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Environmental Learning Center 

(SOL Objectives)

Objective: To make the children understand what a watershed is and how it applies to the Chesapeake Bay.

Materials: Two charts of the Chesapeake area Watershed, satellite photo and Map of states in watershed.

Actions & Details: 

Show Chesapeake Bay satellite chart and ask anyone knows what is in the photo?  Have children identify the bay, the rivers, where they live etc.

Ask them what the area of land where all of the water that is under it or drains off of it goes to the same place is called?


Show the Map and ask them to name the all states that drain into the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. (The children then identify the six states from the map: New York, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia and West Virginia plus the District of Columbia)

Objective: To make the children understand the meaning of estuary.

Materials: Satellite map of the Chesapeake Bay.

Actions & Details: 

Focus attention on the satellite map and ask the children to look at the streams, the rivers, the bay and the ocean. In each case ask what kind of water is in each? 


Where the fresh water and the salt water come together ask what happens?  

Ask if anyone knows what the area is called where there is mixing of fresh and salt water. (Answer estuary)

Ask what they think is special about our estuary, the Chesapeake Bay? 

Objective:


To make the students aware that even they can make a difference in keeping our marine environment clean from debris.

Materials: Bag of trash, rings, bottles, cans, clear plastic bag or wrap and  “Give a Hoot Don’t Pollute” chart.

Actions and Details:

Refer to the animals on the chart and show children the trash and debris. Ask how each piece can affect marine life.

For example plastic drink rings a bird or fish could get heads trapped, glass or foam pieces or plastic bags could be eaten as food, making animals starve etc.

Ask children what should they do with their trash when out on a boat?  How can they make a difference?

