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Members and Guests Meeting Information 
 

When—Tuesday, 17 March 2009    When—Tuesday, 21 April 2009 
Time—Social 1830, Dinner 1900    Time—Social 1830, Dinner 1900 
Where—The Boathouse, Augusta, GA   Where—The Boathouse, Augusta, GA 
Program—Wildlife on the Savannah River   Program—Development of the River 

Jon and Cathi Ecklund with their Finley 
awards at the USPS Annual Meeting in 

Anaheim, CA. 
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Articles, opinions, and advertisements contained 
herein do not necessarily reflect USPS policy or  
endorsement unless so designated. 

Message from the Commander 
�

The Savannah River Sail and Power Squadron has won the USPS Distinction in 
Journalism Award for 2008. Congratulations to Lt/C Silvia Tate for her great and 
tireless work on the Piedmont Binnacle. She keeps us up-to-date and on-our-toes 
about all of the squadron’s news.  
 
By now, you have received your 2009 directory. I’d like to thank P/D/C Ed Lieb-
farth for continuing to produce this important booklet. Take the time to read 
through the directory. In addition to contact information for members, you’ll see 
the squadron’s history and the many awards received by its members.  
 
Reminder: The District 26 Spring Conference will be held 20 – 22 March in Flor-
ence, SC. Host squadron Swamp Fox has planned for a great weekend. The confer-
ence will be informative as well as entertaining (belly dancing Friday night!). For 
more information, go to http://www.usps.org/localusps/swampfox.  
 
Mark your calendars! An Operations Training (OT) class has been scheduled for 
Saturday, 25 April 2009, from 0900 until 1300 at Fire House #1 on Broad Street in 
Augusta. P/D/C Ed Leibfarth will be the instructor. The course is free of charge. 
 
As I’ve stated in another article, for members not familiar with OT, the following 
is an edited description taken from the USPS Operations Manual: 
 
Operations Training offers members the opportunity to learn about the workings 
of USPS, including the relationship among squadrons, districts and the national 
organization. It includes insight into squadron education, training, staffing, plan-
ning, conducting a meeting, USPS protocol and communications. There is no 
exam. Each squadron offers the program at least once each year and encourages 
all members to complete it. 
 
OT is open to all members, but it is especially beneficial to the executive commit-
tee and new(er) members. Because of organizational changes, the USPS Leader-
ship Development Committee recommends that all members re-take the course at 
least once every 5 years. If you’d like to participate, contact me at 
wada@bellsouth.net or (706) 796-8532. 
�
Finally, I’d like to thank the members who represented Savannah River at the 2009 
USPS Annual Meeting in Anaheim, California. They are: D/1st/Lt Tim Tate, Lt/C 
Silvia Tate, Lt Dave Ecklund, Lt Susan Ecklund, Cathi Ecklund and Jon Ecklund. 
Make sure to read about their award-winning trip in this newsletter. Until next 
time, happy sailing! 
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EDITORIAL DEADLINE 
 

Deadline for articles, photos, and reports for the May—
June edition of The Piedmont Binnacle: Saturday, 18 
April 2009. 
 
If any member has photographs or SRS&PS stories he or 
she would like to submit, please send them in DIGITAL 
FORMAT to the editor for consideration. 
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Executive Officer  
 

Savannah Boat Show Trip 
 
AHOY Mates! Join your fellow members on an exciting day trip to the Savannah International Boat 
Show on Saturday 7 March 2009. The Savannah show is the largest in-water and indoor boat show 
from North Carolina to North Florida. It features power and sailing vessels and yachts and marine 
products of all kinds displayed at the Savannah International Trade and Convention Center (located 
next to the Westin Hotel on Savannah Harbor).       
 
Initially, we were considering renting a van to travel to Savannah. However, the overwhelming 
number of members who have signed up so far would prefer to travel in their personal cars. We will 
meet at a location to be determined (probably Jackson, SC), leaving at 0730 in the morning and ar-
riving in Savannah about 1030.  The cost of the show is $8.00 for each adult plus $3.00 for parking. 
Lunch will be available at the show, at the Westin Hotel next door, or you can take the free water 
taxi across the harbor to eat and visit the shops in downtown Savannah.   
 
After the show, we will drive to the Del Web Sun City community in Bluffton, South Carolina, 
where Tim and Silvia Tate have invited us to enjoy dinner (hamburgers, chips, salad, and dessert). 
We will also be able to see their new home in Bluffton. After dinner, we expect to return home to 
Aiken/Augusta about 2200 (or earlier).  
 
You may also choose to stay overnight in one of the nearby hotels in Bluffton. The Hampton Inn is 
recommended and is located at 29 William Pope Drive, Bluffton, SC, 843/705-9000, 
www.bluffton.hamptoninn.com. Note that our names must be called in advance to obtain a gate pass 
to enter Sun City and drive to the Tate’s home.     
 
To help with event planning, please RSVP with Nettie Dumais (706/799-2043, ndu-
mais@comcast.net), Dan Jones, or Silvia Tate by Wednesday, February 25, 2009. Please let us 
know the names of those traveling to the show and also those planning to attend the picnic dinner.  
 
If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact Dan Jones at 706/831-3100 or 
djones3874@comcast.net, or Silvia Tate, 803/215-4820 or 
islandgirl1226@bellsouth.net.  
 
Hope to see you on this exciting trip!�

�
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Administrative Officer  
 
The Squadron has been tasked, once again, to assist the Augusta Rowing Club at the Spring Regatta. Gene Gilbert has requested four 
boat drivers - currently we have three members committed, we need one more driver and at least five volunteers. Susan Ecklund is 
requesting at least four boats for Co-Op charting. Also, Dan and I are requesting assistance in planning the Lake Marion cruise. Any 
members wishing to volunteer can contact me at 706-825-5456. 
 

 Savannah Boat Show  
Date: 7 March 2009   
POC: Dan Jones  

       
       Spring Regatta 
             Date: 14 March 2009 
             Place: Langley Pond, SC 
 
       Dinner Meeting Guest Speaker: Brian Metts 
 Date: 17 March 2009 
             Topic: Wildlife on the Savannah River          
 Organization: Savannah River Ecology Lab 
  

 Co-Op Charting / Picnic at Lake Thurmond 
       Date: 18 April 2009 

Place: Clark Hill  
POC:  Moses McIntosh, Dan Jones and Susan Ecklund 
 

 Lake Marion to Charleston SC (Round Trip) 
Date: Last weekend in April or 1st weekend in May 
POC: Moses McIntosh and Dan Jones 
 

Membership is the strength of our organization.  I am asking all members to recruit one new member within the next 60 days. We 
need to continue our growth to remain a viable Squadron.  

�
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Educational Officer  
 
Thanks for all who responded to our survey of what courses you would be interested in during 2009. We had individuals 
wanting Piloting, Advanced Piloting, Sail, and Basic Boating. If you did not have an opportunity to complete the survey, 
please call me (706) 737-8113 and let me know which course(s) you’d like to take. 
  
We plan to offer our Basic Boating course four times this year—twice in Augusta and twice in Aiken, with the actual 
locations to be announced later. P/C Nettie Dumais is working with Jim Hammett and his assistant, Mike Reynolds, on 
the coordination for those basic boating courses. We appreciate all that Nettie is doing to train Jim and Mike. Also, our 
thanks go to P/C Tim Tate who is now our D26 assistant SEO for his help with the planning as well.  
 
We shall be teaching the new ABC Boating Course. The course will last 4 weeks plus a 5th week for the exam. The 4th 
week will include charting. Do invite your friends, neighbors, and others to join us in those courses. 
 
Congratulations to our 4 new Navigators:  Edward Leibfarth, Dave Ecklund, Susan Ecklund, and Barry Sroka. Many 
thanks go to the instructor of Navigation, P/C Steve Phillips, SN. In addition, the completion of navigation provides  
P/D/C Ed Leibfarth SN as well. Do congratulate all of our recent graduates! 
 
Two individuals continue in Junior Navigation. Three continue in Navigation. Piloting and Advanced Piloting will begin 
soon. Do let me know if you will join these courses!  Thanks.   

�
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Quartermaster Award 
�

Jon Ecklund, a United States Power Squadron Member of the Savannah River Power and Sail Squadron, received the Sea Scouts 
Quartermaster Award at First Presbyterian Church in Aiken South Carolina on 30 December 2008. What is Sea Scouts? Sea Scouts 
is the original older boy program of the Boy Scouts of America. Sea Scouts was started in 1911. In the 1970s it became co-ed. To 
join Sea Scouts you have to be 14 years old and completed the 8th grade. Sea Scouts promotes doing your best. It stresses doing your 
duty to God and your country; helping others; and keeping yourself fit physically, mentally, and morally.  
 
Sea Scouts is youth run. It has a nautical emphasize. In Sea Scouts you learn boat handling, seamanship, navigation, rules of the 
road, and boat maintenance. Sea Scouts is run by the youth so they learn how to plan, organize, finance and run activities. The youth 
learn from others, practice what they learned, and then teach others how to do activities safely and efficiently.  
 
Ship 110 is sponsored by the First Presbyterian Church of Aiken. The Ship has been sailing in the Bahamas and in the Florida Keys. 
The youth have power boated, swam and water-skied in multiple lakes and rivers. Sea Scouts is not limited to the water. Ship 110 
has gone backpacking, caving, horseback riding, snow skiing, and has done wilderness survival.  
 
As a Sea Scout you can earn all the awards the Venturing program offers including the Bronze, Gold and Silver Awards for leader-
ship, community service, citizenship, and fitness. You can earn the Ranger Award for outdoor skills, the Quest Award for sports, and 
other awards for Religion.  
 
As a Sea Scout you can do rank advancement. As you earn the Apprentice, Ordinary, Able, and Quartermaster ranks as your boating 
skills and knowledge increase. Your self confidence increases as to practice and teach others.  
 
Quartermaster – What it takes! Quartermaster is a tough recognition to achieve. It requires a sequencing of learning, mastering, and 
teaching. You learn the skills as an Apprentice and Ordinary. You master those skills as an Able. And teach those skills as a Quarter-
master.  
 
Skills you learn include memorization of the phonetic alphabet and drawing the signal flags from memory. You have to learn pilot-
ing, and how to tie a multitude of crazy knots. You have to learn how to anchor a boat, cook in a galley, and become proficient in 
various forms of communication used on boats. When under power or sail you have know your vessel, how it handles, its quirks, its 
speed under various conditions, and how to fix it when it breaks. You have to be able to read a chart and calculate tide, wind, and 
current to get where you want to be on time. You have to swim like a fish, be able to save another person’s life, and become a Boy 
Scout Lifeguard.  Probably the hardest skill of them all is to know when NOT to go boating. The skills of boat handling, navigation, 
and leadership only come with years of practice on the water. You do make mistakes, lots of mistakes, which is why it is best to 
learn these skills on someone else’s boat. 
 
What made it harder for Jon was only having small boats. The final test for Quartermaster is 48 hours of being in charge on a large 
boat at sea. During this period you must safely operate the boat and the only guidance you can get from the adult leaders is “STOP, 
you fail”. Jon came through with flying colors on a sailing trip in the Florida Keys. He has earned his rank of Quartermaster. Jon is a 
graduate of South Aiken High School class of 2008 where he was active in ROTC, orienteering, cross country, and track and lettered 
in multiple sports. 
 
Jon has been involved in Boy Scouts since he was 6 years old, joining Pack 110 as a Tiger Cub. He was a Bear, Wolf, Webelos I and 
II Scout. He joined Boy Scout Troop 110 in the 6th grade and achieved the rank of Eagle Scout. He earned 70 merit badges. Jon 
joined the co-ed Sea Scout Ship sponsored by First Presbyterian Church of Aiken, Ship 110 when he was 14 years old. As a Sea 
Scout he has earned many awards from the Boy Scouts. He earned the Ranger Award for high adventure activities. He received three  
Bronze Awards for Sea Scouting, Outdoors and Sports. He has earned the Long Cruise Badge, Mile Swim, Emergency Preparedness, 
and several 50 Miler Awards. He earn the Gold and Silver Awards for Venturing activities that recognizes significant accomplish-
ment in and proven outstanding performance in leadership, citizenship, social skills and responsibilities, fitness, and service to others 
and God.  
 
Sea Scouts like the Boy Scout program has rank advancement. The Quartermaster Award is the highest rank you can achieve in Sea 
Scouts, similar to the Eagle Award in Boy Scouts. There are less than 40 of these awards given out in the United States a year. 
(Usually there are 50,000 Eagle Scouts a year.) To complete this award you have to prove proficiency in boat handling, seamanship, 
navigation, and teach these skills to other Sea Scouts. It takes many dedicated years to accomplish. His service project for the Quar-
termaster was a Health Fair with Blood Drive at South Aiken High School. Jon is the second youth to earn this award in Aiken 
County, the first being his sister, Cathi, fellow SRS&PS member, and only one of few in South Carolina to earn the award since 
1911.   
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Jon with his Quartermaster certificate. Jon proudly displaying his well-deserved badges. 

SC House of Representative Tom Young presenting Jon 
with his Quartermaster award. 

Quartermaster Award—con’t. 
 
As an adult leader in the Boy Scout program, Jon  has been the Boating Director at the Indian Waters Council Summer Camp. He is 
a Boy Scout and Red Cross lifeguard. He has earned recognition as one of the rare recipients of the Finley award. The Finley award 
is given to those who have proven outstanding civic, educational, and leadership abilities to both the Sea Scouts and the United 
States Power Squadron through civic involvement, educational achievement, and active participation in both programs. Jon will be 
presented this award in February 2009 at the National United States Power Squadron Annual Meeting.  
 
Jon is a freshman at the Virginia Military Institute where he is majoring in biology. He received a full Navy ROTC Scholarship. 
Upon completion of his degree he plans to be a Navy physician.  
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January Dinner Meeting 
 
Even though the weather was colder than normal temperatures for the CSRA, many dedicated members met at 
the Boat House and enjoyed a delicious dinner provide by What’s Cookin’. Two gentlemen from the Environ-
mental Protection section of the Department of Natural Resources of Georgia presented information regarding 
the Savannah River Basin, which is quite a large area. 
 
Glen Treadwell began the presentation by talking about the characteristics of the Savannah River Basin, which 
included its boundaries, climate, population and land use, water use classifications, etc. He went into detail to 
explain the characteristics that most of us take for granted. 
 
John Weber then talked about the non-point sources—other sources of pollution that are affecting Georgia’s 
streams—pollution caused by rainfall. As the water moves over and through the soil, it picks up and carries 
away natural pollutants depositing them in lakes, rivers, wetlands, coastal waters, or ground water. 
 
Before they concluded their presentation, they asked that, while boating on the river or lake, if we come across 
any spills to please report them to the Environmental Protection Office. 
 
 
 

�
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Glen  Treadwell talking about the Savannah 
River Basin. John Weber discussing non-point sources. 

Moses McIntosh presenting USPS mugs in appreciation 
of Glen and John’s presentation. 
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Thurmond Lake – Safety Meeting 
 
On 14 January 2009, Dave and Susan Ecklund, representing the Savannah River Sail and Power Squadron, met with the US Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE), Thurmond Lake Power Squadron, and the Coast Guard Auxiliary to discuss safety on the lake. The 
goal is safe navigation and a clear channel. Teamwork between the multiple agencies is needed. USACE is looking at buoy locations 
and moving or removing buoys to funnel boat traffic in safer directions or to decrease confusion. They have been using volunteers, 
and will be calling for help when special events occur. They are working on setting up multi agency boat inspections at the busiest 
ramps. Some government agencies are monitoring channel 16, but they want to expand coverage to the entire lake. A Local Notice to 
Mariners is in the works, and Aids to Navigation inspections and maintenance were reviewed and discussed. 
 
USACE has removed buoys 60 and 62 and they have moved 108. The buoys should be “line of site” from one to the next. When on 
the lake, if we see any hazards or obstructions, they would like us to notify them (800-533-3478). This includes any area, but espe-
cially the center of the lake. They have added inspection of the “Slow No Wake”, “Boats Keep Out”, “Boat Ramp”, “Danger Buoy”, 
Junction Buoys, Fish Concentration, and Mile Markers to the inspection of the Channel Markers this year. There are now 600 buoys 
to inspect.  
 
To keep the lake safe USACE needs volunteers. They may be calling on us to assist from time to time. They have needed help with 
drownings, lost boaters, and recently needed help when 35,000 birds died after heavy winds. The pretty purple flower you see below 
left is a problem. It grows rapidly and can attach to aids to navigation. It can 
pull buoy line out. If you see it on the lake let them know so they can remove it.  

 
Christina Westerberg, Chief 
Ranger, is working on setting up 
mass boat inspection days. They 
have done this in the past with 
good success. She plans to pick 
the busiest ramps on busy days 
and have the various agencies:  
Savannah River Squadron, Thur-
mond Lake Squadron, and the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary do inspec-
tions. The days and ramps will be 
announced later. 

 
Most boaters on the lake rely on cell phones in case they need help. To the right 
is a list of the counties to call, and their numbers, if there is an emergency. You 
should call the number closest to where you are. There are numerous areas on 
the lake with no cell phone coverage. They are working on a system to monitor 
Channel 16. McCormick County has offered the manpower at their 911 dis-
patch, but they need an antenna system to hear calls all over the lake. Currently 
USACE, Georgia Department of Natural Resources (GDNR), South Carolina 
Department of Natural Resources (SCDNR), and the Columbia County-Georgia 
County Sheriff’s Department monitor channel 16. 
 
The USACE is setting up a Local Notice of Mariners. The information will be 
relayed between the USACE, GDNR, SCDNR, Columbia County-Georgia County Sheriff’s Department, the two local Power Squad-
rons, and the Coast Guard Auxiliary.  The information will be available on the Corps of Engineers website, area stores selling annual 
passes, park attendants, and possibly broadcast on local AM radio. We need to add to their eyes. If we see a problem we need to let 
them know. 
 
Regarding Co-op charting, they would like inspections of the lake prior to each major holiday:  Memorial Day, Fourth of July, and 
Labor Day. They want a minimum of two inspections (before Memorial and Labor Day), but we are welcome to do them more fre-
quently. Savannah River still has the area from the dam to buoy 60 on the main lake and Little River. Thurmond Lake has buoy 62 
up to Russell Dam. The Coast Guard Auxiliary looks at the lake in regards to safety. Any group is welcome to chart any part of the 
lake. Last year, SRS&PS inspected 268 buoys on Thurmond Lake and 59 of those buoys had problems. Total time was 267.5 man 
hours. SRS&PS is schedule to do an inspection on 18 April 2009. Please contact Susan or Dave Ecklund at 803-648-7610 if you can 
help. 
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USPS National Meeting in Anaheim, CA 

It was a long trip to the West Coast but worth every minute of the long flight and time change. Even though “it 
never rains in California”, it did and the weather was very cold. Fortunately, the sun came out and the temps 
warmed right up—just perfect for sightseeing. Tim & I met up with several D26 members that have attended 
other district functions and enjoyed Anaheim, Laguna Beach, and several other attractions in the area.  
 
The meetings began on Wednesday for the guys and the gals found many ways to entertain themselves—can 
you say shopping? And, of course, we found many restaurants where we enjoyed delicious lunches and din-
ners. 
 
Over half of the D26 squadrons were represented at the National Meeting:  Charleston, Golden Corner Lakes, 
Golden Isles, Lake Murray, North Strand, Savannah River and Tybee Light. 
 
On Friday evening, a reception was held to honor Chapman Award winner Will Ross from Tybee Light and 
Finley Award recipients Cathi and John Ecklund from our own Savannah River. Everyone in attendance en-
joyed the evening and congratulations were plentiful! 
 
The Finley Award is a USPS award that recognizes a combination of achievements in the Sea Scouts and 
USPS. Less than 60 awards have ever been awarded throughout USPS. Jon and Cathi are the first from D26 
and the first brother and sister to receive the award. This is truly a monumental achievement within USPS. So, 
when you see the Ecklund’s, be sure to congratulate them! 
 
We once again had a great time and only wish more SRS&PS members would join in the fun. 

 
�
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D/1st/Lt Tim Tate, D/Lt/C 
Joe Warren, and Pat Rogers 
(from Golden Isles). 

If you didn’t know better, you would think 
this photo was taken in the Caribbean. It’s 
the Pacific Ocean just north of Laguna 
Beach! 
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Cathi and Jon Ecklund at the 
Annual Meeting. 

Jon Ecklund, D/26 Cdr Ron Osburn, Cathi Ecklund, and Will Ross 
(Chapman Award Recipient from Tybee Light) at the reception in 

their honor. 

The Ecklund Family—
Jon, Cathi, Susan and 
Dave. 

D26 members enjoying each other’s 
company at the reception for our 

award winners. 

USPS National Meeting Photos 
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February Dinner Meeting 
 
 

SEO Paulette Harris-Holmes congratulating P/D/C Ed 
Leibfarth for obtaining the grade of Senior Navigator. Members listen as Frank Carl, Executive Director of the  

Savannah River Keepers, speaks about the various functions  
of the organization. 

Lt Linda and P/C Major Sims receive the Senior 
Member Award. This award is given to members 

who have received 5 Merit Marks. 

Lt/C Moses McIntosh thanks guest speaker Frank Carl for his 
presentation. 

P/C Major Sims receives the 2008 Boating Activities 
Award. He shares this award with P/C Glenn Baldridge. 
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April 2009 
 
12 SUN     HAPPY EASTER!     
14 TUES 1900    Executive Committee Meeting   Fire Station, Augusta, GA 
18 SAT     Co-Op Charting/Picnic    Lake Thurmond 
21 TUES 1830    Members Meeting    The Boathouse, Augusta, GA 

May 2009 
 
12 TUES 1900    Executive Committee Meeting   Fire Station, Augusta, GA 
19 TUES 1900    Members Meeting    The Boathouse, Augusta, GA 

March 2009 
   
7 SAT     Savannah Boat Show    Savannah, GA 
10 TUES 1900    Executive Committee Meeting   Fire Station, Augusta, GA 
14 SAT     Spring Rowing Regatta    Langley Pond, SC 
17 TUES 1830    Members Meeting—St. Patrick’s Day  The Boathouse, Augusta, GA 
20-22 FRI-SUN    D26 Spring Conference    Florence, SC 


