If you see it on the lake let them krsmathey can remove i

To report a buoy, hazard, or obstruction Call 1-800-533-3478

gl Christina Westerberg,
Ranger, is working on setting
=] mass boat inspection days. TH
1 have done this in the past wj
good success. She plans to (
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tions. The days and ramps will
announced later.
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Most boaters on the lake rely on cell phones in dasgrieed help. To the righ
is a list of the counties to call, and their numb#rtere is an emergency. Yoy
should call the number closest to where you are. Tdreraumerous areas on
the lake with no cell phone coverage. They are wor&img system to monitor
Channel 16. McCormick County has offered the manpowdéreat 911 dis-
patch, but they need an antenna system to hear cadieealthe lake. Currently,
USACE, Georgia Department of Natural Resources (GDSBJith Carolina
Department of Natural Resources (SCDNR), and the Golu@ounty-Georgig
County Sheriff's Department monitor channel 16.

WaRR &~

Emergencies

GA DNR 1780072414113?‘;;‘;‘,' - J, STROM THURMOND PROJECT
SC DNR 1-800-922-5431 7 par o
Columbia Co. 706-541-2800
Lincoln Co. 706-359-4118
McCormick Co. 864-465-3211
Wilkes Co, 7T06-678-2224
MeDofFEY Co," 10, = 585~ |71 |

¥ Park Operation Manager - Aaron Wahus
Chief Ranger - Christina Westerburg
Buoy Coordinator - Dave Hatfield

The USACE is setting up a Local Notice of Marinerse Tiformation will be

relayed between the USACE, GDNR, SCDNR, Columbia CeGagrgia County Sheriff's Department, the two local PoBauad-
rons, and the Coast Guard Auxiliary. The informatiglh be available on the Corps of Engineers websitea stores selling annual
passes, park attendants, and possibly broadcast on ldoadio. We need to add to their eyes. If we see blegmowe need to let
them know.

Regarding Co-op charting, they would like inspections eflélke prior to each major holiday: Memorial Day, Fowf July, and
Labor Day. They want a minimum of two inspectionddglbe Memorial and Labor Day), but we are welcomddghem more fre-
guently. Savannah River still has the area from the daady 60 on the main lake and Little River. Thurmond Ussbuoy 62
up to Russell Dam. The Coast Guard Auxiliary looks ateke in regards to safety. Any group is welcome to chripart of the
lake. Last year, SRS&PS inspected 268 buoys on Thurmdweddrad 59 of those buoys had problems. Total time wa$ 26an
hours. SRS&PS is schedule to do an inspection on 18 2G#8. Please contact Susan or Dave Ecklund at 803-648-7640¢an
help.

% *+,%
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USPS National Meeting in Anaheim, CA

It was a long trip to the West Coast but worth everyute of the long flight and time change. Even though “it
never rains in California”, it did and the weather wasy cold. Fortunately, the sun came out and the temps
warmed right up—just perfect for sightseeing. Tim & | mptwith several D26 members that have attended
other district functions and enjoyed Anaheim, Laguna Beath several other attractions in the area.

The meetings began on Wednesday for the guys and théogatl many ways to entertain themselves—can
you say shopping? And, of course, we found many restawaete we enjoyed delicious lunches and din-
ners.

Over half of the D26 squadrons were represented at thendaeeting: Charleston, Golden Corner Lakes,
Golden Isles, Lake Murray, North Strand, Savannah RiveéTgbee Light.

On Friday evening, a reception was held to honor Chapmamddwinner Will Ross from Tybee Light and
Finley Award recipients Cathi and John Ecklund from omn &avannah River. Everyone in attendance en-
joyed the evening and congratulations were plentiful!

The Finley Award is a USPS award that recognizes a e@tibn of achievements in the Sea Scouts and
USPS. Less than 60 awards have ever been awarded throlg@m®8. Jon and Cathi are the first from D26
and the first brother and sister to receive the awand.i$ truly a monumental achievement within USPS. So,
when you see the Ecklund’s, be sure to congratulate! them

We once again had a great time and only wish more SR®&™3bers would join in the fun.

* n

If you didn’t know better, you would think
this photo was taken in the Caribbean. It's
the Pacific Ocean just north of Laguna
Beach!

D/1st/Lt Tim Tate, D/LY/C
Joe Warren, and Pat Rogers
(from Golden Isles).
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USPS National Meeting Photos

D26 members enjoying each other’
company at the reception for our
award winners.

U7

The Ecklund Family—
Jon, Cathi, Susan and
Dave.

Jon Ecklund, D/26 Cdr Ron Osburn, Cathi Ecklund, and Will Ross
(Chapman Award Recipient from Tybee Light) at the recaptio
their honor.

Cathi and Jon Ecklund at the
Annual Meeting.
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February Dinner Meeting

SEO Paulette Harris-Holmes congratulating P/D/C Ed

Members listen as Frank Carl, Executive Director ef th Leibfarth for obtaining the grade of Senior Navigator.
Savannah River Keepers, speaks about the various functiqas
of the organization.

Lt Linda and P/C Major Sims receive the Serjior
Member Award. This award is given to memigers
who have received 5 Merit Marks.

P/C Major Sims receives the 2008 Boating Activities
Award. He shares this award with P/C Glenn Baldridge.

Lt/C Moses Mcintosh thanks guest speaker Frank Carl for his
presentation.
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