
Spring 2023  2023 

Mansfield 

YACHTSMAN 
L 40° 45' N      Lo 82° 30' W 

From the Wheelhouse 
Cdr John Fort, SN 

Remember ... how you came to your love of 
boating? 
     who taught you  to bait your first fish 

hook? 
     who explained the meaning of those 

red things bobbing in Sandusky Bay? 
     when you tried water skiing for the 

first time? 
     when you took the helm and 

successfully navigated to a new port? 
     when you shared tall tales and warm drinks at meetings 

or rendezvous? 
     why you still love the feel of waves under your keel and 

wind in your face? 

Chances are Mansfield Power Squadron had a great deal to do 
with those memories. For 70 years you and MPS have created 
memories, friendships, knowledge, and service opportunities. Let's 
continue that tradition. What can we do for you and what can you 
do for our boating community? 

 Ask.  Offer.  Plan.  Participate. 

2023-2024 Bridge 

Commander 
Cdr John Fort, SN 

419-566-7576
jfort.mps@gmail.com 

Educational Officer 
P/C Charles Tarbert, JN 

419-564-7317

ump95@aol.com 

Administrative Officer 
Lt/C Edward Corley 

edwardcorleyemail@gmail.com

Secretary 
P/R/C Thomas Etzwiler, SN 

419-529-4812
etzwilertom@yahoo.com 

Treasurer 
Lt/C Georgiann E. Mathews, P 

419-512-5289
rmathews@neo.rr.com 
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From the P/C 
P/C Jay Wells, AP 

Hello to all of our wonderful 
squadron members. By now 
Spring has come alive, the 
change of watch has happened, 
and we should be getting our 
boats in the water and ready to 
enjoy another boating season. 
Be sure to check all of your 
equipment to make sure everything is ship shape and 
ready to have a safe summer on the water. 

I have completed a third year as commander, and now 
have turned the reigns over to John Fort as your new 
commander. We have some new people on the bridge 
for this year, and we are looking forward to a great 
year with some new and fresh ideas for our upcoming 
season. Please support the new bridge  with ideas, and 
by being available to help them when needed.  We are 
looking forward to  a great year of teaching classes, 
geodetic finds, vessel safety checks, and having a lot 
fun while doing all these things and more. 

It has been my pleasure to serve as commander for 
the past three years, and I thank you for that honor. I 
also am happy to report we are still alive and active as 
a squadron. Some districts and squadrons have been 
forced to disband over the last few years, but 
Mansfield has continued to grow and teach classes to 
promote safe boating. Thank you for making this 
happen. Be assured, I will still be here to do what I 
can to support Mansfield Power Squadron. Thanks 
again and safe voyages to all. 

Jay 

The Boat Handling course 
finished up with the final exam 
on Wednesday, March 15th.  A 
special thank you to Dennis 
Figley for instructing the course! 

Instructor Appreciation Potluck Picnic 

A special thank you to all instructors who have 
instructed this past year; to those who have instructed 
in the past; and to those who are available and eager 
to instruct in the future!  On Thursday, May 25rd, 
an Instructor Appreciation Potluck Picnic will be 
held. All are invited to attend! 

ABC 

Our next ABC is scheduled for Saturday, June 3, 
2023. It is a one day, all day ABC course which will 
be heldat Baypoint Yacht Club.  

May everyone put their boating skills and water 
safety knowledge to work this boating 
season!  Have a safe and enjoyable time on the 
water! 

 SAFE BOATING  IS  BETTER BOATING! 

 National Safe Boating Week: 

 May 20-26, 2023 

Past Education 
Officer  
P/Lt/C Denise Tenison, SN

Boat Handling Course 
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LAKE ERIE ALGAL 
BLOOMS 

Almost all of us have experienced the algal blooms in 
late summer on Lake Erie.  Looking forward to the 
upcoming year, I have found some information and 
forecasts that have been given by experts from The 
Ohio State Research Team.  They are attempting to 
explain what is happening and how it may affect you.  

The harmful algal blooms that manifest Lake Erie in the 
summer can be as murky a concept to understand as 
they look.  But it’s important to recognize the distinct 
and sometimes dangerous impact these blooms can 
have beyond the Great Lakes’ banks:  Harmful algal 
blooms are capable of producing toxins that can cause 
skin rashes, GI problems and varying degrees of 
damage to a person’s liver, kidneys and the nervous 
system.  Perhaps the most infamous instance of the 
excessive growth of microscopic algae organisms, 
commonly known as blooms, resulted in a three-day 
shutdown of the city of Toledo’s water supply.  Experts 
point out that there are six things that we should be 
aware of when discussing this topic. 

* Harmful algal blooms are caused by increases of
phosphorus in the lake.

While septic tanks, lawns, golf courses and 
wastewater treatment plants also contribute to the 
runoff that ends up in Lake Erie, about 85% comes 
from agriculture.  Heavy spring rains lead to 
greater runoff of phosphorus from farm fields.  The 
Maumee River runs through extensively farmed 
agriculture land as it winds through eastern Indiana 
and western Ohio and then feeds Lake Erie near 
Toledo.  The goal going forward is to reduce 
nutrient inputs under heavy spring rain conditions 
and other movement of water over the landscape. 

* Blooms are running big.

Bloom events are likely to be at their greatest in
August and September and are usually finished by 
mid-October.  Where the bloom settles or moves 
from day to day is determined by wind conditions 
(direction and speed).  Additionally, if the surface 
water is calm, the bloom may collect at the surface.  
Communities from Sandusky and westward are at 
highest risk because of the shallow water in that 
part of the lake and the fact that the primary origin 
of the bloom is Maumee Bay. 

From the Safety 
Officer 
P/C Daniel Fortman, SN

* Human and animal health are threatened.

Harmful algal blooms are a known liver toxin 
and can negatively affect the nervous system.  
Skin irritations are also a concern.  County 
health departments post advisories regarding 
when it is unsafe to be in or on the lake or to 
eat non-commercially caught fish from the 
lake.  The same concern exists for pets. 

* Blooms are costly.

It doesn’t take an economist to know that slime 
of any color keeps people away from the lake.  
The Ohio State researchers estimated blooms to 
two Ohio lakes cost homeowners $152 million 
in lost property value over six years.  It is also 
estimated that harmful algae blooms in Lake 
Erie in 2014 resulted in $43 million in lost 
tourism and recreation dollars. Communities 
along the lake are spending millions for water 
treatment as well. 

* Scientists are tracking blooms and working with
agriculture experts to address causes.

The key is to reduce the amount of phosphorus 
and nitrogen that gets into the lake.  Both play 
a role in this excess growth, but nitrogen fuels 
how toxic the bloom might get. 

* How close are we to the goal of 40% reduction?

This is not easy to assess.  Many of the 
practices that need to be deployed on the 
landscape require funding and time.  Some 
practices have a lag effect, meaning they do not 
draw down nutrients overnight.  There has been 
grant money utilized and efforts by political 
representatives along with substantial 
university studies with the goal of assisting in 
the reduction of this problem.  If all of this is 
successful, we should see and experience the 
results in the future on our precious Lake Erie.   

The Mansfield Yachtsman is published  
Three times a year. Spring, Fall and 
Winter. 

Please submit articles either as a Word 
document or in the body of an E-mail. 
Send your articles and pictures to Irene 
Rodriguez at rodriguezri@artistirene.com 

Deadlines for the Yachtsman articles are 

the 15th of January, April, and July. 

3



Past 
Administrative 
Officer 

P/C Lynn Fortman, SN 

Change…without it, life would 
probably be dull, but when the 
grass needs mowed, the closets 
are screaming with extra junk, the flowers garden is 
begging for some attention, and oh, the boat, what 
about the boat! Do you ever wonder what a little 
boredom might be like in your life? Don’t start now 
because I can only hope that with your busy 
schedules you have some time to work in the events 
that are being offered by Mansfield Power Squadron 
for the months of May, June and July.  You might 
remember that with our updated Yachtsman 
schedule, your next Yachtsman that will be emailed 
in August will describe the events for the final 
months of the year.  For all of you that have 
provided your email addresses, you will be receiving 
a reminder each month of the events for that month. 
So, let’s begin! 

With our 70th Change of Watch over, I would like to 
welcome our new Administrative Officer, Edward 
(Ed) Corley.  Ed has been taking classes with 
Mansfield Power Squadron for the last year and 
when the opportunity to serve on our Bridge was 
available, he offered his expertise and willingness to 
support our organization.  You will be in good hands 
as he begins his duties in May.  Please show him the 
true comradery that you have given me time and 
time again, with offers to help set up, clean up, or in 
the words of Shirley Fort, “bring the coffee pot.”  
Always remembering, that…many hands make work 
light! 

When an RSVP is requested, please email 
edwardcorleyemail@gmail.com. 

MAY 

There will be three events this month.  The first will 
be our Executive and Membership meeting on May 9 
at 6:30 at the Elks Lodge. The second event will 
happen on Saturday, May 20.  RSVP by Thursday 
May 18th if you can come to the Fortman home at 19 
East Gaylord Ave. in Shelby to enjoy a friendly 
game of euchre or a group viewing of the movie 
True Spirit.  Bring a covered dish to share and your 
favorite beverage.  Our social time will begin at 
4:00.  Our third event for the month will honor our 
dedicated and patient instructors.  The Instructor 
Appreciation Potluck Picnic will beheld on Thursday 
May 25 at Lexington Reservoir #2 on St. Rt. 97. 
Bring a covered dish to share, your table service and 

favorite beverage.  Social time will begin at 5:30. 
RSVP by May 23.   

JUNE  

Our Executive and Membership meeting for this 
month will be held on June 13 at 6:30 at the Elks 
Lodge.  Later in the month on Sunday, June 17, you 
are invited to listen to music at Rocky Point Winery 
in Marblehead.  Music will begin at 2:00. Bring a 
folding chair incase it’s a busy day at the Winery.  
After our musical interlude we will travel less than 
two miles for a cookout.  Bring a covered dish to 
share and your favorite beverage.  RSVP by June 15. 

JULY 

Due to the bylaws that were written by boaters, there 
is no Executive or Membership meeting this month 
so that members can enjoy their time on the water, 
however, there will be a gathering at Kingwood 
Center to view the gardens and listen to a free concert 
that will begin at 7:00 on multiple Thursdays.  The 
posting for the entertainment and specific details of 
these evening concerts are not available on the 
Kingwood Center website until later in the summer.  
You will be informed with your monthly email 
message.  Also, our District Seven Rendezvous is 
scheduled for July 20-23.  Bring your boat or come 
by car to Geneva State Park Marina.  All registration 
forms for this event are included in this edition of the 
Yachtsman.  

I’d be remiss if I didn’t take this opportunity to thank 
the adult children of our Honoree, Shirley Fort for 
their effort in locating pictures and sharing wonderful 
memories of their very private mother. They even 
found a recent picture of her enjoying her time on 
“Swallow’s Nest.”  Thank you to the Fort Family for 
all that they have done and continue to do for the 
Mansfield Power Squadron.   
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P/Lt/C Shirley Fort, SN 

Even though her father, after his experience in the Navy during WWII, couldn’t imagine 
anyone wanting to spend time on a boat, Shirly learned to sail in the Girl Scout Mariner 
Program in high school. She also earned her 
lifesaving (water safety) skills certification in 
high school and has taught many generations 
of children how to swim (photo 1951 Mansfield 
News Journal). She crewed for race teams at 
the Mohican Sailing Club and volunteered for 
at least one MPS small craft water safety 

program in 1951.  
In the early 1960’s Shirley and her 
husband, Ned, bought a 16-foot 

runabout which they used on Pleasant Hill Reservoir as well as boat-camped for years 
with all five children traveling to Gun Lake in Michigan and the Severn River in Canada 
(1964). On the Severn River trip, they were one of the first boats to traverse a brand-new 
lock and Shirley finally caught a fish, so excited since she rarely caught a fish. She was 
showing off her fish when the campground owner broke the bad news – the Sucker she 
caught was not good for eating.   

Soon, the family “needed” a bigger boat 
and they graduated to a 26-foot Steel 
Clipper they christened “ELF”. They 
motored around the western basin of 
Lake Erie. She thought, with the bigger 
boat and the kids – or was it the fact 
they went aground and bent the rudder 
and had to be towed in on one of the 
first trips or being caught in storm-
tossed chop and there was MUCH 
excitement involving seasickness – that 
they needed to learn more about 
boating and boating safety. Her 
husband joined the Power Squadron in 
the mid 1960s, and that is when she 

5



started to get involved in the MPS as a MansMate. During this time, they attended most 
of the rendezvous that were so popular with the MPS families. Weekends and vacations 
were always on Lake Erie, fishing, scuba diving, and playing at the north cove of Kelly’s 
Island, and meeting up with friends – Shell’s, Robinson’s, and many others. 

As the kids started graduating from 
high school and everyone was too 
busy to spend the weekend on the 
lake, her husband ventured to 
Tennessee with fellow squadron 
member Roy Triska to pick up a new 
16-foot runabout. The guys both told
their wives the boat belonged to the
other one! While without a “big” boat,
Shirley and Ned crewed on Other
People’s Boats (OPB). They sailed
with Ted Fort on his Chris-Craft
sailboat and Raf and Linda Belliard on their sailboat. Raf and Shirley both get seasick,
and they tested various remedies for that affliction – for Shirley, sleep and navigation
duties seem to work best!

In 1991, after all the kids had flown the 
nest and were on their way in careers 
and life, Shirley and Ned bought the 
30-foot Catalina sailboat they
christened “Swallows Nest” after the
nesting swallows they found in the air
intake pipe!

They shared their love of sailing and 
Power Squadron by sharing their boat 
with lots of MPS members over the 
years. 

As Ned got more involved in the Mansfield Power 

Squadron, so did Shirley. She firmly believes in 
education. Her kids remember that HUGE 
celestial navigation tome on the kitchen table, 
while she studied charts, which were even 
cooler (to HER) than maps, and that Ned was 
both proud and a little surprised at how quickly 
she figured out all the navigation stuff. She 
was the first woman to earn the rank of 
Navigator in MPS. Being a certified teacher 
herself, she taught whenever needed, from the 
squadron’s ABC class for beginner boaters 

6



through the advanced grades. She has been 
recognized with many awards including, 
prestigious Perry Millikin Award for being an 
educational leader. She was honored by the 
District 7 members for her many teaching aid 
tools that could be used in classroom situations 
such as the one shown to the left. As SEO, she 
did all that she could to promote class locations, 
student recruitment and teacher certifications.   

One story from the Navigator’s Club that all the 
kids remember: She and a select few other wives 
made spiked punch that made everyone pee blue. 
There was one unadulterated version, “Angel’s 
Innocence,” for someone who was pregnant, but 
the rest were the same with different names and 
decanters. The funny thing was that people had 
their favorite, and the kids thought their teetotaling 
mom might have gotten the tiniest bit tipsy during 
the making/testing phase of the adventure. The 

other fun thing is that no one mentioned peeing blue. The next newsletter said something 
about blue corn in the farmer’s field next door! That was easy to slip into the Yachtsman 
since it was printed on the printing press in her basement! 

Shirley likes to practice her skills. On one sail with Ned, Bear, Bonnie and Broomie as 
crew, one of the cushions that is part of a bunk got knocked overboard. Shirley executed 
a Man Overboard Drill to rescue the cushion. They found it because (in addition to her 
navigation skills) a gull was standing on it – thus the cushion is known as Gull Island. 

While crewing on Ted Fort’s sailboat, they got into a severe squall and were bare pole 
motoring when a sudden gust knocked them down. As they self-righted, the lines went 
overboard and when Ted started the motor again, the lines caught the prop and broke the 
motor mounts. A very scary situation – all survived! But this story is retold every time the 
weather gets bad so that her crew understands why a spirited heeling to take advantage 
of the wind is TOO MUCH!  

Jack and Clark Dorr were crewing with Shirley on the Swallows Nest headed up the 
Detroit River. Clark asked which side of the island they should take, Shirley said they 
could go on the narrow channel to avoid freighter traffic, IF they followed the buoys 
marking the channel.  Clark missed that “IF” part and ran aground. It took 45 minutes of 
Shirley teaching Clark and Jack how to get out of the mud before they continued the 
journey. 

On another adventure to the Detroit River, Shirley was below getting dinner ready and 
told Clark and Jack to keep an eye out for freighter traffic. When Shirley looked out the 
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companionway, she saw an 
ENORMOUS freighter bearing 
down on them and sounding a 
warning horn. Clark made an 
evasive maneuver to avoid a 
catastrophe. How did someone 
have the presence of mind to 
take a photo?  

The official squadron records 
show she has been a member 
for only 32 years, but she had 
been working in the 
background and supporting 
everyone for over 25 years 
before she became a member. 
When the squadron allowed 
women as members in 1982, she became one of the first, along with Margaret Cole, Ruth 
Etzwiler, Suzy Niebel, Mary Ann McNaull, to officially join. During these fifty-plus years, 
she supported the squadron through a wide range of activities. Shirley could always be 
seen in the background in the kitchen or cleaning clams or making a unique quilt for a 

raffle or special district 
commander gift. So often, it 
seems that she is in the 
background, organizing, 
teaching, figuring out how to 
get things done, making sure 
they GOT done, while shying 
away from the camera.  Shirley 
Fort’s generosity with labor and 
knowledge have enabled so 
many to enjoy boating over the 
years.  
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Event Schedule  Mansfield Power Squadron 2023-2024 

Reminder for this year:  If we have your email address, you will be sent a reminder about the events for the 
month.  Also, the Google Number that you have been using is no longer available.  

All RSVPs should be sent to your new Administrative Officer, Ed Corley at :   edwardcorleyemail@gmail.com 

2023 

May  9 Executive and Membership Meeting at the Elks Lodge at 6:30 

20 Euchre or Movie (True Spirit) and Cookout at Fortman Home; Bring a covered dish to share; 4:00 Social; 
5:00 Cookout; Euchre or Movie after our meal;  RSVP by May 18 

20-26 National Safe Boating Week

25 Instructor Appreciation Potluck Picnic at Lexington Reservoir #2 Picnic. Bring a covered dish to share, 
table service and beverage. Social at 5:30; Dinner at 6:00 RSVP by May 23 

June  3 ABC Class at Bay Point Yacht Club on Marblehead from 7:45am to 5:00pm 

13 Executive and Membership Meeting at the Elks Lodge at 6:30 

17 Rocky Point Winery afternoon music at 2:00; Travel to local venue for cookout. Bring a covered dish and 
beverage. RSVP by June 15 

July No Executive and Membership Meeting as per MPS by-laws 

TBD Thursdays at Kingwood Concert Series; watch for email update 

20-23 D/7 Summer Rendezvous at Geneva State Park Marina; RSVP with forms in the May Yachtsman

August  8 Executive and Membership Meeting at the Elks Lodge at 6:30 

24 Midweek Geodetic Marker Search; meet at 10:00 am at Harbor Freight Parking Lot in Ontario near Kohl’s;  
Late lunch to follow at Texas Roadhouse;  RSVP by August 22 

27- Sept. 4 National Fall Governing Board Meeting; Kansas City, Missouri 

Sept. 12 Executive and Membership Meeting at the Elks Lodge at 6:30 

13 ABC Class for Fall begins at Madison from 6:30-8:30 

21 Fall Equinox Party at Mansfield South Park; 5:30 Social Hour; Meal at 6:00 RSVP by September 19 

Oct. 10 Executive and Membership Meeting at the Elks Lodge at 6:30 

TBD Free Pumpkin Carving with friends or family at Kingwood Center-Watch for email 

17 Jay and Ellen Wells host a Trent-Severn Waterway Program; Meet at Elks at 5:30 for potluck meal of 
appetizers/desserts; Beverages can be purchased from the Elks. Program to follow meal. RSVP by Oct. 15 

Nov. 3-5 D/7 Fall Conference;

14 Executive and Membership Meeting at the Elks Lodge at 6:30 

TBD Midweek Geodetic Marker Search and late lunch; more info will be emailed 

Dec.  3 Christmas Party at the Lexington Senior Center; Executive and Membership 

Meeting begins at 4:00; Social Hour at 4:30 with dinner and gift exchange to follow; RSVP by Nov. 21 

2024 

Jan. 9 Executive and Membership Meeting at the Elks Lodge at 6:30 

TBD D/7 Participates in Boat Show West in Cleveland; Check D/7 Website to assist 

Feb. 3-12 National United States Power Squadron Annual Meeting in Orlando, Florida

USPS Cruise to follow to Caribbean Islands for one week

13 Executive and Membership Meeting at the Elks Lodge at 6:30 

March 

April 

 5 Spring ABC Class to begin at Madison from 6:30-8:30 

16 Executive and Membership Meeting at Lexington Senior Center at 4:00; 

Annual Meeting at 5:00 with Social Hour and Potluck Dinner to follow; RSVP by March 14 

 9 Executive and Membership Meeting at Elks Lodge at 6:30  

20 Change of Watch; The Cabin Event Center; Social time begins at 5:00 pm
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D7 Cruise at Geneva Marina 
Thursday 
5pm  --  Dinner - The lake House Inn, In town near the docks 

Off the menu – Pay as you go 

Friday 
12:30pm – 4:30pm  --  Shuttle to 3 Wineries 

Will be picked up at the Geneva on the Lake Lodge 

Must Book Ahead  --  440-466-7100 Ext 0 

6pm  --  Pizza on the Dock  --  BYO Beverages 

Must Have Reservations 

Saturday 
9am  --  Continental breakfast at the dock 

Must Have Reservations 

Afternoon Lunch on your own  --  Tour the Geneva Strip 

5pm  --  Appetizers / Cash Bar 

6pm  --  Dinner at the Lodge 

Must Have Reservations 

Sunday 

9am  --  Continental breakfast at the dock 

Must Have Reservations 

Thanks to the generosity of Donors:  D7, NCO & the Riverbelles 

The Saturday Dinner Prices are Below Cost 

50/50 Raffle to help NCO 
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Check out the below registration form. 
Thanks to the generosity of Donors:  D7, NCO & the Riverbelles 

The Saturday Dinner Prices are Below Cost 
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Mansfield Power Squadron 

Mansfield Yachtsman 

C/O P/R/C Thomas Etzwiler, SN 

2581 Millsboro Rd E 

Mansfield, OH 44903-8784 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 
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