How Squadrons Can Get Involved With Sea Scouts/BSA
P/C Dana McRae, AP
MemCom/Youth Activities/Sea Scouts Liaison-Western Region


I recently received an announcement, posted on the SEASCOUT-NET e-mail list, about a three-day, weekend “Sea Scout Practical Academy” being sponsored by Ship 5750, Racine Yacht Club, Racine, Wisconsin.  As a part of their program, they are offering Sea Scouts the opportunity to earn the Sea Scout “Small-Boat Handler” bar in one day (Saturday).  


The announcement says (in part), “For those who need some background, we ran this last year and it was a terrific success. Basically, we are offering about 15 hands-on courses taught by Sea Scout and <Racine> Power Squadron adults and older members of our Ship. More than half of all courses are "on the water". As a small change this year, we will also be covering all aspects of the Sea Scout "Small-Boat Handler" on Saturday. The achievement will be awarded on Sunday at closing. We have PLENTY of equipment and will have no less than ten boats available for fun sailing & training. The cost will be $30 per Scout and $20 per adult leader

if reserved and paid before June 2nd. After June 2nd, the fees will be $40 and $30 respectively. All meals are included. Units may choose to berth aboard or in tents on the lawn. The event is open to all youth 14 years and older and currently enrolled in Sea Scouts, Venturing or Boy Scouts.”

I have not confirmed with anyone from Racine (D/20), but my guess is that they are offering the attending scouts a one-day Boat Smart® course.  If one reads through the following excerpt from the Sea Scout Manual, and compares it to the TOC of the Boat Smart student guide, I’m fairly certain one will come to the same conclusion as I.  With the exception of Part Two, #15, it is Boat Smart.
From: p. 98, Sea Scout Manual (#33239C). Irving, Texas: BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA, 2004.
The Safe Boating Course


Instructor’s outline for two two-hour sessions

Session One – Aids to 
Navigation and 
Rules of the Road

1. Introduction to aids to navigation.
2. Buoyage system.
3. Chart symbols and letter designations.
4. Primary shapes for buoys.
5. Obstruction, mid-channel, and special types of buoys.
6. Beacons and daybeacons.

7. Ranges, range markers.

8. Intracoastal waterways, lakes, rivers.

9. Class project—Develop buoy recognition game using flash cards.

10. Reasons for rules of the road.

11. The danger zone.

12. Windward and leeward clearances.

13. Stand on and give way vessels.

14. Sailboat right-of-way.

15. Sailboat rules.

16. Lights required on boats.
17. Emergency lights.

18. Sound signals.

19. Safety equipment.

20. Visual signaling devices.

Session Two – 

Boating Safety
1. Boating safety and first aid.

2. Develop a checklist.

3. Checking the hull.

4. Motor size compared with the boat.

5. Fueling—dangers, precautions, and procedures.

6. Loading a small boat.
7. When not to go out.

8. Operating.

9. Distress signals.

10. Equipment.

11. Equipment—anchors, line, signaling, first aid kit.

12. Project—Have class develop a checklist.

13. Seamanship—Review sea terms (see glossary).

14. Knots—Have class learn to tie overhand, square, sheet bend, bowline, clove hitch, two half hitches, and belaying to a cleat.

15. Class project—Prepare to cruise.  Have class demonstrate on an actual boat the checklist, and procedures covered in items 1-12.
16. Types and uses of anchors.

17. Wind and current.

18. Conclusion—Present Small-Boat Handler’s Bar, No. 04052, to those successfully completing the course.

If one reads pp. 99-100 of the Sea Scout Manual, “The Advanced Seamanship Course, Instructor’s guide for eight two-hour sessions”, one will notice that, with the exception of some on-the-water activity, it is the Squadron Boating Coursesm.  Upon successful completion, Sea Scouts may be presented with the “Qualified Seaman” bar.  Certainly food for thought.
Sea Scouts are thirsty for knowledge.  Most Sea Scout Ships (equivalent to Boy Scout “Troops”) are advancement oriented.  Sea Scouts can pursue rank advancement from Apprentice, to Ordinary, Able, and the top rank of Quartermaster.  
Many of the required and optional skills a Sea Scout must learn in order to advance are taught in USPS public- and member courses.  Sea Scouts may become Apprentice/Sea Scout USPS members for $12.00 per year (National dues.  Most Squadrons and Districts opt not to add squadron/district dues to the National dues for Sea Scout members).  Even though a squadron may not choose to sponsor a Sea Scout Ship, it can certainly recruit Sea Scouts to become members so that they may take advanced grade and elective courses.
I would recommend that Squadrons and Districts secure a copy of the Sea Scout Manual (#33239C, $15.95), available from your local Scout Shop or at http://scoutstuff.org.  The manual contains all the requirements for Sea Scout advancement and awards, and should give one many ideas for how squadrons can act as consultants to Sea Scouts.
To locate a Ship near you, go to http://seascout.org.

