ATTACHMENT #1


United States Power Squadrons(
History and Vital Statistics

HISTORY, SERVICES & ACHIEVEMENTS

Best known for the hundreds of public boating courses which local squadrons offer several times each year to approximately 40,000 men, women, and youngsters, USPS, American’s largest and oldest nonprofit recreational boating organization,  is celebrating  its 90th Anniversary in 2004. Since it was founded at the Boston Yacht Club in 1912 and chartered as a national organization at the New York Yacht Club in 1914, USPS has grown to include more than 55,000 members in some 460 squadrons in the United States, Puerto Rico, the US Virgin Islands and Japan. USPS also assisted in the formation of the Canadian Sail & Power Squadrons, which has some 35,000 members. Boat ownership is not a requirement of membership and USPS member vessels include sail, power, Personal Watercraft, kayaks, canoes, and inflatables. Our members are boating families who contribute to their communities by promoting safe boating on the water and in the classroom.

The key to the organization's longevity goes beyond the accolades it has garnered from four U.S. Presidents and the tens of thousands of boating safety courses squadron members have taught during its 90-year history. It stems from the sincere belief that boating is a great way to spend quality time with family and friends. Boating offers the consumer a recreational outlet that they can enjoy with their families while providing an escape from everyday stress and hectic lifestyles. Similarly, local squadrons also provide opportunities for more serious and adventuresome members to enjoy group cruises, rendezvous, sailing races, navigation contests and a large number of advanced courses such as Piloting, Navigation, Sail, Weather, Cruise Planning, Engine Maintenance, Marine Electronics and much more.
PARTNERSHIPS:

· United States Coast Guard 

· United States Coast Guard Auxiliary

· Canadian Power Squadron

· Sea Scouts and Boy Scouts of America
· National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 

· National Safe Boating Council

· Pending…..National Safe Kids Campaign, NAUI

USPS focuses on partnerships -- with community and governmental groups such as the local Safe Kids Coalition, the US Coast Guard, US Coast Guard Auxiliary, Boy Scouts of America, Canadian Sail and Power Squadrons -- and relationships that will make a difference in the safety of our waterways -- by joining with boaters, dealers, law enforcement and other groups. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS – Sharing Our Knowledge:

· Experienced instructors teach courses on Seamanship, Piloting and Position Finding, Celestial Navigation, Marine Electronics, Weather, Sailing, Engine Maintenance, Cruise Planning and much more.

· More than 20 self-study and video courses are available on a variety of subjects such as GPS, Radar, Oceanography, Boat Insurance and Navigational Astronomy.

· Successful completion of the Squadron Boating Course meets the educational requirements for boat operation in all 50 states.

· The USPS Skipper Saver course teaches first mates what to do in emergencies.

ACTIVITIES – A Network of Friends and Fun

· USPS members enjoy friendship and camaraderie on the water and off with fellow members who are skilled in boating.

· On-the-water activities include cruises, rendezvous, sail races, navigation contests, fishing derbies, raft-ups, predicted log contests and more.

· Activities ashore include marine programs, parties, picnics and educational programs.

· Members meet and work with fellow members throughout the USA, Canada, Puerto Rico, Japan and the Virgin Islands.

· USPS Port Captains assist visiting members with local knowledge about  planning, water and weather conditions, anchorages, marinas and other helpful information.

CIVIC PROGRAMS – Giving Back to the Community:

· USPS squadrons offer boating safety courses for the public several times each year.

· USPS members help the National Ocean Service keep nautical charts accurate and save taxpayers millions of dollars each year by reporting chart corrections.

· USPS is an active partner with the US Coast Guard Auxiliary in conducting Vessel Safety Checks – a voluntary boat examination to verify the presence and operable condition of certain safety equipment required by state and federal regulations. Boats that meet safety requirements receive a Vessel Safety Check decal to be displayed onboard.
· USPS has partnered with the Sea Scouts/BSA to further enhance youth involvement in safe boating and to sponsor ships and educational programs.
· USPS is lead developer of WaterSmartSM, from The Start, computer-learning tool funded by the USCG Office of Safe Boating and the National Safe Boating Toolchest for Kids project.
· USPS Squadrons take and active part in annual National Safe Boating Campaign Activities to encourage boaters to “Boat Smart from the Start.”
· Many USPS squadrons participate in a variety of other civic programs in their local communities.
FINANCIAL HEALTH

Contact Headquarters Director, Mary Catherine Berube, at 1/888 FOR USPS for an official letter stating that ___________ Power Squadron is a division of the United States Power Squadrons, a 501 (c ) (3) organization and the accompanying statement from the Internal Revenue Service. 
This is a standard requirement for all grant applications to verify 501 (c ) (3 ) status.

Additional information such an operating budget, etc, may be requested by the grantor.
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