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2 September 2010 Currents 
Hot topics 

· The Educational De-
partment  is launch-
ing a new level of 
Boat Operator Certi-
fication (see article 
on this page) 

· The Marine Naviga-
tion Systems 
course has been 
delayed (see article 
on this page) 

· Beginning in De-
cember, a six-month 
trial membership 
can be offered to 
students complet-
ing squadron of-
fered boating 
classes (see article 
on page 3) 

· Some instructor 
certifications are 
expiring (see notes 
for DEOs & SEOs 
on page 4) 
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BOC on the Move: Coastal Navigator Launch 

Marine Navigation Systems Delayed 
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The autumn of 2010 is fast approaching and 
Marine Navigation Systems (MNS), the third 
course in the new Marine Electronics series, 
is overdue for rollout.  EMSCom had hoped 
to introduce the new marine electronic 
courses on an annual basis but MNS has 
proven an elusive topic. 

We have gone back to the drawing board after 
feedback from the reviewers indicated that 
the material was too deep technically. We 
want material useful to the average boater. 

In addition, FCC rules and government regu-
lations are still in a state of flux, causing con-
fusion among authorities and the vendor com-
munity. USPS is trying to get software emula-
tors for classroom use but even the manufac-
turers cannot keep up with the pace of 
change.   

EMSCom asks you to bear with us as we con-
tinue to develop and refine this new course.  
We believe you will find it worth waiting for. 

The launch of the next level of 
Boat Operator Certification 
(BOC), Coastal Navigator, is 
underway.  The christening will 
be at the Bellevue Governing 
Board.  Coastal Navigator (CN) 
is the second level of the USPS 
four-part certification program.  
More than 500 members have 
completed the on-the-water com-
ponent for the first level, Inland 
Navigator (IN), since its release at the 2009 
Annual Meeting. 

CN takes up where IN leaves off (IN is a 
prerequisite for CN).  CN is based on the 
Piloting course and it certifies operators for 
any recreational boat that is suitable for 
coastal cruising (i.e., there is no size limit). 
The certified area of navigation for CN is up 
to 20 miles offshore (i.e., within reach of a 
coastal VHF station). 

The on-water requirement of CN is that a 
route with at least four legs be prepared, plot-
ted, and then executed on the water.  CN also 
has docking and anchoring on-water skill 

demonstrations.  As with IN, the 
completion of certain courses and 
seminars is also required. 

CN has been refined via beta 
tests.  During the St. Petersburg 
beta test, C/C Frank Dvorak, SN 
was awarded the first CN certifi-
cation.  When asked if he would 
participate, the Chief responded, 
“Absolutely, I believe in leader-

ship by example.”   

(Continued on page 2) 
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Inland Navigator is the 
first level of the certifica-
tion process. It certifies an 
individual’s basic boat 
handling skills, using 
buoys in a protected har-
bor.  It is done in small 
boats under 23 feet (15 to 
19 foot outboards are 
ideal).   Completion of 
select courses and semi-
nars is also required. 

C/C Frank Dvorak, SN, right, receives the first CN 
Certificate from R/C Jack Fletcher, SN  




