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USPS( Produces New Guide for GMDSS and Marine Radio





Raleigh, NC –  The Boatowner’s Guide to GMDSS and Marine Radio , authored by the United States Power Squadrons( and published by McGraw-Hill is now available in book stores as well as marine center book sections. 





GMDSS (which stands for Global Maritime Distress and Safety System) is now the international standard for radios used on boats.  The U.S. Coast Guard is in the process of implementing a new generation of radio monitoring equipment to go along with GMDSS. This important guide is a great “go to” resource to understand  how to use these new radios as well as  the new communication / location system. 





“VHF radio is our primary means of safety and operational communication on the water,” said guide editor Walter Fields,  who is also Chairman of USPS Electro-Mechanical Systems group. “Today, Digital Selective Calling (DSC) has vastly improved the reliability and efficiency of these calls but unfortunately, you cannot place practice distress calls with your radio,” says Fields.  “With this guide and the simulator, you will understand and become comfortable with the new radios. and system. Using GMDSS, boaters will have a better chance of being heard in the event of a distress, plus their positions will be automatically transmitted to the Coast Guard and all boats nearby in a position to help“.  





When GMDSS calls are made to  other parties -  the called radio sounds an alert.  The two parties are automatically switched to selected working channels for communication, saving time and minimizing confusion for all users.





The USPS Guide includes an interactive CD which permits readers to practice making simulated DSC-assisted calls. This CD is the product of a joint program with the Canadian Power Squadron’s and was developed by Morton Biback, chair of the companion group in Canada 





The USPS BoatOwners Guide to GMDSS  and Marine Radio  is the best reference for the latest in marine radio and may be purchased at any bookstore, marine center, or through USPS via  internet  www.usps.org, or  phone  1-888-FOR-USPS (1.888.367.8777.)
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