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MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDER 
  

     Commanderôs Message 
      

Summer turns to Fall, October turns too soon to Winter ï but thankfully the boating season is never over in 
the land lit bright by the Tybee Light. 
  
Fall is back-to-school time, and the ABC public boating course is wrapping up soon with a class full of ea-
ger learners and boaters, young and not so young.  Course Chairman Jack Eddington has done a superb 
job getting this course on track and his team of dedicated instructors on deck.  
  
More education opportunities are at hand for self-education, re-education (for those who need or just want 
a refresher ï who, like I, may have forgotten many of the finer points), and discovering new developments 
in the boating world, changing and evolving constantly like every other facet of human existence.  
  
Our 2009 Annual Meeting, Awards Night, AND Election of next yearôs Bridge are here - Can it be that time 
already.  Seems like the year just got underway!!  Let this meeting be the best attended of any so far this 
year, so we can recognize the steadfast efforts of all now and those in the past.  Show your support for 
those nominated to office, and give them the strength and backing to carry on the mission of the Tybee 
Light Sail and Power Squadron. 
  
That is all -- and probably way too much! 
 

- CDR Doug Andrews, AP 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

You and Your Spouse or Guest are Cordially Invited to  
Tybee Lightôs Change of Watch Celebration 

  
Thursday, December 10 ï Savannah Yacht Club  

  
Social Hour ï 1800 (cash bar), Dinner ï 1900, Change of Watch ï 2000 

Music & Dancing ï until 2200 
  

To confirm your reservation, send your check ($37.50/person, payable to TLPS) 
and your choice of entrée (steak & shrimp or salmon en croûte) to: 
Lt/C Elke Quinn, S, 541 East 58 th Street, Savannah, GA  31405  

  
RSVP by November 20, 2009 ï Advance reservations required. 

Dress:  Class A uniform, business suit, or evening attire. 



Executive Department  
 

Hurricane Evacuation Plan for Savannahôs Boaters.  I have been working on a 

hurricane evacuation plan, so folks with recreational boats can take them up the Savannah River.  Some of 
you might have read about this in the Savannah Morning News over the last few weeks (see box).  Thanks 
to my asking, Chatham Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (CEMA) Director Clayton Scott 
has ordered the Georgia Department of 
Transportation and the CSX Railroad to have 
bridge tenders available at the Houlihan and 
CSX bridges and to open the bridges for 
boats trying to evacuate the Coastal Empire 
during daylight hours in the 30-48 hour period 
before tropical force winds are expected hit.  
(After this period, bridges will be locked down 
and will be available only to vehicle and train traffic, respectively.) 

The U.S. Coast Guard has made my plan and the CEMA order into a Marine Safety Information Bulletin. 
You can see the Bulletin by going to www.homepage.uscg.mil and looking for it yourself.  Or, if you have 
the stamina, you can type in the following link (donôt make a mistake!): http://homeport.uscg.mil/cgibin/st/
portal/uscg_docs/MyCG/Editorial/20091002/MSSB%2010-09.pdf?
id=431f8e2caccf86d96f9d97447f77d0c1296ee487 
 
The next step is for our Squadron to get involved in the publication and distribution of the plan, so all boat-
ers in our area can be informed that these normally unat-
tended bridges will be manned for a specified period when a 
hurricane is approaching.  We will be applying for grant 
funds from the national Boat U.S. Foundation to defray pub-
lication costs.  Stay tuned as we prepare the plan brochure 
and our grant application goes through the review process!   

Change of Watch.   The Change of Watch is 

coming up on December 10th.  You should have received 
your invitation by mail, and reservations are already pouring 
in.  (If, by any chance you did not, please let Elke know and 
consider the front page of this Beacon to be your invitation.)   

You will see and hear things about this yearôs Change of 
Watch, so I am going to put my two centsô worth in now.  
Earlier this Summer, Tybee Lightôs Executive Committee 
approved using Squadron funds ï your funds, since they 
come from all membersô dues and fees ï to subsidize the 
cost of the evening while keeping the $37.50/person ticket 
price unchanged from last year.  TLPS is spending your 
money to get you a better venue and a much better meal for 
this special occasion.  TLPS is spending your money to get 
you entertainment for the evening.  To take advantage this 
subsidy, you must attend the Change of Watch.   If you 
donôt attend, your funds will be feeding and entertaining 
everyone else!  
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Savannah Morning Newsô coverage of the new hurricane 

evacuation plan can be seen at: 

¶ http://savannahnow.com/news/2009-09-09/if-hurricane-

hits-some-boaters-may-be-creek 

¶ http://savannahnow.com/news/2009-10-18/ boaters-get-

new-hurricane-plan 

¶ http://savannahnow.com/opinion/2009-10-24/creek 

COW ï Cash Bar Arrangements  
 

Because the Savannah Yacht Club cannot 
accept cash, Tybee Light will be selling drink 
tickets as members sign in.  These tickets 
will be redeemed at the bar.  Prices are as 
follows: 
  
     House Brands           $4.75 
     Call Brands                 5.25 
     Premium Brands         6.25 
     Domestic Beer            3.00 
     Imported Beer             3.50 
     House Wines               7.50 
     Soft Drinks                  2.00 
  
Each table of eight will have two complimen-
tary bottles of wine ï the table's choice of red 
or white or both. 
  
Questions?  Please call Elke Quinn at 355-
0737 or email Elkesquinn@gmail.com 

http://www.homepage.uscg.mil/
http://homeport.uscg.mil/cgibin/st/portal/uscg_docs/MyCG/Editorial/20091002/MSSB%2010-09.pdf?id=431f8e2caccf86d96f9d97447f77d0c1296ee487
http://homeport.uscg.mil/cgibin/st/portal/uscg_docs/MyCG/Editorial/20091002/MSSB%2010-09.pdf?id=431f8e2caccf86d96f9d97447f77d0c1296ee487
http://homeport.uscg.mil/cgibin/st/portal/uscg_docs/MyCG/Editorial/20091002/MSSB%2010-09.pdf?id=431f8e2caccf86d96f9d97447f77d0c1296ee487
mailto:Elkesquinn@gmail.com


You will pay the same as last yearôs event, but will enjoy benefits that you did not receive last year.  Not 
only will you dine at the finest Yacht Club venue in Savannah and enjoy the festive holiday decorations 
and lights on boats on the Wilmington River, but Savannah Yacht Club is said to be one of the finest Yacht 
Club venues on the East Coast of the United States!  You will be waited on hand and foot, served by a full 
wait staff, and enjoy white linen dining, complimentary bottles of wine at your table, a full mahogany bar 
and lounge, and music by local legend Savannah Steve for your listening and dancing pleasure.    

If you miss this one, members and guests who do attend will be thanking you for paying for their part for 
years to come.  Iôll see you there! 

- Lt/C Kevin Quinn, AP, Executive Officer 
 

Cooperative Charting  
- Special to The Beacon from P/D/Lt Don Funderburk, SN 

 

At my final district meeting as D-26 Cooperative Charting Chairman in 
Charleston in October, I was honored to be the National recipient of the 
USPS ñGOLDEN EAGLEò Award for Cooperative Charting, and sur-
prised and doubly honored to learn I had also been selected as the D-26 
ñCHAPMANò Award for Excellence in Teaching recipient. 
 
Receiving both these high awards in the same meeting is indeed hum-
bling.  The more important point it left me with, however, was the recog-
nition that the USPS Education and Cooperative Charting programs are 
both closely related as our volunteer organizationôs top programs for a 
reason:  Both programs are TEAM efforts that feed on mutual support of 
all the members. 
 
Let me assure you that I recognize that the entire D-26 Coop Charting 

Team is the primary reason I can bask in the ñGOLDEN EAGLEò Award honor.  I know it happened simply 
because I stand on the shoulders of giants of prodigious service in the Coop Charting arena.  They, in turn, 
stand on the shoulders of dedicated and long-serving volunteers in USPSôs Education programs.  There 
are so many happy memories of activity and mutually supportive struggles that I am afraid to single any 
individuals out, but let me assure you that this honor extends all over the country and includes those who 
have already passed over the ultimate bar, and who I am eternally grateful for knowing.    
 
Now, our own P/C Ron Lynch, JN ï who has served as my able D-26 Coop Charting Assistant over the 
past few years ï has taken the helm as D-26 Cooperative Charting Chairman.  I pray you will support Ron 
and incoming Squadron Cooperative Charting Chairman Dennis Cusanelli, P, as well as you have sup-
ported me to make D-26 Number 1 in the Nation in Cooperative Charting.   
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Executive Officer  
(continued from page 2)  
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Education Department  
 
It is a labor of love to serve as Tybee Lightôs Squadron Educational Officer (SEO) again, after having 
served as SEO in 2000 and as Assistant SEO this year.  I am very grateful to the Education Committee 
for working with me to frame an education plan for the next three years, so members can plan their se-
quence of advanced courses and electives with confidence.  Our goal re-
mains to ensure: 
 
¶ All members who wish to achieve Educational Proficiency (completion 

of Seamanship, Piloting, and Advanced Piloting and 3 advanced elec-
tives) will be able to do so within 2 years of completing Americaôs Boat-
ing Course  

¶ All members who wish to achieve Educational Achievement (completion 
of all advanced courses through Navigation and all 6 advanced electives) will be able to do so within 
3 years.    

 
To do this, our Squadron will need to expand its cadre of experienced instructors, so we are able to offer 
classes without overworking any individual instructor.  Many of our instructors have generously been 
teaching for years, for which we are grateful.  But we do not want teaching to become an undue burden 
or to take any of our instructorsô availability for granted.    

 

Accordingly, the Education Committee has endorsed a plan to encourage team teaching, so our newer 
instructors can gain USPS teaching experience alongside our seasoned instructors this year.  We have 
begun this practice already in some sessions of our Americaôs Boating Course this fall and are also using 
team teaching in the current Advanced Piloting class, where our instructors have complementary 
strengths. 
 
If you would like to volunteer as an instructor ï for a full course or a specific topic ï please let me know!  
To teach Americaôs Boating Course, you need to have completed Instructor Development.  For all other 
USPS courses, you need to have successfully completed the course you wish to teach. 
 
Please refer to the ñCalendar of Upcoming Eventsò at the back of our monthly Beacon for the schedule of 
upcoming classes.  This is also posted on our website under Education and Calendar of Events.  I am 
happy to announce that we will be starting three courses in January: 
¶ Americaôs Boating Course will start in mid-January 
¶ Seamanship will start in mid-January 
¶ Junior Navigation will start Thursday, January 7 
 
We also plan to offer Piloting (spring), Advanced Piloting (fall), and Navigation (fall) in 2010, as well as 
the following advanced electives:  Engine Maintenance, Marine Electronics, and Cruise Planning.  The 
Education Committee is reviewing the electives to see if any is amenable to being offered on a more 
compressed schedule than in recent years.  One idea is to offer the elective on Saturday mornings or 
Sunday afternoons, so the course can be completed in 4-5 three- to four-hour sessions, rather than 8-10 
two-hour weekday evening sessions.  We ran the last Instructor Development course this way and it 
worked well for the students.  We would welcome membersô feedback on this possibility for other elec-
tives. 
 
Over,  
- Lt/C Don Funderburk, Squadron Educational Officer 
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Administrative Department  

 Membership Meetings.   Our 2009 Annual Meeting (Awards and 2010 Elections) at Tubbyôs in 
October and our Change of Watch at the Savannah Yacht Club in December complete our membership 
meetings for 2009 in style!  I would like to thank Elke Quinn for all her work to line up venues this year, 
and for consulting with you on your preferences for meeting nights and locations. 
 
Planning is underway for 2010.  We know many members travel to our membership meetings from the 
limits of Hwy 80 to the northeast, from Isle of Hope and Skidaway Island to the southeast, from Rich-
mond Hill and as far away as Jesup and Allenhurst to the south/southwest, and from Pooler and Garden 
City to the northwest.  This means some of our members are unable to attend our meetings as frequently 
as they would like.  Accordingly, one of our goals for 2010 will be to offer a wider range of meeting ven-
ues, both for the variety of dining experience and to spread the driving burden more equitably.  To sup-
port this goal, we will be happy to help organize carpools for members who want to share a ride or who 
need transportation.     
 
Richard and I had lunch at AJôs Dockside Restaurant on Tybee Island last Saturday.  Although Richard 
had been there before with friends, it was my first visit (but definitely not my last).  The on-the-water loca-
tion is delightful, the menu offers a range of choices to please any palate and budget, and the atmos-
phere is casual and inviting.  We talked to the supervisor and learned they can accommodate a group 
our size for dinner, so long as we schedule our meeting during the winter months.  In fact, they would 
love  to have us come for our regularly scheduled meeting in January or February, when tourist season is 
at its ebb, and have everything we need (outlet-wise) to conduct our meeting and program.  So, we are 
working to confirm arrangements and look forward to having a dinner meeting within view (albeit from the 
parking lot!) of our namesake lighthouse.  As ever, we welcome your suggestions for venues and pro-
grams. 
 

 Do You Like to Take Pictures or Get to Know Interesting People?  If so, we have two 
needs for help where you may like to volunteer your time and talent!  These are:   
¶ Taking digital photos at our membership meetings and boating activitiesé or simply sharing digital 

photos of your own adventures on the water.  We need these for our Beacon photo gallery and web-
site. 

¶ Helping prepare our ñWho Is It?ò column for The Beacon.  As you may have seen from earlier Bea-
cons, these are short pieces on one of our members each month that help us all get to know each 
other better and learn about each othersô interests and experiences.  Whether you would like to vol-
unteer to write one article or many, we will appreciate your help! 

If you would like to help with either or both, please let Squadron Webmaster Ron Lynch (920-9616, 
navyret88@bellsouth.net) or me (598-5171, vjanwright1@comcast.net) know!  

 

Boating is Fun ï Weôll Show You How!  Kevin and I are enjoying team-teaching Advanced 

Piloting this fall; and students Dennis Cusanelli, Jack Eddington, Bill Keech, and Oscar Lee are keeping 
us on our toes with their enthusiasm, commitment, and own boating experiences.  Having taken AP in 
2007, Iôm delighted to have the chance for a thorough review before starting Junior Navigation in Janu-
ary.   
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Administrative Department 
(continued from page 5) 

If you havenôt taken Advanced Piloting yet or completed it recently or even long ago, you may enjoy this 
monthôs educational puzzle on page 10.  AP concepts are very accessible; and their application during 
pre-cruise planning and on the water helps recreational boaters navigate safely in unfamiliar waters (1 
Down in the puzzle) or challenging conditions (4 Across) such as limited visibility (16 Across).  They help 
you avoid hazards (12 Down) and can be a lifesaver when your electronic tools (5 Down) and all your 
backup tools fail ï as seems to happen with great frequency on Bowditch Bay!   
 
See you at Tubbyôs! 
- Lt/C Jan Wright, AP, Administrative Officer  
 

Our 2009 Beacon Patrons are:  
 

Bob & Chris Aiken, Doug & Pam Andrews, Dennis & Lisa Cusanelli, Jack & Sandra Eddington, 
Bruce & Jeanne Elder, Don & Denise Funderburk, Bob & Nancy Hastie, Louis & Anne Hohenstein, 

Jack & Mary Huber, Scott (dec.) & Lisa Kavanaugh, Bill & Marcia Keech, Ron & Liz Lynch, 
Gene Marshall, Jim & Joy Pankey, Brad Peters, Michael & Sherri Portman, Kevin & Elke Quinn, 

Bob & Liz Roberts, Will & Mary Jean Ross, Dave Sapp & Linda Riggs, Don & Marta Stewart, 
JB & Dale Thornton, Joe & Barbara Warren, Richard & Jan Wright, and Pete & Carol Young. 

 
 

Sunset over Charleston taken from the Hanger Deck 
of the USS YORKTOWN.  Photo taken by Liz Lynch. 
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Tybee Lights 

Birthday Candles for: 
   11/08  JB Thornton 

   11/14 Joe Vestal 

   11/17 Oscar Lee 

   11/27 Will Ross 

   11/29 Bob Erb 
  

Calendar of Upcoming Events ï Save the Date!  

October 27 

  
  
29 

Bridge meeting ï 5:30-6:45 PM (Hoskins Center) 
Americaôs Boating Course ï 7-9 PM (Hoskins Center) 
Advanced Piloting ï 7-9 PM (Hoskins Center) 

Membership Meeting at Tubbyôs Tankhouse Restaurant in Thunder-
bolt (2009 Foundersô Annual Meeting, Awards and 2010 Elections). 

November Tuesdays 

  
Thursdays 

 Note: 

Americaôs Boating Course ï 7-9 PM (Hoskins Center), Exam scheduled 
for November 17 

Advanced Piloting ï 7-9 PM (Hoskins Center), Exam due December 10 

No membership meeting 

December 10 
  
  

Change of Watch at Savannah Yacht Club  (6-10 PM; Reservations re-
quired.  Please RSVP to Elke Quinn by November 20, with your payment 
and choice of entrée. 

January Tuesdays 
  
  
Thursdays 
  
  
26 
  
28 

Americaôs Boating Course ï 7-9 PM (Hoskins Center), starting date TBA. 
Seamanship ï 7-9 PM (Hoskins Center), starting date TBA 
  
Junior Navigation ï 7-9 PM (Hoskins Center), starting January 7.  (Last 
January class will be Tuesday, 1/26.) 
  
Bridge Meeting ï 5:30-6:45 PM (Hoskins Center) 
  
Membership Meeting ï Venue TBC  
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Photoôs from the District 26 Change of Watch held in Charleston, SC 
On 2-4 October 2009 

D26 Education Officer  D/Lt/C Joe Warren, SN 
and wife Barb decked out in western garb for the 
Friday night social with a western theme. 

D26 Secretary  D/Lt/C Ed Kridler, AP, dressed  
as the Indian.  Back of head belongs to D26 
Executive Officer (and incoming D26 Commander) 
D/Lt/C Betty Walton, AP 

Friday nightôs social.  One thing we boaters do is 
eat well. 

The guy with the hat is D26 Treasurer D/Lt/C Bob 
Boal, SN talking with D26 Rules Committee Chair 
P/C Stephen Pietrowics, SN 


