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Looking out  from the  deck of the  Aisling  during Butch and Lynne 
Rachalôs ñGreat Loopò trip 

Date: Tuesday, 17 May 2016 Date: Saturdays,  May 21 & 28 

Time: 1830-2030 Time: 1000 - 1400 

Where: Wilcox Inn, Aiken Where: Broad St. Fire Station, Augusta 

Program: Social Meeting 
P/C Butch Rachal 

Program: Americaôs Boating Course (ABC) 

Members & Guest Meeting Information 

http://usps.org/localusps/savannahriver/
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Message from the Commander 
 
     tƭŜŀǎŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ hŎǘΦΣ т ŀƴŘ у ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ нс Ŧƻƭƪǎ 
ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ǳƎǳǎǘŀ  ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ нс /ƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ²ŀǘŎƘΦ 
²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
ƳŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΦ 

     ¢ƘŜ {9hΣ {ǘŜǾŜ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎΣ {bΣ ǿƛƭƭ ƻũŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ōƻŀǝƴƎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ нм ŀƴŘ нуΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ  
     IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ƭŀǘŜƭȅΚ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƛƴ !ƛƪŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭŎƻȄ Lƴƴ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ мт ŀǘ тΥлл 
ǇΦƳΦ 

²Ŝ Ƴƛǎǎ ȅƻǳΗ  tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΦ 

  

Cdr Paulette Harris-Holmes, SN 
Savannah River S&PS Commander 

706-829-3909 
pharris1@gru.edu 

 

EDITORIAL DEADLINE 
 

Deadline for articles, photos, and reports for the  
July-August 2016 edition of The Piedmont Binnacle: 
Saturday, 14 May, 2016. 
 
If any member has photographs or SRS&PS stories he or 
she would like to submit, please send them in DIGITAL 
FORMAT to the editor for consideration. 

mailto:pharris1@gru.edu
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Assistant Commander 
 

The boating season has begun! 

National Safe Boating Week is 21 ï 27 May. The Savannah River Sail and Power Squadron is committed to 

educating the CSRA about boating safety. As members, we should recruit students for the ABC courses and 

encourage boat owners to get free vessel safety checks. 

U.S. Coast Guard statistics show that drowning was the reported cause of death in approximately 68% of 

recreational boating fatalities in 2014, and that approximately 84 % of those who drowned were not wearing 

life jackets.  

To help promote life jacket awareness, Savannah River Sail and Power Squadron members may want to 

participate in the National Safe Boating Councilôs annual ñWear Your Life Jacket to Work Dayò event. The 

Day will take place prior to National Safe Boating Week on Friday, 20 May. 

For more information about the North American Safe Boating Campaign, go to 
www.SafeBoatingCampaign.com .  
 
Have fun and be safe while boating! 

 
ñCome for the Boating Education...Stay for the Friendsò                   
 

 P/C DeMetrice Allen, AP 

http://www.SafeBoatingCampaign.com
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Educational Officer  

 
4 H2O ï Another Boating Education Opportunity 

 

     The Lake Murray Association, in cooperation with the Clemson Extension Agency and the 4H Club, pro-
vide a one week summer camp for kids 11-14 years old.  The program is called 4H2O. The kids meet at the 
Lake Murray Park next to the Lake Murray dam for one week of education on water safety, science, and con-
servation which includes two days on the water. 
     Three pontoon boats are provided by Lake Murray Association members and carry the kids to several on-
the-water locations.  At the first stop, the Lexington County Sherriffôs Department demonstrates a fire boat 
which includes a 750 gpm water cannon.  The kids get to control the fire nozzle from a fine fog to a direct 
stream.  Usually someone gets sprayed  ð which increases the fun.  At the same stop, Sea Tow shows how 
they safely tow boats, and describes several rescue situations - including diving for a boat sunk by accident.  
The Coast Guard Auxiliary provides a good demonstration of boating safety and life jackets.  
     Another stop is a tour of the West Columbia water Treatment Plant that processes 24 million gallons/day of 
Lake Murray water made safe for drinking.  It includes a tour of their laboratory where samples are analyzed 
to ensure each step in the purification process is operating as designed.   
     At several location along the route, we stop to take lake water samples and measure pH, temperature, and 
dissolved oxygen.  One sample at each location is cultured to see what bacteria are present.  Microscopic ex-
amination of the samples occurs later in the week.  
     The most popular stop is Sandy Beach, where the kids enjoy lunch and the most popular part of the day -
swimming.  In addition, the South Carolina DNR demonstrates their fish shocker boat, which allows them to 
determine the health of fish in the area.  They tell the kids that alligators do not respond well to shocking.  The 
kids get to see local fish that have been collected in the cove we are stopped in, and they help in the release of 
the shocked fish. 
     Each kid gets an opportunity to pilot the pontoon boats under the direct supervision of the boat captain. 
Each of the boats receives a vessel safety check at the beginning of the day courtesy of the Lake Murray Pow-
er Squadron.  This popular activity is sold out each year to kids in the Columbia/Irmo area.  Your SEO has 
been a volunteer captain for the last five years. 
 

Americaôs Boating Course (ABC) 
     An ABC course will be offered at the Columbia Fire Station on Broad Street on Saturday, May 21 and Sat-

urday, May 4 at 10:00am until 2:00pm each day.  This is our best opportunity to recruit new members as well 
as provide a valuable public service.  Georgia law requires that persons born in 1998 and later operating a boat 
must have taken a course approved by the Georgia DNR.  ABC meets the requirements.  Tell your friends and 

neighbors. 

 

Steve Phillips, N 
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Note from the Editor 
 
We are now in the full swing of Spring, and with it, the unpredictable weather patterns.so this issueôs article from the 
National Marketing/PR committee is:  ñFogò.  Next issue: ñCo-Op Charting - Nationalò.  Donôt forget to include the 
website address, usps.org/localusps/savannahriver/ on your flyers and brochures. It can be a powerful recruiting tool. As 
always, I am on the lookout for any and all interesting and relevant articles from our members. 
 
I am STILL out of boating safety articles to adapt from past issues. I would be interested in obtaining more. Please feel 
free to send me any other ideas that you have. 

http://usps.org/localusps/savannahriver/

