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On Saturday, February 24th, the U.S. Power Squadrons held its Annual Meeting in Jacksonville, Florida. In its sessions almost nine hundred members, delegates and guests gathered from all over the nation to represent 45,000 dedicated boating safety educators. During the conference, the organization, presented two of its prestigious awards: the Eagle Award and the Ship’s Bell Award.


The United States Coast Guard and the U.S. Power Squadrons annually present The Eagle Award to individuals, organizations, and companies that make significant contributions to boating safety. This year two were presented: the first to a distinguished individual, William Griswold, and the second to the Mustang Survival Corporation.


Cited for his outstanding leadership and continuing contributions to boating safety, William Griswold has championed these efforts for well over 30 years. “Griz” as friends call him, was Chief Director of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and Chairman of the National Safe Boating Council. He also serves the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators [NASBLA], and was recently elected President of the United Safe Boating Institute.  Together, the U.S. Coast Guard and the U.S. Power Squadrons have described him as a tested leader with tireless energy, professionalism, and a dedication to promoting safe recreational boating, to whom they are pleased to have presented The Eagle Award.


The second recipient of the Eagle Award was the Mustang Survival Corp. Its mission is the design, development, manufacture and marketing of safety and survival equipment for aerospace and marine interests. As a proven product leader, Mustang continues to create innovative, safe and reliable products. Its business and corporate philosophy is expressed in the slogan, “WE SAVE LIVES FOR A LIVING”.

In 1967 the company manufactured the very first Floater Survival coat and marked the end of the days of the kapok-filled lifejacket. Today it maintains a reputation for world-class research, design, and manufacture of superior safety and protection garments. For its efforts in furthering safe boating, the U.S. Coast Guard and the U.S. Power Squadrons jointly stated pride in presenting the Eagle Award to Mustang Survival Corporation. Bob Askew, the CEO of Mustang Survival Corp, accepted the award.


Both Eagle Award presentations occurred Saturday evening during the US Power Squadron’s Governing Board Dinner-Dance. Chief Commander Ernest G. Marshburn represented the US Power Squadrons while Chief Jeff Hoadt, and Chief of Program Operations John Malatak acted on behalf of the US Office of Boating Safety. Rear Commander Bob Green, Chairman of USPS Marketing/PR Committee, served as Master of Ceremonies.

The second prestigious award, The Ship’s Bell Award, is designed to recognize extraordinary community efforts by individuals or groups in supporting and promoting US Power Squadrons boating education programs. This year’s honorees were the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company’s Air Ship Operations and The Sun Newspapers located in southwestern Florida.


Goodyear airships have flown over our country for more than eighty years. During the month of May 2006, the entire fleet of three blimps was employed to promote U.S. Power Squadrons public boating classes. Throughout the hours of each evening The Spirit of Goodyear from Akron, Ohio; The Spirit of Innovation from Pompano Beach, Florida; and The Spirit of America, flying over greater Los Angeles, flashed US Power Squadron boating class information above these cities. In addition, Airship Operations scheduled evening displays over Phoenix, Arizona during National Safe Boating Week.

     
 The United States Power Squadrons presented this Ship’s Bell Award based on Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company’s community support in promoting U.S. Power Squadron boating education programs during 2006 National Safe Boating Week. Brian Logan, who is both a Commander of U.S. Power Squadrons District 7 and a Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company employee, accepted the award on its behalf.


The second Ship’s Bell Award went to The Sun Newspapers in recognition of their extensive promotion of Boating Safety Education and the mission of the U.S. Power Squadrons. During the past four years, these papers have been champions of recreational boating safety education in southwestern Florida. Almost weekly they publish feature articles about boating safety and emphasize the contributions, of not only the national organization, but of the local Peace River Power Squadron. These papers have also provided more than one hundred specialized columns and calendar entries promoting Squadron boating classes and provided Boating course display advertisements worth more than $110,000 as a public service. Community participants identified these ads as the primary way they had learned of the programs.


In presenting The Ship’s Bell to The Sun Newspapers, the U.S. Power Squadrons recognized them as an important contributor to boating safety. Derek Dunn-Rankin, President of Sun-Coast Media Group is expected to receive the award in ceremonies at the District 22 Conference in Tampa, Florida.


Chief Commander Ernie G. Marshburn and Rear Commander Darrell G. Allison announced these Awards Saturday morning during the US Power Squadrons Governing Board meeting.

Since founded in 1914, the United States Power Squadrons has become America's largest boating educational organization, with more than 50,000 members in over 450 squadrons. It's volunteer members--men, women and youngsters, give freely of their time and energies by teaching boating courses and seminars, providing vessel safety checks, assisting the National Ocean Service in updating our nation's 1000 nautical charts, and in numerous other ways that make boating safer on our waterways. For further information, go to its web site at www.usps.org or call 1 (888) FOR USPS or 1 (888) 367-8777.

