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Government and Partner Relations Committee 
 

0800 Friday, 27 January 2012 

 

Call to order by St/C Rathbun, SN 
 
Members present: 

P/D/C Robert E. Canfield, JN P/R/C Lewis Dance, SN   P/C C. Henry Depew, SN 

D/Lt/C Dawn L. Flynn, JN  P/R/C William E. Husted, SN P/C John M. Malatak, AP  

Stf/C Howard Manly, AP  P/D/C Patrick A. Pabouet, P Stf/C Lawrence Rathbun, SN 

P/R/C Joyce Shaw, AP  P/D/C James Spencer, Jr., SN P/D/C Richard N. Spurr, SN 

Cdr. Ralph J. Ziegler, AP 
 
Guests:   

P/C/C Malcom Blann - Canadian Power & Sail Squadron 

P/Lt/C Philip J. Bouckaert, AP – Palm Beach Sail & Power Squadron 

Virgil Chambers – National Safe Boating Council 

 Chris Edmonston – BoatUS Foundation 

Tom Hayward – NASBLA 

               Mary Larsen – USCG Auxiliary, America’s Waterway Watch 

P/R/C Ken Link, SN – USCG Liaison 

D/C Edson Lott – USCGA, Liaison 14th District, Hawaii 

 Tom Mallison, USCG Auxiliary 

P/R/C Elliott L. Manke, JN – Rocky River P.S. D/7 

P/D/C Mary Paige Abbott, N, D22, Cyber Squadron  

Fred Poppe – National Boating Federation 

Henry Pratt – USCG Auxiliary 

R/C Tom Roscoe, AP 

Ted Sensenbrenner BoatUS Foundation 

Vic Silvestrini – USCG Auxiliary - USPS Liaison 

 

. 

Guest Speakers 

Stf/C Howard Manly, AP introduced guest speakers in the following order. 

 

Mary Larsen – USCG Auxiliary, America’s Waterway Watch 

The program is going well.  It likened to, what most people would recognize as, a ‘neighborhood 

watch’.  The most important thing is to report actions that do not look normal.   The catch phrase is 

“See Something, Say Something”, so report it and let the authorities take care of the situation.  (Update 

attached.) 

 

Virgil Chambers – National Safe Boating Council 

The council is now looking for more statistical data of near misses and not just fatalities.  Current data 

has somewhat leveled off in the past two years.  Main issue in education is to get dialogue between 

inexperienced and experienced boaters and trying to reach the younger market.  Teaching the children 

has an effect on making the adults become better role models. Example would be kids reminding 

parents to wear their seatbelts in the car, for boating its ‘Dad, where’s your lifejacket’ 

 

NASBLA now have new endcaps showing examples of lifejackets used for different applications.  

These are available for retail stores or for boat show booths.  

 

Fred Poppe – National Boating Federation 

The organization was established in 1966.   It is an organization of recreational boating organizations.  

Mission is to promote safe boating through education, act as a legislative watchdog, and advocate for 
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favorable legislation, regulations and best practices.  (Websites addresses attached for background, 

current issues and handout materials.) 

 

D/C Edson Lott – USCGA, Liaison 14th District, Hawaii 

They have been working closely with USPS in the islands sharing teaching of courses, USPS 

supplementing their USCGA patrols.  This was started well before the MOUs were written.  The joint 

interaction has been highly successful.  There is possible program for their area in the future to have 

USPS members trained in inspection of private aids to navigation (PATONS) to aid in this area due to 

large number of patons in the many harbors in the islands. 

 

Added Speakers 

Chris Edmonston – BoatUS Foundation 

Brief comments regarding pleasure to be in attendance and that nature of boating is changing, more 

people are into the paddle sports; kayaks, canoes and PWCs.  He noted that BoatUS Foundation does 

have funds for grants and are willing to support viable projects in support of safe boating and boating 

education.  

 

Tom Hayward – NASBLA 

Again brief comments regarding boating education course standards to relate more to statistics. There 

is a new sobriety test to be taken in sitting position.  The reason being it is very hard to accurately test 

for ‘under the influence’ on a boat in the water.  The test should faster that the old style test.  

 

 Approval of Greensboro Committee Meeting 

 

The minutes of the September 2011 Greensboro meeting were approved as presented 

 

Discussion of USCG Auxiliary – USPS MOU Implementation Plan (attached) 

 

St/C Rathbun announced that the list and updated MOUs are on the GPRCom Website.  He also stated that D/C 

Mary Ann Jensen will be working with R/C Greg Korstad on the MOUs. 

 

P/R/C Bill Husted reviewed the organization and implementation plan as currently available as well as a survey 

of Squadrons to reveal number of dual membership (USPS/USCGA) and interaction activity of USPS 

squadrons and USCGAux flotillas.   The surveys showed 26% of USPS districts and 57% of squadrons have no 

interaction with USCG Auxiliary.  He noted that this plan supports AWW and Citizens Corps (FEMA website.)  

P/R/C Husted stressed the need for USPS squadrons to establish a working relationship with their local flotillas 

in order to make the plan succeed.  Copies of his presentation are available on SailAngle with the exception of 

Frequently Asked Questions which is attached.  The links are attached.  

 

P/R/C Husted introduced P/Lt/C Philip J. Bouckaert – Palm Beach Sail & Power Squadron, who discussed the 

need for us to prepare for disaster both at home and on your boat.  Remember “the first responder is you.”  St/C 

Manley concurred with that statement. 

 

P/C C. Henry Depew noted that information on MOU implementation must get to the squadron and to the 

members so they may also implement at their level. 

   

State Legislative 
 Region A – P/D/C James Spencer, Jr. (report attached)  

Michigan has been very active with the Asian carp issue being at the forefront.  New Jersey is looking at 

requiring the wearing of a PFD for persons in a boat of less than 21 feet.  North Dakota is looking at boating 

while intoxicated legislation 

 Region B – no report 

 Region C – P/R/C Lewis Dance (report attached) 

Major issue of discussion is 10% maximum ethanol for marine gasoline use in the state of California. 

 

Committee Comments 

 Tom Mallison, USCG Auxiliary 
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Due to severe budget cuts, it is harder to get presentation to these types of meetings.  Manpower is being 

reduced and trips are being scrutinized more closely.  We are relying more on the USCGA volunteers more than 

ever to continue to function.  

  

 Guest P/Lt/C Philip J. Bouckaert, AP – Palm Beach Sail & Power Squadron 
Currently a large number of DSC radio alarms to the US Coast Guard are not effective because the GPS has not 

been properly connected to the radio, or GPS is not on, or the MMSI number has not been obtained, or it is an 

accidental alarm.   This requires the Coast Guard to revert to the old method of radio tracking or lengthy voice 

communications. 

 

 

 R/C Thomas Roscoe, AP - USPS Chairman Boating Safety Committee 

He commented that he had some trouble in finding a USCGA flotilla in his area but that once he had made 

contact that the relationship between squadron and flotilla seems to working well.   He finds there are things to 

be offered from each side. 

 

V/C Robert Baldridge and V/C Jean Hamilton both made brief remarks about the importance of the committee 

and work that has been done. 

 

Meeting adjourned 1130 

 

Attachments 

 

 

Update on America’s Waterways Watch (AWW) program 

 

The AWW program has been enhanced and allows for a national program encompassing local marine domain 

awareness operations.  The enhancement involves the integration of the Citizens’ Action Network (CAN), with 

the established AWW program.  The CAN program enlists the assistance of civilian volunteers (not necessarily 

member of the CG Auxiliary or USPS) into a group that readily interacts with local Coast Guard units when 

requested.  Such requests are in support of search-and-rescue, marine environmental response, port security and 

other essential mission areas.  On request these volunteers, who live or work within sight of waterways, look 

out for unusual activity.   

 

The enhanced AWW program provides CG Sector Commanders with the tools needed to engage local 

stakeholders in focused outreach and participation.  A revised Commandant Instruction is moving toward 

approval and final signature. 

 

In support of the AWW program a new CD is in production with an introduction by the current Commandant, 

ADM Papp.  In support of the CAN program, training at the local level will be available. 

 

Currently, the CAN program is in full operation in the Seattle, WA area where it began.  Pilot-type programs 

are underway in the Gulf coast area and in the Baltimore, MD area. 

 

 

Fred Poppe -National Boating Federation 

Home page; http://www.n-b-f.org/index.html 

For current issues; http://www.n-b-f.org/issues.html  

For brochues; http://www.n-b-f.org/educ.html 

DSC radio Brochure “DSC Digital Selective Calling - Today's S.O.S” 

Cell Phone Brochure "Only You Can Take the Search out of Search & Rescue" 

http://www.n-b-f.org/index.html
http://www.n-b-f.org/issues.html
http://www.n-b-f.org/educ.html
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USPS - USCG Aux Implementation Plan – Links on SailAngle 

 

Implementation Plan:  

http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/group/files/1675/596326728201_auxuspsmouimplementplan.pdf 

Implementation Plan News Release:  http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/group/files/1675/f9b20187c8e4_cgaux-

squadron.pdf 

Implementation Plan Matrix:  

http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/group/files/1675/baec43cafb4e_matrix2012.pdf 

Implementation Plan Contacts:  

http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/group/files/1675/914172f68d09_points%20of%20contact.pdf 

VSC MOU:  http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/group/files/1675/cc97ccb36145_vsc%20mou.pdf 

Visitation Program MOU:  http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/group/files/1675/8942d87e2780_uscg-a%20mou-

2%20visitation%20program%20.pdf 

Comprehensive MOU:  

http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/group/files/1675/0647c3ed1525_uscg%20aux%20mou%20jan%202006.pdf 

Joint Tasking Order:  

http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/group/files/1675/56ce3199989e_revised%20joint%20tasking%20order%20-

%2020.pdf 

Survey Results:  http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/group/files/1675/f6a8af3cfaea_jaxhandout3pollresults.pdf 

 

 

http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/group/files/1675/596326728201_auxuspsmouimplementplan.pdf
http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/group/files/1675/f9b20187c8e4_cgaux-squadron.pdf
http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/group/files/1675/f9b20187c8e4_cgaux-squadron.pdf
http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/group/files/1675/baec43cafb4e_matrix2012.pdf
http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/group/files/1675/914172f68d09_points%20of%20contact.pdf
http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/group/files/1675/cc97ccb36145_vsc%20mou.pdf
http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/group/files/1675/8942d87e2780_uscg-a%20mou-2%20visitation%20program%20.pdf
http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/group/files/1675/8942d87e2780_uscg-a%20mou-2%20visitation%20program%20.pdf
http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/group/files/1675/0647c3ed1525_uscg%20aux%20mou%20jan%202006.pdf
http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/group/files/1675/56ce3199989e_revised%20joint%20tasking%20order%20-%2020.pdf
http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/group/files/1675/56ce3199989e_revised%20joint%20tasking%20order%20-%2020.pdf
http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/group/files/1675/f6a8af3cfaea_jaxhandout3pollresults.pdf
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P/D/C James Spencer, Jr. SN - State Legislative Team Region A 
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P/R/C Lewis W. Dance, SN - State Legislative Team Region C 

Note:  There is no page 1 to this report.  Page 1 was only the e-mail transmittal.  The report begins on the next 

page. 
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