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Jon Ecklund of Aiken, South Carolina has earned one of the Boy Scouts of America’s highest achievements as well as accolades from the United States Power Squadrons®. Few American teens can list among their accomplishments the Quartermaster Award of the Sea Scouts, the nautical division of Scouting that serves older teens. What makes this event all the more impressive is that Jon previously earned the widely heralded Eagle Scout Medal and did it with an eligibility for triple Gold Palms indicating at least forty-five merit badges beyond the basic Eagle requirement of twenty-one.

Jon Ecklund’s achievements coupled with his impressive record of community service has gained him the United States Power Squadrons’ Finley Award which will be presented in February at that organization’s Annual Meeting in Anaheim California. 

The Sea Scouts were organized in 1911 shortly after the founding of the American Boy Scout movement. In it teens learn to direct their own group activities including boat handling, seamanship, navigation and maintenance. They gain the leadership skills of instructing, planning, organizing and financing complex programs. These principles have kept the United States Power Squadrons in close interest with Sea Scouts from the beginning. Today the two groups operate with a joint venture.  Many squadrons sponsor Sea Scout units referred to as “ships”.

Jon Ecklund’s Quartermaster Award required years of training in the skills of Sea Scouting as well as an in depth knowledge of ship crew leadership and nautical communications. He learned the characteristics and repair skills necessary for a variety of vessels, and the calculations and plotting charting of courses considering tide, wind and current. He had to demonstrate food handling for the ship’s galley, using signal flags, and proficiency with nautical knots. Beyond these were skills in swimming, life saving, Red Cross first aid, and mature decision making.

The final challenge placed before Jon Ecklund was a forty-eight hour unassisted command of a large vessel. This he accomplished on a cruise terminating in the Florida Keys. The impressive feat was proof of his nautical prowess in earning the Quartermaster Award

Jon began his Boy Scout days as a six year old Tiger Cub. He has since earned numerous awards in cruising, hiking, and aquatics. Throughout, he has given outstanding demonstrations of leadership, responsibility, and altruistic service to others. In high school he maintained an impressive academic record and won letters in several school activities. He is now a freshman at Virginia Military Institute having won a United States Navy ROTC Scholarship.

Jon is continuing as a Boy Scout adult leader and was the Boating Director at the Indian Waters Council Summer Camp. He is a highly respected member of the Savannah River Sail & Power Squadron. It is no wonder he is slated to receive the prestigious Finley Award.

To learn more about the ways of the water remember that the United States Power Squadrons say: “Boating is fun…We’ll show you how!”

For information about Power Squadron boating courses and seminars go to their website at www.usps.org/.

