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3rd Place Winner, Barbara Osburn (from
Golden Corner Lakes and wife of the
D26 Commander) and First Place Win-
ner, Silvia Tate, displaying their awards
from the Belly Dancing Contest at the
D26 Spring Conference!

Members and Guests Meeting Information

When—Tuesday, 19 May 2009 When—Tuesday, 21 July 2009
Time—Saocial 1830, Dinner 1900 Time—Saocial 1830, Dinner 1900
Where—The Boathouse, Augusta, GA Where—TBD, Aiken, SC

Program—Patriot River Cruise Program—Cruising on the St. JoRiver

NO MEETING IN JUNE!
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Special thanks to D/1st/Lt Tim Tate for proof-reagi
the Piedmont Binnacle each month!

EDITORIAL DEADLINE

Deadline for articles, photos, and reports forlhly— "
August edition ofThe Piedmont Binnacl&aturday, 20
June 2009.
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" If any member has photographs or SRS&PS stories
she would like to submit, please send them in DIGIT
FORMAT to the editor for consideration.
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Message from the Commander

USPS is a partner with the National Safe Boating Ciaugweery year they kick-of]

f

the boating season with their National Safe Boatingk\@ampaign. The dates are

16 — 22 May, 2009. The council’s goal is to “...heighten an@se among recre
tional boaters of the importance of always wearitifegacket.” If you'd like morg
information about their efforts go to www. SafeBoating@aign.com.

Boating safety should begin with us. If you haven't had Jmoat inspected th
year, make sure to contact one of our vessel safegkcexaminers. Encoura]
your friends and family to take the America’s Boatingu€se. Also, participate
a Cooperative Charting outing. Your assistance is needed.

Webmaster, Bob Hunter is hard at work bringing our welssick to life. In th
coming months he, along with Mike Reynolds, will wonk i@designing the sit
As of now, we’ll continue to add up-to-date informatiorthe current site. Mak
sure to visit often to keep up with upcoming events anddign news. The we
site address is http://www.usps.org/localusps/savannahriver.

The District 26 Cruise and Rendezvous will be held 2-June 2009 in Rich
mond Hill, Georgia. The host squadron is Tybee Lidtdtivities will include a
poker run and cruise to Ossabaw Island. For more isfbomand to register, go
the Tybee Light Power Squadron website at: http://www.asg$ocalusps/tybe
or see pages 10 and 11 of this newsletter.

I'd like to thank the members who attended the March iDisk6 Spring Confer|
ence in Florence, South Carolina. They were*IDt1Tim Tate, Lt/C Silvia Tatg
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P/C Audie Holmes, P/C Paulette Harris — Holmes, Lt&D Dones and your com-

mander. Unfortunately, | didn’t get to witness or paptite (thank goodness)
Friday night’s belly dancing contest. | was happy to |learisaturday that our ow
Lt/C Silvia Tate won ¥ place!See page 8 for more info on this fun event!

Finally, on a sad note, Dr. Julius Eugene (Gene) Campbelhassed away on
February 2009. He had been a member of the Savannah Rivean8aPowe
Squadron since 1973. Even though he moved to Columbia, Southn€ammarg

ago, he retained his membership with our squadron. Hieengas read and the

bell was rung in his honor during the Last Horizon&d®ony at the March Distri
26 Spring Conference.
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Until next time, safe boating!
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The Piedmont Binnacle May/June 2009

Executive Officer

Spring has finally come after a chilly winter and SRS&R&mbers and other boaters are hitting the water-
ways again.

The first major event was the District 26 Spring Confeeein Florence, South Carolina. SRS&PS was well
represented by members Tim and Silvia Tate, DeMetrieenAPaulette and Audie Holmes, and Dan Jones.
In addition to award presentations and business sessien§Swamp Fox Squadron presented an outstanding
program, including seminars on charting by Ocean Grafik 2426 webpage design and management. The
keynote presentation was given by Horst Boettge ondmig imteresting experiences “Sailing on The Eagle”, a
Barkentine square rigger. However, perhaps the most dagogaent was the Awards Banquet. Entertain-
ment was provided by two professional belly dancers. Afi@r show, they gave lessons to a group of volun-
teers from the audience. A belly-dancing contest Wwes held which was won by our own Silvia Tate! As
you can imagine, this event was lots of fun. Hopgfulilvia can give us an encore at one of our upcoming
monthly meetings. (Editor's Note: Let’s not get catr@avay, Dan!)

Another spring event SRS&PS participated in was theéOfgdzharting event on Lake Thurmond on 18 April,
2009 (Saturday). Dave and Susan Ecklund surveyed the Litter Rrea in their boat, and Dan Jones and
Moses Mcintosh surveyed the main channel of the lakeam<boat from the dam to Plum Branch (Buoy S
60). This effort supports the D/26 goal of placing firsthia hation this year in Co-Op Charting. A significant
number of buoys were found to be missing or partially sugpeteand this will be reported to the COE for re-
pairs or replacement. The weather was perfect, and tnes lots of boat traffic on the lake this Saturdde
lake level has risen to 326.4 ft, or 3.6 ft below thiegdaol level of 330 ft. All boat launching ramps are cur-
rently open and docks are in the water.

Finally, this is a reminder about the Lake Marion to @&sdon cruise on 1-3 May, 2009. The deadline for
group rates at the hotel has passed, but we still havebm@erslips and seats to share. Also, you can drive
down and meet us in Charleston as a day trip. If you hayequestions, please contact Moses Mcintosh
(706/825-5456) or Dan Jones (706/831-3100).

- '|I£-

The judges with their scores: Tim Tate, Heather ylmdihcing instructor,
Ed Kridler, and Joe Warren.

Joe & Barb Warren, 2nd Place Winner!

Savannah River Squadron 4 Serving Central Savannah River Area
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Administrative Officer

Greetings to all | hope everyone had a safe and wond&aier. The Squadron has completed several
planned activities to include: Savannah Boat Show and PBpring Regatta, Co-Op Charting. On behalf of
the Squadron, a special thanks to Tim and Silvia T&e’sosting the picnic. | want to acknowledge Jim
Hammett, Dan Jones, Brian Wilner and Moses Mcintosla$sisting the Augusta Rowing Club during the
Spring Regatta. We completed our spring charting of Claltk_&ke Thurmond thanks to Dave and Susan
Ecklund along with Dan Jones and Moses Mcintosh.

The following is a list of upcoming activities:

Lake Marion to Charleston

Date: 1-3 May 2009

POC: Major Sims, Moses Mclntosh and Dan Jones

Dinner Meetings:

19 May Guest Speaker: 1/Lt Linda B. Sims, Patriot Rierise

Any members wishing to volunteer can contact me at 706-825-5456.

Membership is the strength of our organization. | am askingembers to recruit one new member within the
next 90 days. We need to continue our growth to remainbéevé&guadron.

Educational Officer

Our new ABC Boating Safety Course is underway at WestndaP/C Nettie Dumais is training Mike Reynolds as our
Augusta Co-chair for Basic Boating with the ABC couiEer Tate is our first instructor for the new courseaiikyou,
Tim! We have two students currently enrolled. A sectiothefnew ABC Boating Safety course began in Aiken atlOdel
Weeks on 23 April. P/C Nettie Dumais is training Jim Haatiras our Aiken co-chair for Basic Boating. Manynketo
Nettie for continuing to work diligently with our BadBnating program. Please encourage your friends, neighbars, an
fellow boaters to sign-up now for the classes at Odell Weeks

Bernie Pohlmann, SN, is working with several studentslotiRg to ready them for AP. If you are interestedaniew-
ing Piloting before AP, please contact me or Bernieoas &s possible! Don't forget that it is possible to stlfly all
USPS courses except Instructor Development. Just let mewhmlv ones you are interested in self-studying.

Again, our congratulations go out to our four new graduzttdtavigation: P/D/C Ed Leibfarth, SN, Susan Ecklund,
David Ecklund, and Barry Sroka, and our Navigationrutdbr, P/C Stephen Phillips, SN. We have two studemts co
tinuing in JN: Susan and David Ecklund.

Operations Training will be held on 25 April at Fire Siat#1 in Augusta at the corner of Broad Street and \sible
Street. All should attend. OT is so helpful to underdiiag the workings of all aspects of the USPS. P/D/C Hofdueh,
SN, will be the instructor. Although OT does not fall unddaation, | wanted to promote it because much of what is
discussed relates to education since USPS is the wdasidjest boating education organization. See you is olasn

the water! Respectfully,

"UHS % &% ! (
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March Dinner Meeting

Our March Dinner Meeting not only had a special guest spdalkehe bought along many of his ‘friends’ to entertaiang make
several others just a bit nervous. Brian Metz of Savaiiger Ecology Lab (SREL), which is operated by thneversity of Geor-
gia, showed us and talked about many of the ‘critteed’itthabit the Savannah River Site and nearby areas.

Some of the specimens that Brian introduced to us werex. cooters, soft-shell turtle, snapping turtle ighhcan weigh as much as
45 pounds and can reach 40 years of age), alligator sndpgiedit has 3 ridges down it's back and can weigtr @8 pounds),
gray rat snake (which is NOT aquatic), cottonmouth snakeyrbwater snake, king snake (gets their name becauseahether
snakes!), banded snake, water snake, conebreak srilkeneke, copperhead, Indigo snake, baby alligators, arida alligator
(by the way, crocodiles have a longer snout).

There were two brave souls in the group who VOLUNTEBR&hold the baby alligators. We were told that taegyvery soft!
Brian’s presentation was very informative and somgsdiope to NEVER see any of those critters when weltramd about!

$ * 1

Baby turtle. BIG turtle!

Serving Central Savannah River Area
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March Dinner Meeting Photos

Brian Metz introducing
us to some of his
‘friends’!
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Dennis Demonstoy holding a
baby alligator.

Poni Reynolds holding a
baby alligator.
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D26 Spring Conference

Swamp Fox hosted this year’s Spring Conference and wdraaa job they did! D26 members began arriving
at the Hilton Garden Inn in Florence early Fridayraid®n to get ahead start on socializing and planning their
strategy for the festivities at dinner that evening.

Many items were on display at the Silent Auction dreltables were crowded with future buyers scoping out
the wares. A delicious buffet dinner was served at theeft@ Country Club prior to belly dancing lessons
and then a fierce competition by several members dbisteict Bridge and many of their wives. Heather, the
belly dancing instructor, was very patient during her lessdhe ‘belly dancing challenged’, and then was
summoned by the judges to join them to assist in a faiingdgf the contest. It certainly was great fun and a
lot of laughs, and yours truly was the first place winiterertainly was not due to any skill—she must have
felt sorry for me! | now have a ‘conversation piettephy that | will display proudly.

The meeting began early on Saturday morning and lotsahmation was presented. The ladies returned to
the Florence Country Club for a very nice soup and salad dessert) lunch and an informative discussion on
diamonds and other precious gems by a local jeweler. Aftgresentation, he placed our gems under his mi-
croscope to show us just how ‘perfect’ they are. It way interesting to see the facets and slight imperfec
tions our diamonds contain. After the luncheon, sewaras ladies hunted and found bargains in many of the
nearby shops.

Another very delicious buffet dinner was served for dirat¢he Hilton Garden Inn and many awards were
presented to our sister squadrons. Of course, many of the e Bhrembers have an excellent sense of hu-
mor so you can bet there were lots of laughs to keepvinaing lively.

As in the past, the weekend always goes too fast and lveéokeew it, Sunday morning came and we were
getting ready to head for home. But, we just had to enjeylast ‘get together’ and met with D26 friends for
breakfast at IHOP. Until our next district event!

$ L

Tim and Silvia Tate, Dan Jones, Bucky Harris, Péell@d Audie Holmes after dinner on Friday evening.
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D26 Spring Conference Photos

P/C Tim Tate and XO Lt/C Dan Jones at the Florencen@@pClub.
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D26 Cruise and Rendezvous
12-14 June 2009

Hosted by Tybee Light Power Squadron, Savannah, GA

Venue and Docking Arrangements: All Cruise & Rendezvous activities will be held at Ft. Miggker Marina, in Rich-
mond Hill, GA. For more information about marina fa@t and amenities, see http://www.fortmcallisternaadam/.
The marina offers free trailer parking and free Baanch from the public launch ramp. Slip charges are $1/f @vit
$20 maximum), and hoist charges are also $1/ft (with a $20maxj. To book your docking arrangements, please
contact Marina Manager Toby Hansen (912-727-2632, tobyftmac@ ganooand let him know you are part of the
Tybee Light Power Squadron group.

Hotel Arrangements: For your convenience, Tybee Light has reserved a blockief femwms for 12-13 June 2009 at
the newly renovated Econo Lodge in Richmond Hill, GA 31324 (at I-25S: 17, Exit 97). To make your reservation,
call 912-756-3312 and mention Tybee Light Power Squadron. Roomsidiebboked by 1 May 2009. Cancellations
must be made not later than 1 June 2009. Room Rate: $49.95 plus faRdom with 2 Full Beds or 1 King, Non-
Smoking or Smoking, breakfast is included.

Cruise & Rendezvous Check-In: Check-in will take place at the Ft. McAllister dock amdgy evening (at the Wel-
coming Reception) and on Saturday morning (from 0800-0930).

Schedule of Activities
Friday, 12 June 2009
1600 — 2200 Check-In, Welcoming Reception, and cookout on the dock (&20/peash bar available).

Saturday, 13 June 2009

0800 — 0930 Check-In continues

0930 *Poker Run - Meet on the dock to get your map and route

1000 Poker Run departure

1130 *Departure for Ossabaw Island (for those who do natipate in the Poker Run)

1230 Picnic Lunch on Ossabaw Island ($20/person)

1700 — 1830 Cash Bar on the dock

1830 — 2200 Buffet Dinner, Poker Run Prizes, DJ Music, and Daatiting Marina Restaurant ($30/person)

Sunday, 14 June 2009
0730 — 0900 Complimentary Continental Breakfast provided by Tyigé¢ Power Squadron. Bon voyage!

* If you would like to participate in the Poker Run or PicoicOssabaw Island but are not bringing a boat, Tybee Light
will be pleased to make arrangements for you to join angémicipant’s boat. If conditions warrant, the Poker Ruh w
be by Land Yacht and the Picnic will be held on the dock.

To Register: Mail your Registration Form and (non-refundable) check payablgtee Light Power Squadron to:
Liz Roberts, 7 Kent Circle, Savannah, GA 31406 by 15 May 2009.

Questions?Contact Cruise & Rendezvous Co-chairs Lt/C Elke Quinn (912039%), elkesquinn@gmail.coamd P/C
Ron Lynch (912-920-9616), navyret88@bellsouth.net

Complete the registration form on the next page and semdliit Roberts (see above). We look forward to seeing you
there!

*+ -
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D26 Cruise & Rendezvous
Registration Form

DISTRICT 26 CRUISE & RENDEZVOUS
12-14 JUNE 2009
Hosted by Tybee Light Power Squadron Savannah, GA
Registration Form

Member Name

Squadron

Spouse/Guest Name(s)

Member Mailing Address

Email address

Phone Cell

Expected arrival date

Are you bringing your boat? Yes No

Lodging arrangements (check one): Atthe Econo-Lodge _ Onmyboat  Other

Food & Activity Fees

# people @ rate = total
Friday, 12 June 09
Cookout on the Dock (Cash Bar available) @ $20 =

Saturday, 13 June 09
Poker Run — payable with your registration or on the doépaid with your
registration by the due date, you will receive a fflBead with your first hand)

One hand @ $15 =

Two hands @ $25 =

Three hands @ $35 =
Picnic Lunch @ $20 =

Cash Bar on the Dock
Buffet Dinner, Poker Run Prizes, DJ Music, and Dancirthea
Marina Restaurant @ $30 =

Sunday, 14 June 2009
Complimentary Continental Breakfast provided by
Tybee Light Power Squadron. Bon voyage!

Food & Activities Total:

To Register: Mail your Registration Form and (non-refundable) chegyable to Tybee Light Power Squadron to:
Liz Roberts, 7 Kent Circle, Savannah, GA 31406 by 15 May 2009.
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Cooperative Charting on Lake Thurmond

Savannah River Sail and Power Squadron members Dan Moses Mcintyre, Dave Ecklund and Susan
Ecklund surveyed Lake Thurmond from the Dam to buoy 60 andgieaittle River from 1 to 74 on 18 April
2009.

After years of low water, the water is up! The wadéeel is almost to it's normal level at 326.5 feet. Té@m
started charting at 0830 with the temperature in the hightB8sgh it felt much warmer. The wind was still
and the water was like glass.

We powered over to our starting points and began the safaggls to navigations (ATONs). We found buoys
missing and damaged from boats hitting them. Faded lett@dsgiot a major problem this year. A new prob-
lem was that several of the buoys were almost tosalbmerged and a hazard to navigation.

At lunch time, we rafted up and had a leisurely lunch enjogaah other’'s company. As the weather warmed
to the upper 70s, boaters came out and the lake was bissgomier and sail boats. There were a few hardy
water skiers.

We completed the project and were on the road by 1500wHSsis great time and a major service to the com-
munity.

Come join us on 11 July when we will do it again. Wd aldo be charting the Savannah River in early fall. |
you would like to do some Cooperative Charting on your owa gie a call. There is always something for
someone to do.

# .I$#Ol "
Co-Op Charting Chairman

! . i —
Half of the 18 April Co-op team, Dan Jones and Mosetdsh.
Photo taken by Dave and Susan Ecklund from their boat.
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Safety Notes

Spring is here and it is time to get our boats back owtter!

During co-op charting on Lake Thurmond on 18 April, | wasineled of a couple of things about floating

aids to navigation (ATONSs) or buoys. The winter stoamd collisions with boats did a good amount of dam-
age to the 74 channel marking buoys on the Georgia Littler Beetion of Lake Thurmond. There were 11
missing, 2 almost underwater, 3 with moderate damage, 7initr damage and only 51 undamaged. That is
only 67 % undamaged for this small portion of Lake Thurmond.

The good thing is that within a couple of days of gettingctirep charting report, the Corp of Engineers will
have the information about the damaged buoys turned @eeit contractor to have repairs completed by
Memorial Day.

With winter storms moving buoys around, please check yoatirigparea carefully as you put your boat in the
water this spring. If something does not look right, stiown, check your chart, and proceed with caution.

Attached are two photos - one of a submerged buoy and owengithe results of a collision.

) . /$#0! "
Squadron Safety Officer
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April Dinner Meeting

Our April Dinner Meeting began with lots of socializing esmme snacking! After we enjoyed a delicious din-
ner with the main course from What's Cookin’ and Idtdelicious dishes to round out our meal, our com-
mander conducted a brief meeting before we listened to our spesker.

Margaret Woodard, from the Downtown Development Autlgpapoke to us about the plans of the Down-
town Development Authority of Augusta. The missioritef DDAA is the improve the economy of the Au-
gusta-Richmond County by coordinating an aggressive public aratgppvogram to promote the re-
development and growth of downtown Augusta.

There were many projects that Margaret talked aboutn@egusta Downtown Initiative - consists of several
ambassadors that ‘patrol’ the downtown area, assigbngghat may need some help, and work to keep the
downtown area clean; the Streetscape project - replheesidewalk on 10th Street and also included street
lights, landscaping and street furniture; Saturday MarkéheRiver—now located on the 8th Street Plaza,
just started up again this month and will run through Gattiis year; the Augusta Chronicle Christmas Light
-Up Spectacular—mark your calendars for the “Twas thylhiNBefore—Boat Parade” on 5 December and for
the Holiday Market, Parade, and Light-up Spectacular Dadc&mber—all to be held in the Downtown area.

Margaret spoke about the proposal to bring a trolleéAdugusta and how parking and transportation will im-
prove in the next two years. Not to mention a hota Was recently identified to be located on Broad §tree
but she couldn't tell us which hotel (the name begiitk the letter “H”). The Augusta Riverwalk will be revi-
talized in the near future also.

If you missed this extremely informative meeting, heeeseveral websites that you can check out for addi-
tional information:

Myaugustadowntown.com

Augustatomorrow.com

Bringbaseballdowntown.com

Until next month......................
$ 1* 0"
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Margaret Woodard discussi
the development of downto
Augusta.
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

COMING EVENTS ~ DON'T MISS 'EM

WHEN WHAT WHERE
May 2009
1-3 FRI-SUN Lake Marion to Charleston Cruise ChaotesSC
12 TUES 1900 Executive Committee Meeting Fire Stafagusta, GA
19 TUES 1900 Members Meeting The Boathouse, AugBsta,
June 2009
10 TUES 1900 Executive Committee Meeting Fire Stafagusta, GA
12-14 FRI-SUN D26 Summer Cruise & Rendezvous Tybee I9&Ad,

NO MEMBER MEETING

July 2009

4 SAT Happy Independence Day!

14 TUES 1900 Executive Committee Meeting Fire Stafagusta, GA
21 TUES 1830 Members Meeting TBD, Aiken, SC
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