John Gage Circumnavigates The Globe

The Voyage of the “Dream Catcher”
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Ferdinand Magellan’s ship, “Victoria”, under the flag of Spain circumnavigated the globe in 1522. Sir Francis Drake duplicated the accomplishment for England on the “Golden Hind” in 1580. In May of this year, New Jersey adventurer, John Gage, is anticipated to become one of the oldest to join this exclusive list when at 74 he sails into Raritan Bay on the New Jersey coast around May 5.

Gage is a long time member of the United States Power Squadrons®, the nation’s largest boating education organization. He set off on the adventure of his life on December 18, 2003 on his 42-foot sloop. The final leg of the journey will be for Brazil to Saint Lucia to home. His return will be highlighted when members of the local Shrewsbury Power Squadron, form a flotilla of vessels to escort their courageous fellow sailor as he rounds Sandy Hook. A well-deserved celebration is planned at the Raritan Yacht Club to honor his accomplishment.

Since 1977 he dreamed of sailing around the world. In 2003 he came to the realization that those “dreams were golden, but time was a thief”. He looked for the ideal boat and when he first saw his sloop, he became convinced that this would be the vessel to share his journey. He thought of no more fitting name to christen her than “Dream Catcher”.

Gage had imagined that his greatest satisfaction would be the successful completion of the journey. He now declares that the most gratifying aspect has been the individual legs taken and the people met along the way. He recalls that there were “magical nights with wonderful new friends.


On the isolated Pacific Island, Suarrow, yachters joined him in singing, dancing and story telling while dining on tuna, crab and rice prepared by the sole island resident, Papa John. In the Fijis he met with local chiefs and was presented with their local beverage, kava, a purported mood mellowing drink “which had the taste and consistency of mud”. At Port Vila on the tiny island Efate in the Vanuatu Archipelago, a local inhabitant greeted him with the reassurance that: “We are very friendly, we are Christians, we haven’t eaten anyone in seventy-five years.

Gage offers to all who dream that the pursuit of dreams is part of our life mission, defines who we are, and contributes to the quality of our life. It is the pursuit not the arrival that is the most rewarding part of the experience. He offers five steps to those who wish to follow his example. Write down your dream where you can view it regularly. Read about and confer with people who have pursued a similar dream. Prepare a list of requirements including supplies and equipment as well as personal skills and conditioning. Plan for financing based on anticipated expenditures. Set a launch date and then  “…JUST DO IT!  TIME IS A THEIF!”

[Henry (Hank) Keller is the Education Officer of the Shrewsbury Power Squadron one of the 450 member units of the United States Power Squadrons. A resident of Trinton Falls, New Jersey, he has kept a close communication with his friend, John Gage, throughout the extraordinary worldwide journey]

(Pictures and vital information about this voyage is available at http://www.dreamcatchersail.us/index.html)

